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THE CAMPAIGN OF 1814 
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_____________________ 
 

THE ALLIED CAVALRY 
 

DURING THE CAMPAIGN OF 1814 
 

________________________ 
CHAPTER XVIII. 

 
OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED ARMIES FROM 25 MARCH 1814 IN THE MORNING 

UNTIL THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN. 
 

FÈRE-CHAMPINOISE.  -- SAINT-DIZIER.  --PARIS. 
 
Taking of Saint-Dizier.  --Retreat of Winzingerode on Bar-le-Duc.  --While the cavalry of Lhéritier and 
Lefebvre-Desnouettes forced Tettenborn to fall back on the road to Vitry, a part of the reserve of Winzingerode, 
under the command of General O'Rourke, had vainly tried to disengage the dragoons of Balk; but far from achieving 
restoration to the fight, the two generals were forced to retreat and come to reform a second position further back.  
The dragoons of General Balk then settled on a line that ran parallel to the southern edge of the wood of Maurupt 
and the forest of Troisfontaines, between this edge and the villages of Vouillers, Saint-Eulien and Villiers-en-Lieu.  
The cavalry of O'Rourke served as their reserve.  Benckendorff, recalled by Winzingerode even before he joined 
Tettenborn on the left bank, had quickly traversed Saint-Dizier to come take position in back of this city, on the road 
from Bar-le-Duc, and thus guard the only line of retreat that remained now for Winzingerode.  Despite the speed he 
had imprinted on his march Benckendorff had also encountered some difficulty in performing this movement. 
 
On leaving Saint-Dizier, he had come up against a French battalion at Bettancourt which Oudinot had made cross 
the Marne upstream from Saint-Dizier, and he had to charge them and throw them back to the banks of the river. 
 
The right of Benckendorff was to be connected to the cavalry of O'Rourke, which extended to neighboring marshes 
of Villiers-en-Lieu, his left was covered by three Cossack regiments under the command of Naryshkin and posted on 
the side of Ancerville, Bettancourt and Chancenay.  His artillery in battery was on the same road from Bar-le-Duc. 
 
Meanwhile, the Leval Division, having at its head Marshal Oudinot, debouched from the forest of Val.  Despite the 
fierce resistance of the Russian foot eiger, it penetrated at the pas de charge and with drums beating into Saint-Dizier 
along with the Guard, which had followed the highway, crossing the Marne further downstream and when 
Winzingerode, seeing his infantry and his line of retreat threatened, gave his horse the order to fall back on the left 
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and reach the road to Bar.  But the Emperor did not give him time to execute this movement.  Throwing the cavalry 
of Milhaud, of Lhéritier, of Trelliard and of Letort against the regiments of Balk and O'Rourke, he overwhelmed and 
threw them into the forest of Troisfontaines, where they disintegrated and fled in all haste in the direction of Bar-le-
Duc, while, on the right, the cavalry of Oudinot rejoined and sabered the Russian eiger before they managed to gain 
the woods.  Fortunately for Winzingerode, Benckendorff, posted to his extreme left had, despite the murderous fire 
of the French batteries, managed to maintain his position, and it was only when the lancers of the Guard had 
overwhelmed his hussars who devoted themselves to save his artillery, when Oudinot placed himself at the head of 
the dragoons of Trelliard, that he decided to place them in retirement, followed up on the right bank of the Saulx by 
the French cavalry who came neither to break it, or to stop them.  At nightfall, the Duke of Reggio stopped pursuing 
a short distance from the village of Brillon where Benckendorff settled for the night. 
 
The timely appearance of his troops had saved Winzingerode and allowed his disbanded squadrons to gain Bar-le-
Duc and to rally there.1 
 
The battle of Saint-Dizier had cost Winzingerode dearly.  His two battalions of foot eiger, almost entirely wiped out, 
alone had left the battlefield 14 officers and 585 men.  The total losses of the Russians were approximately 1500 
men and 9 cannons.2 
 
Movements of Chernishev to the Voire.  --Chernishev could not take part in the battle of Saint-Dizier; moreover, 
the weak assistance that he would have provided would not in any way have changed the outcome.  Leaving on the 
morning from Giffaumont and passing through Chavanges, he was moved on Rosnay-l'Hôpital, where his advanced 
guard engaged with some French cavalry patrols from Brienne, and learned from the prisoners "that General Maurin, 
with 1500 horses, had spent the night around Montier-en-Der and Brienne sending detachments towards the Voire." 
At the same time, his troops discovered on the side of Rosnay cuirassiers "who did not belong to the brigade of 
General Maurin." 
 
Unaware of what was happening near Saint-Dizier and being observed by light cavalry detachments that appeared to 
be parts of two different divisions, convinced that the army of the Emperor marched from Joinville and from Vassy 
on Bar-sur-Aube, Chernishev stopped the 26th in the evening at Pougy, where he sent to the Generalissimo the 
following:3 
 
"As Brienne is not occupied, it means positively from this news that the enemy moves on Troyes.  So I spend the 
night at Pougy, I send a party to Brienne,4 in the direction from Troyes towards Piney, where I think to go tomorrow 
to follow more closely the movements of the enemy.  The residents claim that the Emperor Napoleon at Troyes 
receive a reinforcement of 15,000 men from Paris." 

                                                           
1Journal of the Leval Division (Archives of the War); Martens to Field Marshal Blücher, Château-Thierry, 29 March 
(K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 493); Official News of the Army (piece intercepted by the Allies, Ibid., IV, 309 b); 
Winzingerode to the Emperor Alexander, Châlons-sur-Marne, 16/28 March (Journal of Received Pieces, no 600). 
 
