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CHAPTER XVIII. 

 
OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED ARMIES FROM 25 MARCH 1814 IN THE MORNING 

UNTIL THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

 

FÈRE-CHAMPINOISE.  -- SAINT-DIZIER.  --PARIS. 

 

Movements and positions of the IIIrd Corps, of the guards and reserves.  --The IIIrd Corps of the Great Army, 

assigned to cover and escort the parks and the convoys, departed from Œuvy and Gourgançon at 5 o'clock in the 

morning; stopped at Sézanne by the clutter that was produced by the collection of luggage belonging to the IVth and 

VIth Corps and the Russian grenadiers, Gyulay had to leave his own convoy and parks, and confided its guarding to 

the Schaeffer Brigade.  The bulk of the infantry and cavalry of the IIIrd Corps skirted Sézanne and pushed up to 

Essarts and Champguyon.  Having lost so much time at Sézanne, Gyulay, finding himself unable to reach Tréfols, 

encamped his tired troops between Joiselle and Champguyon.  The Schaeffer Brigade, parks and the convoy of the 

IIIrd Corps could not pass through Sézanne and at last bivouacked behind the city. 

 

The guards and reserves spent the night near Le Vézier covering the headquarters of the sovereigns and 

Generalissimo established at Tréfols.1 

 

Movements of Seslavin and of Kaisarov.  --Movements and positions of the Russian corps of the Army of 

Silesia.  --Finally, as one had no news of Napoleon's movements over the Marne, as one did not know what was 

going on in the valley of the Seine, whether Souham still occupied Nogent; as one wanted to stay in communication 

with the light division of Maurice Liechtenstein,2 one had ordered Seslavin heading from Sézanne on Provins and 

                                                           
1STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 

 
2General Allix wrote to the Minister from Auxerre, 26 March, at 5:30 in the evening:  "The enemy's rearguard is in 

retreat on Montbard.  Semur is evacuated.  I am being rejoined by the two battalions left at Joigny and think to 
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Montereau3 and Kaisarov, sent to Arcis, to connect through Lesmont with Chernishev.  Posted at Pougy, Kaisarov 

had, moreover, been aware of the entry of the French into Troyes and in communicating this news to the 

Generalissimo, he added:  "My parties seek to determine the direction that Napoleon has taken; but not advancing by 

Brienne and by Ramerupt and having occupied Troyes, there is nothing; in my opinion, it is questionable that he 

takes this route only to turn back from Nogent-sur-Seine."4 

 

A little later, at eight thirty in the evening, he further completed the information by reporting on the day's events:  "A 

Cossack party was surprised and mauled at Vallentigny by armed peasants, supported by a small detachment of 

French infantry; there is only at Brienne a feeble French cavalry regiment, throughout the day, there was no reported 

troop movements in the direction of Dienville to Troyes."  Finally, on the night of 26 to 27, he transmitted to the 

Generalissimo5 the dispatch by which Chernishev informed him of the temporary evacuation of Troyes where, 

according to information collected by the Cossacks, one expected in the night the French troops from Bar-sur-Aube, 

he asked Schwarzenberg asked whether, "if the French make a movement from Troyes on Nogent, he should not be 

moved in this direction, however obliquely to the right."  Such a movement seemed especially fitting that 

"Chernishev would hide it by moving on Piney." 

 

The Russian corps of the Army of Silesia, Langeron and Sacken, part of the infantry corps of Winzingerode (the 

Stroganoff Division coming from Étoges, the Vorontsov Division coming from Vitry), were moved from Étoges on 

Montmirail, where Blücher had established his headquarters, and were in echelon from Viels-Maisons up to 

Vauchamps.  The cavalry of Vasilchikov had done nothing and had stopped in the evening in front of the positions 

of the infantry.  However, one had given General Emanuel (advanced guard of the corps of Langeron) an order to 

file more quickly on La Ferté-sous-Jouarre with the infantry regiments of the Old Ingria and Archangelgorod, a 

battalion of Starooskolsky Regiment, the regiment of dragoons from Kiev, the Cossack regiments of Selivanov II 

and Grekov XXI, three companies of pioneers, six guns and a pontoon bridge,6 prescribing him to push from there 

on Meaux.  Departing at six in the morning and strengthened during his march by the infantry of Lieutenant Colonel 

von Klüx (Ist Corps), General Emanuel stopped the 26th in the evening. his detachment about 10 kilometers from La 

Ferté-sous-Jouarre. 

 

Inaction of Bülow before Soissons.  --Bülow had done nothing against Soissons. 

 

The cavalry of Grouvel had remained at Villers-Cotterêts, doing its best to scout the terrain between the forest and 

Soissons. 

 

At Compiegne, all that had happened were a few inconsequential skirmishes. 

 

Observations on the movement of marshals and the Allied generals during the day of 26 March.  --Neither the 

marshals, nor the Allied generals, had anything to be satisfied or to be proud of from the results of the day.  From 

both sides mistakes had been made that had changed the nature and considerably restricted the scope of operations, 

faults which seem to have originated first on both sides by an incomplete assessment of the gravity of the situation.  

