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ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 
 

Second disposition of the Generalissimo for the day of 24 March.  --Although Schwarzenberg, made more 
prudent and circumspect by the absence of his sovereign, did not dare to take the part of marching on Paris, he had 
nevertheless understood that there was a need to modify the following dispositions of the day before.  He 
immediately renounced the movement on Châlons which actually was a hidden retreat of the Army of Silesia, and at 
4 o'clock in the morning, he decided to direct the Great Army on Vitry and cross the Marne. 
 
So one would continue to follow Napoleon, still hoping to crush him under the weight of the combined forces of the 
two armies.  Blücher would ascend the Marne and now form the right of the Great Army that would attack the 
Emperor wherever one met.1  
 

                                                           
1The events of the 24th are so important that we have thought it necessary to reproduce in full the general and 
particular orders given by Schwarzenberg. 
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"The generals Winzingerode and Tettenborn are posted at Sommesous, Soudé-Sainte-Croix and Vatry, therefore the 
Generalissimo expresses in his second disposition for 24 (March)2, for them to restored our communications with 
Châlons and the army of Field Marshal Blücher." 
 
"Consequently, the Vth Corps will remain at Vitry and will be responsible for covering the crossing of the Marne 
executed by the other corps of the Great Army.  If it is possible to rehabilitate the bridge of Frignicourt, the Vth 
Corps will cross the Marne and will form in column of attack between Frignicourt and Bignicourt.  Its advanced 
posts will push up in this case to Larzicourt." 
 
"The IVth and VIth Corps filing by Vitry, will form in columns of attack on the heights of Villotte and Vauclerc and 
establish outposts on the road to Saint-Dizier.  The flying columns sent on Cheminon and Revigny will cover the left 
of the position." 
 
"The IIIrd Corps, with the artillery and administrative train, will march right on Vitry and establish in the rear (to the 
west) of this town on the height of Blacy." 
 
"The guards and reserves will cross Vitry and take position between Bas-Village and Vitry-le-Brûlé." 
 
"The headquarters will go to Vitry." 
 
"The IVth and VIth Corps will be placed in march in a manner to be able, if the enemy still holds the heights of 
Blacy, to attack together with the Vth Corps precisely at noon.  In this case, the guards and the reserves will take 
position by noon on the height of Courdemanges." 
 
"General Winzingerode will be between the Marne and the Aube, so has the power, depending on the circumstances, 
to go either on Brienne and Bar-sur-Aube or on Saint-Dizier." 
 
"General Tettenborn, intended to ultimately head on Troyes, will today cross by Faux and be established on the right 
bank of the Marne to cover the rear of the army." 
 
"General Seslavin will march with the IIIrd Corps and be responsible for protecting the parks and the convoys." 
 
"General Kaisarov will march with the VIth Corps and flank his left." 
 
"This disposition," added the Generalissimo in ending, "rests entirely on the possibility of the crossing of the Marne. 
In case this assumption cannot be achieved, the army would occupy a line extending left up to Blacy, right up to 
Courdemanges.  The Vth Corps would have to occupy the height of Châtel-Raould-Saint-Louvent." 
 
The chief also addressed Winzingerode in Vatry, and Tettenborn in Soudé-Sainte-Croix, individual orders3 designed 
to make them more rapidly and fully aware of his projects and reasons for the mission that the generals would be 
                                                           
2Prince Schwarzenberg, 2nd Disposition for 24 March, Sompuis, 4 o'clock in the morning. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 
440.) 
3These two orders being given pretty similarly, it seemed unnecessary to reproduce them both, and we give here 
only one of them: 
 
"The Prince of Schwarzenberg to General Tettenborn." 
 
"Sompuis, 24 March 1814.  --I learned with pleasure that you had arrived at Soudé-Sainte-Croix." 
 
"The enemy, after failing at Arcis, has thrown himself on to the right bank of the Marne and headed to my right to 
Saint-Dizier." 
 
"I gather today my army in Vitry, straddling the Marne, to pursue the enemy tomorrow." 
 
"It is essential that you cover the rear of the army on the right bank of the Marne, the enemy having pushed the 
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responsible for completing during the day of the 24th. 
 
Movements of the corps of the Allied Great Army.  --While the Generalissimo dispatched this new disposition, 
Wrede, conforming to the first movement orders which charged him with covering the projected concentration of the 
Army of Bohemia around Vésigneul, had taken his corps by the road of Pringy. 
 
