
been Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 1807–13). Had he been in uniform his rank would have
placed him second only to Wellington himself as the senior British officer present. Lord
George’s eldest brother, Captain the Earl of March of the 52nd Foot, also served at
Waterloo as an extra ADC to the Prince of Orange. Lord George joined the army as a
cornet in 1811 and served in the Peninsula, receiving a General Service Medal with six bars
for Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes and Toulouse. He became MP for West Sussex
between 1832–41 and Gentleman of the Bedchamber to Prince Albert. He died in 1873.

8 As already recorded he is not listed among the killed by Dalton, but this letter corroborates
the statement of Captain Taylor above.

�
No. 62 Lieutenant Anthony Bacon

  ,  
I have read your first edition of the history of the battle of Waterloo with the greatest
interest, and as you say in your preface, you will be glad to receive any ‘well authenticated

information from eye witnesses’. I venture to call your attention to some parts, which appear
to me to be erroneous.

I of course in common with others can only speak of what took place in the
immediate positions occupied by the brigade in which I served, and at times only of the
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squadron to which I was attached, the right squadron of the 10th Hussars.

1 In the first place, where you have done me the honour of mentioning my name, you
have made a mistake in the individual, I never was in the 23rd Dragoons, but retired
from the British service as Senior Major of the 17th Lancers in 1827, and subsequently
entered the Portuguese army, and commanded the cavalry during the War of Liberation.

2 You have omitted to mention the long halt of a large portion of the cavalry at
Grammont on the morning of the 16th, our brigade with others was halted there for
some hours, and at length on moving to the front we were ordered to throw away our
corn,2 and move upon Enghien, Nivelles and Quatre Bras at the trot. We arrived on the
ground in open column of squadrons about sunset, the head of the column close upon
the Charleroi road, our right resting on the Nivelles road, thus opening the wood of
Bossu. A few shot were fired at us from the enemy’s batteries, but without effect; had it
not been for this halt, notwithstanding we did not march till the morning of the 16th,
much of the cavalry could have been at Quatre Bras by 2 o’clock. The halt was not in
accordance with the Duke’s orders (appendix 14 & 15 vol. 1 of your work3). According
to the first order, all the cavalry should have been at Ninove, Lord Anglesey’s head-
quarters on the night of the 15th and the second order which must have reached
Ninove before 12 o’clock that night would have put the whole cavalry on the field at
Quatre Bras before the action commenced.4

3 The patrol, which escorted Sir Alexander Gordon5 on the morning of the 17th, was
as you state commanded by Captain Grey.6 The French vidette on the height above Ligny
was not seen by our patrol until we arrived on the rising ground opposite the height on
which he was posted, and when we first discovered him, our party was not seen by him.
There appeared to be a dismounted sentry at the door of a house in the bottom, and I
was ordered with a party to patrol up to it, whilst Captain Grey remained with the larger
portion of his troop, concealed from the enemy by the side of the road, it was on my
party moving on, that the vidette began circling and fired his carbine, the party in the
house between us immediately fell back on the high road. I was recalled, a few cavalry
galloped up to the videttes on the height, but did not advance. We then retired till we
came to a cross road, which a peasant informed us was the Prussian line of retreat.7

Captain Grey remained on the high road with directions to watch the enemy’s
movements, and fall leisurely back to the regiment, whilst Sir A. Gordon took me with
a small escort on the track of the Prussians, whose rearguard of cavalry we came up
with, formed in a close column on the side of a hill, and in right front of a village, about
which I remember there was a good deal of water and marshy ground, which from the
distance from the high road I take to be either Mellery or Gentinnes as laid down in your
map. After communicating with them we returned to Quatre Bras by some cross roads
and rejoined the regiment at the same time, a little before 9 o’clock, with Captain Grey
who had not been followed by the enemy.8

4 The heavy rain commenced immediately before our retreat, the 18th Hussars
relieved our skirmishers and the circumstance of the rain preventing their using their
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carbines, and that they attacked the enemy’s skirmishers with their swords is fresh on my
memory, as also the sudden cessation of the shelling which began to be rather un-
pleasant. The cavalry was at that time formed in three lines, not two, the light dragoons
forming the centre line.