2The Journal of the Leval Division exaggerates the losses of Winzingerode which are estimated at 3,000 prisoners 
and almost all of the artillery.  The Chief of Staff in the Official News of the Army that fell a few days later into the 
hands of the Allies, which by its very nature, must contain some exaggerations intended to restore confidence in the 
mind, speaks only of  "2,000 prisoners, 450 horses and 12 cannons." 
 
--See Official News of the Army, Saint-Dizier, 27 March 1814.  (Exhibit signed by the Chief of Staff and 
intercepted by the Allies; K. K. Kriegs Archiv., IV, 309 b). 
 
3Chernishev to Schwarzenberg, Pougy, 26 March evening. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, ad 469; original in French.) 
 
4The Emperor (in his letter no 21545, Saint-Dizier, 27 March, 10 o'clock in the morning) speaks of this event to the 
Chief of Staff:  "Write to General Maurin that the squadron chief who was directed on Brienne did not do his duty. 
He was ordered to stay at Brienne; he was to remain there ... Make General Maurin aware that he has not fulfilled 
himself the purpose of the mission that I had given him; he was not only to go flowing into the army, while I had 
detached him to observe the enemy." 
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The position of the Emperor the 26th in the evening.  --His orders for the day of the 27th.  --In another time, 
under normal circumstances, the panic that was spreading more and more in the rear of the Great Allied Army, the 
error committed by Chernishev, the constant progression of the cavalry of Pire,5 would have been sufficient to 
satisfy the Emperor and to exert serious influence on the operations by increasing the embarrassment of the 
Generalissimo, reviving fears for his communications.  This time, the precautionary measures, that the Allies felt 
obliged to take, both in Vesoul, where General Ertel hastily armed the convalescents and stopped the Russian 
reinforcements at Dijon, where one gathered, besides the light division of Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, the 
Württembergers of General Spitsbergen, the regiment of Austrian hussars of Blankenstein and the Cuirassier 
Brigade of General Kuttalek, did not manage to cheer the Emperor. 
 
The considerable proportions taken by the general uprising of the people, the news found on the messengers and 
couriers abducted by armed peasants and the cavalrymen of Piré,6 which would have made him even experience one 
or two days earlier, an unmixed joy and provided him with a glimpse of the possibility of reaching the desired result, 
were no longer likely to chase away his preoccupations, to dispel his concerns that the victory of Saint-Dizier was 
still increasing.  The advantage he had won only served to increase the doubts that haunted his mind since the day 
before.  Already, during the battle, he had questioned in his presence captured officers, and the responses were clear 
that instead of being in the presence of the advanced guard of Schwarzenberg, it was only a Russian cavalry 
detachment from the Army of Silesia that he had to deal with. 
 
Reentering Saint-Dizier, after wandering on the battlefield alone, somber, troubled, lost in thought, he spread his 
maps in front of him and, even ignoring the results of the affair of Fère-Champenoise, knowing nothing of 
resolutions taken by the sovereigns and the Generalissimo, the 24th in the afternoon, he tried in vain to penetrate the 
mystery, to reconstruct by reasoning the likely movements of his opponents.  In breaking immediately to the left and 
by forced marches, it was still possible to gain Paris along the course of the Seine.  But despite the unanimity and 
consistency of the information from the interrogation of prisoners, the Emperor could not decide to believe the 
Allies capable of such sudden and hitherto unknown energy.  Despite himself, and also because it seemed to him 
impossible to conclude the execution of a movement on Paris as he did not have the certain and undeniable 
evidence, he passed through his mind the most recent events of the campaign and based his last hopes on the well-

                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
5Piré to the Chief of Staff, Chaumont, 25 March, 8:30 in the evening; 26 March, 6 o'clock in the morning, 11 o'clock 
in the morning and 3 o'clock in the afternoon. (Archives of the War.) 
 
6In his dispatch of 26 March at 11 o'clock in the morning, Piré announced that, from an intercepted order of the 
governor of Lorraine, M. of Alopeus, this official prescribed to prepare horses for consideration for travelers on 
Nancy the 25th, that was ignorant of his presence in Nancy on the lines of communication and it was a detachment 
in charge of seizing these travelers.  Speaking afterwards of a party of 100 Württemberg horse coming up to 
Mandres-les-Nogent, he added: "They cannot escape because there is no safety for the enemy parties for over ten 
leagues round.  The people are moving, attacking everything they encounter and took for me 100 prisoners today.  I 
am assured that while the rear guard of General Raigecourt was placed in battle formation before my reconnaissance 
this morning on Langres, the inhabitants of nearby towns of this city pounced on the tail of its convoy of baggage 
and captured it." (Archives of the War.)  
 