Arriving at a little distance from the latter place, the Vth Corps effected there, by chance, a junction with the 
Cossacks of Tettenborn.  "The Bavarians," said Taxis,4 "marched without scouting ahead and met the Cossacks of  
Tettenborn (corps of Winzingerode, army of Blücher) that they took for the enemy, as did the Cossacks, for a while, 
thought meanwhile they were dealing with the French."  At 9 o'clock, Wrede received at Pringy the second 
disposition resending him on Vitry, "in the end to march from there with all forces united against the army of the 
Emperor."5  Making his corps retake the route he had just passed through, he stopped the night at some distance 
from Vitry around Maisons-en-Champagne. 
 
At 10 o'clock in the morning, the VIth Corps left from Poivres-Sainte-Suzanne, and the guards and reserves from 
Saint-Chéron arriving at a little distance from Sompuis that had just been left by the IVth Corps in march on Vitry. 
 
Like the Austro-Bavarians of Wrede, the other corps of the Great Army had from the24th in the morning, started 
their movement in accordance with the disposition, leaving the day before from Pougy.  The IIIrd Corps, covered on 
the left by General Seslavin, ordered to occupy Sézanne and Fère-Champenoise, was already not far from Mailly 
when an officer from the General Staff brought Feldzeugmeister Count Gyulay the order to head on Vitry. 
Immediately after receiving the second disposition, Gyulay commanded at Fresnel to move the same day on Arcis 
with the regiment of light horse of Klenau and the Emperor Infantry Regiment, "under the condition that they have 
been previously relieved in Troyes."  Leaving at Mailly the infantry regiment of Kottulinsky and a battery of 12, 
Gyulay, traversed Poivres-Sainte-Suzanne and Sompuis, stopping towards evening the bulk of his corps, the 
ammunition park of the reserve and the convoys a little distance from Blacy.  The advanced guard of the IIIrd Corps 
(light horse regiment of Rosenberg and a battalion of Székeler) had barely established themselves at Maisons when 
they received orders to march to Vatry.  A little distance away from this place, the light horse came up against a 
large French cavalry column heading with the cannon on Vitry.  Too weak to engage, the light horse retreated to 
Maisons and immediately informed Wrede and Gyulay of the French movement.  One knew from the few prisoners 
picked up by the light horse that the cavalry formed the vanguard of the marshals in march on Coole and seeking to 

                                                           
cavalry to Châlons." 
 
"General Winzingerode, now in Vatry, was ordered to cover the rear of the army on the left bank of the Marne, and 
connect through Pogny." 
 
"Last night at 10 o'clock, we saw the enemy's cavalry at Vésigneul.  He must drive them on." 
 
"I also want to know if Châlons is in our hands or if this city is occupied by the enemy." (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 
439.) 
 
4TAXIS, Tagebuch.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32.) 
 
5STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (Ibid., III, 1.)  
 
It is good to remember, that the division of Amey was escorting, from Cauroy to Sompuis the artillery park of the 
corps under the command of Macdonald.  By a misunderstanding, General Amey lost the trail of the park, that the 
Russian light cavalry took near to Sompuis.  The Amey Division, arriving in Sézanne the 23th, in evening, effected 
its junction with the division of Pacthod.  The two generals, informed by the inhabitants, that a French corps was 
marching along the little road from La Ferté to Châlons, to join the Emperor, marched on Bergères, where they 
learned that Marmont and Mortier had on the 23rd left.  This news persuaded them to restart the 24th, and to served as 
the escort of a big convoy of food and ammunition that had been entrusted to the Adjutant Commandant Noizet. 
(Archive of the War.) 



© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 
 

join Napoleon.6  This information would be, moments later, confirmed by the senior officer that Gyulay had left at 
Mailly and that Kaisarov had informed of the march on Vatry of large French cavalry columns. 
 
Warned of these movements of the marshals, Wrede sent two regiments of Austrian hussars under the command of 
General von Geramb (Székeler and Archduke Joseph Hussars) to support the light horse of Rosenberg and settle in 
before Coole. 
 