Vandeleur’s stupidity very nearly compromised Vivian’s brigade; he never was fit for
the command of cavalry, as all those who like myself served in his brigade in the
Peninsula will have some recollection of: he was always at variance with Frederick
Ponsonby who commanded the 12th and always making some blunder. The above is of
little further importance, than showing that the Duke had communicated with the
Prussian vanguard on the morning on the 17th. All that passed with our brigade in
covering the retreat of our left column is exceedingly correct.

5 On the morning of the 18th about an hour and a half before the battle commenced
a curious circumstance took place in front of our brigade. A French lancer rode up to
the left squadron of our line to within 20 yards of our men, turned his horse leisurely
to the left and rode down the whole line till he came to Vandeleur’s brigade, when he
turned off towards the French position, and stretching into a gallop regained his corps
without a shot being fired at him; he was at first supposed to be a deserter, and when his
true character was seen, in place of a shot he received a cheer from some of our men
for his extreme boldness. I can add my testimony as to the correctness of the hour
when the Prussian skirmishers first appeared on our left, it was certainly an hour before
Napoleon threw back his right flank, that change of position I suppose must have been
preparatory to the march of the 6th Corps;9 we did not see these troops leave their
ground for we were shortly afterwards moved to our right. The exact period of the
arrival of the Prussians has, I know, been the subject of much dispute, and I am glad to
find your statement agrees with what the officers and men of Vivian’s brigade could not
well be mistaken in, for in our position we were free from the smoke that covered the
field upon our right, and could distinctly see all that passed on the French right, our own
left.

Colonel Percy passed us on the morning of the 18th on his way to the Prussian
headquarters, and returned before the action commenced, telling us that the Prussian
corps of General Bülow10 was on its march to join us.

After forming upon the plateau in the right rear of La Haye Sainte, and upon the
right of the remnant of Lord Edward Somerset’s and Ponsonby’s brigades, we were
exposed to a murderous fire; Colonel Quentin, Captains Grey, Gurwood and Wood11

were quickly wounded and our men and horses fell fast. Lord Robert Manners who had
hitherto commanded the right squadron, took command of the regiment. Lieutenant
Arnold succeeded to the command of the right squadron (Captain Grey being
wounded) and I took Arnold’s place in command of the 2nd half squadron, all this
passed in a much shorter space of time than I have taken to write it – the Captain of the
2nd Troop was not present in the action. I am very particular in this on account of a
mistake you state to have occurred in the leading half squadron shortly afterwards; a
confusion there was, but it occurred in a very different manner, and arose from a
different cause to that you describe as I will presently explain, and as it is calculated to
cast a slur upon the late Lt. Colonel Arnold, one of the best officers present on that
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eventful day, one of my dearest friends, and one of the last officers in the British army
likely to have made such a blunder, I deem it imperative on me to enter into an
explanation of the facts, which will I am sure be corroborated by the officer of artillery
who caused the confusion, if he is still living, for he cannot but remember the
circumstance.

The smoke was so thick at this period that I could not see further than a few file
from the right of our centre squadron, therefore did not see the Nassau troops giving
way, but a column of the Brunswick infantry was stopped [going] to the rear, bent upon
the interval between our right and centre squadrons; Lt. Arnold rode out upon their
right flank with myself, and I have no doubt the officers of our centre squadron did the
same upon the left, when the column faced about, and marched to the front. At that
moment my first horse was shot and I was scarcely remounted before Vivian rode up
and ordered the advance in line, and subsequent wheel of half squadrons to the right
as you describe. What was passing in our front, was impossible to tell, for we could not
see ten yards from us, but the shower of musket balls coming from the dense columns
of smoke told of a formidable enemy close to us.

I now come to the wheel by half squadrons through the battery you describe as
commanded by Captain Napier.12 I must premise by reminding you that it is the squadron