Raigecourt, in his dispatch to Duka (Langres, 27 March; K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 484 1/2 a), confirmed on his side 
the news that Piré gave to the Chief of Staff.  Reporting to the Feldzeugmeister the defensive measures he had taken 
in Langres, he said:  "I hope soon to be reinforced by the regiment of hussars of Wankenstein from Dijon. The 
enemy was driven back yesterday by my outposts to Rolampont, and the prisoners claim that the French cavalry is 
composed of four regiments, the 26th, 27th and 28th Chasseurs à Cheval and a regiment of hussars, under the 
command of General Piré, and would be the vanguard of a corps marching on Langres.  Enemies parties have 
appeared beside Montigny from what is said to me by the couriers (Russian officers) who have met numerous bands 
of armed peasants and had several times to clear the way by force in charging with their Cossacks.  I watch on this 
side with my cavalry and I give orders accordingly to the Blankenstein Hussars, who have a division (2 squadrons) 
in Saint-Geôme and one in Longeau." 
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known prudence of the Generalissimo, the illness of Blücher, the expectant and passive character of the operations 
of the two Allied armies.  The Army of Silesia had, so to speak, remained motionless from Laon.  For the duration 
of its operations on the Aisne, the Great Army of Schwarzenberg did not move.  It did not even dare to attack 
seriously and thoroughly on 21 March at Arcis, although the odds of success were in its favor.  Finally, the Emperor 
of Austria would not have fled to Dijon if it did not intend to follow.  Nothing, in the eyes of Napoleon, still proved 
to him that suddenly renouncing his slow and methodical warfare system, the Generalissimo had actually consented 
to losing his communications and to separate from his sovereign.  Vitry was, in any case, on the road that the Allies 
had to take and, relying on their usual slowness, this slowness that had always allowed him to gain marches on them, 
Napoleon leaving even less hope of it reaching Marmont and Mortier must, according to his forecasts and 
calculations, delay their move to Paris.  Also, thinking still to join them, to take them between him and the marshals 
and make decisive results of his action on their rears, he decided to continue the next day his march on Vitry while 
Oudinot followed on by  Bar-le-Duc the cavalry of Winzingerode, completing its destruction and seeking to effect a 
junction with the troops of Durutte which had to leave Metz. 
 
The headquarters of the Emperor remained, therefore, the 26th in the evening at Saint-Dizier, with the bulk of the 
infantry and the Guard.  Oudinot had stopped, with the 7th Corps and the cavalry of Valmy and Milhaud, on the road 
from Bar-le-Duc, on the banks of the Saulx, while Macdonald, with the 2nd and 11th corps and the cavalry of Saint-
Germain, followed the route of Vitry and halted at the level of Perthes.7 
 
Before taking a final path, the Emperor wanted certain material, clear evidence of the movements executed by the 
Allies.  If, as he imagined, Vitry surrendered at the first summons, he would vigorously push forward, chase the 
Allied parties before him and will finally come to discover and join the bulk of their armies. 
 
Schwarzenberg orders for the day of 26 March.  --The 25th in the evening, the Generalissimo returned to Fère-
Champenoise, "when the night had ended the fight and pursuit,''8 informed Blücher of the results of the day, and 
before sending the orders for the day next day, he had told him in a few words the movements he had thought to 
execute and which would bring the bulk of his army up to Tréfols and Meilleray:  "Tomorrow, the 26th," he wrote, 
"the army will continue its march and I hope to arrive with my advanced guard at La Ferté-Gaucher.  This vanguard 
is already at the level of Allemant.  I pray, Your Excellency, to come tomorrow to Montmirail with his army, if at all 
practicable."9 
 
At the same time, he sent his army the order to move for the day of the 26th: 
 
"The Great Army will move on Meilleray.  The IVth and VIth Corps, forming the advanced guard, will start their 
movement at 5 o'clock in the morning." 
 
"The cavalry of these two corps, with that of the Vth Corps, will form the head of the march.  Placed under the 
command of the Crown Prince of Württemberg and responsible for the pursing the enemy, it will seek to gain La 
Ferté-Gaucher.  It will leave behind a detachment intended to cover the march of the Russian grenadiers who follow 
its movement." 
 
"The Vth Corps will leave its position at 6 o'clock in the morning and leaving the road of Linthes on its left, it will 
head on Meilleray, taking for Saint Loup and Verdey." 
 
"The IIIrd Corps will depart from Œuvy at 5 o'clock in the morning, escorting the park of the reserve artillery and 
convoys of supplies.  It will pass by Corroy, Pleurs, Saint-Rémy and Sézanne to camp at Tréfols." 

                                                           
7Saint-Germain to the Chief of Staff, Perthes, 26 March in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
8Prince Schwarzenberg to Field Marshal Blücher, Fère-Champenoise, 25 March, 10 o'clock in the evening. (K. K. 
Kriegs Archiv., III, 448.) 
 
9 Prince Schwarzenberg to Field Marshal Blücher, Fère-Champenoise, 25 March, 10 o'clock in the evening. (K. K. 
Kriegs Archiv., III, 448.) 
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"The guards and reserves will start at 6 o'clock in the morning, following the route from Linthes to Sézanne and will 
settle into bivouac at the level of Le Vézier." 
 
"Russian grenadiers departing at 4 o'clock, serried with the cavalry, will support them and will be placed, for the day 
of the 26th, under the command of the Crown Prince of Württemberg who will send to meet them an officer 
responsible for their direction.: 
 
"The main headquarters will establish at Tréfols." 
 
"General Kaisarov has for a mission to keep pushing on Arcis and Troyes.  General Seslavin shall move towards 
Provins."10 
 
It follows from these orders that the IVth and VIth Corps provided the vanguard, the main army formed into three 
columns having to march, the one, that of the center, by the road to Sézanne, the other two, to the north and south of 
this road; finally, the Russian grenadiers were responsible to monitor and support the movement of the cavalry of the 
IVth, Vth and VIth Corps on La Ferté-Gaucher. 
 
Night Combat of Sézanne.  --While the Generalissimo was sending these orders and the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg was preparing his detailed instructions, the marshals were preparing for their part, to raise their 
bivouac at Allemant and gain on a night march Sézanne, where General Compans, obliged to think of the salvation 
of the convoy confided to his care, had left a feeble rearguard.  But Zieten, eager to take advantage of the march on 
Fère-Champenoise and furious at not being able to participate actively in combat, had, meanwhile, decided to keep  
the French from Sézanne.  Continuing his movement in the evening of the 25th, he gained, without being discovered, 
the road from Épernay and from Sézanne on Champaubert.  At 10 o'clock in the evening, the cavalry debouched on 
the highway and the bulk of its advanced guard was a short stop west of Allemant, between Broyes and the highway 
from Épernay.  Although the horses had traveled in one go about 16 leagues (lieues), from Montmirail to Broyes by 
Étoges, he nonetheless gave his cavalry an order to resume a little after midnight, to march on Sézanne. 
 