It was, in effect, the marshals who remained without orders as a result of couriers from the Emperor being captured, 
unable to reach Châlons before Blücher, not wanting to leave the corps of Winzingerode behind them and on their 
left flank, marching from Vertus and from Étoges on Vatry in the hope of achieving nevertheless to make their 
junction with Napoleon.  They doubted even less in meeting face to face and in the area, the armies of 
Schwarzenberg and of Blücher than Winzingerode, Tettenborn and Chernishev having specifically left on the 24th in 
the morning, from Vatry, Sommesous and Soudé-Sainte-Croix to take the path of Vitry.  Encountering some Allied 
vedettes, the appearance of some Cossacks, the information of the inhabitants unanimous in reporting the progress 
of the Allies movement towards the Marne after the Emperor who went up the right bank of the river, were not 
enough for the marshals to inspire immediate fears and reveal to them the danger which threatened them.  The 24th 
in the evening, the marshals stopped: Marmont in Soudé-Sainte-Croix and Mortier in Vatry.  The cavalry who 
marched with the column of the Duke of Trévise established themselves, partly in Villeseneux, Soudron and north of 
Vatry, on the road to Châlons, partly at Bussy-Lettrée and at Dommartin-Lettrée.  From this last point, it had 
communications with Marmont at Soudé-Sainte-Croix.  This cavalry was ordered to reunite the 25th at Vatry and had 
to be ready in starting from 4 o'clock in the morning.7 
 
The IVth Corps having meanwhile left Sompuis was approaching the VIth Corps and guards and reserves and pushed 
up to Blacy where it bivouacked.  The VIth Corps established itself to its left at Pringy, Drouilly and Loisy-sur-
Marne; the guards and reserves to its right at Courdemanges.  Kaisarov and Seslavin stopped the evening of the 24th 
with their Cossacks: the first, a short distance from Villenauxe, the second around Sézanne. 
 
While the corps of the Great Army and formed a semicircle around Vitry, on a line from Pringy to Courdemanges 
the corps of Macdonald, Oudinot and Gérard, abandoned by Ney returning himself nearer to the Emperor, had the 
good fortune to be able to retire to the edges of the Marne in Saint-Dizier intact, without being seriously troubled. 
They had been, fortunately for them, been followed all morning by the regiment of dragoons of Moscow and some 
Prussian cavalry squadrons, who leaving from Vitry, confined themselves to observe their progress. 
 
March of the cavalry of Winzingerode.  --At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the cavalry of Winzingerode crossed 
Vitry.8  Immediately after debouching from Vitry, Winzingerode had detached Chernishev and had instructed him to 
cross at the head of 2,500 Cossacks on to the left bank of the Marne and push with them on Montier-en-Der.  The 
24th in the evening, Tettenborn stopped with his Cossacks in Saint-Remy-en-Bouzemont. 
 
On the right bank of the Marne, Tettenborn not only joined the extreme French rearguard at night fall around 
Thiéblemont-Farémont. 
 
His horsemen, stopped for a while by the fire of the French posts, nevertheless managed to force them to abandon 
the village and to retreat to the main body of Macdonald and Oudinot established from Perthes to Saint-Dizier. 

                                                           
6STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
7Marmont to the Chief of Staff, Allemant, 26 March, 1 o'clock in the morning, and Belliard to Mortier and Roussel, 
Vatry, 24 March, 10 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
8The cavalry corps of Winzingerode consisted in a total of 8,000 horses with 46 cannons.  The advanced guard, 
under the command of Tettenborn, consisted of four squadrons of the Izium Hussars, six squadrons of hussars 
Elizabethgrad and five regiments of Cossacks, with eight pieces of horse artillery, forming a total of about 2,000 
horses.  The bulk comprised nine regular cavalry regiments, five Cossack regiments, nine horse batteries and the 
flying corps of Prussian Major von Kalkenhausen. 
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Movements and positions of the bulk of the Army of Silesia.  --In the Army of Silesia, they had taken advantage 
from the day of the 24th to carry Blücher to Châlons,9 where Gneisenau had concentrated the Russian corps of 
Langeron and Sacken and the infantry of Winzingerode under the command of General Vorontsov and Stroganov. 
 
Movement of the corps of Yorck and Kleist.  --The two Prussian corps of Yorck and Kleist, delayed at Château-
Thierry by the complete destruction of the bridges, had only crossed the Marne in the afternoon of the 24th.  Some 
squadrons had however managed to cross the river in the morning and had moved quickly back on the trail of the 
marshals.  The infantry of Yorck, who had gained a foothold on the left bank of the Marne; after having let file 
before them all the cavalry, could not make much progress.  The division of Horn stopped in the evening at 
Montfaucon roughly halfway between Château-Thierry and Montmirail; that of Prince William, at Viffort.  The 
artillery of the reserve remained at Nogentel.  Yorck and Kleist personally pushed the evening up to Montmirail and 
there learned that the marshals left this city the 23rd in the morning, taking them on a two-day march.  The infantry 
of Kleist, which could not cross the Marne until towards evening, settled during the night of the 24th to 25th on the 
outskirts of Chateau-Thierry.  One had decided to leave General von Iagov, charged with guarding the bridges with 
two battalions taken from each of the two corps, 300 horses and 2 guns. 
 
