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The Duchy of Arenberg and the Dukes and Princes Who Fought 
during the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars, 1789-1815:  
Arenberg, Prosper-Louis, Prince, then 7th Duke of 
 
By Daniel Clarke 
 
 
Author’s Thanks: I have to thank two people who helped me greatly while I was 
completing this biography of Duke Prosper-Louis of Arenberg. The first is retired Belgian 
air force General and the dedicated historian of the Chevau-Legers Belges du Duc 
d’Arenberg, Guy van Eeckhoudt, author of Les Chevau-Légers Belges du Duc d’Arenberg 
(2002). We got in contact with each other via Linkedin one weekend, and by the Sunday 
evening he had sent me about 20 emails containing the MS Word copies of his book and 
the images it contained. He has also given me background information about other 
officers who served in the regiment. The second person is Paul Demet, who contributes 
a lot to the Forum, and who helped me at the start of this little project. He gave me 
information about Mr van Eeckhoudt’s book and also a number of scans from the book, 
including the bibliography and uniform images, to start me on my way. 
 
Prosper-Louis, Prince, then 7th Duke of Arenberg and 13th Duke of Aarschot, was born 
on April 28, 1785 at the family estate at Enghien, close to the city of Brussels in the 
Austrian Netherlands (Belgium). He was the first son of Louis-Engelbert, 6th Duke of 
Arenberg and 12th Duke of Aarschot, and his wife Pauline-Louise-Antoinette-Candide de 
Brancas-Villars, Comtesse de Lauragais. The old duke was often known as “the Blind 
Duke”, because he had lost the sight in both of his eyes after a hunting accident in his 
early twenties.  
 
Both of Prosper-Louis’s marriages seem to have been political in nature. In February 1808 
he first married Marie-Rose-Françoise-Stéphanie Tascher de la Pagerie, a niece of 
Empress Joséphine of France, Napoleon’s first wife. This was probably done to ensure 
the Arenberg family kept hold of its estates in Belgium and also Germany. However, the 
marriage produced no children, owing to the fact that he served in Spain from 1809 until 
1811, where he was captured and held in Britain as a prisoner of war until 1814. They 
divorced in 1816, with Prosper-Louis suggesting that it failed due to ‘the tyranny that 
weighed on France’ caused by Napoleon. In January 1819 he married again, this time to 
Marie-Ludmilla-Rose, Princess of Lobkowicz (Lobkowitz), whose family was from 
Bohemia (Czech Republic) within the Austrian Empire. Given that Belgium formerly 
belonged to Austria as the Austrian Netherlands, this marriage was most likely designed 
to show Prosper-Louis’s loyalty to the victors of the Napoleonic Wars.   
 
Other notable family members included his older sister, Pauline-Caroline-Iris of Arenberg, 
who married Joseph II, 6th Prince of Schwartzenberg in 1794. He was the older brother 
of Karl Philipp, Prince of Schwartzenberg and Duke of Krumau (1771-1820), who became 
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an Austrian Feldmarschall in 1813 and led, firstly, the Austrian Army of Bohemia, and 
later the combined force of the Allies against Napoleon between 1813 and 1815. She was 
killed in 1810 in the fire at the Austrian ambassadors residence in Paris, during a party 
celebrating the marriage of Napoleon to Princes Marie Louise of Austria. Prosper-Louis 
was also the nephew of Auguste-Marie-Raymond, Prince of Arenberg and Count of La 
Marck (1753-1833), who was his father’s younger brother and a general officer in the 
French, and later the Austrian and Dutch armies. He also had a nephew, Ernest-
Engelbert, Prince of Arenberg (1777-1857), who was the son Auguste-Marie-Raymond. 
Ernest-Engelbert served as a Major in Austrian army during the late 1790s and early 
1800s, before returning to Belgium in 1803 where he became a French citizen. In 1814, 
when the French were driven from the Netherlands and Belgium he became a Colonel 
and later a Generaal Majoor in the newly formed Dutch-Belgian army.  
 
After receiving a good education, during his eighteenth year Prosper-Louis’s father 
passed the principality onto him in 1803. This seems to only happen after the family agree 
to become French citizens when Napoleon visits them in Brussels in July, promising that 
they could keep the lands they had in Belgium and Germany. This made him the 7th Duke 
of Arenberg and 13th Duke of Aarschot. The next major event in the young Duke’s life 
came in the autumn of 1806. Before going to war with Prussia, Napoleon began to 
organise a number of new military units from his newly created Empire and foreign corps. 
With this in mind he wanted to mobilise the manpower of Belgium, and signed a decree 
in September creating the Cheavau-Legers Belges du Duc d’Arenberg. As the Arenberg 
family was one of the most influential in the small country at this time, Prosper-Louis, a 
complete military novice—who seems to have been courting his future first wife at this 
time as well—was chosen to become the regiment’s Colonel and commanding officer at 
the age of just 21. One of Napoleon’s aims by creating this unit was to make the noble 
families of Belgium more loyal to his rule. This seemed to work, as over half of the first 
officers to join the regiment were young noblemen. However, these men—and also the 
rank and file who enlisted—had no military experience, which would cause their French 
instructors no end of trouble in the coming months. When training of the regiment began 
around the city of Liege, a veteran French officer was sent to whip them into shape in the 
form of Major Auguste-Jean-Joseph-Gilbert Ameil (1775-1816), who became a General 
de Brigade in 1812. It helped that by coincidence Ameil’s birth certificate shows that none 
other than Auguste-Marie-Raymond, Prince of Arenberg and Count of La Marck (1753-
1833), was his godfather! 
 
There are three things that made this regiment unique among Napoleon’s Chasseurs-a-
Cheval cavalry regiments, particularly when it officially became part of the French army 
as the 27th Chasseurs-a-Cheval in 1808. Firstly, the regiment was recruited entirely by 
voluntary enlistment, as compared to conscription for other French regiments, which 
perhaps explains why the regiment could field no more than half of its slated strength 
during its existence. Secondly, the regiment was originally organised with the standard 
four squadrons, but Prosper-Louis wanted to add the small contingent from the lands of 
Arenberg as a fifth squadron. These were destined to join other forces being organised 
as part of the Confederation of the Rhine. Napoleon sent a dispatch to the Duke in 
January 1807 accepting the proposal, but with the proviso that the Duke should use his 
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own personal funds to clothe, feed and equip the extra men. This squadron would be 
recruited from men living in Belgium, France, ex-Prussian and Brunswick veterans from 
the 1806 war, and a myriad of Germans, all packed into this 122-man unit.  
 
 

 

 

Painting: Hamburg Manuscript Collection, Both Uniforms 
The painting shown, which is in the Hamburg Manuscript Collection, gives us an idea of the changes 

Prosper-Louis made to the initial, regulation design of his regiment’s uniform. On the left are two figures in 
the plainer dress of Chasseurs-a-Cheval, while on the right is a figure in the Duke’s changed uniform. 

This consisted of a dolman with gold braiding, buttons down the side of the trousers (the amaranth stripe 
is not shown here), and hussar boots. Courtesy of Napoleon On-line. 