By establishing the evening of the 25th in Allemant, while he was heading right on Sézanne and falling back on the 

troops of General Compans, Marmont had made a first mistake that could have cost him dearly, if, instead of facing 

                                                           
march tomorrow on Montbard.  The peasants constantly bring me prisoners.  The enemy seems to have a terrible 

fear of a levy." (Archives of the War.) 

 
3STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 

  
4Kaisarov to Prince Schwarzenberg, Arcis-sur-Aube, 26 March (Original in French; K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 458.), 

and Chernishev to Prince Schwarzenberg, Pougy, night of 26 to 27 March (Ibid., III, ad 469). 

 
5Kaisarov to Prince Schwarzenberg, Arcis-sur-Aube, 27 March, 1 o'clock in the morning. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 

469.) 

 
6Operational Journal of Count Langeron. (Topographical Archives, no 29103.) 
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the 26th in the morning against the cavalry Zieten, he would have found the road blocked by a much larger corps or 

composed of troops of the three arms.  The time he was forced to use to drive the Prussian cavalry from Sézanne, the 

halt he had made at Mœurs allowed the Crown Prince of Württemberg to catch up with him, for Yorck to bring one 

of his divisions to La Ferté-Gaucher, to push another on Coulommiers, following Compans.  The wrong direction he 

had taken on the 25th in the evening, the slow force on a march of retreat, which was executed by fighting all the 

time, should have ensured his loss, if the Allies, for their part, have taken advantage of all these advantages.  The 

weakness of the troops who followed Mortier, evidenced by the unnecessary attack of La Ferté-Gaucher, makes 

incomprehensible the resolution of the Duke of Trévise, who, instead of firmly establishing on the plateaus south of 

La Ferté, went around the city and rejoined further down the road from Coulommiers and from Meaux; being left 

imposed upon by a weak division and throwing himself on the highway of Provins, are still so many errors that 

should have given the Allies all the benefits which would counter balanced their mistakes and slowness of 

movement. 

 

As soon as he recognized the impossibility of changing the direction of retirement and separating from Mortier, 

Marmont was himself again, and it was thanks to the energy and intelligence he showed in such a critical moment, 

he managed to repair the fault of the Duke of Trévise, to regain the marches that the movement would lose on 

Provins and anticipate the Allies at Paris. 

 

The operations of the Allies had been little more blameless than the marshals.  There is indeed no doubt that, if one 

could have or wanted to press forward after Fère-Champenoise, if one had strongly pushed the first two Prussian 

corps on the Morin, one would have hit the retiring marshals.  The 26th, no more than the 25th, the Allies could 

neither take advantage of their numerical superiority, nor have combined in action the use of three arms, however 

essential to getting decisive results.  The headquarters of the Grand Army, had recognized the mistakes of the day 

before and due to the excessive precipitation, to the exclusive and immoderate use of the cavalry.  But it fell into the 

opposite extreme and excessively slowed the action of cavalry in the weighing it by adding too large a number of 

guns that dragged painfully and slowly after it.  Instead of acting on one road with all the cavalry under the 

command of the Crown Prince of Württemberg, it unnecessarily engaged on the path of Meilleray, that no French 

troops had followed, the regiments of Frimont, without thinking that Zieten, chased from Sézanne, preceded the 

French in that direction.  

 

In the Army of Silesia, one had committed a serious and more irreparable offense, leaving to Yorck and to Kleist six 

feeble squadrons and making them consequently unable to scout ahead and to know in a timely manner of the line of 

march followed by the columns of Marmont and Mortier.  The Crown Prince of Württemberg had, moreover, 

completely paralyzed the action of his cavalry and that of Pahlen, by jumping, in departing from Courgivaux, on 

impassable roads; he thus was prevented from taking part in combat Moutils and breaking the resistance in time 

when General Joubert opposed the front of Prussian Colonel Blücher.  He had never the less every reason to assume 

that the Allied cavalry, now holding hands with infantry of Yorck and Kleist, now remained on the heels and sides 

of the marshals and followed step by step in their forced retreat to the Seine.  Far from doing so, we will see, on the 

contrary, the Allies stopped Pahlen at the level of Courtacon and Champcenest and allowed Marmont and Mortier 

the ability to escape completely from the light troops of the Allies that completely lost their contact and, for more 

than two days, the general headquarters of the Allied armies were left ignorant of what had happened, in what 

direction the two French corps had escaped "out of the most horrible position troops had ever been placed."7 

 

27 March.  --Orders of Schwarzenberg, of Blücher and of Yorck.  --Although expedited from Tréfols the 26th in 

the evening, the movement of the orders for the day of 27 March, still came too late to be executed by certain corps 

of the Great Army.  Ignoring, for the 26th, the direction taken by the marshals, the Generalissimo8 commanded the 

cavalry vanguard, led by the Prince of Württemberg, to head from Crécy, threaten the left flank of the enemy and 

prevent him from taking the road of Melun, as Pahlen, with the cavalry of the VIth Corps, pushed on Provins. 

