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CHAPTER XVIII. 

 
OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED ARMIES FROM 25 MARCH 1814 IN THE MORNING 

UNTIL THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

 

FÈRE-CHAMPINOISE.  -- SAINT-DIZIER.  --PARIS. 

Second battle of Fère-Champenoise.  --Destruction of the Pacthod and Amey Divisions.  --The violent, but short 

cannonade, which the Marshal speaks of in the last lines of his dispatch, to which he acts to attach so little 

importance, this cannonade which had raised for a moment the courage of his demoralized soldiers, neither 

announced the approach of the Emperor or the arrival of an unexpected emergency.  The salvos, the noise from 

which had been perceived in Linthes, were none other than the last sounds of the unequal and desperate battle that 

the divisions of Pacthod and Amey waged, under the eyes of the Allied sovereigns and Generalissimo against the 

Russian cavalry of the Army of Silesia, reinforced by the cavalry of Pahlen and Depreradovich. 

 

In accordance with orders given the day before in the evening by Gneisenau, the Russian corps, which formed one 

of the two columns of the Army of Silesia, were to begin their movement: the troops of Langeron at 6 o'clock in the 

morning, those of Sacken at 7 o'clock, and move from Châlons by Thibie and Chaintrix on Bergères and Étoges. Just 

as the Army of Bohemia, the corps of the Army of Silesia had to reserve the use of the road for their artillery and 

march their infantry and cavalry en masse across the fields on both sides of the roadway.  The infantry of Vorontsov 

still remained temporarily at Châlons. 

 

The two corps had barely begun their march, when they received from the General Staff of the Army of Silesia, the 

order directing the infantry of Vorontsov on Sommesous.  This move was motivated by the information that arrived 

in the night of the 24th to 25th at the General Headquarters, which reported the march of the marshals on Vatry and 

which had as its intention their interdiction on the Châlons road. 

 

While Marmont and Mortier were preparing to retreat before the masses of the Great Army of Bohemia, the Pacthod 

Division, having effected at Sézanne, on the night of March 23 to 24, its union with the feeble division of General 
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Amey, had joined a large convoy of 200,000 rations of bread and 80 military wagons of ammunition, assigned to the 

adjutant commander Noizet. 

 

The 24th in the morning, these two divisions together had begun marching on Bergères where they bivouacked on 

the 24th in the evening.1 The troops brought by Noizet remained in Sézanne. 

 

The morning of 25 March, the two divisions continued their movement heading on Vatry where they thought to 

meet, first with the corps of Marmont and of Mortier, then Napoleon's army.  Unaware that the Allied army had 

intercepted the communications with the Emperor, Pacthod had sent to Vatry, in the night of 24 to 25 March, one of 

his officers to seek instructions from Mortier.  Pressed to meet the marshals with whom he had communicated the 

day before, Pacthod, believing himself safe from all danger once at Villeseneux, at 10:30 in the morning, had 

ordered to stop for some time.  His National Guards, exhausted by uninterrupted marches needed to halt for several 

hours. The horses of his convoy fell from hunger and could not have continue before eating and watering. 

 

Pacthod had just settle in Villeseneux, when by chance, that had so often served the Allied cause, came to 

prematurely reveal the presence of his troops and save Blücher himself from a danger that he would have no doubt, 

been almost certainly made captive.  Still suffering very much, his eyes covered with a blindfold, unable to ride, 

devoured by his natural impatience increased by fever and insomnia, irritated against himself, embittered by illness 

which prevented him from seeing, judging, acting and above all to act, the old Field Marshal had gone in the 

morning by carriage.  Accompanied by his aides, escorted by some Cossacks, he advanced in the most complete 

safety on the road from Bergères, without having the slightest idea of the proximity of the French troops.  

Fortunately for him, a Russian colonel, Baron Löwenstern, the same one who had obtained from Moreau the 

shameful capitulation of Soissons, had, moments earlier, gone ahead of the carriage of Blücher.  Falling ill in Reims, 

Löwenstern had barely recovered, trying, under the escort of a few Cossacks, to join as soon as possible, 

Winzingerode, when he suddenly came up against some men who flanked the march of the French infantry.  His 

Cossacks surprised by the presence of enemy troops, had had the good fortune to capture a non-commissioned 

officer, who cleverly questioned by Löwenstern, revealed to him the direction followed by the divisions of Pacthod 

and Amey.  Without wasting a minute, and while charging some of his Cossacks to observe the march of the enemy, 

Löwenstern informed Blücher immediately of the discovery provided by shear chance and transmitted that 

information to the General Korff and Vasilchikov.2  

 

At about the same time a patrol in reconnaissance south of the highway was carrying a similar notice to that sent to 

Gneisenau who sent to Korff, arriving then at Thibie with the cavalry of Langeron, the order to take his division at a 

trot and seek to fall quickly "on a big column of French infantry, escorting a convoy that was heading on Vatry by 

the path from Trécon to Villeseneux."3 

                                                           
1The division of Pacthod composed of the brigades of Delort, Bouté and Loczinsky was formed only with the 

exception of one of them, by conscripts and National Guards.  It included the 1st Regiment of the National Guard of 

the Sarthe, the 3rd Provisional Regiment of National Guards of Indre-et-Loire and Loir-et-Cher, the 2nd Regiment of 

Eure-et-Loir, the 5th Regiment Seine-et-Marne and Seine-et-Oise and 4th Regiment of Maine-et-Loire and Mayenne. 