 

http://www.napoleon-online.de/


© 1995 – 2018 The Napoleon Series 
 

 
 

Painting: Hamburg Manuscript Collection, Carabinier Elite Squadron 
Another painting in the collection, done while the regiment was stationed in Hamburg in 1807-1808, 
shows the uniform of a member of the elite squadron of the regiment. The only difference being that 

instead of a shako he wears a bearskin. Courtesy of Napoleon On-line. 
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 Painting: Hamburg Manuscript Collection, Officer Chevau-Legers du Duc d’Arenberg 
A third painting in the collection depicts an officer of the regiment. The heavy gold chevrons on his 

sleeves and thigh area distinguish him as an officer. On the pouch at his side are three gold dots; these 
could be the three flowers of Arenberg, which appear in the family’s coat of arms.  

Courtesy of Napoleon On-line. 
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The third, and perhaps most distinctive, standout point of the regiment was its uniform 
(see the three paintings above). Originally decreed by the French war ministry as being 
the same as French Chasseurs-a-Cheval regiments—plain, dark green single-breasted 
jacket and trousers, with amaranth facings for the collar and cuffs, yellow buttons, hussar-
style boots, and a shako—Prosper-Louis had other ideas, as he needed to sell his 
regiment to potential naïve, starry-eyed recruits. In 1807 the Duke began to put his own 
ideas into practice. Somewhat minor changes included adding an amaranth stripe down 
the outside of the trouser legs, and supplying at least part of his regiment with black 
sheepskin saddle cloths, as originally the regiment was supposed to have less expensive 
saddle pads. (One painting shows the regiment in brown trousers with black collars and 
cuffs, which were probably from the regiment’s time in Spain where clothing supply was 
inadequate—See painting on the following page). The most striking of the Duke’s 
deviations from the regulations was his introduction of a hussar dolman to replace the 
single-breasted jackets. Officers are even shown with pelisses as well as just the dolman. 
The dolman—a tighter fitting, short-cut jacket with heavy braiding as compared to the 
longer, looser and plainer jacket of other cavalry regiments—was still dark green with 
amaranth colours, but the front was heavily braided in gold or yellow, with the braiding 
connecting three rows of buttons.  
 
In early 1807, after months of hard training, only three squadrons were ready for active 
service. Prosper-Louis and these squadrons were sent to join Maréchal Guillaume Marie 
Anne Brune’s (1763-1815) observational corps, which was garrisoning the Baltic Coast. 
The regiment was in the brigade of corps cavalry that was led by Dutch Generaal Majoor 
Antoine Benedict Carteret (1759- 1809)1. In March Prosper-Louis and his men had their 
first brush with the enemy at a combat near Neidenburg (Nidzica), where French Major 
Deschamps was wounded. All was quiet until August while the regiment performed rear-
area duties, when they clashed with a force of Swedes at Anclam (Anklam), some miles 
southeast of Stralsund. After this incident the regiment was assigned to the garrison of 
Hamburg, which was commanded by Maréchal Jean Baptiste Bernadotte (1763-1844). 

                                                      
1 This officer is not included in the lists of French Generals Who Served in the French Army on the Napoleon Series, as he died before the Kingdom of Holland 

became part of metropolitan France in 1810.  
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Painting: Pierre Albert Leroux (1890-1959), 27e Chasseurs-a-Cheval, 1808-1813, Courtesy of the 
Anne S K Brown Military Collection, Brown University Library 

This painting by French artist Pierre Albert Leroux depicts a trooper from the regiment in what seems to 
be a uniform put together from items available while it served in Spain, 1809-1813. It provides good detail 

regarding the dolman worn by the regiment, but instead of amaranth coloured collar and cuffs he has 
black ones, perhaps made from fur if the texture is anything to go by around the collar. However, another 
theory is that this is in fact a buttoned up pelisse with black fur trimmings. A Belgian artist named Aerts 

depicts Colonel Prosper-Louis’s uniform in Guy van Eeckhoudt’s history of the regiment, which shows him 
with a pelisse very similar to this with the black fur, instead of white that other officer’s pelisses had. 

Therefore Leroux may have assumed pelisses with black fur were standard issue to the whole regiment, 
and painted this trooper as such. Instead of dark green trousers with an amaranth stripe down the 

outside, he wears a brown pair, although he still retains the row of buttons.    
 
 
Over the course of the next year the regiment remained around this great trading city—
during which time Prosper-Louis took a leave of absence to marry on February 1, 1808—
until August 1808. At this point the Spanish corps of General Pedro Caro y Sureda, 3rd 
Marquis of La Romana (1761-1811), mutinied after hearing of the events in their 
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homeland. The Belgians and other troops near by could not prevent the Spaniards from 
boarding British transports, and most got away and sailed to Spain. Also in 1808 the 
Cheavau-Legers Belges du Duc d’Arenberg lost their distinctive title. Instead, on May 29, 
when they officially became part of the French Empire’s army, the regiment was renamed 
the 27th Chasseurs-a-Cheval Cavalry Regiment. 
 

 
 

Painting: Captain Wesner and Trumpeter with his Company of the Elite Squadron, in the Private 
Collection of Guy van Eeckhoudt 

This painting, now in the ownership of Guy van Eeckhoudt, shows Captain Wesner of the regiment’s elite 
squadron with his men and a trumpeter, perhaps on patrol outside of Hamburg. The uniform of the 

trumpeter is the opposite of what the regiment wore. Instead of a dark green dolman with amaranth collar 
and cuffs, he has an amaranth dolman with dark green collar and cuffs, and also green braiding not gold. 
The trumpeters and troopers saddle cloths are of white sheepskin, as van Eeckoudt notes black was too 

hard to find.  
 
 
Not long after the mutiny of the Spanish troops, Prosper-Louis received orders to take his 
regiment to Spain as well. Marching south through Germany and France, he and his men 
reached Bayonne in the third week of December 1808. He then set off toward Madrid, 
passing through the towns and cities of Tolosa, Mondragón (Arrasate), Vitoria (Vitoria-
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Gasteiz), Burgos and Valladolid, before reaching the Spanish capital on the first day of 
February 1809. At the end of this long march the regiment could only field two of its four 
squadrons. Due to this they were attached to King Joseph Napoleon’s Spanish Royal 
Guard, in the brigade led by General Deo-Gratias-Nicolas Godinot (1765-1811).  
 
Prosper-Louis and his regiment remained around Madrid for the next several months. 
These months of guard duty were hard for Ameil who became bored very quickly. He 
even criticised the regiment in a letter, writing that it “lazes at will” in the city. He even 
wrote to Maréchal Claude-Victor Perrin (1764-1841) suggesting that he ask Joseph to 
assign the regiment to his corps, and attacked Prosper-Louis personally writing that he 
was a “child”, and a “12-year-old colonel . . . ”. These insults, and the extraordinary threat 
of a duel between himself and Prosper-Louis, lead to his arrest and imprisonment for a 
short time, before he was sent back to France. Ameil arrived in Paris in April, just in time 
for the start of the war with Austria. He then distinguished himself, became a Colonel, and 
was given his own Chasseurs-a-Cheval regiment to lead!  
 