officer, not the half squadron leader of the leading half squadron who gives the word of
command to the latter, Lt. Arnold had halted in front of the guns with his horse’s head
towards them, and as I came up with the 2nd half squadron to the pivot, one of the
guns was fired directly between Arnold’s horse’s head and mine, and some others
through the leading half squadron while in the act of wheeling, which threw it into
confusion, and the hearty damn you state as coming from Vivian, came from Arnold to
the artillery officer. Arnold desired me to halt after completing the wheel with my half
squadron, while he reformed the leading half squadron (Captain Grey’s troop in which
both he and myself served) which was done in less than a minute, for the men were only
scattered by the fire from our own guns, and did not wheel to the right by a mistake of
their own or their officer, besides Vivian had gone to the front after ordering the wheel
to the left, as it was impossible from that position, on account of the smoke, to direct
the advance of our column. The account has been jumbled by your informants with
what took place immediately afterwards, and before we got clear of the smoke. I should
say we inclined considerably to our left after passing these guns, and subsequently a little
to the right on descending from our position. Just after we moved off from our guns to
the front, a shell burst in front of my half squadron doing some mischief, and my
second horse was shot, I was consequently obliged to dismount a hussar, and the
second half squadron being without an officer lost its interval, and was in some
confusion. Lt Hardman, the Adjutant came (with a hearty damn I have no doubt) from
the General, and met me mounted on a troop horse coming up with the half squadron
at a gallop to regain the lost interval. I mention this because I think it must have been
jumbled with the affair of the leading half squadron by those who cannot speak to the
fact like myself, and I most certainly assert that no wheel to the right or rear was made,
but that the confusion took place exactly as I have above described, and this
circumstance I trust you will set right in your second edition in justice to Arnold, who
was too old and tried a soldier to make such a blunder. We were in the 16th together in
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the Peninsula, and although he was well known, and his memory cherished, by all old
soldiers of the Duke’s army, still by others, who knew not his worth, a censure may be
cast where it never was deserved.

From this point I shall be very minute because your account does not agree with the
movements of our brigade as they appeared to me.

I had scarcely regained my position in the column when the order ‘front form

squadrons’ was repeated. From the pace of the leading half squadron it was with
difficulty I got up to it. In going up we saw the German light dragoons charge, not in
column, but in line, and not lancers but dragoons who received them with a fire of
carbines, which did not appear to do much mischief, but it checked the charge, and the
circumstance of these dragoons being formed on (what in Wiltshire and the lower parts
of Berkshire is called) a linshot, (so the name is pronounced, a turf bank dividing the
corn tracts in the open country) gave them a decided advantage, and they appeared as
if determined on resistance; of them we saw no more, for we were ordered to charge
the cavalry in our front which was rather thrown back from the dragoons which the
Germans had charged and these were principally cuirassiers mixed with lancers and
dragoons; they did not wait to receive us, but went about when we were close upon
them. After we had pursued them about 200 yards, a body of cuirassiers charged our
right squadron on its right flank, and forced us to the left, this was the attack of
cuirassiers you mention, it certainly did not take place before we attacked, or I must have
seen it, being in command of the 2nd half squadron. On being charged in the way
mentioned, we must have been carried 100 yards or more to our left before we
reformed, which we did, our right being brought very much forward from our original
direction so that had we continued a direct march from that point, we should have
passed La Belle Alliance on our right flank. The cuirassiers that charged us took that
direction, and we again became pursuers. It must have been at that moment that our
centre and left squadrons passed our right flank and got among the enemy’s cavalry, for
we saw no more of them. We had just come close upon the Charleroi road when Vivian
rode up and said ‘halt 10th and let the 18th come up’. Major Howard came up to us at that
time and of course took the command, Gunning also came with him, he asked me
where his troop was, I had scarcely told him he had better remain with us when he was
shot. When we halted, there was a heavy column of the Imperial Guards on the opposite
side of the road, marching in a diagonal direction towards La Belle Alliance inclining to
the right, and on its left flank was a large number of mounted officers, on the high road
and close to La Belle Alliance was another column, and on our right of the road, and on
our right flank which was thrown back about a quarter distance, was a square of the
Imperial Guard behind which some cavalry was reforming. The 18th Hussars came up
upon our left and the 1st German Hussars were advancing in the same direction, their
right thrown forward, and about 300 yards in our rear. We were then far in advance of
any of our troops, and Vivian sent to request Vandeleur would support him, and we
afterwards heard that the answer brought back, was, that he was Vivian’s senior officer
and he would receive no orders from him. The 18th were formed towards the column
I have mentioned, and advanced in a beautiful line across the road to charge, as they
crossed the high road, a heavy fire was poured into their right flank from the column
formed on the high road. At that moment some cavalry appeared in the left front of the
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18th, they rode furiously into them thereby changing their former direction rather to the
left, the 18th had hitherto been lookers on, and I never saw men so bent upon
destruction as they were when let loose. Vivian rode after the 18th at full speed first
desiring Howard to form the 10th and charge the column in his front, the column
however in the mean time had nearly gained the top of the hill had formed square, for
they could see the advance not only of the German Hussars, but of Vandeleur’s, and
Grant’s brigades, and other cavalry. Howard advanced at a trot, and when we got within
I should say 150 yards or less of them, Arnold seeing a battalion cloaked in red, had
come up close on our rear and on our left of the high road persuaded Howard to halt, and
let him go for the infantry to fire into the square before he charged. It proved to be a
Hanoverian battalion and the officer in command refused to come to our assistance –
Arnold gave him the order in Vivian’s name – but he still refused saying that he did not
care for General Vivian, that he was not his General, and his force was not sufficient to
attack that square; Arnold finding neither threat nor persuasion of any avail returned to
us and we immediately charged, they reserved their fire till we were close upon them,
and the havoc was frightful. Howard, Arnold and myself rode close together in front of
the squadron, and were all hit about the same moment, and it was the right squadron of the
regiment reinforced by some men who had probably got forward in our first charge
from the other troops and were carried away in the melee when we were charged in
flank by the cuirassiers. When we inclined to the right before our first charge, the centre
and left squadron would naturally have followed the movement, and the right squadron
being charged; as it was, would have uncovered the front of the centre squadron, and
then it was that they must have come upon the cavalry as you describe, they never
passed us on our left, but I can no more speak to what the other squadrons were doing
at that period, than any officer or man with them can say what we were about. I have
said this much to show you that it was the right squadron with a few men of other
troops which was with Major Howard when he was killed and not some stragglers
collected there, it was his command after Lord R. Manners succeeded to the command
of the regiment, and he had no opportunity of joining us before, besides it would have
been very odd if Arnold and myself should have lost his squadrons; the men of my own
troop were with me, and that is conclusive to the question of the squadron.