The total strength of the division, which was already more than 3,935 men on 1 March when it returned to Troyes, 

had decreased since that time and did not exceed, without the artillery, 3,500 men.  As for the Amey Division, 

composed of the regiments of Calvados-et-Manche, Orne-et-Rochefort, the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Brest and of 

Nord: in all, 12 battalions, it was left with only 800 men of the little less than 5,681 men which with it had arrived at 

Montereau 18 February.  [Information on the strength and movement of National Guard divisions of General Amey 

(11th Corps) and Pacthod (7th Corps) and report of General Delort to the Minister on the affair of Fère-Champenoise; 

Archives of the War.] 

 
2Tagebuch des Generals der Kavallerie Grafen von Nostitz: Die Feldzuge 1813 und 1814.  (Kriegsgeschichtliche 

Einzelschriften herausgegeben vom grossen general-Stabe, --Abtheilung für Kriegsgeschichte, 1884, IV, 132.) 

 
3The first cavalry troops brought by Korff consisted of the regiments of Kargopol Dragoons, New Russia and Mitau, 

and mounted eiger regiments of Chernigov and Livonia, in total 14 squadrons and 4 pieces of the horse battery no 8, 

who were joined a little later by six squadrons of the regiments of mounted eiger of Dorpat and of Seversk. 
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Everything in this unfortunate day was turning against the French, and slowness perhaps intentional of Korff, who 

showed little concern, either for engaging thoroughly before knowing of his support, or to assume alone the 

responsibility of the battle was, instead of saving Pacthod, ensured his loss.  General Korff had, in fact, none of the 

qualities required of a cavalry general and especially a general commanding the cavalry vanguard.  Before moving 

forward, he thought it necessary to await the arrival at Thibie of General Karpov who had crossed the Marne with 

his Cossacks upstream of Châlons and he was eager to stop.  The Russian general still lost some time in repairing 

the bridge of the Somme-Soude at Germinon and again crossing the river with his artillery.  Arrived on the heights 

of the left bank of the river, Korff saw the French columns were finishing entry into Villeseneux.  Blücher, 

exasperated by the conscious delays of Korff, sent Nostitz with the order to attack the enemy immediately (even if) 

he did not yet know the real strength.4  In the presence of formal orders from Blücher, Korff could not, as he 

intended to do, await for the entry into the line the infantry of Langeron, had to decide to attack the French troops. 

But instead of jumping strongly on them, he merely engaged on their front by false attacks, by demonstrations, while 

he moved most of his division against their left.  The right of Pacthod, in columns by battalion was supported at that 

time in the village of Villeseneux; to his left, the Amey division was formed in a square; the convoy was parked 

behind the village.  One hundred hussars, the only cavalry column, timidly scouted the ground in front; 18 pieces of 

cannon covered the front of the position. 

 

Since the first attacks of the squadrons of Korff did not seem dangerous and as the fire of the French artillery 

necessarily delayed the deployment of the Russian cavalry, Pacthod did not think immediately to resume his march.  

In doing so, he wanted on one hand, to toughen his men that had hardly had a chance to be tested under fire, and on 

the other, to hold off the Russian squadrons until he was able to get an exact account of his situation. 

 

For about an hour and a half, the feeble Delort brigade formed in a large square, managed to repel a few charges 

attempted by cavalrymen of Korff; but around 11 o'clock in the morning, Pacthod realized that apart from the 

attacks against his front, he would be threatened on his left and on his right. 

 

Indeed, while General Panchulidzev, with the dragoon regiments of Kargopol and Chernigov, continued to 

maneuver almost out of reach of his gun on his front and on his right, Korff with the rest of his cavalry began to 

outflank his left by Germinon.  It was impossible to think to continue marching on Vatry and gain the right bank of 

the Soude. Unable to abandon the convoy with which he was charged, Pacthod decided to place them in retreat on 

Fère-Champenoise and give his divisions the order to form in square and fallback on Clamanges along the left bank 

of the Soude while continuing to cover the convoy. 

 

At 11:15, the movement began in squares: the convoy marching between the squares on a four wagon front, the 

pieces in the intervals between the squares. 

 

Until noon, Korff not daring to approach the French column, continued to bombard the troops of Pacthod and Amey 

in the tail and sides.  He awaited to cast his squadrons against this long column, the appearance of Vasilchikov who,  

after crossing the Soude in Bierges with the cavalry of the corps of Sacken, had debouched by Pierre-Morains on 

Bergères and outflanked the far left and the rear of the French.  Despite the perfect order in which the French 

infantry was performing its movement, although it cleverly took advantage of shelter of low ground, Panchulidzev, 

who pressed the right wing of Pacthod, took advantage of some wavering that occurred to execute multiple attacks, 

cut off a battalion and a few wagons.5 

                                                           
4 Tagebuch des Generals der Kavallerie Grafen von Nostitz: Die Feldzuge 1813 und 1814.   
5The Feld-Zeitung, no 72, Affair of Bergères, 25 March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., IV, 268), expressed in these words: " 

the Army of Silesia from Châlons to Bergères, encountered on the way an enemy corps which, with 6,000 men, 

headed from Bergères on Vitry.  The cavalry of General Count Langeron, under the command of Lieutenant-General 

von Korff, threw itself on the enemy, stopping by the fire of its artillery the column escorting a convoy of food and 

ammunition and took, with the convoy, an infantry battalion." 