However, life was not as easy in Madrid as Ameil perhaps intimated in his letters, 
escorting senior officers, government officials and supply trains. The guerrilla war had 
begun. In trying to chase them down from the 30 different camps or outposts around the 
city the regiment occupied, numerous horses were lost due to fatigue, which the supply 
department grew tired of replacing. Eventually after Prosper-Louis fired off dispatches 
complaining of his men’s task, his regiment was given only six outposts on the outskirts 
of the city to garrison. This did not help, as on June 11 eight troopers from the regiment 
were attacked and killed by guerrillas; or murdered as the brother of one of those victims 
wrote home a few days later. 
 
At the end of July Joseph had to march out from Madrid in person to reinforce Maréchal 
Claude-Victor Perrin’s I Corps, which was facing the combined British and Spanish armies 
near Talavera. At the Battle of Talavera on July 27-28, Prosper-Louis and his squadrons 
remained in reserve near Casa de Salinas, far from the fighting to their front. With the 
defeat of the French attacks, Joseph’s army was forced to retreat back the way they had 
come, and it took up a position behind the River Alberche. But the British and Spanish 
did not follow, later withdrawing to the west, and Joseph turned his attention to another 
Spanish force: the Army of La Mancha. This was threatening Madrid from the south along 
the River Tagus.  
 
Joseph combined his Royal Guard—of which Prosper-Louis and his 27th Chasseurs-a-
Cheval were still a part—General Horace-François-Bastien Sebastiani’s (1772-1851) IV 
Corps and a division of Dragoons, and advanced on Aranjuez to engage the Spanish. 
Here, on August 5, Sebastiani pushed in the rearguard of the Spaniards, and Prosper-
Louis lost three men taken as prisoners during the skirmishing. The Spanish commander, 
General Francisco Javier Venegas (1754-1838), withdrew, but then decided to offer more 
of a fight at the town of Almonacid with his 23,000 men on August 11.  
 
During the intervening days between August 5 and 11, a gap of around ten miles had 
developed between Sebastiani’s IV Corps and Joseph’s Royal Guard. This meant that 
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during the morning of August 11, instead of attacking the first Spanish position at 5.30am 
along with the IV Corps, Prosper-Louis and his cavalrymen were marching hard toward 
the sounds of the battlefield. In this morning attack Sebastiani managed to outflank the 
Spanish left on the Cerrojones hills, but the Spanish reformed closer to the town, with 
their left now on the heights of Cerro de la Cruz. While Sebastiani prepared a second 
attack, Prosper-Louis and the rest of the Royal Guard began to arrive on the field. With 
these reinforcements Sebastiani’s 3rd Division attacked the Spanish left again, while 
parts of his 1st and 2nd Divisions attacked the centre with the aid of the infantry from 
Godinot’s newly arrived brigade. The pressure was too much and the Spaniards began a 
hasty withdrawal. All of the French cavalry were then set loose upon them, but could not 
do any significant damage. During the pursuit of the Spaniards after their morning march, 
Prosper-Louis’s regiment suffered few losses, although a handful of men were wounded.   
 

 
 

Painting: Herbert Knotel (1893-1963), Trooper, Chevau-Legers du Duc d’Arenberg, 1807, Courtesy 
of the West Point Museum Collection, United States Military Academy 

This watercolour by artist Herbert Knotel gives the best representation of what the regiment’s uniform 
would have looked like when it arrived in Spain. The detail of the dolman is clearly shown, along with the 
amaranth stripe down the outside of the trouser leg. Here a black sheepskin saddlecloth is depicted, but 

as noted in an earlier image, white sheepskin had replaced it by 1808-1809.   
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Painting: Herbert Knotel (1893-1963), Chef d’Escadron, Chevau-Legers du Duc d’Arenberg, 1808, 
Courtesy of the West Point Museum Collection, United States Military Academy 

The second of Knotel’s watercolours of the regiment, which shows the uniform of a squadron 
commander. This suggests that officers’ trouser stripes were gold and not amaranth, and he also has a 
gold and amaranth waist sash. He also shows how much Prosper-Louis tried to make his regiment look 

like hussars to attract recruits, as he wears a pelisse over his left shoulder with white fur trimmings.   
 

Once these events had taken place, Prosper-Louis and his regiment were transferred to 
General Antoine-Marie Paris d’Illins’s (1746-1809) cavalry brigade of the V Corps. This 
formation was stationed close to Madrid. As summer turned to autumn and with the 
Spaniards seemingly dispersed, no threat to the Spanish capital seemingly existed. 
However, the Spanish Junta had other plans. They removed Venegas from command 
and replaced him with General Juan Carlos de Aréizaga (d. 1816), while at the same time 
reinforced the Army of La Mancha to a strength of 50,000 men. Surprised by the Spanish 
advance from the south in early November, Joseph and his Maréchaux concentrated the 
closest formations at hand on Madrid, including the V Corps. The whole marched to the 
banks of the River Tagus around Aranjuez for a second time, where the French and 
Spanish armies manoeuvred against each other from November 11 to the 18.  
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On November 18 the French crossed the river and marched for the small town of Ocaña. 
Prosper-Louis and his two squadrons were in the vanguard of the army with Paris’s 
brigade and a division of Dragoons, around 3,000 men. Near to the village of Ontígola, 
only a few miles out from Aranjuez, they ran into three of the Army of La Mancha’s four 
cavalry divisions, about 4,000 horsemen. This set the scene for the Peninsular War’s 
largest cavalry battle. A short time after the vanguard had seen the Spanish and halted 
their march, General Sebastiani rode up from the following IV Corps to find out why the 
advance had stopped. Disregarding the numerical strength of the Spaniards, Sebastiani 
ordered the French horsemen to attack. He told General Paris to attack their advanced 
elements, which would give the Dragoon division time to form for their own advance. 
Prosper-Louis brought his regiment into line with the other regiments of Paris’s brigade 
and started forward. Once close enough to the advanced Spanish cavalry they charged. 
In the short combat that followed the Spaniards were driven back on their supports, and 
Paris’s brigade fell back to reform, although Paris himself was killed. The Spanish then 
came forward in one large, three-division column, whereupon the four regiments of 
Dragoons charged straight through them, breaking the mass easily and driving them 
toward Ocaña. Once Prosper-Louis and the rest of the French cavalry had reorganised 
themselves and marched to the town, they found that Spanish infantry had already 
occupied it, so they waited for their own supports to come up. 
 
The next morning, November 19, found the Spanish deployed in two lines. A deep ravine 
ran in front of Ocaña and the Spanish left, which meant neither side could attack each 
other in this part of the field. It was therefore decided to demonstrate against the centre 
and left, while all of the cavalry swept around the open Spanish right flank. One division 
of the V Corps formed against the Spanish centre, while the other division supported the 
IV Corps against the Spanish right, with all of the cavalry forming behind the latter, which 
screened their flank march from view. When the IV Corps advanced, Prosper-Louis took 
his men to the left, beyond the French flank, with the rest of the cavalry, and Paris’s 
brigade formed behind the division of Dragoons, supporting their left flank. When the 
infantry was engaged with each other, the French cavalry advanced toward the three 
Spanish cavalry divisions posted on that flank. But these did not see the French horsemen 
coming due to the olive groves growing in that area, although they were sparse in nature. 
The Spanish cavalry quickly broke after being surprised by the French attack. Prosper-
Louis and his regiment charged into the Spanish behind the Dragoons, before turning 
about to their right and attacking the Spanish infantry in their now open flank and rear. 
Whole divisions melted away, and about 14,000 prisoners were taken. Prosper-Louis and 
his men suffered very lightly during the fighting, most likely because the Spanish did very 
little fighting themselves.   
 