Located in the valley formed by the river of the Auges, the town of Sézanne is surrounded on all sides by fairly high 
hills only open on the south side.  The road from Fère-Champenoise, that the French had to use to beat a retreat, 
traversed this opening and arrived in the city after going over the river of the Auges.  It then rose west of Sézanne to 
reach the top of the hills, leveling off on the plateau for about two kilometers and then descends into the valley 
formed by the Grand-Morin. 
 
At the end of this defile it continues Mœurs and Esternay on La Ferté-Gaucher and Paris.  The road leads to 
Montmirail and to Soissons in detaching a short distance from the right bank of Grand-Morin and goes in the 
direction of the northwest. 
 
Around 3 o'clock in the morning, Colonel Count Henckel, at the head of the advanced Guard of Zieten 
(Brandenburg Uhlans and dragoons of Lithuania), debouched by the highway of Épernay and of Champaubert on the 
heights north of Sézanne.  From the position occupied by his cavalry could be seen on the other side of town the last 
light of campfires, the noise produced by the march of the French artillery and cavalry could be heard.  Misled by 
some information that he had managed to procure, Henckel was convinced that the French had already evacuated 
Sézanne and had gone on to retreat on La Ferté-Gaucher.  Zieten had joined in the meantime and thinking, like 
Henckel, the troops which he vaguely saw abandoning the camps could only be the rear-guard of the marshals, the 
Prussian general ordered Henckel to cross Sézanne as quickly as possible with the Brandenburg Uhlans and two 
squadrons of Lithuanian Dragoons and attack this rearguard.  The other two squadrons of dragoons and two 
squadrons of Landwehr cavalry he led in person to go seize the gates of the city with orders not to let in or out 
anyone.  General von Jürgass, with two other cavalry regiments of the Ist Corps and the horse artillery, would 

                                                           
10Prince Schwarzenberg, General disposition for the day of the 26th, Fère-Champenoise, 25 March, evening. (K. K. 
Kriegs Archiv., III, 449.) 
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support and take position on the heights north of Sézanne.  The cavalry of the IInd Corps would remain in reserve a 
little further back. 
 
The squadrons of Henckel, deeply penetrating into the city, came up to Place de Marché.  Turning then to the right 
to reach the road to La Ferté, they stopped for a moment and sent a platoon reconnoiter the path to La Ferté by 
which the colonel wanted to conduct his cavalry to move.  There were still in Sézanne some stragglers, some 
isolated, and already the dragoons started to exchange gunshots when the squadron sent to reconnoiter announced 
that it guarded the gate and that the road was open.  It was important above all to meet in the open.  Henckel, by 
immediately taking at a trot his six squadrons engaged without losing a minute on the road to La Ferté-Gaucher and 
began to strongly pursue the rear guard of Compans when he was joined by one of the two squadrons of Zieten that 
were posted at the gates of Sézanne.  He learned that these two squadrons were attacked and taken aback by the 
French cavalry.  The squadron of dragoons had only managed to break through.11  The seven squadrons of Henckel 
were thus cut off from the rest of the cavalry, since according to the words of the prisoners, the army of the marshals 
had not defiled by Sézanne.  The situation of Henckel was even more difficult now that it was necessary to wait for 
the day to try to make their way and reach the bulk of the cavalry Zieten.  Bringing his dragoons and uhlans on the 
ridge south of the road, he established himself in guarded halt behind a wide gap and gave oats to the horses who 
had not eaten for over twenty-four hours.12 
 
The news brought by dragoons was perfectly accurate.  Zieten had indeed come up before Sézanne against the 
column head of the marshals.  Departing from Allemant at 2 o'clock in the morning, scouted by the dragoons of 
General Roussel, marching by two bad sunken roads, preceded by three cavalry regiments in march that followed 
most of their cavalry and their remaining horse artillery, Marmont and Mortier arrived a short distance from Sézanne 
unaware on their part, of the presence of the Prussian cavalry in this city they expected to find occupied by the rear 
guard of Compans.  The appearance of enemy cavalry, that darkness prevented them from checking, had spread 
terror in the column head that Belliard and Roussel managed to rally with difficulty. 
 
Zieten was no less surprised than the dragoons of Roussel; but when his vedettes had reported to him the approach 
of the French cavalry, as soon as he heard the commands of French officers, he ordered one of his two squadrons of 
dragoons to charge the column head in an attempt to disengage and make their way.  It stopped this column head 
and put it into disorder; but the advantage gained by his dragoons had been, however, momentary.  The day was 
opening: the French cavalry, shaken a moment, had rallied and was preparing to attack simultaneously the squadron 
led by Zieten in person and the other three squadrons he had entrusted with the guarding of Sézanne.  A horse 
battery had taken position and opened fire; the head of the first infantry troops approached, and without the chance 
to discover from an aide de camp of Zieten a lateral road and a side path leading to the hills, the Prussian general 
would have fallen into the hands of the French cavalry who had thrown back the other three squadrons stationed in 
observation on the outskirts of Sézanne. 
 
A reinforcement of three squadrons sent by General von Jürgass was not able restore the balance, nor to stop the 
march of the French cavalry. 
 