 

"The cavalry of the corps of Sacken was, in this way, given time to turn by Pierre-Morains the enemy column that 

was beginning its retreat on Fère-Champenoise.  It was the division of Pacthod with 15 cannons.  This division 
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The retreat was beginning to become difficult; the length of the convoy, the considerable time necessary that was 

needed to ensure the flow of this mass of wagons, so delayed the march that when Pacthod and Amey arrived in 

Clamanges, they had to resign themselves to abandon most of the convoy to try to save at least their troops and 

artillery.  As there was no time to destroy food and soak the powder, General Pacthod wanted to at least keep the 

horses from the convoy and use them to double hitch the artillery.  To perform this operation, they had to stop in 

Clamanges and seek to gain the respect of the cavalry of Korff.  They made Clamanges, occupied by two battalions 

under the command of Major Caille, defend the town against the Russian cavalry until everything was in order.  

Nevertheless valuable time had been lost.  "The retreat continued with greater speed.  The infantry was formed in six 

squares6 (one per regiment) and dislocating opposing angles from the top, in order to fire from four faces.  The 16 

guns distributed in the intervals on the front and on the sides of the square, tried to repel the Russian cavalry wisely 

directed their fire." 

 

But the situation had greatly deteriorated.  The Russian artillery, which fired grapeshot from noon on the tail and 

sides of the column, had taken advantage of the halt to detach a section, supported by cavalry, to go riddle with its 

projectiles now the head of the French divisions, and Major-General Count Pahlen II, who Langeron had ordered to 

join as soon as possible General von Korff, entered into the line with the mounted eiger regiments of Dorpat and 

Seversk.  Thus strengthened, Korff launched against the French squares that had debouched from Clamanges, the 

generals Pahlen II and Khrushchov with the regiments of Dorpat and Livonia who cut off the retreat of the defenders 

of Clamanges, while Panchulidzev seized the convoy abandoned by Pacthod in this village.7 

 

Everything worked to perfection for General Korff.  He knew for a long time that he had nothing to fear for his right 

covered by the flanking movement of the cavalry of Vasilchikov. 

 

Not only he had been joined by Pahlen II but Karpov, that he had detached with a thousand Cossacks on his left, had 

informed him that almost without needing to fight, he picked up from Vatry around 47 officers, 500 men and a 

number of wagons loaded with food and ammunition. 

 

Since the charge carried out by Pahlen II and Khrushchov, General Pacthod had accelerated his retirement; his 

artillery had already responded very weakly to the volleys of grape shot from the Russian pieces.  Despite his losses 

he had sustained on the road, although it had scattered a lot of people on his way, he had been no less successful in 

reaching to between 2 and 3 o'clock in the afternoon Écury-le- Repos without losing any of his squares he had 

started with.  The Russian cavalry of Korff seemed tired and the general still hoped to achieve getting to Fère-

Champenoise.  But this hope was soon to dissipate.  On debouching from Écury-le-Repos, the Russian artillery took 

the rear.  Pahlen II with two regiments of mounted eiger, further barred his way on Fère-Champenoise.  General 

Delort immediately received orders to form his brigade in column of attack.  Flanking the Russian eiger at the pas de 

charge, he brushed them aside, forcing them to fall back and let him pass while the other squares continued to hold 

the cavalry of Korff at bay.  But when Delort believed to have already managed to finally open the road of Fère-

Champenoise, when he had just overthrown the obstacle formed by the squadrons of Pahlen, the regiments of 

Vasilchikov who, attracted by the sound of cannon and the shooting, had seen from the top of the Calvary of Pierre-

Morains, the French column, threw themselves on the right of his brigade and first forced him to re-form into 

squares, then to fall back.8 

 

                                                           
marched in close column by battalions in mass by using his artillery to open a path.  Only some pieces of horse 

artillery of the Army of Silesia had been able to follow General von Korff.  The infantry had remained behind." 

 
6 Journal of the Army, T. III, Affair of the divisions of Pacthod and Amey. 

 
730 wagons loaded with ammunition and large supplies of food and bread (Report of General Korff). 

 
8Composition of the cavalry Vasilchikov, 20 squadrons belonging to the hussar regiments of Akhtyrka, of White 

Russia, of Mariupol and Alexandria, totaling effectives about 1800 horses. 
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However, because after that first charge, Vasilchikov had moved away from the column and was thrown back on 

Morains-le-Petit, Bannes and Broussy-le-Grand to complete the outflank, as the cavalry of Korff, whose horses 

could do no more, followed slowly and could only charge weakly at fifteen minutes intervals but failed to enter the 

squares, the infantry of Pacthod and Amey managed once again to emerge and fall back slowly, painfully, but in 

good order, his march on Fère-Champenoise. 