Following the Battle of Ocaña Prosper-Louis and the 27th Chasseurs-a-Cheval retired 
back to Madrid with the rest of the IV Corps, having rejoined it. But he was involved in two 
skirmishes at Huete southeast of the city on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 1809. In 
January 1810 Joseph and his commanders resolved to invade Andalusia and take the 
cities of Seville and Cadiz to pacify the south of Spain. Marching south in early January, 
Prosper-Louis and his regiment passed through the Sierra Morena passes on January 
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20. Here the Spanish tried to hold the narrow defiles through which the road led, but they 
were driven off by the infantry of the corps after some skirmishing. After entering 
Andalusia Prosper-Louis headed toward Granada with the rest of the IV Corps. However, 
they were detached from the corps and sent back to the main army advancing against 
Seville. Prosper-Louis arrived in the city on January 29, where he remained until late 
February, when he received orders to go to the Huelva area at the confluence of the Odiel 
and Rio Tinto Rivers on the coast.  
 

 
 

Painting: Rene van den Neste (1922-2009), Portrait of Colonel Prosper-Louis, Duke of Arenberg, 
Leading his Regiment into Andalusia, January 1810, in the Private Collection of Guy van 

Eeckhoudt 
This painting was completed by van den Neste and later passed to Mr van Eeckhoudt as they were good 

friends. It depicts Prosper-Louis at the head of his elite squadron crossing into Andalusia in January 
1810. It shows the Duke wearing his pelisse buttoned up (it was winter, so probably quite cold), with the 
detail of the gold braiding once again. His collar and cuffs seem to be a white fur of some kind. In one 
detail different to that of Knotel, instead of a gold stripe down the outside of his trousers, the Duke has 
amaranth instead. The painting also shows the Duke clean-shaven, but by this time he had grown two 

large hussar-style mustachios.   
 
For most of the next year, while the I Corps besieged Cadiz, Prosper-Louis garrisoned 
the area west along the coast around Huelva and Almonte in conjunction with another 
force led by Colonel Victor Urbain Rémond (1773-1859). To complete this task he had 
his own regiment—now with three squadrons—and two battalions of the 103rd Régiment 
d’Infanterie de Ligne, about 1,500 men in total. To spread an insurgency in this region the 
Spanish Junta sent General Francisco Copons y Navia (1769-1842) and 700 regular 
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troops, who galvanised the local peasantry and attacked Prosper-Louis’s garrisons from 
the hills. Throughout the spring and summer Prosper-Louis and his brigade were involved 
in a number of small-scale skirmishes and ambushes with these forces. This included 
actions at Moguer on March 21, where one of his officers was wounded; Corrales on April 
16; and Gibraléon on June 4.  
 
At Gibraléon Prosper-Louis led five companies of infantry and some of his cavalry on an 
expedition to the village, after hearing that close to 1,700 Spaniards were gathered there, 
nearly 500 of which had landed there from Cadiz to strengthen Copons y Navia. There is 
a stream in front of the village on the road from San Juan del Puerto, which was spanned 
by a small bridge. When Prosper-Louis and his force arrived early in the morning, he sent 
a party of his cavalry forward to try and force the Spanish to show their positions. This 
succeeded, but the lieutenant leading the party decided to charge the bridge, and was 
killed when about half way across. Seeing this Prosper-Louis sent the bulk of his regiment 
under one of his squadron commanders to find a ford, while keeping another small force 
of his cavalry in front of the bridge. When his detached force found a ford they crossed 
the stream and attacked the Spanish, while the smaller force of men in front of the bridge 
attacked at the same time. These attacks drove the Spanish from Gibraléon in a headlong 
retreat, with Prosper-Louis personally leading his regiment in pursuit, during which a 
spent musket ball struck his right thigh causing severe bruising. The Spanish seem to 
have lost about 300 men in the fighting, while Prosper-Louis lost one officer killed and 25 
other casualties.2 
 
In August 1810 Prosper-Louis faced his sternest test as an independent commander. The 
Spanish Junta at Cadiz proposed that General Luis Lacy’s (1772-1817) division, which 
was in port at Gibraltar, should be embarked on their transports and landed at Huelva, so 
that he could remove Prosper-Louis’s force—which their intelligence informed them was 
small—and collect food supplies to take into Cadiz. Lacy landed his 3,000 men near 
Huelva on August 23, and pushed back two of Prosper-Louis’s garrisons who came out 
to meet him. One of these was from the village of Moguer and was led by Prosper-Louis 
in person, consisting of one battalion of infantry and about 200 men of his cavalry 
regiment. He delayed the Spaniards throughout most of the day, losing 50 men killed or 
wounded and 18 prisoners. The next day Prosper-Louis gathered his detachments at 
Niebla and retreated down the road to Seville. But he did not reach the city, as Lacy did 
not press his advantage in numbers, and even re-embarked his men on August 29 
considering his task completed. On August 27 and 28 Prosper-Louis skirmished with the 
Spaniards near the village of La Palma (La Palma del Condado), and on August 29 sent 
most his cavalry regiment south-eastwards to Sanlùcar (Sanlùcar de Barrameda) in 
pursuit of an unknown force. After Lacy’s retreat Prosper-Louis and his forces re-
garrisoned the area, and settled into their routine of fighting small combats with the 
insurgents. In September there were two such skirmishes near Lucena (Lucena del 
Puerto), where 13 of his men were killed.  

                                                      
2 There seems to be confusion around the fighting at Gibraléon, and possibly the fighting in August at Moguer. Mr van Eeckhoudt in his history of the 27th 

Chasseurs-a-Cheval gives the events as I have followed around Gibraléon, but Jean d’Orléans Guise in Un Village Andalou sous le Premier Empire pendant 

l’Occupation Française, suggests that the expediation to Gibraléon on June 4 was to requisition supplies from the village, where Prosper-Louis met resistance from 

a few local guerrilla fighters, and not 1,700 men, including 200 cavalry, as Mr van Eeckhoudt suggests.   
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A little later, in December 1810, Prosper-Louis received orders to take his regiment to 
Seville and join the V Corps once again. In the city Maréchal Nicolas Jean-de-Dieu Soult 
(1769-1851) was organising a force to invade Portugal and take the fortress of Badajoz. 
On the last day of December the army gathered in the city departed in two columns, the 
second of which was led by General Marie-Victor-Nicolas de Fay, Marquis de La Tour-
Maubourg (1768-1850), and included Prosper-Louis. This column skirmished with 
Portuguese and Spanish cavalry along the border between the two countries, before re-
joining Soult and the infantry on January 6, 1811. Realising he could not take Badajoz 
without taking the small fortress of Olivenza first, Soult took most of the infantry and 
artillery to capture it, while the cavalry screened his movements. He only took one 
regiment of cavalry to use as his scouts, and it was Prosper-Louis’s 27th Chasseurs-a-
Cheval with a strength of around 1,000 men in three squadrons. When Soult’s force 
approached the fortress on January 11, Prosper-Louis and his men were given the task 
of pushing in the Spanish outposts, which he accomplished quickly and without loss. The 
walls of the fort were in poor condition, and a breach made in 1801 by a Spanish besieging 
force when they captured it had not been repaired fully. After only two weeks the French 
siege guns re-opened this breach and the governor surrendered the place on January 23.  
 