The Prussian squadrons, yielding to superior numbers, at first retreated to the heights overlooking Sézanne, then the 
plateau on the right bank of Morin to the north of Mœurs and the road to La Ferté, and finally reformed south of 
Essarts.  General von Röder, remaining in reserve until then, soon joined them with two of his regiments and his 
artillery whose firing of grapeshot stopped the progress of the French cavalry. 
 
During this engagement, the Christiani Division had crossed Sézanne on the run.  In flanking and scouting with his 
tirailleurs, it nimbly climbed the heights, crossed the defile of Morin and ended the fight by coming at 9 o'clock to 
take a position on the heights of Mœurs to the west of the junction of roads of La Ferté and Montmirail.13 

                                                           
11Report of the General von Jürgass on the battle of Sézanne, Château of Gif, 4 April 1814; GURETZKY-
CORNITZ, History of the 1st Uhlans of Brandenburg no 3; SCHNEIDAWIND, Prinz Wilhelm von Preussen in den 
Kriegen seiner Zeit. 
 
12 Idem in ibid. 
13Report of General von Jürgass on the combat of Sézanne, Château of Gif, 4 April 1814; Journal of march of the  
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March of the marshals on La Ferté-Gaucher.  --The occupation of Sézanne by Zieten and the resistance with 
which he opposed at a point that the French had occupied the previous evening, if Marmont had not thought it 
necessary to turn away from his direct route to going more north of Allemant, the marshals had lost valuable time.  It 
was then, moreover, absolutely impossible to think to continue immediately, their march with troops exhausted and 
demoralized by the affairs of the day before.  Hastening to cross Sézanne with their infantry, covering for them with 
their cavalry and a horse battery, they had to resign themselves to make a halt at Mœurs for several hours, which 
would worsen their already critical situation, although the cavalry of Zieten, exhausted also by the efforts that had 
been requested, was in no condition to menace.  Taking advantage on their side of this time to make their men eat 
and rest their horses, Zieten and Henckel confined themselves indeed to follow on the flank and watch with some 
scouts the march of the troops of the marshals from Sézanne to Mœurs. 
 
At one o'clock in the afternoon, the marshals left Mœurs, had proceeded to Esternay, crossing onto the left bank of 
Morin and proceeding to the right, by Réveillon, on Ferté-Gaucher, where they hoped to effect a junction with the 
troops of General Compans. 
 
Zieten, joined by the cavalry Katzler, coming from Broussy-le-Grand, also started marching again, as soon as he got 
the signal of the departure of French troops; but instead flanking their movement, he remained on the right bank of 
Morin, moving from Essarts on Tréfols and Meilleray, where the advanced hour and fatigue of the horses forced 
them to stop and spend the night. 
 
Movements in the advanced-guard of the Great Army.  --The Crown Prince of Württemberg,14 arrived at 
Sézanne with the vanguard of the Great Army, about the time the last troops of Marmont and Mortier left Mœurs, 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
Dragoon Regiment of Lithuania, of the 1st Regiment of Dragoons of West Prussia and the reserve cavalry of the Ist 
Prussian Corps. 
 
14The Crown Prince of Württemberg had given the corps under his command the following orders: 
 
"The cavalry of Pahlen will leave its bivouacs at 5 o'clock precisely and will gather in the plain in front of 
Connantray, its right resting at heights on the very spot where the fight came to an end the day before.  Pahlen will 
immediately push his light cavalry on Allemant, Péas and Sézanne.  The cuirassiers division will move forward after 
being joined the cuirassiers of Count Nostitz, who, starting from Ognes at 5 o'clock in the morning, will go through 
Pleurs to get up the Russian cuirassiers." 
 
"The infantry of the VIth Corps will follow the cuirassiers of Pahlen and march by the road of Sézanne." 
 
"The Russian grenadiers will be staggered with the infantry of the VIth Corps and form a column that will march to 
the left from the previous one." 
 
"The cavalry of the IVth Corps, responsible for covering the march of the infantry, will not follow the movements of 
the rest of the cavalry." 
 
"The infantry of the IVth Corps and the division of Austrian grenadiers will march behind the VIth Corps on the 
highway." 
 
"The army will camp tonight at Meilleray; the convoys and parks will stop at Tréfols." 
 
The Crown Prince began his movement, at 6 o'clock in the morning, in the following order: 
 
The light cavalry of the VIth Corps marched at the head followed by the Russian cuirassiers, who preceded the 
Württemberg Cavalry Division of Prince Adam and his artillery, behind which was a brigade of Austrian cuirassiers. 
The Austrian 2nd Cuirassier Brigade and Archduke Ferdinand Hussars remained more back and covered the march 
of Russian grenadiers charged with serving to support the cavalry. 
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was put a little after  noon, in pursuit of the marshals.  This time, at least, taught by the experience of the day before, 
the Crown Prince decided to rely heavily on the action of artillery, having added 42 guns to the cavalry of Pahlen.  
At two in the afternoon, about an hour after the start of the marshals, the Prince came to Mœurs and there was given 
positive information on the direction taken by the marshals.  Instead of engaging all his cavalry on the road from 
Esternay, enjoying his numerical superiority, he wanted to also look to the right for communication with Prussian Ist 
and IInd Corps, that he knew were in march from Montmirail on La Ferte-Gaucher, and bordered the marshals. 
Keeping him with the cavalry of the VIth and IVth Corps supported by the Russian grenadiers, he took on leaving 
Mœurs, the road from Esternay and from Réveillon, and gave Frimont the order to follow, with the cavalry of the Vth 
Corps, the old road right up Meilleray.15 
 