 

At 5 o'clock, the remains of these two heroic divisions had reached about half a league from Fère-Champenoise. 

"We saw," General Delort says,9 "the heights overlooking Fère-Champenoise covered with cavalry, infantry, 

artillery, and, at first, we were left to hope that it could be the corps of the marshals Dukes of Raguse and Trévise, 

and we rejoiced to have effected a juncture which was not without glory.  The illusion was short-lived.  The forces 

on the heights multiplied so that there was no doubt that it was the enemy.  Moreover, the discharge of a formidable 

artillery, lighting up our ranks, confirmed to us the growing presence of a new enemy." 

 

While the cavalry of Korff was harassing the troops of Pacthod and menacing the French column, while Vasilchikov 

flowed onto its left and dragged on his rear, the Crown Prince of Württemberg, alarmed by the sound of this new 

struggle, had renounced further pursuing the marshals and marched to the cannon the light cavalry of the VIth Corps, 

under the orders of Pahlen and the 1st Division of Russian cuirassiers, under the command of General 

Depreradovich. 

 

Moreover, the Emperor of Russia, King of Prussia and Prince Schwarzenberg had left Vitry at 10 o'clock in the 

morning.  On leaving Sommesous, they heard the cannon.  Accelerating their march rapidly through the columns 

marching on Fère-Champenoise, they arrived in this small town a little after 3 o'clock, escorted only by a sotnia of 

Cossacks of the Guard and a few platoons of cavalry of the Prussian Guard.10  The Russian infantry, delayed en 

route, was still fairly far behind.  Only a few battalions of foot eiger of the division of General Shakhovsky who 

reached Fère-Champenoise, and a Russian horse battery, that of Colonel Markoff, were just up the hill from the top 

of which the sovereign, eager to get for themselves an accurate picture of the situation would soon discover the 

column of Pacthod leaving Écury-le-Repos, and attempting to gain Fère-Champenoise. 

 

While the Emperor of Russia sent Colonel Markoff the order to take position on the height, Prince Volkonsky 

stopped at a passing officer bearing a dispatch that General Kretov sent to Pahlen and by which he gave notice of the 

movement of a French column heading on Fère-Champenoise and bearing against the right and rear of the Allies. 

 

Volkonsky immediately communicated this information to the Generalissimo who did not want to believe it, and the 

Emperor of Russia, refusing to take into account the news, had reproached Volkonsky as always exaggerating the 

enemy forces. 

 

Moments later, the sovereigns, remaining on the hill north of Fère-Champenoise, began to see the French column 

indicated by Kretov.  While General Prince Volkonsky and one of the aides of Schwarzenberg, Count Clam-

Martinitz, went to reconnoiter this column, while officers on all sides were dispatched to bring as quickly as the first 

troops that they would meet, the Field Marshal Count Wrede joined the sovereigns.  The commander of the Vth 

Corps, placed in the rear and leaving about 10 o'clock in the morning from Maisons, heard the cannon as soon as he 

had arrived between Coole and Soudé-Sainte-Croix, and learned at 11 o'clock that French troops appeared to be 

headed to his right towards Dommartin-Lettrée.  The Bavarian general had immediately headed the cavalry of 

Frimont on this side and has prescribed his infantry to continue on Fère-Champenoise.  With his escort (half a 

squadron of the 7th Light Horse), he was brought at a gallop to the place of action and had thus come to the 

sovereigns, who entrusted him with the direction of the fight.11 

                                                           
9General Delort to the Minister of War, Paris, 27 May 1814.  Report on the Affair of Fère-Champenoise. (Archives 

of the War.) 

 
10The spectacle offered by the route of the sovereigns was so lamentable that the Emperor Alexander had detached 

from his escort General Arakcheev with two Cossack squadrons of the Guard and was exclusively responsible for 

picking up the wounded French. (History of the Regiment of Cossacks of the Guard.) 

 
11TAXIS, Tagebuch,  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32.) 
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The first troops called by Alexander soon began to come into line; the battery of Colonel Markoff opened fire when 

the French column arrived within range, but as the infantry of Pacthod marched in defilade by ground cover, its 

projectiles passed over it without touching and came down into the ranks of the hussars of Vasilchikov.  Taking then 

this battery to be a French battery, he ordered his artillery to return fire and cannonade.  Some Russian cannon balls 

came down on the same heights where the sovereigns were standing, and not far from the Emperor Alexander.  They 

hastened to end this mistake, and moments later the Russian batteries in position on both sides of the French column, 

were made to converge their fire on the squares of Pacthod. 

 

Until then, Pacthod had retained the hope of gaining Fère-Champenoise.  He had not realized the Russian cavalry, 

and Korff, like Vasilchikov, was ordered not to press too much, in order to give the artillery the time to reach them 

and get in battery.  Taking the first salvos of the battery of Markoff for the cannons of the marshals, the French 

infantry believed itself saved, while their loss was certain and a catastrophe inevitable. 