Moving quickly, Soult marched his force the 12 miles to the fortress of Badajoz, where it 
began to arrive on January 26. Once encamped around the fortress Prosper-Louis and 
his regiment were assigned to the light cavalry brigade of General Andre-Louis-Elisabeth-
Marie Briche (1772-1825). During the early weeks of the siege Prosper-Louis had to 
screen the army, and in the small-scale skirmishes that his men were engaged in two of 
his officers were wounded in early February.3 
 
After the French arrived in front of Badajoz, the British and Spanish sent two reinforced 
infantry divisions and some cavalry of the Army of Estremadura under General Gabriel 
Mendizabel (1765-1838)—who had replaced General the Marquis of La Romana, when 
that officer died on January 23—to lift the siege. Mendizabel arrived opposite the fortress 
on the north bank of the Guadiana River on February 5, and managed to get most of his 
men into the town by crossing the bridge across the river. Two days later he attacked the 
French siege lines, but was driven off by a counterattack. He then withdrew back across 
the bridge to the San Cristobal heights where he had a large encampment. Between 
February 11 and 18 Soult could not send any force to attack the Spanish as the river was 
in flood, and he contented himself with using some of his heavy guns to bombard the 
camp. Late on February 18 his engineers informed him the Guadiana and also the smaller 
Gevora River were shallow enough to cross on a makeshift pontoon bridge. During the 
night the infantry and cavalry crossed the Guadiana on the bridge, and by morning were 
ready to attack the San Cristobal heights across the Gevora River.    
 
After Prosper-Louis and his 600-man squadron d’elite crossed the Guadiana in the night 
with the rest of Maréchal Édouard Mortier’s (1768-1835) assembled force, they turned 
left, or west, toward the Gevora River and the San Cristobal heights. To aid the French in 
                                                      
3 In his work on the Peninsular War, Sañudo suggests that the regiment fought at an action near Fregenal (Fregenal de la Sierra) on February 16. However, this 

village is nearly 95 kilometers south of Badajoz, so this is unlikely.  
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surprising the Spanish, the early morning of February 19 dawned very foggy. Mortier sent 
the Dragoon regiments of Latour-Maubourg across fords higher up the Gevora River, to 
get behind the left rear of the Spanish line where the heights were at their lowest. Briche’s 
brigade with Prosper-Louis crossed at other fords to the left of the Dragoons, and 
attempted to find the Spanish left flank on the lower, or northern, reaches of the heights, 
while the three infantry regiments stormed the small bridge over the river, catching the 
Spanish pickets unprepared due to the dense fog. Finding the northern part of the heights 
unguarded, Briche’s regiments turned southward and advanced along the ridge toward 
the sounds of musket fire. The firing was caused by the French infantry advancing against 
the steep front face of the ridge. At this moment the fog lifted and Mendizabel saw Briche’s 
cavalrymen coming toward his open left flank. The Spanish officers formed their men into 
two large divisional squares, and Briche and Prosper-Louis came down and charged into 
the left-hand square. During his charge into the Spanish square of infantry, Prosper-
Louis’s horse was shot twice and then bayoneted twice as well for good measure, but 
survived its injuries. From the front the French infantry came forward and fired into both 
Spanish formations. The Dragoons, who had got into the rear of the Spanish and routed 
their supporting cavalry, then appeared and attacked the right-hand square of Spanish 
infantry. Both infantry squares were broken quickly by the cavalry, with the Spanish 
having 1,000 men killed, 4,000 captured, while 2,500 more managed to escape into 
Badajoz.   
 
After the victory of Gevora normal siege operations were resumed for the next three 
weeks, until the fortress was surrendered in the second week of March. During these 
operations, Prosper-Louis and his regiment were removed from Briche’s brigade and 
operated independently. His main duty was to guard the right flank of the French siege 
lines. 
 
Only a few days after the fortress surrendered Prosper-Louis and his regiment were 
ordered back to Seville, where they arrived on March 16. Prosper-Louis was then sent to 
his old district around Huelva and Moguer, which was now commanded by General Jean-
Pierre Maransin (d. 1828). When the Spanish landed another expeditionary force in the 
area, Maransin led three infantry regiments, the 9th Dragoons and Prosper-Louis’s 
regiment against them. Maransin and Prosper-Louis caught the rear-guard of the Spanish 
at the village of Palos (Palos de la Frontera) on April 1, while their main force was re-
embarking. In the engagement that ensued the French inflicted 300 casualties on the 
Spaniards, and Prosper-Louis distinguished himself by leading his men along a dike to 
get at the Spanish force, where they routed a unit of grenadiers. However, a second 
Spanish force was still operating in the area along the Spanish-Portuguese border, and 
Maransin took the infantry into the mountainous region to attack them, where he felt 
cavalry would be ineffectual. Prosper-Louis meanwhile used the two cavalry regiments to 
restore order in the villages around Huelva.  
 
Prosper-Louis remained in the area around Huelva until early May 1811, when he and his 
regiment returned to Seville. After only four months of 1811 his regiment was at half 
strength, with less than 500 men in the ranks. Around Seville Soult was collecting an army 
with which to relieve the fortress of Badajoz, where the French garrison was besieged by 
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an Allied army led by General William Beresford (1768-1854). After Prosper-Louis was 
assigned to the cavalry brigade of General Joseph Bouvier des Éclaz (1757-1830), the 
whole army marched out of Seville during the night of May 9-10. Marching quickly 
northward, most of the French force reached Santa Marta (Extremadura) during May 15, 
and Soult decided to attack Beresford at Albuera the next day.  
 
The Battle of Albuera began at around 8am on May 16, when Soult sent a brigade each 
of infantry and cavalry with supporting artillery against the village itself as a diversion. As 
this was occurring he dispatched two infantry divisions and the rest of the cavalry on a 
flank march to attack Beresford’s right and rear. Prosper-Louis was part of this force, and 
it marched out of view of the Allies due to trees and the undulations of the terrain. As the 
French infantry formed for their attack on the Allied held ridge, the cavalry rode to their 
left to protect the flank of the infantry, where three Allied cavalry brigades were formed. It 
seems Prosper-Louis and Bouvier des Éclaz were on the extreme left of the French 
cavalry line, with the brigade of General Andre Francois Bron de Bailly (1757-1847) to 
their right. (This last named brigade was engaged with some of the Allied cavalry during 
the battle). As Prosper-Louis and his regiment were on the flank of the army they saw 
little of the major fighting, all of which took place to their right. He only really became 
engaged when he went with the rest of the brigade to cover the retreat of the infantry, 
when the Allies advanced off the ridge to charge the disorganized and broken columns 
after their final assault. This is borne out by the regiment’s casualty figures, where only 
26 officers and men were killed (seven), wounded (13), and missing (six). 
 