March of the Prussian Ist and IInd Corps on La Ferté-Gaucher.  --While the corps of the Duke of Trévise, who 
formed the column head of the French troops was moving on La Ferté-Gaucher, while the rear guard of Marmont 
covered the retreat and established on a strong position behind the defile of Esternay, and the Crown Prince 
debouched from Mœurs, the Prussian Ist and IInd Corps which had started their movement from Montmirail on La 
Ferté-Gaucher and left their cantonments at six o'clock in the morning.  Scouted by the six squadrons remaining to 
them, Yorck and Kleist had quickly defiled by the bridge of the Petit-Morin, the division of Horn at the head of the 
column, preceding the division of Prince William and the reserve artillery of the Ist Corps, that was followed some 
distance behind by the infantry of the IInd Corps.  The reserve cavalry that had been detached since the day before, 
was near Sézanne.  Finally, as Colonel von Blücher, posted since the evening of the 25th at Gault had received the 
order too late to join towards Sézanne the bulk of the cavalry Zieten, he had been charged to push as fast as possible 
on the road from Sézanne in La Ferté-Gaucher and stop the enemy in crossing the defile of Esternay. 
 
By maneuvering in this way, Yorck thought to prevent the marshals in La Ferté-Gaucher, from their interdiction of 
the road of Meaux, thus enabling the Great Army to reach and annihilate them by taking them between two fires. 
 
Retirement of General Compans on Coulommiers.  --Combat of Chailly.  --At ten o'clock in the morning Yorck, 
who preceded his column, arrived with two squadrons of hussars, at La Ferté-Gaucher.  From the hills, which drop 
gently to the Grand Morin, he saw on the left bank of the river a large convoy moving on Coulommiers, escorted by 
a strong detachment of about a thousand infantry, three squadrons and two cannons.  These were the troops of 
General Compans who, after falling back from Sézanne on Réveillon, stopped his small detachment in La Ferté-
Gaucher and sought to give the convoy time to gain Coulommiers.  Yorck had expected these events, and thinking 
that Compans would only stop in La Ferté-Gaucher for the time strictly necessary to catch the breath of his people, 
he had ordered General von Horn, marching with the division at the head of his column, to cross on the left bank of 
the Grand Morin, to La Ferté-Gaucher, and from there immediately take the road to Coulommiers.  But the infantry 
could not march fast enough and, as the French rearguard began to evacuate La Ferté-Gaucher, Yorck, to maintain 
contact with the French, had to give to Colonel von Warburg the order to cross the Morin with 300 horses of the 
National Cavalry Regiment of East Prussia and three guns, and follow, in harassing, the retirement of Compans. 
Horn, in person, was soon to join the cavalrymen of Warburg.  Detaching to their left a half-squadron of 
Mecklenburg hussars who had accompanied him, he attached himself also to Compans, whose troops, though 
exhausted by an uninterrupted march of nearly twelve hours, retreated in good order up to Chailly, where the French 
general, only seeing the following light cavalry, stopped in an advantageous position and easily defended by two of 
his battalions and a squadron of cuirassiers.  But Horn, taking advantage of the fault committed by the cuirassiers, 
who were deployed at some distance ahead of the defile formed by the village of Chailly, charged them at the head 
of a squadron of National Cavalry, overwhelmed them and threw them in disorder on Chailly, while two other 
squadrons of the same regiment flanked the wings of the French position and the last two squadrons, kept in reserve, 
followed at a distance the squadron that had executed the attack.  The Prussian cavalry, entering Chailly on the heels 
of cuirassiers, chased the French infantry.  These, without even trying to hold on, disbanded and threw himself into 
the thickets and the nearby woods.  The effect of the departure from Chailly caused by the squadrons of Horn, left in 
their hands 1 flag, 13 officers, 275 men, several caissons of ammunition and some wagons.16  Fortunately for the 

                                                           
15STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
16Journal of march of the National Cavalry Regiment of East Prussia. 
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French, the rough terrain slowed the pursuit, preventing the Prussians from leaving the highway and allowed the 
soldiers of Compans to gain Coulommiers in disorder.  General Compans managed to reform his troops there, thanks 
to the presence in this city of General Vincent, arrived at Coulommiers the 26th in the morning at the head of a 
thousand fugitives from Marmont, that he rallied with difficulty in Montmirail and La Ferté-sous-Jouarre and that he 
had joined with his 100 Guards of Honor and his 200 men of the Young Guard.17  At six o'clock in the evening, the 
two generals, having cut the bridges over the Morin, left Coulommiers, that the cavalry of Horn occupied behind 
them.  But the exhaustion of his horses forced him to stop.  This stop in the pursuit allowed Compans and Vincent to 
momentarily take position on a line from Mouroux to Montanglaust. and to let their troops rest for several hours.  At 
midnight they continued their retreat on Meaux, where they entered the 27th at daybreak and they effected their 
junction with the few troops of General Ledru des Essarts.18 
 
Battle of La Ferté-Gaucher.  --Mortier Retreats on Provins.  --As the cavalry Horn followed alone the column of 
General Compans, up to Coulommiers, Yorck had defiled the division of Prince William of Prussia by La Ferté-
Gaucher and was established on the left bank of the Grand Morin, on a hill, which, rising southwest of the city, 
controls the route from Esternay.  An infantry battalion occupied the farm of the Maison-Dieu, located at the foot of 
this height.  The almost complete lack of cavalry19 prevented the Prussian generals from reconnoitering the edges of 
their position and monitoring the route by which the marshals could try to head.  The reserve artillery and the corps 
of Kleist, delayed by bad roads were still some distance back and, as they had made the mistake of marching the 
baggage of the Ist Corps immediately after the reserve artillery and in front of the infantry of the IInd Corps, the result 
was that Yorck could only oppose the Marshals with the 4,000 men of Prince William. 
 
