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CHAPTER XVIII. 

 
OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED ARMIES FROM 25 MARCH 1814 IN THE MORNING 

UNTIL THE END OF THE CAMPAIGN. 
 

FÈRE-CHAMPINOISE.  -- SAINT-DIZIER.  --PARIS. 
 

25 March.  --Report of Prince Schwarzenberg to the Emperor of Austria.  --25 March in the morning, before 
leaving, his headquarters in Vitry, Prince Schwarzenberg had reported to his sovereign the serious resolutions taken 
by the Emperor Alexander.  Always careful, always concerned about placing his share of his responsibility, the 
Generalissimo pushed, this time again, circumspection to its most extreme limits.  Instead of wholeheartedly 
endorsing the march on Paris, he apparently seeks to represent it as one of those unavoidable necessities to which he 
had to give in to, willingly or unwillingly.  He first started out with the surprising speed with which Napoleon 
executed his march on the communication lines of the Great Army and, after devoting a few words to the 
presentation of the situation of spirits in Paris, he takes up demonstrating to his sovereign that for the reason of the 
dissemination of the Army of Silesia, extending from Châlons to Soissons, it was impossible to take in due time all 
the coalition forces against the Emperor. 
 
The Allies were, therefore, to strive first to make their junction, then seek to restore by force their communications 
with their base of operation.  "It is to make this junction," adds the Generalissimo, "that the armies marched on 
Paris.  We have every reason to hope that maneuvering thusly, we will destroy the corps of Marmont and Mortier, 
intended as a core for the formation of a new army.  We deprive the enemy of its key resources, we will provide for 
our needs and we will build for better distributions through the nation.  Once this first result is achieved, we will 
consider restoring our communications.  The means to be employed to ensure the implementation of this last part of 
our program, will depend entirely on the circumstances and cannot be determined until later." 
 
Under the terms of the second disposition of 24 March, the Great Army should have begun at the break of day, its 
movement on Fère-Champenoise and Sézanne.  But once again the orders arrived too late and the corps had been 
unable to be placed in march at the times set by the detailed instructions. 
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March of the army corps placed under the command of the Crown Prince of Württemberg.  --First battle of 
Fère-Champenoise.  --It was, indeed, only after midnight that Pahlen received the special provisions established by 
the Crown Prince of Württemberg, who charged during the day of the 25th with the command of the IIIrd, IVth and 
VIth Corps would personally take on the direction of the advanced guard. 
 
Modifying certain parts of the general order of Schwarzenberg,1 the Crown Prince of Württemberg, informed of the 
presence of the French beside Vatry, commanded Pahlen, who was to form the tip of his column, to put his light 
cavalry in movement at 2 o'clock in the morning and strongly push on Linthes and Sézanne.2 
 
Shortly after 3:30 in the morning, Pahlen,3 leaving Drouilly, headed by Maisons-en-Champagne on Coole.  
Informed by the grand guard of the Bavarian cavalry established west of Maisons, of the presence of French troops, 
who from Soudé-Sainte-Croix, had sent at the break of day, patrols to Coole, the Cossacks charged with scouting for 
the column of Pahlen quickly moved towards this village, drove out some small French posts who retreated, without 
engaging, on Soudé-Sainte-Croix4 and then rallied with the main body of Marmont. 
 
Although he would have seen, the day before, "an immense horizon covered in fire,"5 the Duke of Raguse only 
learned the 25th in the morning, at the falling back of his reconnaissances, that he was in the presence of the Allied 
Great Army.  Instead of immediately retreating and warning of Mortier of danger that threatened them both, he 
contented himself with sending the Duke of Trévise one of his officers who also strayed on the way.  Moments later 
Mortier, worried and concerned, arrived at Soudé-Sainte-Croix to confer with Marmont, at the same time that his 
troops left Vatry and went up the left bank of the Soudé to approach the small corps of the Duke of Raguse.  While 
Mortier took the road from Dommartin-Lettrée to hasten the march of his divisions, Marmont established at Soudé-
Sainte-Croix in hopes of giving the troops of Mortier time to reach Sommesous where the two marshals hoped to 
effect their junction. 
 