Prosper-Louis remained on the battlefield throughout the next day covering the front of 
the army, while the wounded were collected and sent to Seville in a large convoy of 
wagons. He retreated with the rest of the army before dawn on May 18 as part of the rear-
guard formed by all of the cavalry. By May 25 the army had reached the town of Llerena. 
Here Soult gave orders to Latour-Maubourg to take the cavalry back toward the village of 
Usagre, and drive in the Allied advanced guard to gather information about the force 
pursuing him. For this mission Prosper-Louis and his regiment were placed in an ad-hoc 
brigade led by Colonel Gilbert-Julian Vinot (1772-1838) of the 2nd Hussar Regiment. This 
is perhaps somewhat strange, as Vinot only became a Colonel in March 1809, over two 
years later than Prosper-Louis, so the Prince should have had seniority.  
 
At the village of Usagre a small bridge crosses a stream in a steep ravine, and after 
pushing the Allied cavalry back beyond the village and stream, Latour-Maubourg brought 
up his horse artillery and cannonaded the ridge on which the British formed their 
regiments. While this was happening Prosper-Louis formed his regiment in reserve. 
Latour-Maubourg then sent a brigade further up stream to find a ford to get around the 
British left flank. After waiting more than hour for news from this flanking brigade, Latour-
Maubourg lost patience and sent two regiments straight across the bridge at the ridge 
opposite. These two regiments met two stronger regiments of British Dragoons and were 
driven back across the bridge, losing 250 men. Prosper-Louis watched the small 
engagement from his reserve position, but was never engaged. The stream running 
through Usagre now became the dividing line between the two armies for the next month, 
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as Wellington chose not to order any Allied advance and Soult was content with his 
quarters at Llerena.  
 
During these weeks of relative rest, Prosper-Louis and his regiment—still three squadrons 
strong, but with only 300 men fit for duty—were again assigned to General Briche’s 
cavalry brigade. On June 14 Soult moved the army north toward a second force led by 
Maréchal Auguste de Marmont (1774-1852), who was at Mèrida, and reached 
Almendralejo on June 18. Their aim was to lead a second attempt to relieve Badajoz. This 
they did on June 20 when both armies met at the fortress. However, unsure of where the 
Allied army was, Briche and Prosper-Louis accompanied two infantry divisions to 
Olivenza, where they found the small fortress abandoned on June 21. The next day they 
moved to Jerumenha (Fortaleza de Juromenha), along the Guadiana River on the 
Spanish-Portuguese border, where they found the garrison from Olivenza who had 
retreated across the river. The garrison opened a cannonade against the French, but no 
serious fighting took place.4 
 
Prosper-Louis remained opposite the Anglo-Portuguese positions at Jerumenha for next 
few days. At Badajoz meanwhile the two Maréchaux re-organised their armies, as Soult 
had received worrying news from Andalusia that meant he needed to return in case the 
Spanish overran the province. However, Marmont would only agree to Soult’s departure 
if he left behind the whole of the V Corps with a number of cavalry regiments, one of which 
was 27th Chasseurs-a-Cheval, so that he had the strength to match the Anglo-
Portuguese. Soult grudgingly agreed, and he withdrew back to Andalusia on June 28 with 
what remained of his army. For the next two weeks Prosper-Louis remained in the area 
around the fortress, while the garrison was being re-supplied and reinforced by Marmont. 
This task completed, Marmont ordered his own withdrawal on July 15 from northern 
Extremadura as the region was stripped bare of food supplies. He posted his divisions in 
various cantonments outside of the region on the main road leading back to Madrid. 
Prosper-Louis with the rest of Briche’s brigade were left at Santa Marta (Extremadura)—
the most advanced position held by the army—southeast of Badajoz and west of 
Almendralejo, to keep up communication with the fortress.  
 
It seems Prosper-Louis remained with his three-squadron regiment in the area between 
Santa Marta (Extremadura) and Almendralejo for the next month and a bit, until early 
September. The brigade was then ordered to Mèrida and became part of General Jean 
Baptiste Girard’s (1775-1815) division. At about this time Prosper-Louis was engaged in 
a skirmish near the small town of Montijo on September 16-17, where two of his men 
were wounded. In this engagement Prosper-Louis actually led an expedition to the town, 
composed of his own regiment, part of the 10th Hussars, a detachment of dragoons and 
some infantry, when a Spanish force strayed too close to Mérida. On the morning of 
September 17 the Spanish pickets were captured, and Prosper-Louis ordered the 
squadron of the 10th Hussars to get behind the Spanish main force to intercept their 

                                                      
4 This part of the campaign is confusing, because Oman on page 446 of Volume IV of his History of the Peninsular War writes that General Briche went with the 

two infantry divisions in one paragraph, while changing this to General Bron de Bailly in the next. Sañudo states that Prosper-Louis’s regiment was part of Briche’s 

brigade, but fought near Elvas and on the Caya on June 22, while Oman writes of the same engagements that only French Dragoon regiments were involved. In 

his history of the 27e Chasseurs-a-Cheval, van Eeckhoudt also suggests the regiment fought at Caya. 
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retreat. He then ordered part of his regiment, 100 men according to his own official after 
action report, with the support of the dragoons to charge into the Spanish, who it seems 
were caught by surprise and could only form five squadrons of cavalry in time to meet the 
attack. These horsemen did not stand long and quickly retreated, which exposed the rest 
of the Spanish force and all were routed, being pursued for a number of miles. The 
Spanish suffered perhaps 70 casualties in the original charge, and then a further 150 
killed, wounded, and captured in the pursuit afterwards, as well having most of their 
supplies and baggage taken, as the carts did not have time to leave Montijo before 
Prosper-Louis’s attack.  
 
In mid-October Girard marched his forces northward in search of supplies, clashing with 
Spanish detachments from General Francisco Javier Castaños’s (1758-1852) army. On 
October 13 Prosper-Louis took part in the engagement outside of Caceres, when the 
division occupied the town. Also at this time Briche left the brigade and General Bron de 
Bailly took over the command. At this point Girard was unaware that the Spanish and 
Anglo-Portuguese had decided to assist each other in attacking his division, isolated as 
it was from the rest of Marmont’s army.  
 
The first indications of any Allied offensive against him Girard had, was when Spanish 
cavalry attacked the advanced elements of his division along the Arroyo del Puerco River 
on October 25, west of his main body in Caceres. After this engagement Girard ordered 
a retreat for the same afternoon, and during October 26 the division marched through the 
village of Torremocha. The next day the division marched to the village of Arroyo Molinos 
(Arroyomolinos), where the night of October 27-28 was spent. That same rainy and wet 
night the Allies, led by General Rowland Hill, 1st Viscount Hill (1772-1842), were in the 
village Alcuéscar, only four or five miles from Girard’s position. He had been tracking 
Girard’s division since it had left Caceres on October 25, and planned to attack him before 
dawn the next day.  
 