 

Taken in the side by the Russian artillery, followed by the cavalry of Korff, overwhelmed by that of Vasilchikov, 

Pacthod, renouncing to open the path of Fère-Champenoise, gave his squares, reduced to a quarter by losses in road 

the order to gain ground to the right and to avoid, if possible, to pull into the action of the troops lining the heights of 

Fère-Champenoise.12 

 

Although exposed to the converging fire of the Russian artillery and decimated by the balls that thinned their ranks 

at every step, the French squares still marched proudly and orderly in the direction of the marshes of Saint Gond; but 

this movement was not lost to Alexander.  Hurrying to finish with the heroic resistance of this handful of men who 

                                                           
 

Hudson Lowe, the future jailer of the Emperor, wrote 26 March from Montmirail where the headquarters of the 

Army of Silesia was found, Colonel Bunbury, the following letter reproduced by the biographer of Wrede, General 

Heilmann:  "I heard the sound of a fairly remote cannonade on the side where we suspected the army of Prince 

Schwarzenberg.  Eager to report what was happening to me, accompanied by a Cossack, I moved most quickly onto 

a height from which I hoped to see smoke and discover the terrain of the struggle.  Arriving on that hill I saw our 

horse pursue an enemy division, just 100 meters away, on another hill, a group of horsemen and officers.  I thought 

for sure that this was the general staff of the army of Schwarzenberg.  But I went over pretty carefully until I could 

see that I was not mistaken.  Struck by the presence of one of the officers of this group, I cried loud enough to be 

heard: "Ah! This is Field Marshal Count Wrede!"  I had seen only once before Wrede to that date; but his face, his 

uniform and especially his plume had so struck me that I recognized him immediately.  In answering as if 

questioned in this way, the Field Marshal answered: "Yes, sir, who are you?  --I am the English colonel attached to 

the army of Field Marshal Blücher.  --So what is this corps that I see?  --This is the advanced guard of the army of 

the Field Marshal attacking a division of the enemy.  --And that is the Great Army", showing me Wrede replied in 

hand to a troop of cavalry, yet far distant, coming from another side and that I had not even noticed." 

 

"The Count Wrede asked me for information about the strength of the enemy column that was fighting against the 

Russian cavalry and was astonished to see that we had not yet come to the end.  I told him that it had been 

repeatedly charged, but without success.  "It's a shame," cried the Marshal, "this should not be.  We should have 

destroyed it and I cannot imagine how it is not already."  The Marshal asked me the name of the general who 

commanded the Russian cavalry.  I told him that it was the generals Vasilchikov and Korff, that seemed full of good 

will and zeal.  Wrede immediately sent one of his officers to meet the first Bavarian troops he would encounter with 

the order to press their march.  Wrede then took charge of the fight.  I thought the French column would be 

immediately destroyed.  Wrede, not content with giving orders, inspired the troops by example; but the perseverance 

and energy of the commander of the French column foiled his efforts.  The Allied cavalry was received everywhere 

by the well-directed fire from the French artillery and infantry, and Count Wrede was no more happy in his attacks 

than had been Korff and Vasilchikov." 

 

Taxis adds:  "The Allied cavalry executed over twenty charges against the French squares that held out and resisted 

with admirable tenacity to their shocks." 

 
12Report of the General Delort to the Minister of War, Paris, 27 May 1814. (Archives of the War.) 
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exasperated him and that he could not help but admire, he sent to Korff and Vasilchikov the order to renew their 

attacks. 

 

One of the four French squares, riddled by the cannon balls of the artillery of Vasilchikov and Markoff and almost 

completely destroyed, was soon unable to continue fighting and the few men who are still standing were forced to 

disarm.  General Borozdin, at the head of the dragoon regiments of New Russia and Kargopol (division of General 

Korff) charged a second square, shoved it in, crushed it and took four canons.13  The debris of the square regrouped 

around General Pacthod joining with great difficulty the last two squares, beaten by shrapnel and losing people at 

every step, gathered in one mass and continued their retreat to the marshes. 

 

Meanwhile, the Allies had continued to receive reinforcements.  The infantry of Rayevsky approached the battlefield 

at a run.  The cavalry increasingly encircled the last square; but the night was approaching and as one was only a 

short distance from Bannes, a last effort seemed to ensure the salvation of the last square, when General 

Depreradovich, emerging unexpectedly with the Chevaliers Guards and four pieces of horse artillery east of Bannes 

between Aulnay-aux-Planches and Morains-le-Petit, came to bar the way to the soldiers of Pacthod, Amey and 

General Thévenet.  Stopped by the artillery of Depreradovich, crippled on all sides by shrapnel, lacking ammunition, 

crushed by the masses who surrounded them but failed to stop them, the French would not stop resisting unless all 

attacked. 

 

It was in vain that the Emperor Alexander and the King of Prussia endeavored to stop this heroic, but useless 

defense.  One of the parliamentarians sent by the Tsar, Colonel Rapatel, the aged aide de camp of Moreau and then 

aide de camp of Alexander, was killed trying to accomplish his mission.  Lieutenant Colonel von Thiele, sent by the 

King of Prussia, was more fortunate.  He managed with his trumpeter to reach General Pacthod whose arm, broken 

by a ball, weakened by loss of blood, proudly stepped forward to meet him and asked what he was doing in the 

French ranks.  "Rendezvous," the Prussian officer shouted, "You're surrounded.  -The military regulations say," 

responded the General, "not to negotiate under fire, and my honor forbids me to negotiate as long as we fire."  Then, 

with great calm and with the most exquisite urbanity, he announced to Thiele that he was his prisoner and without 

even listening to his complaints, he entrusted him to two of his officers who, taking his horse by the flange, entered 

the Colonel into the square.  The struggle had not ceased for a moment; but the French ranks thinned more and 

Russian cannon balls traced bloody furrows in this group of desperate people who re-formed after every discharge.  