Around 8 o'clock in the morning, when Belliard, who formed with the dragoon division of Roussel the head of the 
column of Mortier, debouched from Dommartin Lettrée, the Duke of Raguse had not yet completed deploying his 
infantry in two lines behind Soudé-Sainte-Croix.  Already, and while awaiting the arrival of the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg, having not been warned of the presence of French on the Soude, Pahlen had pushed his Cossacks and 
his light cavalry north of the roadway to the right bank of the river.  Moments later, the light cavalry division of 

                                                           
1The general order was for the VIth Corps to leave at 3 o'clock and the IVth at 4 o'clock. 
 
2The order of the Crown Prince of Württemberg:  "General Count Pahlen forming the vanguard of the army, will 
begin his move at 2 o'clock in the morning.  He will push his light cavalry to Linthes, occupy Broussy-le-Grand, 
Saint-Loup and Linthelles to cover the right and front of the army.  He will send parties to Sézanne.  The cuirassier 
division and the infantry of Pahlen will stop at Connantray.  The bulk of the VIth Corps will encamp in two rows on 
the heights in rear of Connantray its left connecting to the right of the IVth Corps, that will establish behind Corroy. 
The cavalry of the IVth Corps will occupy Pleurs and Gaye and communicate with that of Pahlen.  The enemy being 
shown to be the 24th in Vatry, General Count Pahlen will flank his march by a detachment that passes by 
Dommartin-Lettrée, Lenharrée, and will establish at Morains-le-Petit where it will monitor the road of Bergères." 
 
3The light cavalry of Pahlen consisted of following four brigades: Rüdinger Brigade, Hussars of Grodno and Sumy; 
Dokhturov Brigade, Hussars of Ol'viopol and Lubny; Lisanevich Brigade, Uhlans of Tchougouiev and three pieces 
of horse artillery (24 squadrons); finally, five Cossack regiments forming the brigade of General Ilovaysky XII; 
3.600 in all horses. 
 
(Geschichte der Feldzüge in Frankreich in besonderer Beziehung auf das Commando des Kronprinzen von 
Württemberg, herausgegeben von den Offizieren des Königlich-Württembergischen General-Stabes, II, 10.) 
 
4STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, I.) 
 
5MARMONT, Memoirs. 
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Prince Adam of Württemberg6 marching in platoons column appearing to the left Pahlen, was deployed south of the 
road, while the Crown Prince of Württemberg joined the cavalry and, from the height, recognized the position of 
Marmont. 
 
The marshal, who had sent his cavalry on his wings extended his lines in the direction of Dommartin and placed his 
artillery on his front covered by the Soudé, came around 9 o'clock, to open fire against the squadrons of Pahlen and 
of Prince Adam. 
 
Not wanting to wait for the entry into the line of his infantry which could only join a few hours later, not daring to 
tackle head on, with just his cavalry, an enemy whose position was covered by a stream that seemed almost 
impregnable, the Crown Prince of Württemberg ordered his horse artillery to return the fire of the French batteries. 
Charging Pahlen with maneuvering on the left of the French against Soudé-Notre-Dame, the Crown Prince with the 
cavalry of Prince Adam, went against the right flank of Marshal7where the French directed artillery fire more 
vigorously against the Württemberg squadrons while the division of Austrian cuirassiers of Nostitz,8 formed in mass 
in line, heatedly approaching the squadrons of the first line squadrons and was ordered to serve as support to the 
cavalry of the IVth Corps. 
 
Once Pahlen and Prince Adam had extended their flanking movement, the marshal began his orderly retirement on 
Sommesous, only leaving in Soudé-Sainte-Croix, a rear guard made up of some companies of voltigeurs.  This was 
maintained for too long in the village.  Bombarded by 12 pieces of horse artillery, reached by the brigade of General 
Dokhturov, this rearguard despite a renewed attack attempted by some squadrons of Bordesoulle, escaped with 
difficulty and left the greater part of its people both on the ground or in the hands of Russian hussars of Ol'viopol 
and Lubny. 
 