For their part, the marshals, who could not communicate with Compans and ignorant, therefore of his departure 
from La Ferté-Gaucher, decided to continue their movement on this city.  Mortier, who marched at the head of the 
column, had to gain the road of Coulommiers, while Marmont, by withdrawing from position to position, contained 
the cavalry of the Great Army. 
 
A little after two o'clock in the afternoon,20 the scouts of the Duke of Trévise appeared on the plateau, west of 
Moutils, and threw back the Prussian vedettes on the battalion posted at the Maison-Dieu.  At four o'clock when the 
troops of Mortier debouched from the woods of Moutils, the Prussian reserve artillery had arrived without any 
escort, without any support, on the right bank of the Grand Morin.  It had to stop, on a particularly risky position, 
while one did not hear the cannon towards Sézanne and Esternay, and had noted the presence of some French 
                                                                                                                                                                                           
General Compans, in his report to the Minister, from Mouroux, near Coulommiers, 27 March, 9 o'clock in the 
evening (Archives of the War), evaluates his losses at 250 men and 40 horses and claims to have lost only one of his 
130 artillery carriages. 
 
17Journal of Operations of General Vincent, from 19 to 29 March (Archives of the War) and General Vincent to the 
Minister of War (Ibid.). 
 
Compans, in the report he sent to the Minister of War, on the evening of the affair of Chailly, gives some curious, 
but very sad, details about the state of his column:  "I have with me a large column of cavalrymen, isolated from the 
fighting yesterday, which is very dangerous for mine, composed of young soldiers untrained and inexperienced. 
These riders have given us today a full alert.  I saw with pleasure that my company, some of whom were intimidated 
by this alert, had not shared in flight of the isolated cavalrymen.  The officers, who are among them, managed to 
rally, not without difficulty." 
 
18Ledru des Essarts to the Minister, Meaux, 20 March, 4 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
19All that remained to Yorck was a few platoons of hussars.  The bulk of his cavalry had been detached with Zieten 
on Sézanne.  Horn had taken the rest, and Colonel von Blücher, that was thought to have been seen arriving with his 
two regiments, had not given him any news since the 25th in the evening. 
 
20Journal of Operations of the Prussian Ist Corps during the Campaign of1814 (Militair-Wochenblatt, -1841) and 
SCHNEIDAWIND, Prinz Wilhelm von Preussen in den Kriegen seiner Zeit. 
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squadrons on the bank of Morin sufficient to take all that artillery.  At this moment Yorck, lacking cavalry, having, 
as a result, no positive information, had every reason to believe that the advanced guard of the Allied Great Army 
had been stopped by the Marshals, almost from the beginning of its march, and the bulk of the army of the marshals 
was directed on Sézanne by La Ferté-Gaucher, on the right bank of the Grand Morin.  Under these conditions and 
with as few troops as he had on hand, Yorck, which the fog made it impossible to assess the exact strength of his 
opponents thought it prudent to evacuate the heights in front of La Ferté-Gaucher, to occupy the same city by three 
battalions, to bring the rest of the division of Prince William in reserve on the right bank of the Grand Morin and put 
his artillery battery on the heights, where it could take in flank the French columns as they moved on La Ferté by the 
road on the left bank.  At the same time, convinced that the Marshals, were eager to open up the direct road to 
Meaux and Lagny, would take advantage of their temporary numerical superiority to force the division of Prince 
William to cede La Ferté, he sent to the Horn Division, which could in this case be taken between two fires, on the 
one hand, by the troops of the Marshals, the other by those of Compans and Vincent, the order to leave 
Coulommiers and to fall back to the right on Rebais, on point by which the first two Prussian corps were, however, 
were to spend the next day if, as indicated by the general disposition established by Gneisenau, one persisted in 
directing the next day the Army of Silesia entirely on La Ferté-sous-Jouarre. 
 
During the time Yorck amended and reorganized again the defense of La Ferté-Gaucher, the Duke of Trévise had 
made a reconnaissance of the position.  Pushing his column head to beyond Maison-Dieu, he ordered the division of 
Christiani to move against La Ferté-Gaucher.  But a few salvos from the Prussian batteries on the right bank were 
enough to stop the French.  A new attack, feebly executed, had no more success, and the Marshal, renouncing trying 
anything with troops completely demoralized and ready to disband, left the vicinity of La Ferté, retreating south on 
the plateau of Chartronges, where he rallied his regiments and where he expected to be joined by Marmont, which 
he immediately gave notice of the singular resolution he had taken, preferring the road to Provins over the path of 
Rozoy and Fontenay-les-Bordes.21  Although it is not possible to justify this move, which kept without reason the 
marshals from Paris, still, it should be noted that the corps of Kleist had just come into the line to the left of Prince 
William of Prussia, at Saint-Martin-des-Champs, and that his artillery was in position on the heights, had helped 
increase the disorder of the retreat.  The darkness and the absolute lack of Prussian cavalry alone saved the Duke of 
Trévise.  It was pitch black when 200 horses of Landwehr cavalry from the IInd Corps, supported by a company of 
infantry and two cannons, crossed La Ferté-Gaucher.  It was not with this handful of riders, exhausted besides by a 
long and difficult march, possible to attempt a night attack.   Because of the lack of cavalry, a favorable opportunity 
had been missed and one only had to reoccupy with these few troops the heights on which one had originally 
established the division of Prince William of Prussia. 
 