A new charge carried by the Horse Guards, the Cossacks of the Guard, of Colonel Efremov, the Uhlans of the 

Guard, the dragoons of Seversk, of Kinburn and of Smolensk and the hussars of Lubny, finally managed to reverse 

this living wall. Transported with enthusiasm and deeply moved by so much courage, the Emperor Alexander, deaf 

to the protestations of his officers, entered himself with his escort into the square to stop the bloodshed and save the 

brave who survived.14 

 

Once the fire had ceased, the Czar who had ordered to treat prisoners with great humanity, to carry away and treat 

the wounded, presented with generals Pacthod, Amey, Delort, Bouté, Thévenet and Jamin, expressed to them in 

moving terms the admiration their heroic defense had inspired in him and ordered to return their sword, their horses 

and their belongings. 

 

 

                                                           
13"The march was continued under the murderous artillery fire until 6:15.  At that time, my brigade, exhausted with 

fatigue, having left on the battlefield more than 700 men, having exhausted all its cartridges it had consumed 

pushing back by its fire over twenty cavalry charges, by this time, my brigade beaten by grape shot in the line, in the 

flank and front by the cannon balls, and surrounded by the cavalry at 50 yards (toises), after 7 hours of battle forever 

memorable, fell to the power of the three combined armies.  There was no one in my brigade who had not gone 

beyond what was required by the most delicate honor."  (General Delort the Minister of War, Paris, 27 May 1814 

Report on the affair of Fère-Champenoise; Archives of the War.) 

 
14 "I want to save them!"  (words of Alexander reported by KRESTOFFSKY, History of the Regiment of Uhlans of 

the Guard of H. M. the Emperor.) 
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Of the two divisions of General Pacthod and Amey, it was hardly a few men who managed to escape and achieve 

through the darkness, gaining the marshes of Saint-Gond. 

 

The exact number of losses experienced by the marshals, by Pacthod and by Amey in the bloody battle of Fère-

Champenoise, is impossible to establish because General Delort only furnished the state of losses of his brigade.  On 

the other hand, the significant differences found in the reports of the Allied generals do not even allow guessing at 

an approximate figure. 

 

According to the Journal of Operations of the Great Army, 92 cannons, 5 howitzers, 74 caissons and 6,000 men 

would have fallen into the hands of the Allied cavalry. 

 

Barclay de Tolly, in his Journal of Operations assesses the losses of French at 11,000 men hors de combat and 75 

cannons taken or picked up on the ground. 

 

Taxis, in testifying to the annihilation of the divisions of Pacthod and Amey, only speaks about the removal of 40 

guns, while the Feld-Zeitung gives a total of 4,000 men and 10 cannons captured from the Pacthod and Amey 

Divisions. 

 

The Crown Prince of  Württemberg who, in his first report to Prince Schwarzenberg, had mentioned twenty cannons 

captured or abandoned and several thousand prisoners, does not give much more information in his second relating 

dated from Paris, 13 April, and raises to 30 the number of pieces taken from the marshals.15  Finally, in the dispatch 

he sent on the evening of the combat of Fère-Champenoise to Blücher,16 the Generalissimo said:  "The forward 

march of the army was successful.  The enemy was defeated all along the line and fell despite its resistance. We took 

from him more than thirty guns, a quantity of caissons and wagons, five generals and several thousand men." 

 

Considerations on the dual battles of Fère-Champenoise.  --The heroic and desperate resistance of the divisions 

of Pacthod and Amey, adding a glorious page in our military annals, contributed not a little to throw a veil over the 

faults of Marmont.  Without going over again the false movements which prevented the Marshal from menacing and 

slowing down the operations of the Army of Silesia, one cannot explain by the demoralization of his troops, by the 

discouragement of his generals, the incomprehensible carelessness with which, supposedly totally in compliance 

with the order of the Chief of Staff, the Duke of Raguse kept pushing on Vitry.  Judging it superfluous to scout 

ahead, he only noticed the presence of the Allied armies when the cavalry of the IVth and VIth Corps were about to 

begin the attack.  His defeat and heavy losses experienced in the Soudé-Sainte-Croix retreat on Allemant would, 

                                                           
15Journal of Operations of Barclay de Tolly (Topographical Archives: no 29188); Report of the aide de camp of 

General Baron Korff to General Count Langeron  (Journal of Received Pieces, no 576); Journal of Operations of 

General Count Langeron (Topographical Archives, no 29103); relating of Colonel Markoff; KRESTOFFSKY, 

History of the Uhlan Regiment of the Guard H. M. the Emperor; History of the Cossack Regiment of the Guard 

(regiment of the Emperor); Information on the force and movements of the national guard divisions of generals 

Pacthod and Amey (Archives of the War); General Delort to the Minister of War, Paris, 27 May 1814, Report on the 

Affair of Fère-Champenoise (Ibid.). 