The movement of the horse of the IVth and VIth Corps was outlined more clearly by 10 o'clock.  In the center, 
Pahlen, who marched in the first line with the hussars of Grodno and Sumy, a regiment of Cossacks and the Russian 
artillery horse, was supported at a short distance by the Russian cuirassiers of Kretov.9 
 
On the right, General Lisanevich with the Ol'viopol Hussars and the uhlans of Tchougouiev and Ilovaysky XII with 
his Cossacks took the direction of Dommartin and Bussy-Lettrée and managed to get on the road from Vatry to 
Sommesous, slashing and throwing back on the latter of these places the left of the division of Charpentier, forming 

                                                           
6The light cavalry division of Prince Adam of Württemberg consisted, at Fere-Champenoise, of the brigade of 
Major-General von Walsleben, Austrian Hussar Regiment no 3  (Archduke Ferdinand) and the Württemberg Jäger 
zu Pferd Regiment no 5 ; the brigade of Major-General von Jett, Jäger zu Pferd Regiment no 2 (Duke Louis), 
Dragoon Regiment no 3 (Crown Prince) and Jäger zu Pferd Regiment no 4 (Prince Adam).  In all 20 squadrons 
forming a total of about 2,000 horses. (Geschichte der Feldzüge in Frankreich in besonderer Beziehung auf das 
Commando des Kronprinzen von Württemberg, herausgegeben von den Offizieren des Königlich-
Württembergischen General-Stabes, II, 10.) 
 
The infantry of the IVth and VIth Corps marched in the column behind the Austrian division of cuirassiers of Nostitz 
and the Russian 2nd Cuirassiers Division of Kretov. 
 
7STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Crown Prince of Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March (Ibid., III, 452);  Reports of the Crown 
Prince of Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Paris, 13 April (Ibid., IV, 115), and STARKLOF, History of the 
Württemberg 2nd Cavalry Regiment. 
 
8Composition of the Austrian division of cuirassiers of Count Nostitz:  Desfours Brigade, cuirassiers of 
Liechtenstein and Emperor Francis; brigade of Colonel von Seymann, cuirassiers of Grand Duke Constantine and 
Sommariva; 24 squadrons, or about 2,000 horses. 
 
9Composition of the cuirassier division of General Kretov:  Stahl Brigade, cuirassiers of Ekaterinoslav and 
Astrakhan; Leontief Brigade, cuirassiers of Glukhov and Pleskov; 16 squadrons representing an effective force of 
1300 to 1400 horses. 
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the tail of the column of Mortier.10 
 
As his side had reached Sommesous without encumbrance, Marmont hoped to find the two divisions that Mortier 
had left in the morning at Vatry and Bussy-Lettrée.  Not wanting to give up the position before their arrival, the 
Duke of Raguse established his infantry in two lines south of Sommesous and the highway from Fère-Champenoise 
to Vitry.  The front of the position was covered by his artillery placed in battery positioned behind the road from 
Châlons to Troyes with the cavalry supporting it.  For an hour and a half, the French artillery fire stopped the Allied 
cavalrymen and allowed the divisions of Mortier to come to deploy north of the road from Vitry.  But while the 
Cossacks of Ilovaysky managed to outflank the left of Mortier, the horse artillery of the Allies responded vigorously 
to the marshals' batteries.  The movement of the Cossacks, the fire of the batteries and the entry into the line of the 
Austrian cuirassiers of Nostitz required the Duke of Trévise first to pull back his left wing on the other side of the 
Somme and soon after Marmont left his position of Sommesous.  The two marshals hitherto separated by the course 
of the Somme started retreating by Haussimont and would take a position on a height, their left leaning on the 
Somme beside Chapelaine, their right to Vaurefroy and the streams of the Auges.11 Their cavalry formed two lines 
covering the infantry and extends right up to Montépreux in a plain too narrow to allow it to deploy and act 
effectively.  The artillery, as at Soudé-Sainte-Croix and Sommesous protected the front of the position. 
 
At noon, the Allied cavalry was deployed before the French position.  On the left wing, the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg, who now knew from the interrogation of prisoners, that he had before him the corps of Marmont and 
Mortier, only disposed in the first line the Jett Brigade (regiment of Württemberg cavalry Prince Adam and Austrian 
Archduke Ferdinand hussars) and the Desfours Brigade belonging to the cuirassiers division of Nostitz.  The rest of 
the Württemberg cavalry and horse artillery of Prince Adam and the 2nd Cuirassiers Brigade (Seymann) of Nostitz, 
was delayed by the crossing of the Soudé and traversing Sommesous and would only join successively.  But as the 
marshals, only having seen before them the cavalry, seemed ready to hold on, the Crown Prince, repeating the 
maneuver that had succeeded for him in the morning, resolved to attack immediately and chase above all the cavalry 
from their right wing around Montépreux. 
 