Most accounts of the battle suggest that Girard was completely surprised by Hill’s attack 
on the morning of October 28. But, after he was captured during the coming battle, 
Prosper-Louis in conversation with the commander of his escort to Lisbon, who had said 
to the Prince that he was impressed with the ‘fidelity’ of the Spanish civilians for not 
revealing the Allied army to the French, told him that he had been informed of the Allied 
position and plans during the evening of October 27, after two such civilians had come to 
his quarters. With this information Prosper-Louis went to Girard, but the General did not 
believe him. Indeed Girard was meant to have said to him, “Prince, you are a good and 
active soldier, but you always see the English in your front, rear and flank. I tell you they 
are eight leagues (around 32 kilometres) distant . . . and so confident do I feel as to the 
certainty of what I tell you that I shall delay the march tomorrow an hour later to give the 
men more time for repose.” After this incident Prosper-Louis told Blakeney that he went 
back to the house that he was staying in to get some restless sleep. The explanation 
given by Prosper-Louis about Girard’s refusal to believe him may have been about shifting 
the blame. This is because even before dawn of October 28 Girard had sent one of his 
infantry brigades and a regiment of cavalry off early to begin the march south, and when 
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the Allies attacked his second brigade, it was getting ready to leave the village with the 
baggage train and part of an artillery battery. 
  
The Allies attacked the village in three columns, with the French receiving little warning 
as the pickets were captured during the initial rush. One of the infantry columns headed 
straight into the village and down the main street, driving the one-battalion French rear-
guard before them. The second of the infantry columns went around to the right, or south, 
of the village to cut the roads leading off to Mérida. The third column was composed of 
cavalry and held as a central reserve, along with a Spanish infantry brigade that followed 
the first column when it had cleared the village. After being pushed out of Arroyo Molinos, 
Girard formed his two regiments of infantry into two squares within musket distance of the 
houses, and his two cavalry regiments formed on their left. Depending on the sources 
you use to re-construct the battle, Bron de Bailly was either captured in the village before 
he could mount his horse, or escaped the village in his carriage shooting two British 
Dragoons before being forced to surrender. If you follow the first source, Girard is 
supposed to have ordered Prosper-Louis to get the cavalry out of the village and form 
them ready for action. Both sources would suggest Bron de Bailly played no active role 
in the engagement, and that Prosper-Louis by default commanded the cavalry.    
 
After the initial charge of the first column down the main street, the British 71st Foot 
fanned out into the walled gardens of the houses facing the French, who were formed in 
their squares, (or columns, again depending on the source), and began to fire into right-
hand square. The 92nd Foot, supporting the 71st Foot in the attack, came up and formed 
outside of Arroyo Molinos. The second infantry column also came up at this time and 
unlimbered the three cannon that accompanied them. These began firing into the nearest 
French square. Girard ordered his infantry to march for the roads leading south, but 
Spanish cavalry deployed to block this path. Therefore Girard ordered his infantry 
eastwards, so that they could find a road leading north to Truxillo (Trujillo), while at the 
same time would have given Prosper-Louis directions to attack the Spanish horsemen. 
This Prosper-Louis did with his own regiment and the 20th Dragoon Cavalry Regiment, 
but the Spanish held their own and did not give way. The Spanish were then reinforced 
by the late to arrive British 9th Light Dragoon and the 2nd King’s German Legion Hussar 
Cavalry Regiments. These regiments attacked Prosper-Louis’s force and overwhelmed 
it, capturing something over 200 men. During this mêlée Prosper-Louis’s horse was killed 
and he was unable to retreat with the rest of the cavalry. The following Spanish infantry 
brigade then came onto the scene, and while they were roughly capturing him they 
wounded Prosper-Louis in an arm and shoulder, before one of his valets could stop them 
by remonstrating with the Spanish to let them know who the Duke was. Overall Girard 
and perhaps 500 men escaped, up to 800 were killed, and 1,300 were captured.  
 
When Prosper-Louis was captured he was soon after taken to the house where he had 
spent the night of October 27-28. Here his wounds were most likely dressed and treated, 
and he would have also met and spoken to General Hill. Hill and his adjutant-general then 
arranged for Lieutenant Robert Blakeney to escort Prosper-Louis to Lisbon with a corporal 
and six men of the 34th Foot. In his account of the Peninsular War, Blakeney gives us an 
indication of the Duke’s large entourage that accompanied him during his service in 
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Spain. He had a private secretary, two cooks, a Swiss coachman and three other 
servants, (one of whom was most likely the valet who saved him from the Spanish 
infantry). During his journey to Lisbon Prosper-Louis travelled in a mule-drawn coach, 
driven by his coachman, which he had been allowed to take from Arroyo Molinos.  
 
Leaving Arroyo Molinos the small column headed for the frontier town of Valencia de 
Alcántara, where Prosper-Louis had a meeting with General Castaños, who was the 
Captain-General of Estremadura at this time. It was during this meeting between the two 
and Blakeney that Prosper-Louis told them of the two Spanish civilians who had given 
him details of the Allied attack on October 28. After this meeting the Duke left Spanish 
territory and entered Portugal, where the company would reach Portalegre after a few 
days of hard travel across the mountains bordering Portugal and Spain. During these 
days of travel, unknown to Prosper-Louis, his brother Pierre, who was a junior officer in 
his brother’s regiment, was trying to get through the outposts of the opposing forces to 
visit his brother. It was only after he got a letter from the local French commander that 
Pierre managed to get through the lines and visit Prosper-Louis in Portalegre. When they 
met Prosper-Louis told Blakeney that he felt awkward speaking to his brother without him 
present, but Blakeney wrote later that he had received no orders about the matter, and 
that; “I declined intruding on their conversation; and feeling in no way anxious to pry into 
their family concerns, I remarked . . . that he had nothing of military consequence to 
communicate, and as to the treatment which he met with from the British [,] it was but just 
that he should have an opportunity of declaring it to his brother, free of all restraint which 
my presence might impose.” Also unknown to the Duke was the fact negotiations were 
being conducted to secure his release. However, because he was very close to Napoleon 
through his marriage to a niece of former empress Josephine, the British would not allow 
his exchange.  
 
On November 8 Prosper-Louis found out what his fate would be, and wrote to Napoleon 
asking not to be forgotten while he was being held a prisoner of war in Britain. From 
Portalegre the small convoy travelled to Abrantes, where the garrison commander of the 
town, a Colonel Buchan, “splendidly entertained” the Duke while he spent the night in 
residence there. The next day the party boarded a boat that took them down the River 
Tagus to Lisbon. Once they arrived in Lisbon, Blakeney received orders that he should 
not take Prosper-Louis out into the streets of Lisbon without wearing his British uniform, 
as Spanish papers had printed stories of the Duke’s cruelty while he served around 
Huelva, particularly his men’s actions in the village of Ayamonte (Almonte), in 1810 and 
early 1811. But Prosper-Louis had other ideas, and persuaded Blakeney to take him out 
one night in civilian clothes. However, he had grown a pair of rather long mustachios in 
the hussar style in the years after raising his regiment. These would be very recognisable 
and so had to be removed: 
 
“I told him that if he shaved them off, I should run all hazard and accompany him in plain 
clothes in some of our nocturnal rambles. After urgent expostulations on my part and 
profound sighs on his, he consented to have them removed. He sat down before a mirror, 
determined, despite of cavalry pride, to cut down the long, long cherished bristly curls of 
war. His hand trembled. He shrank from the first touch of the razor, yet he bore the 
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amputation of the right wing with tolerable fortitude; then turning to me with a deep sigh, 
he held up the amputated member . . . He looked mournful and pale; but . . . for the life 
of me I could not refrain from laughing aloud at the appearance of his face with one 
mustachio only, which deprived of its old companion, appeared double its former length. 
I requested him to give the hanger-on no quarter, but instantly cut him down; the operation 
soon followed.” 
 