 

General HEILMANN, Der Feld-Marschall Fürst Wrede; General Von HEILLDORFF, Aus dem Leben des Prinzen 

Eugen von Württemberg; Journal of the Army: Affair of the divisions of Pacthod and Amey, 25 March 1814, T. III; 

Feld-Zeitung, no 72, Army of Silesia, Affair of 25 March 1814 (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., IV, 268.); STÄRKE, 

Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1); TAXIS, Tagebuch (Ibid., 

XIII, 32); Crown Prince of Württemberg to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 26 March, 1 o'clock in the morning (Ibid., III, 

452); Crown Prince of Württemberg Prince to Schwarzenberg, Paris, 13 April 1814: Report of the Battle of Fère-

Champenoise (Ibid., IV, 115); Schwarzenberg to Blücher, Fère-Champenoise, 25 March, 10 o'clock in the evening 

(Ibid., III, 448); Armee Nachrichten (Ibid., III, 451), and von HILLER, Geschichte des Feldzüge 1814 gegen 

Frankreich unter der besonderer Berücksichtigung Antheilnahme der Königlich-Württembergischen Truppen. 

 
16Prince Schwarzenberg to Field Marshal Blücher, Fère-Champenoise, 25 March, 10 o'clock in the evening (K. K. 

Kriegs Archiv., III, 448). 
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however, have fatal consequences.  The road to Paris was open and, after losing their most direct line of retreat, it 

would be only with great pain that the marshals could still hope to arrive under the walls of the capital before the 

armies of the Coalition. 

 

On the Allied side, they could have made a much better advantage of an exceptionally advantageous position, and 

the operations of the two major armies should have led to far more significant results.  As the marshals had to be 

retired by Étoges or Sézanne, one should have expected to see them, instead of staying quietly in their positions, 

drive as fast as possible on Montmirail, one should have hasten the march of Yorck, who have gotten to Viffort the 

24th, would have preceded the 25th to Sézanne.  He could have taken charge in the morning of a corps of cavalry, 

supported by several batteries of horse artillery, to outflank the right of the marshals and use to this effect the 

cavalry of the guard, to arrive between Connantray and Sézanne, and prolong the attack against the heads of the 

columns until the turning movement had had time to occur.  In doing so, it would have allowed the Russian corps of 

the Army of Silesia to bring in a timely manner their infantry and artillery on the left and rear of the marshals and 

Pacthod. 

 

Their fate would have been clear and the situation almost hopeless.  As rightly pointed out by Clausewitz,17 "the 

French would have had no alternative but to escape to the Aube.  With no roads available to them, they could not 

escape the pursuit of the Allies. Admitting they had not been forced to lay down their arms, they were in any case 

obliged to disperse." 

 

After trying to indicate the serious consequences of an operation that it is so easy to rationally combine with the 

strategic point of view, one cannot help but point out that, in the words of the Crown Prince of Württemberg,18 "the 

brilliant results of this day are only due to the action of the cavalry."  And the Prince, guided by his ardor, added, 

without even noticing that he criticizes himself in how he operated, "My infantry could not get into the line.  Also, I 

had to leave two of my horse batteries at Connantray, because the horses, completely exhausted by 8 hours of 

marching, fighting and continual pursuit, were unable to pull their pieces."  The horse battery of the light cavalry of 

the guard alone was able to come through with spirit and remarkable energy.  Instead of rushing headlong with the 

only cavalry of the advanced guard on the marshals, the Crown Prince could have obtained more significant results 

in awaiting at least the entry into the line of the bulk of the cavalry to start the attack.  He could then have deployed 

later in the fight the infantry of the VIth Corps, using all its strength, employing his artillery during the whole 

duration of the battle and commit his squadrons simultaneously instead of being reduced to throwing them against 

the French as and when they arrived.  It is also noted that the same mistakes were made, but in substantially different 

conditions, on the side of the Army of Silesia, and there they were caused by the inexplicable excessive caution and 

timidity of General Korff.  In sum, both the Army of Silesia and that of the Army of Bohemia, had preferred partial 

attacks to a general action and facilitated the resistance, reduced the severity of the situation of the marshals and of 

Pacthod by neglecting to prepare and support the charges by the firing of the horse artillery. 

 

Less rashness from the Crown Prince of Württemberg, less caution and hesitation from Korff, less disconnection in 

the general conduct of the troops involved, more skill in the use of both arms on the ground , would have been 

enough to destroy the weak corps whose remains were still trying to oppose the march of the Allied armies and to 

overthrow the only obstacle that stood between them and Paris. 

 

Better tactics and delivery with more wisdom, more understanding of the things of the war, the double battle of 

Fère-Champenoise had handed over their unopposed capital incapable of defending themselves, for the same 

(reasons) the new formations that one had gathered in haste were neither strengthened, supported or regulated by the 

troops of Marmont and Mortier.  The affair of Fère-Champenoise was, none the less, an action of glorious arms for 

the Allied cavalry.  But the lack of intelligent direction, the lack of rational preparation, insufficient intervention of 

the high command who failed to take advantage of the forces at its disposal, weakened and diminished the impact of 

this brilliant cavalry affair.  Driven by his hatred and his ardor, the Crown Prince of Württemberg, as most of the 

                                                           
17CLAUSEWITZ, Strategy Critique of the Campaign in France in 1814. 