Neglecting the left wing of the marshals that the light cavalry of Pahlen and the Kretov Cuirassiers were charged 
with menacing and outflanking, the Crown Prince launched against the front of Marmont the Württemberg cavalry 
regiment of Prince Adam and against his extreme right the hussars of Archduke Ferdinand.  The Austrian brigade of 
cuirassiers of Desfours that connected to the hussars with the Württemberg cavalrymen, also moved forward; but, 
instead of deploying, it advanced in column of division.  While the regiment of Prince Adam managed to gain 
ground and that the Austrian hussars were enveloping the French cavalry regiment posted to the extreme right, the 
fire of the French artillery caused terrible havoc in the ranks of the brigade of Desfours.  Taking advantage without 
losing a moment of the wavering taking place in the ranks of Austrian cuirassiers, Bordesoulle fell on the right side 
of Liechtenstein Cuirassiers, crushing and beating them down on the Emperor Francis Regiment.  The cuirassiers 
withdrew in disorder, carrying with them the Prince Adam Regiment, and their retrograde motion obliged the 
Archduke Ferdinand Hussars, first to stop and then quickly come back.  The Crown Prince of Württemberg12 whose 

                                                           
10STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Crown Prince Württemberg reports to Prince Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March (Ibid., IV, 115); STARKLOF, 
History Württemberg 2nd Cavalry Regiment and History of the 4th Cavalry Regiment of Queen Olga, and HILLER, 
Geschichte des Feldzüge 1814 gegen Frankreich unter besonderer Berücksichtigung der Antheilnahme Königlich-
Württembergischen Truppen. 
 
11STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1): 
Crown Prince of Württemberg reports to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March (Ibid., III, 452.) and Paris, 13 April 
(Ibid., IV, 115); Colonel Count BAILLET DE LA TOUR, Operational Journal of the IVth Army Corps under the 
Crown Prince of Württemberg (Ibid., XIII, 56). 
 
12STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
STARKLOF, History of the Württemberg cavalry regiments, nos 4 and 5, and reports of the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March (Ibid., III, 452) and Paris, 13 April (Ibid., IV, 155 ). 
 
In his reports, the Crown Prince wrote: "I made the Archduke Ferdinand Hussar cavalry regiment, charge the enemy 
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position was somewhat compromised succeeded however, having rallied the regiment Prince Adam, to stop the 
progress of Bordesoulle thanks to a charge that he executed at the head of two regiments of Württemberg jäger zu 
pferd (4th Prince Adam and 5th) and the Austrian hussars. 
 
Fortunately for the Crown Prince, Pahlen was more successful in his attacks against the left wing of the French 
position.  Pushing strongly the French cavalry as soon as they had left Sommesous to fall back on Chapelaine, he 
executed a most brilliant charge, having taken four cannons and forced them to continue their retrograde motion to 
try to gain Lenharrée.  General Rüdinger, supported by the cuirassiers of Kretov, then debouched from Vassimont 
and from Haussimont on Chapelaine, and Pahlen headed with his two other brigades and Cossacks on Lenharrée to 
outflank the left of the marshals.13 
 
A little after 1 o'clock in the afternoon, the second line [Walsleben Brigade (Württemberg cavalry) and brigade 
Seymann (Austrian cuirassiers)] finally joined the left of the first line, when the Crown Prince received a dispatch 
from Grand Duke Constantine announcing that the cavalry of the Russian guard, departing from Sompuis had gone 
beyond  Poivres-Sainte-Sézanne.  The Grand Duke informed the Prince that he intended to head to the right and rear 
of the enemy and General Ozharovsky with the light cavalry of the Russian guard, was soon to reach Vaurefroy.14 
 
Until then the marshals, disputing the ground foot by foot, had kept hopes of reaching without much hindrance Fère-
Champenoise.  Also, while the Crown Prince took his last dispositions to renew his attack, Marmont and Mortier, 
warned by the cavalry of their right of the appearance of Russian cavalrymen beside Vaurefroy, gave their troops the 
order to leave the Chapelaine position and fall back on Fère-Champenoise by the hills that rise between the Somme 
and the brook of Auges. 
 
The cavalry of the Crown Prince at first followed the movement without engaging and let the French cavalry retire 
behind its infantry.  This then began its retreat in good order and by echelon, left on Lenharrée, right on Connantray. 
 