 

                                                           
7MARMONT, Memoirs, VI, 239. 

 
8Prince Schwarzenberg, Tréfols, 26 March; Movement Orders for 27 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 457.) 
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The VIth Corps, leaving at five o'clock in the morning, marching by the highway and passing through La Ferté-

Gaucher, Chailly-en-Brie and Coulommiers, had orders to push behind the cavalry to Mouroux. 

 

The IVth Corps, starting its movement an hour later, was to establish in the night the second line, behind the 

positions established by the VIth. 

 

The guards and reserves, leaving at seven o'clock in the vicinity of Vézier, had to move by Meilleray on La Ferté-

Gaucher, take the road of Coulommiers, through this city and go bivouac on the plateau of Montanglaust. The 

grenadiers were ordered to rejoin and the cavalry of the Guard was charged to flank the left of all columns. 

 

The IIIrd Corps, raising camp at six o'clock in the morning, had orders to turn left towards Les Hublets, to cross the 

Grand-Morin, to regain the highway of La Ferté-Gaucher, west of Réveillon, and to stop in the evening at Saint-

Pierre-en-Veuve, 1 kilometer south of Coulommiers, 

 

The Vth Corps should only begin its movement at 10 o'clock and go by Saint-Martin-des-Champs and La Ferté-

Gaucher up to Chailly.  Its infantry had to take position on the hills east of the city, but its cavalry was ordered to 

stop at La Ferté-Gaucher. 

 

The artillery parks and convoys remaining at Sézanne should seek to get beyond Chailly and stop the evening 

between Chailly and Coulommiers. 

 

As for Seslavin and Kaisarov, the first was to try to remain around Provins, to scour the country between Montereau 

and Melun; while the second, scouting from Arcis all the ground between the Aube and the Seine, had for its 

mission to specially inform the General Staff about everything that would occur to the side of Troyes, Lesmont and 

Bar -sur-Aube. 

 

It resulted from the orders given to both the army corps, to Seslavin and to Kaisarov, that one wanted while pushing 

the main army in the valley of the Marne and in the direction of Paris, of being at any instant to be able to oppose 

the possible march of the army of the Emperor by the left bank of the Seine.  The General Staff of the Army of 

Silesia had charged the corps of Yorck and Kleist and the advanced guard of General Emanuel to force the passage 

of the Marne at Trilport, to throw over a bridge and to occupy Meaux.  Langeron was to come to Saint-Jean-les-

Deux-Jumeaux and Sammeron; Sacken to La Ferté-sous-Jouarre with the headquarters, and the infantry of 

Winzingerode under the command of Vorontsov to Bussières. 

 

In a special provision to the Ist and IInd Corps, Yorck had, immediately after receiving the general order, prescribed 

the IInd Corps to be placed in march the 27th at 5:30 in the morning and move by Rebais and Jouarre on Trilport.  

The Ist Corps had to start its movement an hour and a half later and precede the reserve artillery.  Two battalions, 

provided by each corps, formed the rearguard of this column. 

 

The Horn Division had orders to move from Pleurs, right by the crossroad on La Ferté-sous-Jouarre.  Finally, the 

squadrons of Zieten and Katzler, coming from Meilleray, were to join their respective corps in Rebais. 

 

The two Prussian corps had already started these movements, when to their surprise, Yorck and Kleist received from 

the Generalissimo a order leaving the 26th in the evening from Tréfols and requiring them to undertake, together 

with the Crown Prince of Württemberg who served to them support, to continue pursuing the Marshals in their 

retirement on Rozoy or Provins and prevent them from crossing the Seine. 

 

This strange order, and moreover impossible to execute, was motivated in large part by a dispatch from the 

headquarters the Army of Silesia to the Prince of Schwarzenberg.  As soon as it was learned the Ist and IInd Corps, 

instead of being at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre had moved on La Ferté-Gaucher, Blücher, while expressing the intention 

of directing Yorck and Kleist on Trilport, had offered to the Generalissimo these two corps be placed at his disposal 

if the Prince would have thought their cooperation necessary to cut off the retreat of the Marshals.  A report from the 

Crown Prince of Württemberg persuaded the Generalissimo to accept this proposal.  Although he would propose to 

debouch by Saint-Martin-du-Boschet on the road to Provins and although he hoped still achieve reengaging the 

rearguard of the marshals, the commander of the IVth Corps recommended to the Generalissimo that immediately 

after restoring contact, he would entrust the pursuit to General Yorck and seek to get closer to his infantry which had 
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more with it to scout its march with the cavalry of the Vth Corps. The Crown Prince added: "The nature of the 

ground, stopping the march of my artillery, alone prevented me from fulfilling my planned movement from 

Courgivaux on La Ferté.  I conclude that the enemy will be met with similar difficulties in its retirement on Provins. 

But my cavalry and especially the two divisions of cuirassiers are so exhausted that they do not seem in a state to 

execute a march that must be accomplished largely through the fields." 