 
18Crown Prince of Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 26 March, 1 o'clock in the morning (K. K. 

Kriegs, Archiv., III, 425) 
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Allied generals, believed it unnecessary to resort to the combined action of the three arms; he even compounded this 

mistake by precipitating its progress, hastening his attacks to the point of rendering unusable the artillery and made 

it impossible to take part in the final struggle when a few volleys of grapeshot, a few salvoes from its batteries 

would have consummated the loss of the marshals.  If he had followed the example that Napoleon had given at 

Vauchamps and Reims, he had maneuvered and used artillery as the Emperor was going to do the next day at Saint-

Dizier, he would have had the glory of winning between Fère-Champenoise and Connantray a decisive victory that 

would have delivered Paris to the Allies and truly ended the campaign. 

 

Movements of the IIIrd, IVth, Vth and VIth corps and positions of the various corps of the Allied Great Army 

on the evening of 25 March.  --The faults committed by the Allies, more from a tactical point of view than that of a 

strategic point of view, added by the rest would be felt immediately, and the Crown Prince of Württemberg, 

announcing he occupied with the IVth and VIth Corps the positions indicated by the order of the Generalissimo, 

added by completing his report:19  "I want my troops, fatigued by the fighting today not to be forced to get under 

way tomorrow too early."  He was to recognize that excessive force applied to men and horses prevented him from 

pursuing the enemy he had routed and which he thus gave time to regroup and regain the lead. 

 

The infantry of the IVth, Vth and VIth Corps had executed smoothly the movements indicated by the general 

disposition.  Gyulay only receiving the orders of movement on the night of 24 to 25 March, the bulk of the IIIrd 

Corps could only leave Mailly at 5 o'clock in the morning and headed by Montépreux towards Fère-Champenoise. 

Later in the afternoon, the Feldzeugmeister had also heard the cannonade.  Although he immediately pushed forward 

the light horse of Rosenberg and a few pieces of horse artillery, the horsemen did not arrive on the field of battle 

until everything was about to end.  The rest of the IIIrd Corps, consisting of troops under the command of Field 

Marshal Lieutenant Fresnel, having left Arcis-sur-Aube the morning, escorting the columns of ammunition and food 

convoys.  Around noon Fresnel had found at Salon the Cossacks of General Seslavin that before taking the part we 

told of in the battle of Fère-Champenoise, had chased around Pleurs in the direction of Sézanne, the few French 

parties that appeared on that side.  Two squadrons of light horse of Klenau replaced the Cossacks of Seslavin. 

Finally to flank against the movements of the French cavalry belonging to the column of General Souham, which 

had reported his presence in Nogent-sur-Seine, Fresnel had also left at Méry and at Plancy a squadron of light horse 

of  Klenau. 

 

The evening of the 25th the great Army of Bohemia occupied the following positions: the light cavalry of Pahlen was 

established in Linthes, Linthelles, Saint-Loup and Broussy-le-Grand and had pushed its outposts to the foot of the 

height Allemant where the marshals had stopped.  To his left, Prince Adam of Württemberg, cantoned with the 

cavalry of the IVth Corps around Pleurs, had behind him the Austrian cuirassiers Count Nostitz at Ognes. The rest of 

the cavalry of Pahlen (cuirassiers of General Kretov) and the Grand Duke Constantine with the cavalry of the 

Russian guard spent the night on the side of Vaurefroy. 

 

The IVth and VIth Corps bivouacked south of Fère-Champenoise, between this city and Corroy, where the Crown 

Prince of Württemberg had put his headquarters.  The lead of the IIIrd Corps did not go beyond Œuvy and bulk 

cantoned itself at Gourgançon.  The guards and reserves of Barclay de Tolly, following the headquarters coming to 

Connantray, settled between the village and Vaurefroy.  Finally the infantry of the Vth Corps, which had crossed by 

Faux-sur-Coole and Dommartin-Lettrée, arrived in the evening to the north and east of Fère-Champenoise.  The 

cavalry of this corps, under the command of Frimont, had been pushed too right and could not take any part in the 

latest fighting; but it had captured a courier carrying important dispatches from the Minister of Police, Savary, 

dispatches by which the Duke of Rovigo, announcing to Napoleon the entrance of the Duke of Angouleme in 

Bordeaux, noted the growing unrest that one dealt with in Paris and begged the Emperor to return quickly to his 

capital.20 

 

                                                           
19Crown Prince of Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 26 March, 1o'clock in the morning. (K. K. Kriegs 

Archiv., III, 452.) 
20 TAXIS, Tagebuch. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 32.) 
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The Allied Great Army, in its entirety, was thus concentrated on the evening of the 25th around Fère-Champenoise to 

which the Emperor of Russia, King of Prussia and Prince Schwarzenberg had moved their headquarters.21 

 

 

Placed on the Napoleon Series: September 2016 

                                                           
21STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1), and Journal of 

Operation of Barclay de Tolly (Topographical Archives, no 29188).    