                                                           
cavalry, supported by the regiments of cuirassiers of Liechtenstein and Kaiser.  The enemy was forced to give 
ground, but it threw on my right side a few cavalry regiments which foiled my attack." 
 
Also see Szenen aus der Geschichte der K. K. 3 ten Huzaren Régiments Erzherzog Ferdinand (Österreichische 
Militärische Zeitschrift, 1845, IV), and Journal of Operations of the IVth Army Corps (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 
56). 
 
13STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1); 
Reports of the Crown Prince (Ibid., III, 452 and IV, 115) and Journal of Operations of the IVth Corps (Ibid., XIII, 
56). 
 
14STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince (Ibid., III, and IV 452, January 115); Journal of the Operations of the IVth Corps (Ibid., 
XIII, 56); Operational Journal of Barclay de Tolly (Topographical Archives, n. 29.188); History of the Regiment of 
the Chevalier Guard; KRESTOFFSKY, History of the Regiment of Uhlans of the Guard (Regiment of H. M. the 
Emperor). 
 
Barclay, hearing the cannon immediately made General Ozharovsky leave with the uhlans and the dragoons of the 
guard that he wanted to support by the 3rd Division of Cuirassiers (General Duka).  General Depreradovich, 
commander of the 1st Division of Cuirassiers, was with him at that time.  He pointed out to Barclay that Duka had 
arrive too late and asked the favor of marching to the cannon with his division which had not been used once since 
the beginning of the campaign.  As soon as the order had been given to him, he immediately gathered his regiments 
and set off at a trot with his four regiments and a horse artillery company of the guard.  The chevalier guards formed 
the head of his column. 
 
Composition of the 1st Division of Cuirassiers of General Depreradovich: Arsenyev Brigade, Chevalier Guard 
Regiment and the Horse Guard Regiment; Rosen Brigade, cuirassiers of the Emperor and Empress Cuirassiers; in 
all, 16 squadrons, about 1300 to 1400 horses. 
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Until 2 o'clock, the movement was carried out with sufficient regularity, even though Rüdinger and Kretov had 
continued to push strongly enough the left of the French that there was nothing remaining to gain Fère-
Champenoise, but to cross the ravine covering the brook of the Auges.  But a violent storm suddenly broke out and, 
to make matters worse, torrential rain driven by the wind gusts beat the French added to the problem, thwarting the 
march of the troops and increasing the difficulties of the retreat.  A little earlier, Pahlen, heading in the vicinity of 
Lenharrée, attacked the French cavalry; after two unsuccessful charges, he jostled the cuirassiers of Bordesoulle and 
obliged Belliard to direct the dragoons of Roussel against the left flank of the Russian cavalry.  The entry into the 
line of the second line of Pahlen imposed by the dragoons, who panicked, turned round immediately and stopped at 
a little distance from the defile of Connantray.  The timely intervention of the 8th Chasseur à Cheval Regiment  
which General Latour-Foissac resolutely moved forward in squadron column, and the good performance of the 
infantry, however, stopped for a moment the progress of the Russian cavalry.15 
 
But before the French had managed to reach Connantray, the cavalry of the Russian guard, led by the Grand Duke 
Constantine, in person, had outflanked their left; Russian horse artillery had been put in battery on the same bank of 
the ravine between Vaurefroy and Connantray, and opened fire against the French columns. 
 
General Ozharovsky, while deploying his two regiments on the right and left of the battery, jumped on the left flank 
of the French, and General Depreradovich with the Chevalier Guards and the cuirassiers of the Emperor, forced the 
cuirassiers Bordesoulle who had barely rallied, to abandon for the Russians a part of the artillery and search, for the 
second time, a refuge behind the infantry, which formed hurriedly into squares.16 
 
The Crown Prince of Württemberg, who now had all his cavalry, launched at the time, against the French infantry, 
the Württemberg Prince Adam Regiment and the Archduke Ferdinand Hussars. 
 