That our charge was on the left of the road and up the hill towards the French right
of La Belle Alliance I give you the following as corroborative evidence.

On my way to the rear after being wounded I came upon the Duke attended, it is
true, by one officer only, but that officer was Lord George Lennox, for he rode up to me and
directed me the way to La Haye Sainte where I should probably find a surgeon. The
Duke was not 200 yards in the rear of our squadron at this time, and about half that
distance from the high road; when I got to the road, I turned to my right, and made [out]
Maitland’s brigade of Guards marching along it, I passed on their left flank, at this time
I could scarcely sit upon my horse, and I cannot readily forget Colonel Gunthorpe13

who was with other officers at the head of the column sending a man to lead my horse,
I remember passing La Haye Sainte, and soon afterwards being joined by Arnold and
several wounded men of the regiment, after which I became senseless, I can remember
nothing till I was put into my gig with Colonel Quentin the following morning. Had our
charge been on our right of the high road I must have turned to my left on reaching the
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high road, and not to the right, in this I cannot be mistaken.
[]

1 The narrative is not dated nor signed, however it is recorded as being written by Bacon in
the British Library Catalogue and the handwriting appears to match his earlier letter.

2 While on the march it was sensible to carry a sack of corn or a bundle of hay, as supplies
could not be guaranteed, but when going into action these supplies would be discarded as a
dangerous encumbrance.

3 This refers to Siborne’s History of the Waterloo Campaign, which was originally published in
two volumes. Appendix 14 refers to the initial order sent around 6 pm on the 15th, for the
cavalry to form up at Ninove; while Appendix 15 refers to the follow up order of 10 pm on
the 15th, ordering the cavalry to Enghien as soon as possible. They however do not include
orders to move on to Quatre Bras as Bacon infers.

4 As to the question of when it was possible for the cavalry to arrive at Quatre Bras, let us
look at the situation. An order made out at 5 pm had to be written for each brigade
commander and could not be sent much before 7 pm; from Brussels it could realistically
travel the 16 miles to Ninove in three hours. Orders would therefore be with the various
brigades, ordering them to form up at Ninove by 10 pm and with individual regiments by 11
pm. It must be stated however that many corps report not receiving orders before 2/3 am.
The second order could not have been received before 2/3 am., and if a night march had
been attempted (always a haphazard venture), the cavalry could have marched the 12 miles
to Enghien by 6 am, even allowing for their slow progress at night. Had this happened
exactly to plan, then the cavalry would be within approximately 25 miles (across difficult
roads) from Quatre Bras, no more than a six-hour journey including rest periods. The
contention that the cavalry could have been at Quatre Bras by 2 pm is therefore theoretically
possible. However in actuality, the cavalry and attached horse artillery does not appear to
have been raised until 3 am, possibly to avoid a night march, and marched at 5 am, arriving
at Enghien only at 9 am. Here they awaited orders until 12 am, therefore not reaching the
battlefield until approximately 8 pm because of the congestion on the roads. Had the orders
been received at Enghien on arrival, it was still possible for the cavalry to have arrived at
Quatre Bras by approximately 5 pm when the battle still raged and although much fatigued,
could have been very useful in assisting the counter offensive launched by Wellington, to
regain the ground lost earlier in the day.

