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No. 61 Lieutenant Anthony Bacon1

1841
  ,  

Sir,
I have not replied to yours of the 19th before, being unwilling to intrude upon your time
which you say is much occupied. I will however take an early opportunity of calling
upon you, and since you have such high authority for the supposed mistake of the
leading half squadron of the 10th.

I cannot expect you to adopt my version of it, of which I am as positive as though
it only took place yesterday, and on this subject I shall propose addressing a letter to you
through the medium of the U. S. Journal 2 or any other periodical publication, so that at
least my testimony may be upon record, as well as Lord Vivian’s, and indeed it is a duty
I owe to Arnold,3 one of my earliest and dearest friends.

I shall besides make it my business to find out the officer, if living, who was upon the
left of the guns we wheeled through. So much as I saw of Vivian in after years, and so
often as we talked over the Waterloo day, he never mentioned to me the circumstance
as he viewed it, or I think I could easily have convinced him of his erroneous
impression, and that the confusion which called forth his anger was just afterwards in
my half squadron as I have mentioned; Hardmann4 the Adjutant if living is mad, or he
could have corroborated my statement, but such was the thickness of the smoke that I
know of no one else who can. The officers with the half squadrons in the rear could not
see at that moment what was going on in their front, of this I am very sure, for I could
not see the leading half squadron until I had regained my last interval, then all at once
we burst from the darkness of a London November fog into a bright sunshine.

The order was then given ‘Front form squadrons’, our horses were very tired, and the

ground was very deep, and the leading half squadron instead of slackening, increased its pace to a

gallop, so that it was with great difficulty I came up into line with my half squadron, and
certainly not well formed; in short our charge was en ‘debandade’.5 Of the rear of the
column, I cannot speak, but if those squadrons came up in echelon, it must have been
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upon our right, and thus we perhaps attacked with our right squadrons inverted. I only
throw out this hint as worth enquiry to account for the right squadron being upon the
left of the rest of the regiment; as you say ‘you cannot bring us to the left of the other
squadrons across their front.’ Their direction was probably changed to the right, when
we were charged in flank.

The charge of the German light dragoons which you describe at a later period of the
day is precisely what took place upon our right front before we charged, the French
dragoons waited for them as I have described, and received them with a volley of
carbines,6 the lancers do not carry those arms; the German line was checked by the fire,
and we passed them before we came up with the troops in our front, I could point them
out in your model as I did when I saw it some years since, to an inch.

I can mention two circumstances which recall this very vividly to my recollection,
Arnold who was leading the squadron was attacked by an officer and soldier of the
cuirassiers and I got up to him and took one of his opponents from him, and it was at
that moment, we were charged on our right flank by a body of cuirassiers, and all was
confusion, in the midst of which a trooper upon a grey horse, reined his horse short up,
and holding up his sword called to the men to form upon him, and to him was due the
merit of the squadron being so quickly reformed, he was afterwards killed in Howard’s
charge, or he would have been rewarded. After this period we do not agree as to the
locale, and I am still in the same state of perfect conviction. I have a letter from Lord
George Lennox7 who says his memory is not very good, but that his impression is that
I am right, and that I may make use of his name in any correspondence I may deem necessary. I will
endeavour to find out the exact point where Maitland’s brigade of Guards struck into the
Charleroi road, and no doubt there are some survivors among them who saw our charge
on their left front.

We were halted for a few minutes upon the edge of the road before we crossed it,
and then it was that Gunning8 was killed. I saw him fall in the rear of my half squadron,
one of the men calling my attention to him. You are perfectly right in your statement
that he was killed just before Howard’s charge, but as to the spot, your informants and
myself differ very widely. I send you a very rough sort of a plan of the advance of
Vivian’s brigade, should you think it worth while to compare it with other information.
Vivian’s is no doubt very high authority, and it may be deemed presumptuous in me to
differ from it, but I have seen a great deal of cavalry operations, far more than fell to the
lot of my master (Lord Vivian), and from experience know how easy it is for, a
commander to be mistaken in minutiae, though not in the general operations of the
force under his orders, most particularly when circumstances or inclination lead him to
conduct attacks in person.

I am well aware of the difficulties attending the description of any field of battle, and
that you have chosen is perhaps surrounded by more than most others, on account of
the improbability of distinguishing anything that passed beyond your own immediate
position on account of the columns of smoke that hung over the field during the whole
day.

The conflicting accounts you have received must no doubt be numerous, and the
selection a most difficult task. I will do myself the pleasure of calling on you as soon as
I can bring sufficient evidence of Howard’s charge having been on our left of the road;
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that fact established, I have little fear but that my statement will be received as authority
with regard to the alleged blunder of our leading half squadron.

I have the honour to be Sir your most obedient servant
 

Annotations to the diagram
A Advance of Vivian’s brigade in open column of half squadrons.
B Cuirassiers and other cavalry attacked by 10th.
C Advance of 1st Hussars after the charge of the 10th & before Howard charged.
D German light dragoons.
E French dragoons.
F Right squadron of 10th reformed.
G Right squadron of 10th halted to let 18th pass.
H 18th Hussars.
J Cuirassiers who charged the right squadron of the 10th.
K French cavalry before the charge.
L French cavalry.
M Imperial Guards
N Advance of General Maitland’s brigade of Guards about the spot where I met them.
O French cavalry.
P Hanoverians who refused to come to Howard’s assistance.
Q The cross is about the spot where I met the Duke attended by Lord G. Lennox only.
R Right squadron 10th.
S Imperial Guards. The column formed in square before Howard charged.
T Imperial Guards. The column which fired into the 18th as they crossed the road.
U About the position of the centre and left squadrons of the 10th if they followed up

the enemy’s cavalry at the time. Vivian made use of the 18th and halted the right
squadron of the 10th.

1 Bacon was severely wounded in the last charge led by Major Howard and lay all night on the
battlefield. He was appointed a captain in the 13th Light Dragoons in 1818 and a Major in
the 17th Dragoons in 1825. He retired from the British service in 1827. He served in the
Portuguese army from 1832–3 as Colonel Commandant of their cavalry. Afterwards
General Anthony Bacon , he died on 2 July 1864.

2 United Service Journal.

3 Lieutenant Robert Arnold, afterwards Lieutenant Colonel 16th Light Dragoons. He died on
20 August 1839.

4 Lieutenant Samuel Hardman, Adjutant, went on half pay in 1816 and died on 25 November
1855. It would appear he left the army due to mental health problems.

5 French for ‘helter skelter’.
6 A short musket issued to some forms of cavalry, it was notoriously inaccurate however it

seems to have been used here to good effect.
7 Lord George Lennox of the 9th Light Dragoons, Aide de Camp to Lord Wellington, son of

the Duke of Richmond of ball fame. His father the Duke and youngest brother, Lord
William Pitt Lennox, visited the field in civilian clothing while the battle raged and were
noted in numerous memoirs of that day. The Duke of Richmond remained in civilian
clothes as although a full General, he recognized his lack of campaign experience (having
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been Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 1807–13). Had he been in uniform his rank would have
placed him second only to Wellington himself as the senior British officer present. Lord
George’s eldest brother, Captain the Earl of March of the 52nd Foot, also served at
Waterloo as an extra ADC to the Prince of Orange. Lord George joined the army as a
cornet in 1811 and served in the Peninsula, receiving a General Service Medal with six bars
for Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes and Toulouse. He became MP for West Sussex
between 1832–41 and Gentleman of the Bedchamber to Prince Albert. He died in 1873.

8 As already recorded he is not listed among the killed by Dalton, but this letter corroborates
the statement of Captain Taylor above.
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