The Emperor Francis Cuirassiers and the Grand Duke Constantine charged, three times the square of the Young 
Guard, unable to break them.  The voltigeurs continued to retreat step by step on the defile of Connantray,17 
however after having lost two guns.  A fourth charge made by General von Jett, at the head of the Prince Adam 
mounted jäger and the hussars of Archduke Ferdinand, finally managed to break the resistance of a square of the Le 
Capitaine Brigade.  The storm, it is true, had redoubled in violence; the locks were soaked, bassinets are filled with 
water, the fusils did not fire well.  The situation of the French infantry was becoming more critical.  It could only 
defend itself with the bayonet.  The rain fell with such force that one could only see where one was going a few 
steps.  Exhausted by the effort that had not stopped since morning, the French infantry nevertheless tried to  put on a 
good face.  They fell back step by step in square, until they arrived at the entrance of the Connantray defile, which 
they found encumbered with supply and ammunition carts that their drivers abandoned, by artillery pieces bogged 
down there, by the fugitives who flocked there.  Unable to cross the ravine in square, the marshals were forced to 
place their infantry in column.  They only left in front of the ravine the last mass formed by the remains of the 5th, 
6th, 7th and 8th Voltigeur Regiments of the Young Guard, and 9 guns.  The Crown Prince launched against this group 
the cuirassiers regiments of Kaiser-Franz and Grand Duke Constantine and the Archduke Ferdinand Hussars, who 
are repelled.  Brought back to the charge by General Count Desfours by Colonel Prince Windischgraetz and Colonel 
Wimpffen, the aide de camp of the Crown Prince, who they inspired by their example, the Austrian cavalrymen, 

                                                           
15Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Allemant, 26 March, 8 o'clock in the morning (Archives of the War):  "We made 
three leagues in perfect order when a panicked terror overtook the flight of our cavalry...Several cannon pieces had 
their horses killed or taken by soldiers of the train and fell into the hands of the enemy.  One can understand nothing 
in the conduct of the cavalry, had it been the shadow of a countenance, it would have prevented the accident.  Twice 
the same scene was repeated." 
 
16KRESTOFFSKY, History the Regiment of the Uhlans of the Guard (H. M. the Emperor Regiment). 
 
17STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March and Paris, 13 April (Ibid., III, 452 and IV, 115), 
and STARKLOF, History 2nd and 4th Württemberg Cavalry Regiments. 
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they eventually cut through and broke the French square.  General Jamin, most of his officers and soldiers, with 8 
guns and 1 howitzer, remaining in the hands of the Austrians.18 
 
Despite the destruction of these squares, the good order of the Ricard and Christiani Divisions however, was to 
allow the marshals to cross the defile of Connantray, sacrificing, it is true, most of their artillery (24 cannons and 60 
caissons) and all their baggage, mired in the swampy ground and smashed, barring the passage to the Allied cavalry 
and preventing them from pushing right on Fère-Champenoise.  While the cavalry of the Crown Prince sought to 
make their way into the ravine, the weather had calmed, and the marshals were able to restore some order in their 
troops.19 
 
To continue the pursuit, the Crown Prince of Württemberg, giving up clearing the defile of Connantray, had been 
forced to redirect to the right of Connantray and clear his cavalry parceled out in small groups to the stream that 
flows through steep banks in the ravine.  His horse artillery, marching and fighting for more than ten hours and 
whose horses were exhausted with fatigue, could not pull in the clay ground and stopped definitively on this point.20 
 
While the cavalry of the Crown Prince took a long time to debouch from Connantray, only the appearance of some 
of his squadrons and entry into the line of the Cossacks of Seslavin, north of Œuvy, however, sufficed to cause a 
new panic21 in the ranks of French22; through Fère-Champenoise, they fled in disorder to the heights, north of 
Connantre, Linthes and Saint-Loup, hotly pursued by the cavalry, which slashing, along the way, all they could 
reach, and picked up (artillery) pieces and weapons abandoned by the fugitives. 
 
Fortunately for the marshals, the Colonel Leclerc heard the cannons from Sézanne and asked General Compans 
permission to head on Fère-Champenoise with 400 horses composing the 9th Regiment in march.  Arriving in this 
small town when the panic was at its height, maintaining perfect order in his company, which he had taken at the 
trot, he moved rapidly to meet the light cavalry of the Allies, forced it to stop and allowed the marshals to take up 
and rally, what remained around them, between Connantre and Linthes.  Their infantry took up a position on their 
left, at Broussy-le-Grand, and it formed a line in battalion columns.  The cavalry, formed two lines, one in battle, the 
other in regimental columns, standing to the right of the infantry and laying in the plain, up to about Connantre. 
 