 

Battle of Trilport.  --Compans evacuates Meaux.  --In the meantime, the situation had changed so completely that 

this order no longer had any reason to exist when it was handed to Yorck and Kleist.  The marshals had, indeed, left 

the plateau of Chartronges in the night, and the Prussian generals, lacking cavalry, had no idea of the direction they 

had taken.  Almost all the troops of Yorck and Kleist were on the right bank of Morin.  Horn was already in march 

on Jouarre; the infantry of Lieutenant Colonel von Klüx had followed the movement of the cavalry of Emanuel. One 

would have had to use the whole day to gather the two corps and make them cross the Morin.  Finally, once on the 

left bank of the river, one would have been forced to move both on Rozoy and Provins and could have lost a lot of 

time by marching the troops by cross roads rutted and almost impassable.  The two generals therefore decided to 

continue their march on Rebais and confined themselves to report to the Generalissimo and Field Marshal Blücher 

the reasons that inspired their resolution. 

 

The infantry of General von Horn was soon to rejoin, about a league from Jouarre, the vanguard under the orders of 

General Emanuel and of Lieutenant Colonel von Klüx pushed forward by Langeron and Yorck, and to compel, by 

its appearance, the small French posts of the adjutant commander Michal, had established at the château of Venteuil 

and La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, to fall back without a fight, first on the right bank of the Marne, where they cut the 

bridge behind them, then from there, on the Ourcq.9 

 

A little after 5 o'clock in the afternoon, the Russian cavalry of Emanuel appeared around Saint-Jean-les-Deux-

Jumeaux.  General Vincent, who formed the rearguard of Compans with his cavalry supported by 400 to 500 

National Guards in the area, had taken position to cover the approaches to Trilport and give General Compans time 

to finish his dispositions for combat.  This last was reinforced at Meaux by General Ledru des Essarts, who arrived 

at this point with three battalions of a new formation and a little artillery served by the gunners of the Navy.  The  

entry into the line in front of Horn, who sought to outflank the right of Vincent and cut the road from Trilport 

skirting the woods south of Meaux, forced the French general to leave the plateau of Saint-Jean and to retreat to the 

right bank of the Marne and the outposts of General Ledru des Essarts. 

 

Compans, posted with the bulk of his troops in front of Meaux on the left of the Marne, from where he monitored 

the roads from Crecy, had to recross the Marne with all his artillery, except for four pieces, and had ordered General 

Ledru des Essarts to go support the cavalry of General Vincent.  But when General Ledru des Essarts debouched 

with reinforcements before the Faubourg Saint-Nicolas, it was already too late to prevent the passage of the Marne. 

The post established on the right bank in Trilport with orders to sink the boats, had fled at the first shot, abandoning 

to the Prussians and to the Russians, the boats in which they were immediately served to throw on the opposite bank 

some infantry and to cross the cavalry further upstream at the level of Poincy, so that while protected by the artillery 

battery on the heights, the Russian bridge builders actively worked to establish, also at Trilport, a pontoon bridge. 

Despite the inexperience of their young soldiers, Vincent and Ledru des Essarts, reinforced successively by what 

General Compans had originally kept with him, and having to deal only with Prussian infantry troops significantly 

lower in numbers and a few cavalrymen, however, managed to maintain until the evening in front of Meaux, to the 

level of the woods of Poincy and even chasing there the Prussian infantry. 

 

At 8 o'clock in the evening, the Russian pontooners had finished their bridge.  Horn immediately threw his infantry 

on the right bank of the Marne.  Supported by the cavalry Katzler10 and Colonel von Blücher, it effected its junction 

with the Russian General Emanuel and took the French positions west of Poincy.  Establishing, without losing a 

                                                           
9Ledru des Essarts to Clarke, Meaux, 27 March, 9 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 

 
10The advanced guard under General von Katzler consisted of 5 battalions of fusiliers, 2 infantry battalions, one 

mixed battalion, 16 squadrons and 16 pieces of horse artillery (V. ŒLSNITZ, History of the 1st Prussian Infantry 

Regiment). 
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minute, outposts not far from the gates of Meaux, Horn immediately gave the order to begin construction of a 

second pontoon bridge. 

 

"My troops," General Ledru des Essarts wrote the same evening to Clarke,11 "had been placed in the greatest 

disorder.  (It was) impossible to hold them.  Cavalry, artillery, infantry, all, rushed pell-mell into the town, throwing 

down her arms.  It is impossible to have worse soldiers."  And he even added:  "Unable to defend Meaux with troops 

who do not want to fight, General Compans has just given the order to withdraw to Claye."  Moments later, a 

Prussian infantry detachment and 15 Cossacks slipped into the suburb of Cornillon and skirmished part of the night 

with the rear guard of Compans.  At 3 o'clock in the morning, immediately after the explosion of the powder 

magazine,12 the Prussian fusiliers penetrated into the Faubourg Saint-Nicolas, went to open the gates of Meaux, 

pushing up to the marketplace, capturing a few stragglers and waiting in the city for the arrival of the vanguard 

troops of Horn. 

