
FIFTH DIVISION

No. 174 Colonel H. Mansel1

Limerick, 9 December 1842
(Not at Waterloo)

  ,  
My dear Siborne
After writing to you by the last post, I met Price of the Horse Artillery,2 whose brother
was ADC to Sir Thomas Picton at Waterloo3 and he at once stated that Sir Thomas was
wounded on the 16th4 and referred me to Robinson’s Life of Picton,5 an extract from
which I enclose.

I really have not the most distant recollections of ever hearing any of his family
mention this circumstance and if you wish it, I will still write for further information on
this subject, or if you like, I will send on [to] you the book, 2 vols., Robinson’s Memoirs

of Picton.
Most truly yours

  

1 The identity of this officer is problematical. The initials seem certain, but there is no officer
of this name listed in Hart’s Army List for 1840. There is however a Lieutenant Colonel
John Mansel listed, who served in the West Indies, including the captures of St Lucia and
Trinidad, and in the Peninsula in 1811–12 and in 1814. He was involved there in the
reduction of the forts at Salamanca, and the battles of Salamanca and Toulouse. I cannot
however bring these two together.

2 Probably First Lieutenant Edward Price RA.
3 Captain B. Price of the 50th Foot. He was evidently on half pay in 1815, but served at

Waterloo as an extra aide de camp. He was not recorded as having been wounded but died
soon afterwards in London on 21 January 1816.

4 This establishes with certainty that Picton was wounded at Quatre Bras but concealed his
wound to continue in command until his death at Waterloo.

5 H.B. Robinson’s two-volume work was published in London in 1836, entitled Memoirs and

Correspondence of General Sir T. Picton.

�
No. 175 Captain The Honourable Charles Gore, 85th Foot,

Aide de Camp to Sir James Kempt1

Montreal, 23 September 1842
  ,  

Sir
I enclose three sketches of the ground and positions occupied by Kempt’s brigade.



In no.1 the Belgians under General Perponcher2 were in line by the hedge but ere the
first grand attack they gave way – when Sir James Kempt’s brigade let them through,
formed line, advanced to the hedge as in no. 2, arrested the French column and drove
them down the slope and formed squares, returned to their position and formed line as
in no. 2.
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A French column had passed the road just after the column opposed to Kempt’s
brigade were defeated and marched direct to Sir William Ponsonby’s brigade of cavalry,
which charged into them and drove them back.3

Pack’s brigade had formed line and were also advancing but being more retired than
we were did not reach the road so soon. Kempt’s brigade was commanded by Sir
William Belson4 of the 28th, as General Picton was killed in attempting to rally the
Belgians, which was immediately reported to Sir J. Kempt as he directed line to be
formed from column and to advance, so that we reached the hedge at the same time as
the enemy.

Kempt’s brigade had its right within a few yards of the road not on it. The ground
was not favourable for them and we had only time to form line and advance, I cannot
recollect the exact position of the 95th after they were driven in5 but when we advanced
they did so also.

The 1st and 6th Battalions KGL6 was on the other side of the road and I am quite
sure from what I know of Colonel Baring who commanded them, that he would have
let no opportunity slip of doing mischief to the attack of the enemy upon us.

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most humble servant
 

1 Gore had joined the 6th Foot as an ensign in 1808. He exchanged to the 43rd in 1811
serving in the Peninsula. ADC to Sir Andrew Barnard at Salamanca and to Sir J. Kempt at
Vittoria he remained in this capacity until Waterloo. He received a General Service Medal
with nine bars for Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Salamanca, Vittoria, Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive,
Orthes and Toulouse. He had three horses killed beneath him at Waterloo. Made , 

and afterwards General, Colonel of the 6th Foot and Lieutenant Governor of Chelsea
Hospital, he died on 4 September 1869.

2 Lieutenant General Baron Perponcher commanded the 2nd Dutch Division, only the 1st
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Brigade of Major General Bijlandt was stationed in line in front of Picton’s troops, the 2nd
Brigade was stationed further to the left at Papelotte. This is particularly interesting as it
shows that Bijlandt’s Belgians were formed behind the hedges at the time of the attack
rather than on the forward slope, which remains a persistent claim. Secondly and more
importantly, it shows the Belgians forming a long line at the hedge with Kempt’s Brigade
forming in reserve. This gives the Belgians adequate room to deploy (see John Hussey’s
article ‘Bylandt’s Brigade at Waterloo’ (The British Army Review 129, Spring 2002, pp 78–86)
regarding their frontage appearing to be too small for the number of troops). It also ties in
perfectly with British memoirs which describe the Belgians falling back through them, which
could only happen if they were deployed behind them.

3 This is a notable statement as it infers that the column passed the road before being charged
by the cavalry, however, all other witnesses state that they did not reach the road. If this
statement were correct, it would immediately pose the question as to how the French
columns were caught unprepared and ridden over, as Gore’s testimony would have put them
firmly in the rear of the crest, where the advance of the cavalry would be clearly observed.

4 Lieutenant Colonel Sir Charles P. Belson  of the 28th Regiment took command of the
8th Brigade following Picton’s death with Major General Sir James Kempt taking command
of the 5th Division. Belson had served throughout the Peninsular war with the 28th.
Afterwards he became Lieutenant Colonel of the 56th Foot and a major general in 1819. He
died at Blackheath on 5 November 1830.

5 They were pushed back from the sand pit and knoll to the sunken road.
6 This is a mistake by Gore, the 1st Battalion was in Colonel du Plat’s 1st KGL Brigade and

the 6th Battalion was not at Waterloo at all. Colonel Baron Ompteda commanded the 2nd
KGL Brigade which as part of Alten’s 3rd Division was stationed just to the right of the
cross roads. The KGL units here would have been the 1st Light Battalion and the 5th and
8th Line Battalions. Major Baring with the 2nd Light Battalion and other detachments
commanded the defence of La Haye Sainte and was occupied there at the time of the
cavalry charge. See his letters (numbers 163–165).

�
Eighth Brigade

The 28th Regiment

No. 176 Captain Charles Cadell1

Edinburgh, 30 April 1835
  ,  

Sir,
I am sorry to state that when your letter with the plan of Waterloo came here, I was in
London busying with the narrative of the 28th2 and was expected to return any day, and
when I did come I found my brother was from home who had charge of all my letters
and I only got the plan the day before yesterday. I have traced the position of the 28th
as well as my recollection will admit after so long a period, imperfect as it is I hope it will
be of use to you, but really a platoon officer can make very few observations, as the face
of our position changes every moment, perhaps you may be able to get some truer
information than mine.
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