The act of removing his long mustachios seemed to break Prosper-Louis’s spirit for war. 
It perhaps was even more painful as Napoleon, at the beginning of 1811, had taken his 
German possessions from him and incorporated them into France and the Grand Duchy 
of Cleve-Berg. It seems that he sent the amputated mustachios in a letter to his wife, in 
which he wrote that he never wished to serve again as a soldier for France or any other 
nation.  
 
During the few days Prosper-Louis was in the Portuguese capital he was entertained by 
the city’s British garrison commander, and would have dinner most nights with the other 
officers captured at Arroyo Molinos. All who attended these dinners disliked General Bron 
de Bailly, due to his “haughty and overbearing manner.” Some days later Prosper-Louis 
was taken to the harbour and boarded a British corvette named Balleroll, which took 18 
days to sail from Portugal to Plymouth.  
 
One last detail to clear up is the fate of his servants and cooks, who accompanied the 
Duke after he was captured at Arroyo Molinos. Blakeney in his account suggests that they 
at least got to Portalegre, as he recounts how the Swiss coachman was wounded by one 
of two bulls, which were added to the mule team to allow the coach to be pulled up the 
steep mountain roads. But Guy van Eeckhoudt in his modern history of the Cheavau-
Legers Belges du Duc d’Arenberg, tells us that they all perished, or were at best missing, 
except for one servant named Baptiste, who was allowed to go with Prosper-Louis to 
Britain. It seems the others did not go with the Duke past Portalegre, or in one case, that 
of one of the cooks, who tried to follow by land when Prosper-Louis was sailing down the 
River Tagus and was killed in the process. However, in a letter from May 1814 when he 
was trying to get permission to return to Belgium from Britain, Prosper-Louis offers to pay 
any travel expenses for himself, his private secretary and two servants, so it seems that 
more than a single servant went with the Duke to Britain.    
 
Prosper-Louis arrived in Plymouth harbour on November 30 after 18 days at sea. He was 
taken from the ship and housed with other prisoners in what was nicknamed the Hotel 
‘Windsor Weapons’. While in Plymouth that of the Duke’s property that he had brought 
from Spain was sold at auction. This apparently included two horses that had sailed with 
him, and other items that had been saved from the baggage train before they were 
plundered. Somehow his mother, Pauline-Louise-Antoinette-Candide de Brancas-Villars, 
Comtesse de Lauragais, managed to get in regular contact with her son by letters, which 
were got out of Belgium from Antwerp, along with money that she also sent. Prosper-
Louis did not stay long in Plymouth, however, as he was given a new residence to go to 
where he sat out the rest of the Napoleonic Wars. 
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He was taken to the small English town of Oswestry, which is on the border with north 
Wales and close to the major towns of Shrewsbury, Chester and Wrexham. Prosper-Louis 
settled into life in this town very well, even getting to know a man who came regularly 
from a village a few miles away. This caused problems for those British authorities that 
were supervising the Duke, as they refused his request to visit the man at his home, 
stating that if they granted his request they would have thousands of French prisoners 
who would want to do the same thing. What also annoyed Prosper-Louis at this time was 
the fact he was treated like any common soldier, which meant that he had to report 
regularly to an appointed place so that the appeals commissioner in charge of prisoners 
could keep track of where he was. Annoyed by this he wrote a letter stating he would no 
longer do this chore. As a consequence two officers escorted him to the town of 
Bridgnorth. Believing they may have treated the Duke with undue harshness, and not 
wishing Napoleon to hear of his treatment in case he retaliated in kind with British 
prisoners of war, the authorities gave way and so he no longer had to report at regular 
intervals to the appeals commissioner. He was also given a small house so that he could 
live in Bridgnorth, which had a good view of the River Severn.  
 
Prosper-Louis remained in Bridgnorth until 1814, watching from a distance as his 
marriage crumbled rapidly. From letters from officers who served with him, it seems that 
the cracks began to appear barely a few months after his wedding day in February 1808. 
Captain Alexandre Estournel wrote later in 1808 to his father that, “I will not hide from you 
that he does not seem to me the same. His physique naturally suffers from work to which 
he was not accustomed. His morale is more and more affected, sad, dreamy, barely 
uttering a few words. He suffers from the lack of letters from Mademoiselle Tasher. Also, 
the tone changes and the wife is now called ‘dear friend’.” Indeed when he was captured 
and wrote to Napoleon from Portalegre, Prosper-Louis also wrote to his wife. He wrote 
flatly, “Madam, It is unfortunate that after three years of absence and so much silence on 
your part I am forced to write to you first and announce the misfortune that has just 
happened to me. Seriously wounded, my horse killed under me, I see myself in the power 
of the English.”  
 
This was his lot until April 1814, when he learnt about a proposal for a prisoner exchange, 
between himself and the younger brother of General Henry William Paget, the Earl of 
Uxbridge (1768-1854). It seems that an agreement was reached between the negotiators, 
but before any actions were taken Napoleon abdicated later in the same month. After 
Napoleon’s abdication Prosper-Louis receives no indications from the British authorities 
about what they were doing to release him back to Belgium. As such he wrote in the first 
week of May to a Viscount Smith, who was in charge of prisoners held in Britain, stating 
that he felt he was “sufficiently clear of my oath towards France”, and that his only desire 
was to re-join his family. He even offered to pay any transport costs incurred by the travel 
for himself, his private secretary and two other servants. He received a reply on May 23, 
which said in one sentence: “Permission granted, free to proceed to Dover.” 
 
When Prosper-Louis returned to Belgium he found that the lands he had owned in 
Germany—the Lordship of Dülmen, the County of Meppen, and the Lordship Vest 
Recklinghausen—had been taken and incorporated by the Kingdom of Prussia and also 
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the reformed Hanoverian state. He tried his best to reclaim them, but he was 
unsuccessful. In 1815 when Napoleon returned from the island of Elba, Prosper-Louis 
remained true to his word and did not take up arms for any of the nations involved in the 
new war. His only act during the campaign was to spend the evening at the Duchess of 
Richmond’s ball, along with his younger brother Pierre and his uncle, Auguste-Marie-
Raymond, Count of La Marck (1753-1833). A year later, in 1816, he divorced his distant 
wife and later re-married in 1819 to Marie-Ludmilla-Rose, Princess of Lobkowicz 
(Lobkowitz). They had several children and their son, Engelbert-Auguste-Antoine, 
became the 8th Duke of Arenberg and 14th Duke of Aarschot upon Prosper-Louis’s 
death. In the 1820s both Hanover and Prussia recognised Prosper-Louis as the owner of 
the lands they had taken in 1814-1815, but they did not return them. Instead they both 
made him a hereditary peer, Prussia on March 27, 1824 and Hanover on August 6, 1840. 
In 1830, after Belgium broke away from the Netherlands after their forced marriage in 
1814-1815, the new government asked if Prosper-Louis would raise a regiment of cavalry 
for them. Through a confidant of his he gave the answer that, “at his age and with his 
dispositions, he sought only rest and tranquillity.”  
 
Prosper-Louis spent the rest of his life either in Brussels or at the family estates at 
Enghien. He died in Brussels on February 27, 1861.5 
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