 

While Compans fell back on Claye, where he would be joined by the 12th Cavalry Regiment in march, three 

battalions of the Young Guard and a battery,13 York had sent the troops under his command the following 

instructions:14 

 

"General von Horn, with his troops and the advanced guards of the two Prussian army corps, will immediately take 

position in front of Meaux." 

 

"The two armies will make soup as soon as possible.  Once the Pirch Brigade has eaten it defile across the pontoon 

bridges." 

 

"Tomorrow, at 3 o'clock in the morning, the IInd Corps of the army will start defiling on the bridge that is on the 

right hand side.  The Ist Corps, followed by the reserve cavalry of the two corps under the command of Lieutenant-

General von Zieten, will use the same bridge for the passage of the infantry and cavalry.  The bridge that is on the 

left hand side will be exclusively reserved for the artillery and equipment." 

 

"The brigades will send in advance to the bridges, officers who alert them to the time when they can cross.  They 

will leave their bivouacs when they received this notice." 

 

"The crossing of the bridges will begin as early as 3 o'clock in the morning, and the defiling will continue without 

interruption.  The headquarters of the two army corps are at Trilport." 

 

Movements and positions of the corps of the Army of Silesia.  --The last natural obstacles which opposed the 

Allied march on Paris was now gone and while the bulk of the Ist and IInd Corps encamped at Trilport was preparing 

to follow, the 28th in the morning, the division of Horn onto the right bank of the Marne, Sacken stopped the 27th in 

the evening at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre with headquarters of Blücher; Langeron was in echelon from Saint-Jean-les-

Deux-Jumeaux to Sammeron.  The infantry of Vorontsov had reached Bussières.  A detachment provided by his 

troops under the command of General Jagow, headed by Château-Thierry on Lizy-sur-Ourcq.  The cavalry of Zieten 

joined on the evening of the 27th, Yorck and Kleist at Trilport. 

 

Bombardment of Soissons.  --Movement of the partisans of Geismar.  --On the far right, in Soissons, Bülow now 

certain that the commander Gérard would refuse any capitulation, had again recourse to bombardment and was 

strongly pushing the approach work to the Saint-Jean front.  An attempted surprise on the night of 27 to 28 March 

on the gate of Paris, had not been more successful than previous attacks. 

                                                           
11Ledru des Essarts to Clarke, Meaux, 27 March, 9o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 

 
12Journal of Operations of Langeron. (Topographical Archives, no 29103.) 

 
13King Joseph to the Minister of War, Paris, 27 March. (Archives of the War.) 

 
14Orders of Yorck, Trilport, 27 March, 8 o'clock in the evening. 
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Everything remained quiet beside Compiegne.  But further north, Geismar who had stopped a Roye, since the 25th 

in the morning, had been set in motion.  The news he had received from Belgium, the information he had procured 

locally, had persuaded him to report from Roye to Montdidier that the French troops had evacuated again, and give 

chase to the cavalry to their rearguard from which he took a few men.15 

 

Movements of the corps of the Allied Great Army.  --March of the cavalry of the IVth and VIth Corps on 

Coulommiers.  --Ilovaysky before Provins.  --Position of this cavalry 27 March in the evening.  --At 6 o'clock 

in the morning, the cavalry of the Great Army had taken over the pursuit of the marshals.  Count Pahlen had moved 

from Moutils by Saint-Mars on Courtacon where, after joining the cavalry of the IVth Corps, he would continue 

heading south.  Pahlen did not find anyone at Courtacon where the marshals had left at 2 o'clock in the morning and 

the rearguard under the orders of Joubert had evacuated at 6 o'clock.  When Pahlen was preparing to commit his 

squadrons on the road to Provins, the Crown Prince of Württemberg sent him an order to take with the bulk of the 

cavalry the way of Coulommiers and of simply direct on Provins a detachment charged with watching the marshals 

from the time of arrival at this point from the Cossacks of Seslavin.  Entrusting this task to a thousand Cossacks 

under the orders Ilovaysky XII, Pahlen, complying without delay with the orders of the Prince, immediately took the 

road in the direction of Faremoutiers. 

 

Between noon and one o'clock, Ilovaysky stood on the heights north of Provins, and the appearance of his small 

force was enough to throw again alarm into the ranks of French who hurriedly evacuating Provins, established 

themselves on road Nangis, on the plateau of Maison-Rouge.  The information reported by the French 

reconnaissances was quick to bring some calm and the marshals decided to keep their headquarters in Provins. 

 

If we can strictly explain the stop of the Marshals at Provins by the need to reform their troops and give them some 

rest, it is more difficult to discover the reasons for which they deemed it necessary to recall the division of General 

Souham from Nogent.  The movement of the Allies on Paris was no longer doubtful; the Duke of Raguse himself 

points this out in his dispatch to the Chief of Staff.16  For two days, the Marshals could no longer hold onto the hope 

of connecting by the Seine with the army of the Emperor.  They had to, above all, seek to reach the walls of the 

capital before the Allies.  Also, although they had not been seriously disturbed in their retreat from La Ferté-

Gaucher on Provins, they had every reason to be rejoined by the fresh troops of Souham that they weren't using and 

who remained on the Seine from the time when the Emperor, returning to forced marches from the Marne, ordered 

them to follow the movement of his army. 