Movements of the cavalry of the Crown Prince of Württemberg prince.  --Combat of Moutils.  --Marmont 
Retreat on Provins.  --Pahlen, meanwhile, had come up against the rearguard of Marmont, that the  Marshal had 
posted in the rear of Esternay on the heights covered by the Grand Morin; the French infantry strongly occupied the 
bridge and the road that it had barricaded.  The Crown Prince of Württemberg, after preparing his attack by artillery, 
crossed the Morin with Cossacks who, out flanking the right of the position, forced the rearguard of Marmont to 
retreat to Aulnay, where it settled on a second position, extending from Aulnay to Courgivaux behind of one of the 
streams that flow into the Grand-Morin. 
 
Coming out of Esternay, the cavalry of Pahlen had effected its junction with the Prussian advanced guard of Colonel 
Blücher that from the Gault, had his infantry occupy the village of Foulons and had pushed his two cavalry 
regiments to Retoumeloup.  The timely arrival of this reinforcement would now make the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg able to maneuver against both the front and the right of Marmont and thwart the projects of the 
Marshal more effectively who sought, slowing the progress of the Allied cavalry, to give the Mortier time to settle in 
La Ferté-Gaucher or to force the passage.  While Colonel Blücher, advancing on the high road on Aulnay and 
Réveillon, had orders to follow the enemy and observe without pressing, the Crown Prince of Württemberg and 
Pahlen tried, by throwing himself to the left, turning and out flanking successively positions formed by streams that 
fall into the Morin.  The Crown Prince, taking with him the cavalry the IVth Corps from Courgivaux, the crossroad 
from Maisoncelles and Pierrelez hoped in debouching by Saint-Mars on the road to Provins, to successfully cut the 
French rearguard's retreat on La Ferté-Gaucher and gain before it the road leading to the town, while Pahlen forming 
the center of the line and took from Courgivaux between the cavalry of the IVth Corps and that of Colonel Blücher, 
passed between Saint-Martin -du-Boschet and Pierrelez, so as to turn Moutils in leaving on his right the brook of 
                                                           
21Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Provins, 27 March. (Archives of the War.) 
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Drouilly.22 But delayed by the difficulties of the marshy land created for the march of the cavalry and especially the 
horse artillery, these movements could not move with the speed which alone could ensure success.  The Duke of 
Raguse had had time to notice the change in direction that the bulk of the Allied forces, responsible for pursuing the 
operation on his right, when advised by Mortier in a report on the resistance he encountered at La Ferté, convinced 
him on the decision to evacuate Aulnay, to prescribe to General Joubert to occupy and defend to the last the village 
of Moutils and post the cavalry of Bordesoulle beyond Moutils in the woods to cover on this point against the Allied 
cavalry who sought to turn the defile.23 
 
Colonel von Blucher had strictly complied with the orders he had received and followed step by step and on the 
highway the retrograde motion of the rearguard of the Marshal.  Expecting to see Pahlen and the Crown Prince come 
into play from one moment to the other on his left, he soon began to engage with the tirailleurs of Joubert; these held 
strongly onto the head of the Prussians, repulsing the attacks that their infantry directed against its front and its right. 
The Crown Prince and Pahlen were still currently on the level of Pierrelez and Saint-Martin-du-Boschet.  The day 
was beginning to fall and the Crown Prince, seeing that he could not gain in time Saint-Mars, fearful of 
compromising his artillery by marching at night on short cuts amid a difficult and marshy land, decided to fall back 
with Pahlen to the north to the level of Saint-Martin-du-Boschet and to reach the highway of La Ferté-Gaucher, east 
of Moutils.  His appearance and the coming into the line of his horse artillery finally forced General Joubert to give 
up Moutils to the Prussian infantry.  But this movement opened up the left of the Crown Prince having no longer 
more than a few regiments of Cossacks, who, unable to resist the cavalry Bordesoulle, were forced to withdraw 
before them and abandon to General Joubert the road to Provins.  This general officer passing through Saint-Mars 
and Courtacon, rejoined the 27th in the morning the marshals in Provins.  Yorck and Prince William of Prussia, 
lacking cavalry, had been hindered by filing at night and fell back without hindrance on the plateau of Chartronges 
the where they had left their troops catch their breath on Provins, where Joubert was found established on a good 
defensive position.24 
 
Positions of the frontline Allied corps 26 March in the evening.  --The 26th in the evening, the first line corps of 
the armies of Bohemia and of Silesia and occupied the following positions:  The cavalry of the IVth and VIth Corps 
bivouacked at the level of Moutils; the bulk of the infantry at Réveillon, with a few posts on its right, at Villeneuve-
la-Lionne and Meilleray.  General Frimont, arriving in Meilleray, had stopped the Bavarian cavalry of the Vth Corps 
and had sent General Spleny with two Austrian cavalry brigades to Saint-Barthélemy.  The infantry of the Vth Corps 
had only gotten to just before Meilleray and Tréfols in the night.  Colonel von Blücher left Moutils immediately 
after the arrival of Pahlen and joined in the night around La Ferté-Gaucher the corps of Kleist.  The cavalry of 
Zieten and Katzler spent the night around Meilleray.  Horn had come the same night from Coulommiers to Rebais 
and the Prussian Ist and IInd Corps encamped on the right bank of the Grand Morin around La Ferté-Gaucher, where 
Yorck and Kleist had established their headquarters. 
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22STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, l.) 
 
23Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Provins, 27 March, 7 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
24The Armee Nachrichten (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 451) gave, about the day of 26 March the following bulletin: "A 
heated affair took place 26th between the IVth Corps of the Great Army (Crown Prince of Württemberg) and part of 
the French army, which was reached in retirement near La Chapelle-Vérouge and Moutils while the corps of Yorck 
and Kleist seized by force La Ferté-Gaucher." 