5 The Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Sir Alexander Gordon, 3rd Foot Guards, on the Staff
as Aide de Camp to Lord Wellington. He joined the Guards in 1806 and had served in the
Peninsula as an ADC, carrying home the Ciudad Rodrigo dispatch and being severely
wounded at the Pyrenees. He died the night of 18 June in Wellington’s quarters, of wounds
received at Waterloo.

6 Captain John Grey of the 10th, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel of the Scots Greys. He died
at Sidmouth on 21 December 1843.

7 The fact that the peasant so clearly indicated the route of retreat of the Prussians is
illuminating. The French failed miserably to obtain any information of the retreat, indicating
their failure to send patrols out in this direction. Napoleon only ordered patrols to the East,
in the direction that he was convinced they had retired.

8 Bacon states that they reported to Wellington at 9 am, however most other sources state
that Gordon returned about 7.30 am.

9 The French VI Corps commanded by the Comte de Lobau was held in reserve until being
moved to form a flank guard on the French right to meet the challenge from the Prussian
forces as they arrived.
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10 General Friedrich Wilhelm Bülow von Dennewitz commanding the Prussian IV Corps
which fought bitterly for control of Plançenoit to the rear of the French right flank.

11 Captain Charles Wood had joined the 10th in November 1814. He had previously served in
the Peninsula with the 52nd Foot as a Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, being slightly
wounded at Busaco. He was afterwards placed on half pay on 5 April 1821. Bacon states
that he was wounded and is listed as such in the London Gazette of 1 July 1815, Dalton omits
to show him as wounded.

12 Second Captain Charles Napier of Bolton’s battery of foot artillery, who had only just
assumed command following the death of Captain Samuel Bolton during the attack of the
Imperial Guard. He became a brevet major in 1819, but retired from the Army by selling his
commission in 1827. He died at Lisburn, Ireland on 20 June 1849. It is also conceivable that
command had devolved upon First Lieutenant George Pringle at this period, as soon after
the defeat of the Guard, Napier received eight wounds from a shell burst. This confusion
might explain the rash act of firing through friendly troops so censured by Bacon.

13 Lieutenant and Captain J. Gunthorpe, 1st Foot Guards, Major of Brigade to Major General
Maitland’s 1st Brigade of Guards. He served in the Peninsula and received a General Service
Medal with three bars for Corunna, Nivelle and Nive. He was promoted to lieutenant
colonel in the army in 1821. He retired from the army in 1833.

�
The 18th Hussars

No. 63 Lieutenant Colonel, The Honourable Henry Murray1

Wimbledon, 27 December 1834
  ,  

This letter was originally published in Siborne’s Waterloo Letters (number 76), but is
incorrectly dated as 1835. A great deal of the letter was omitted by Siborne including
copious notes. The complete letter had been entered here; the text left out by Siborne
is printed in italics. Murray’s annotations are marked by A, B, etc., to represent his
manuscript symbols.

Sir,

Being absent from home, to which I returned only a few days ago, it has not been in my power to send

you sooner the answer requested by the letter with which you honoured me.

In the published account of Sir Hussey Vivian, all I know of the 6th Brigade of cavalry at

Waterloo is detailed.

That I could aid a work undertaken with so much zeal and labour, and deserving much respect and

encouragement as yours would really be a pleasure to me; but after a minute, careful and repeated

examination of General Vivian’s letters, and those of Major Gawler and Sir Thomas Reynell 2 and

comparison of them with my own less perfect recollection and memoranda, I have not been able to

ascertain anything new or interesting.

To send you loose conjecture or uncertain incident would neither be very reputable to me nor at all

useful to you; it would yield rubbish rather than material.

There is a great deal more difficulty attending all narrative of this nature than is imagined by those

who have not seriously attempted it; for when varying circumstances, witnessed at the time under great

interruption, are sought historically after the lapse of many years, suggestion occurs as remembrance,
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