 

The Cossacks of Ilovaysky stood before Provins until ten at night.  Relieved at that time by the flying corps of 

Seslavin, Ilovaysky headed without losing a moment, on Condé-Sainte-Libiaire, finally to join as soon as possible 

the cavalry of Pahlen between Meaux and Lagny.  This general, having marched in the afternoon by Coulommiers, 

had strongly pushed forward on the road to Crécy and threw back into this city the French cavalry of the rearguard, 

who thought to want to slow its movement.  The bulk of the cavalry of the VIth Corps stopped the 27th in the evening 

a few kilometers ahead of Coulommiers, on both banks of the Grand Morin, and its advanced guard moved to La 

Chapelle-sur-Crécy and to Voulangis. 

 

The headquarters of the Crown Prince of Wurttemberg came to Guérard with the Austrian cuirassiers and the bulk of 

the cavalry of the VIth Corps spent the night in Faremoutiers and Pommeuse. 

 

The infantry of the IVth and VIth Corps had also gone beyond Coulommiers and camped on the heights of Mouroux, 

in two lines, the first formed by the Russians of Rayevsky.17 

 

                                                           
15Tagebuch der Streifcorps unter Befehle des Kaiserlichen russischen Obersten von Geismar, während dem 

Feldzuge 1814 (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., IV, 178). and Zeitschrift für Kunst, Wissenchaft und Geschichte des Krieges, 

1830 V and VI. 

 
16Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Provins, 27 March, 9 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 

 
17STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
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March and positions of the IIIrd and Vth Corps, of the guards and reserves.  --Delayed in its march by convoys 

that littered the roads and which barred access to the outskirts of La Ferté-Gaucher, Gyulay had had to lead his corps 

from the road and engage in cross roads until Réveillon.  Taking the high road from this point, he nevertheless 

arrived in the evening with the IIIrd Corps at Saint-Pierre-en-Veuve.  Finally, for reasons that we will explain a little 

further, the infantry of the Vth Corps, instead of going to Chailly, stopped, a little after noon at Meilleray where 

Wrede established his headquarters.  It was joined by the cavalry, already installed on this point from the day before 

and bivouacked on the heights west of the village.  The Archduke Joseph and Szeckler Hussars, detached from the 

side of the Petit Morin, remained motionless at Saint-Barthélemy. 

 

The guards and reserves had reached up to Coulommiers and were established partially in cantonments, partially in 

bivouac between Aulnay and Montanglaust. 

 

Finally the Emperor Alexander, the King of Prussia and Prince Schwarzenberg, before traveling to Coulommiers, 

where they would move their headquarters, had held on the 27th in the morning to Tréfols, a new council of war, 

which Gneisenau and Diebitsch attended. 

 

Council of War of Tréfols.  --One had only had at that time, at the headquarters of the Allied sovereigns, vague 

information on the movements and plans of the Emperor.  They had not yet received the news of the battle of Saint-

Dizier.  The reports of Winzingerode were missing and one had to be guided by the information sent by Chernishev 

and Kaisarov, indicating the presence of Napoleon at Bar-sur-Aube and conclude he marched on Troyes.  One 

feared, therefore, to see the Emperor fall back from Troyes to Paris, either by Pont-sur-Seine, Nogent-sur-Seine and 

Provins, or Sens, Moret and Fontainebleau, and arrive under the walls of the capital, if not before the Allies, at least 

in enough in time to facilitate the defense and take in the rear the armies of the coalition, stopped at the gates of 

Paris by the resistance of the garrison reinforced by troops of Marmont and Mortier, the generals Compans, Ledru 

des Essarts and Vincent.  Therefore, upon arrival at Tréfols, the Emperor Alexander ordered Toll to write to 

Kaisarov and Seslavin to charge them to inform headquarters on the actual direction taken by Napoleon's army. 

Kaisarov had to join in Provins with Seslavin, drive before him the French troops of Nogent, Bray and Montereau, 

sweep the right bank of the Seine and prevent the enemy from throwing a bridge over the river.  Winzingerode 

received at the same time, and in case the Emperor would head by Sens and Moret, the order to outflank the left by 

the forest of Fontainebleau.  He constantly had to act against the rear and left of Napoleon, while Seslavin and 

Kaisarov harassed his right and while the two major Allied armies crossed the Seine under Paris, and attacked the 

front.  However, despite the fears that kept inspiring the possibility of an attack against the very rear of the two 

armies, it was more than ever determined to continue the movement on Paris. 