But Pahlen after following north the creek and the defile from Connantray, with the cavalry of the VIth Corps, had 
defiled by hills that rise between Connantray and Normée, and headed on Fère-Champenoise, followed by the 
cavalry of Prince Adam of Württemberg and the cuirassiers of Kretov.  All this cavalry sought to outflank the left of 
the marshals. 
 
To the left of the Allies, General Ozharovsky23 with the light cavalry of the Russian guard, crossed the brook of 

                                                           
18STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März 1814  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., 
III, 1); Reports of the Crown Prince to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March (Ibid., III, 452) and Paris, 13 April (Ibid., 
IV, 115), and Journal of Operations of the IVth Army Corps (Ibid, XIII, 56). 
 
19Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Allernant, 26 March, 1 o'clock in the morning. (Archives of the War.) 
 
20STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince to Schwarzenberg (Ibid., III, 452 and IV, 115), and Journal of Operations of the IVth 
Corps (Ibid., XIII, 56.) 
 
21Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Allernant, 26 March, 1 o'clock in the morning. (Archives of the War.) 
 
22STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince to Schwarzenberg (Ibid., III, 452 and IV, 115), and Journal of Operations of the IVth 
Corps (Ibid., XIII, 56.) 
 
23STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince of Württemberg to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March, and Paris, 13 April (Ibid., III, 
452 and IV, 115); Journal of Operations the IVth Corps (Ibid., XIII, 56). 
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Auges, around Connantray, and had alone followed the French step by step, making them take significant losses. 
 
The Allied cavalry separated into two groups by the creek that passes through the ravine of Connantray had not 
managed to meet after having beyond Fère-Champenoise and when the marshals were preparing to continue their 
retreat.  Ilovaysky XII, with his Cossacks, a portion of the cavalry of Pahlen and the light cavalry of Prince Adam of 
Württemberg supported in the second line by the Russian cuirassiers of Kretov and the rest of the cavalry of the VIth 
Corps had appeared before the French infantry, while the Austrian cuirassiers of Nostitz and the grand Duke 
Constantine with the squadrons of Depreradovich and Ozharovsky faced their cavalry. 
 
The Crown Prince of Württemberg hears the cannon on his rear and stops.  --It was now 3 o'clock and the 
Crown Prince of Württemberg, with a mass of 12,000 horses, was already preparing to attack the heights of Linthes 
and Sainte-Loup to complete the defeat of the marshals, when suddenly cannons were heard in his rear. 
 
Moments later, a dispatch from Prince Schwarzenberg informed him "an enemy column heading from Vertus to 
Vatry, had beaten its way on Fère-Champenoise to reach the marshals as soon as it was aware of the march of the 
Great Army;  it was discovered and pursued by one of the corps of the Army of Silesia and the Generalissimo 
intended to attack in turn." 
 
The Crown Prince of Württemberg, whose cavalry marched and fought for almost 12 hours, could not under these 
conditions venture to continue the pursuit of the marshals.  He thought it particularly unwise to re-engage his troops 
exhausted by fatigue, as he absolutely did not know the strength of the enemy column, that the Generalissimo had 
signaled the approach to him, and his infantry was too far from him to be able to support him and join before the end 
of the day.  Stopping on the positions it had reached, he immediately gave the order to Pahlen to stand with the light 
cavalry of the VIth Corps to meet the column that was reported to him, General Depreradovich to monitor and 
support the movement of Pahlen, and ordered General Ozharovsky to bombard the positions of the marshals with the 
only battery that remained.24 
 
Last return to the offensive of the French cavalry.  --Retreat of the marshals on Allemant.  --The end of the 
pursuit and the sound of cannon which increasingly approached had magically given the troops of the marshals 
confidence. 
 
These soldiers, in a short time, no longer thought to seek their salvation in a stampede, these troops, deaf moments 
before to the voice of their leaders unable to maintain them and to rally, stopped to by themselves.  Those who 
despaired once were now convinced that Napoleon, returning from the Marne and opening onto the rear of the Allies 
would soon make a junction with them and they would just have to hold on, to attempt a return to an offensive for 
the rout to change into his victory.  Believing it certain to place the Allied cavalrymen between two fires, the 
soldiers of Marmont and Mortier hastened to reform, and the marshals25 taking advantage of that trust, that came 

                                                           
 
According to the Journal of Operations of Barclay de Tolly (Topographical Archives, no 29.188), the Chevalier 
Guards had taken 6 cannons; the Horse Guard 6; the cuirassiers 3; the Uhlans of the Guard 6; the (Mounted) Eiger of 
the Guard 2 and cavalrymen of Pahlen 20 pieces.  A total of 43 guns. 
 
24STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince of Württemberg to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March and Paris, 11 April (Ibid., III, 
452 and IV, 115). 
 
25Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Allernant, 26 March , 1 o'clock in the morning (Archive of the War): 
 
"At the end of our retreat, we heard a very sharp but short cannonade on the road from Vertus.  At first I had no way 
to explain; but, from what I was told by the Duke of Trévise, it was a column of march that was coming on 
Bergères, to which he had sent the order to retire on Sézanne but undoubtedly had not received it.  I was not 
informed of the existence of these troops, because if I had been, it would have been on them that I would have made 
my retirement.  In the end, according to the reports of residents and escaped prisoners, this troop were destroyed and 
captured." 
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unexpectedly to supplant absolute despair, to try to force the Crown Prince to stop permanently. 
 
If it was, as they hoped without believing the Emperor had arrived, one last charge would disengage them and 
otherwise, without aggravating their situation, with the new attitude of their troops, they could ensure the means to 
give some space to escape from the embrace of the Crown Prince of Württemberg and the Russian cavalry and 
continue their retreat.  The French cavalry, the cuirassiers of Bordesoulle at their head, threw himself so strongly on 
the battery of the Russian guard of General Ozharovsky, that the gunners barely had time to bring up the limbers and 
remove the pieces at a gallop. 
 
But the timely intervention of the Württemberg light cavalry (the regiment of Prince Adam (mounted) jäger leading) 
and Russian cuirassiers, who charged down the right wing of the French squadrons, disengaged and saved these 
pieces and foiled the last attempt.26  Finally, the entry into the line of Seslavin who, coming from Salon and from 
Pleurs, debouched with his Cossacks on the far right and the rear of the French cavalry, forced there the abandoning 
of  9 of its guns, to retreat more quickly and seek refuge again behind its infantry.27 
 
If the horse artillery of the IVth Corps had not had to stopped at Connantray because of the fatigue of its teams, the 
Crown Prince of Württemberg would likely have taken advantage of the confusion produced in the ranks of the 
French by fruitless charge of Bordesoulle to launch his remaining cavalry on hand against infantry of the marshals 
and complete their rout.28 But the Württemberg cavalry was exhausted; the infantry of the IVth and VIth Corps was 
far from the battlefield; the daylight was failing and it might have been careless with a cavalry exhausted by more 
than 12 hours of march and fighting, to try it without the possibility of preparing the action with artillery, a new 
attack against the French infantry. 
 
The night ended the fight: the squadrons of the Crown Prince were ordered to follow, without engaging, the retreat 
of the marshals who, towards the north, stopped at 9 o'clock on the heights of Allemant, instead of falling back 
directly on Sézanne where the Duke of Raguse, however, could rely on the troops of General Compans which it was 
impossible to ignore the presence on this point.29 
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26STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.); 
Reports of the Crown Prince to Schwarzenberg, Corroy, 25 March, and the Paris, 11 April (Ibid., III, 452 and IV, 
115); Journal of Operations of the IVth Corps (Ibid., III, 56), and STARKLOFF, History of the Württemberg 
Cavalry Regiments, nos 4 and 5. 
 
27Journal of Operations of Barclay de Tolly (Topographical Arch., no 29188). 
 
28STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and Journal of Operations of the IVth Corps (Ibid., III, 56). 
 
29Marmont in his Memoirs, VI, 235, searches to justify his movement on Allemant and claims he had intended to 
move on Sézanne but the colonel commanding the cavalry regiment in march who had joined at Fère-Champenoise, 
told him that the Allies had occupied Sézanne the 25th in the morning.  This is clearly an excuse invented by Marshal 
long after the events.  Indeed, in his report to the Chief of Staff, dated Allemant, 26 March at 1 o'clock in the 
morning, Marmont, who is careful about noting the service made to him by the timely arrival of the cavalry regiment 
at Fère-Champenoise, merely says, "We withdrew on Allernant and we will march on Sézanne.  But it is very likely 
that the enemy will follow us because its campfires are very close to us." (Archives of the War.) 