   

A few hours later, the sovereigns and Generalissimo has received at Coulommiers a dispatch from the Prussian 

partisan Falkenhausen and a report from Colonel von Swichow, commander of Vitry, who, both noting the 

movement of the Emperor from the Aube on Vitry, cast doubts on their fear of operations aimed directly against 

their rear and persuaded to make some changes  to the general dispositions provisions that were carried in the 

instructions they had just sent to Kaisarov.  It recalled the order which directed him on Provins and made him free, 

either to move on that city or to continue to stand on the side of Arcis.  Wrede was stopped; he was ordered to 

remain in observation with the entire Vth Corps and was instructed to form the rear-guard of the Great Army.18 

 

March of Napoleon on Vitry.  --It is obvious that when he took the 26th in the evening, the resolution to move the 

next day on Vitry and become master of this town, the Emperor, though alarmed by the result of the interrogation of 

prisoners, though worried about having had to deal at Saint-Dizier with a detached corps of the army of Blücher, still 

had no positive information on the direction followed by Schwarzenberg.  His movement on Vitry and Bar therefore 

had no other purpose than to gain confirmation, the certainty of a fact that still seemed likely.  It was only after 

pressing the scattered columns before him, that he thought he would discover if the Allied Great Army had retired to 

the Lorraine or taken the road to Paris.  The orders dictated to Berthier19 are ample proof that the 27th at eight thirty 

                                                           
18STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 

and TAXIS, Tagebuch (Ibid., XIII, 34). 

 
19See Correspondence, no 21,544: Saint-Dizier, 27 March, 8:30 in the morning. 
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in the morning, that he still did not know of the march of the Allies on Paris or possessed at least information that 

was of more value to enable him to give credence to a resolution so at odds with the methods of war of the Allied 

generals. 

 

The night of the 26th to 27th had been quiet; Winzingerode hastened to file to Bar-le-Duc, under the protection of 

Benckendorff.  In front of Vitry, around Marolles, there only remained before the front of Macdonald, Milhaud and 

Saint-Germain the cavalry Tettenborn and the partisans of the Prussian Major Count Falkenhausen.  The latter, who 

had remounted the Marne with a detachment of landwehr cavalry of Silesia, had since morning reported the 

movements of the French cavalry directed from Perthes towards Vitry.  At ten o'clock in the morning, one knew that 

the whole army of the Emperor, except the 2nd Corps (Gérard), left at Saint-Dizier to serve as a general reserve and 

support for the detached corps of Chaumont, left the positions that it had held since the night before around this 

town and went on Vitry.  At noon, the patrols sent to the discover this by Colonel von Swichow announced to him 

the approach of the French cavalry.  Tettenborn, leaving at the same time Marolles, stood north of Vitry-le-François, 

first on the right bank of the Saulx, towards Vitry-le-Brûlé, and was then taken to the heights of Gravelines, on the 

road from Vitry to Châlons, a position he held until the 28th in the morning, while Falkenhausen departed with his 

two squadrons of landwehr cavalry to join the army of Silesia by the Ferté-Gaucher.20 Finally, in the morning, 

Chernishev had withdrawn from the area of Éclaron and Giffaumont on Rosnay-l'Hôpital and Pougy.21 

 

News received by the Emperor before Vitry.  --Council of War of Marolles.  --Later in the afternoon, the 

Emperor appeared before Vitry with the troops of Macdonald, the Old Guard and 60 pieces of 12.22  It was decided 

to bombard and take the town if Swichow would refuse to surrender after the bombardment.  All his dispositions 

were taken, all orders given, when the answers of the prisoners, the reports of the soldiers escaped from the Allies, 

bulletins and proclamations spread in villages and sent to headquarters by the local peasants, the intercepted 

dispatches came together to dispel his last doubts, to confirm in a positive way the march of the Allies on Paris and 

bring him the news of the defeat of Marmont and Mortier, the annihilation of the divisions of Pacthod and Amey.  It 

soon became impossible to think of bombarding or even taking Vitry by main force.23  Moments were precious.  

One had already lost so much time that it was important, above all, to take an immediate radical resolution.  He had 

to decide either to run as quickly as possible to the aid of Paris, or to rally the garrisons of towns and to continue 

operations in the rear of the Allies. 

 

These were the questions that the Emperor posed elsewhere for several days, but especially since the day before, and 

the solution was now more pressing, more urgent than ever. 

 

If he took the part to report to Paris, one had to determine the route of the army and one could rightly wonder if one 

had a chance to regain the considerable lead taken from the 25th by Allied armies.  Admitting the possibility of still 

arriving in time to lend a hand to the garrison of the capital, it remained to be seen if in trying to save Paris, he 

would not have made an irreparable mistake in renouncing the considerable benefits of the national uprising that 

                                                           
20Major Martens to Field Marshal Blücher, Château-Thierry, 29 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 493.) 

 

According to Martens, Tettenborn would have fallen back the 27th on Châlons and would have entered there at 6:30 

in the evening. 

 
21Report of Chernishev, Pougy, 27 March. (Journal of Received Pieces, no 374.) 

 
22Records of Berthier. (Archives of the War.) 

 
23It is wrong that Major Martens, in his report to Blücher (Château-Thierry, 29 March .K. K. Kriegs Archive, III, 

493.), said, "The enemy had hardly pressed Winzingerode the 27th; but on the night of 27 to 28, he violently shelled 

Vitry, that he ordered to surrender." 

 

The Prussian officer commits a serious error since the night of 27 to 28, the bulk of the French troops, which the 

Emperor had brought under Vitry, reported under his order on Saint-Dizier. 
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took unexpected proportions, of the consequences of this kind of Imperial Vendée which was organized with 

surprising speed. 

 

In other circumstances, at any other time in his life, the Emperor would have held council with himself and would 

never have thought to ask his marshals their opinion on a particularly serious situation such as the fate of the 

imperial dynasty and the salvation of the country which depended on the same resolution that he was going to 

decree. 

 

It was also less from fears he had for Paris, than the same attitude and spirit of his entourage, who gave up, in such 

difficult circumstances, the necessary confidence and the point of morale essential to his operations.  If he had 

listened only to his own inspiration, if he could count on the dedication and zeal of his marshals, he would not 

hesitate for a moment to execute the project he meditated on for so long and which was the more likely to produce 

the results needed and desired, that due to its temerity, this bold plan could alone, surprising the Allies, allow him to 

draw the almost hopeless situation in the middle of which he struggled in vain.  But Napoleon was not without 

hearing the murmurs and complaints that were choked off on his approach, without noticing the discontent, 

discouragement and barely concealed weariness of his marshals.  Fearing rightly that his lieutenants did not bring 

together the enthusiasm and confidence to the hazardous operation he planned and could only succeed by the 

strength and speed, he decided to meet in a kind council of war at Marolles.  For the first time in his life, instead of 

giving orally to the marshals orders that the Chief of Staff then confirmed by writing to them, he went, after having 

expressed his ideas, to confer with them and invited Berthier, Ney and Macdonald to express an opinion which, 

unfortunately for him, he had the weakness to embrace.  Once the marshals were returned to him, he expounded 

unto them in a few words and summarized the whole situation and the only two solutions it contained. 

 

It was necessary, according to him, either to follow the Allies with forced marches on Paris by the shortest route, 

that of Sézanne or Coulommiers, or if it was too late to have a chance to catch them, throw themselves immediately 

and strongly on the Lorraine and in the Vosges.  Wishing above all to get closer to Paris, where they had their 

interests and their families, the marshals did not hesitate to take speak against any operation on the rear and on the 

Allied lines of communication.  But as if this had not been enough of a first concession, Ney and Berthier especially 

protested against the election of the road from Sézanne and imposed on that point again their opinion on the 

Emperor.  With a forceful insistence they managed to show him that the army was starving across all regions whose 

resources were exhausted by the presence and operation of the Allied armies, and that, even admitting that one 

succeed to live in it, one would never succeed in forcing the passages near Paris over the Marne. 

 

The Chief of Staff also took up against a movement run either by Arcis-sur-Aube, Méry and Nogent-sur-Seine or by 

Ramerupt and Troyes.  There was only one road, although ending in Paris by a long detour, that brought together the 

votes of Marshals.  Deeply saddened by their attitude, wearied by the length of that interminable conference, the 

Emperor gave way on all points.  Accepting the proposals of the Chief of Staff, he consented to recall the same 

night, the army from Saint-Dizier and the head on Paris by Vassy, Bar-sur-Aube, Troyes and Fontainebleau. 

 

At 11 o'clock in the evening, the Chief of Staff  dispatched orders consummating the irrevocable loss of the 

Emperor, while the troops, discouraged by this counter march performed at a horrible time, resumed sadly and 

slowly along the way to Saint-Dizier.  All that remained on the positions occupied during the day, in Marolles and 

along the Marne, was the infantry of Molitor and the cavalry of Milhaud. 

 

Movements of Oudinot and of Durutte.  --Meanwhile Oudinot had continued his movement on Bar-le-Duc; the 

cavalry of Trelliard, leaving at the break of day the area of Saudrupt, entering Bar in the morning, had immediately 

occupied all the roads in front of the town and informed the Duke of Reggio that Winzingerode had retired by 

Laimont and Revigny on Vitry and Châlons.  There remained before Trelliard a rearguard evaluated by him at three 

regiments of Cossacks and two of regular cavalry.  The infantry of General Leval had followed the movement of the 

cavalry Trelliard and came to settle in Bar while parties sent by Trelliard on the Meuse, sought to connect and 

correspond with generals Duvignau and Durutte.24 The latter, at the head of a part of the garrison of Metz, began 

                                                           
24General Trelliard to Oudinot, Bar-le-Duc, 27 March, morning; Oudinot to General Leval, Saudrupt and Oudinot to 

the Chief of Staff, to generals Leval and Rottembourg, Bar-le-Duc, March 27; Journals of Operation of the Leval 

Division, and General Durutte, 25 and 28 March (Archives of the War). 
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with the blockade of Thionville and, having strongly urged the troops of the Prince of Hesse, he entered the 27 in 

Luxembourg where he would continue to maneuver on the Moselle. 
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