To the left of Yorck and Kleist, the flying corps of Colomb, who had crossed the Marne the day before in Tréloup 
and stopped the evening of the 23rd at Condé, had sent on Orbais on a party that pushed up to Montmirail still 
occupied by 200 to 300 infantry and a hundred horse under the orders of General Vincent, responsible for observing 
the movements of the Prussian corps.  After stopping for a few hours the partisans of Colomb, General Vincent, 
knowing that the Prussians had settled in La Ferté-sous-Jouarre and Chateau-Thierry, retreated to Orbais at the time 
when the squadrons of the advanced guard of the Ist Corps rejoined the horsemen of Colomb. 
 
On the order of Yorck and Kleist, the cavalry of the two corps had quickly gained ground on the left bank of the 
Marne, and on the 24th in the evening General von Katzler, whose patrols were scouring the countryside to 
Champaubert, stopped at Janvilliers, while Colonel von Blücher, after crossing at Montmirail, came to establish at 
Gault and sending parties to Sézanne. 
 
The reserve cavalry, under the command of Zieten, who served as their support did not go beyond Montmirail. 
 
The flying corps of Colomb had spent the night of the 24th to 25th at Corrobert. 
 
Bombardment of Soissons.  --To the far right of the Army of Silesia, Bülow after fruitlessly summoning the 
commander Gérard to give up Soissons, had opened the trenches on the night of the 23rd to 24th and bombarded the 
place during the day and during much of  the night.  But thanks to vigorous sorties he executed on the evening of 
24th, the commander Gérard managed to destroy the work of the approach and communication trenches begun by the 
besiegers. 
 
On the side of Villers-Cotterêts, the vedettes of Grouvel were in the presence of Prussian cavalry, and Major Otenin, 
commandant of the town of Compiègne, prepared to resist an attack that seemed increasingly imminent. 
 
Panic continues in the rear of the Allied Great Army.  --In the rear and on the communication lines of the Allied 
Great Army, the panic had only increased since the day before.  Immediately after receiving the dispatch sent by the 
Generalissimo, from Pougy, the 23rd at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, the Emperor of Austria, following the advice of 
Schwarzenberg, had left Bar-sur-Aube the 24th in the morning to go to Châtillon-sur-Seine.  The 24th at night, after a 
break of a few hours in the latter place, the Emperor Francis continued his journey to Dijon.  The caution of 
Schwarzenberg had, this time, done well.  A delay of less than twenty-four hours would have been enough to bring 
down his sovereign in to the hands of horsemen of Saint-Germain.  Insignificant in itself, such a catch would have 
been sufficient to change dramatically all the resolutions and plans of the Allies.  Instead of marching to Paris, one 
                                                           
9Around 7 o'clock in the evening, they brought to the headquarters of the Army of Silesia at Châlons, some prisoners 
captured from the side of Sommesous, and who declared to belong to the corps of Marmont.  The Field Marshal 
gave immediate notice to the general headquarters, adding that he would seek to cut off the marshals retreat on 
Étoges. 
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would have stopped, one would have resumed negotiations that had broken down, and to wrest from Napoleon the 
hostage he would have had in the person of his stepfather, the Coalition would likely have been forced to seek an 
armistice, perhaps even recognizing France at its old borders and evacuating the country. 
 
The personal baggage of the Austrian Emperor and all his headquarters had filed behind him: one part by Chaumont 
and Langres, on Vesoul, the remainder by Châtillon, on Dijon, under the escort of reinforcements led by 
Württemberg  Major-general Spitsbergen. 
 
On the 23rd in the evening, in order to counter to some extent the possible disarray and confusion he foresaw, 
Barclay de Tolly was sent to Bar-sur-Aube and the Russian General Ertel was instructed to take the necessary 
measures to evacuate equipment from the Russian army.  The 24th in the morning General Ertel gathered in Bar-sur-
Aube the convalescents, the sick and the wounded Russians able to endure the hardships of transport, the depots and 
baggage of regiments, the parks and cash boxes of the funds.  Recalling to him the administrative convoy headed to 
Saint-Dizier, Ertel ordered that innumerable columns of wagons of all kinds to take on the night of the 24th to 25th, 
the path of Chaumont, under the protection of an infantry regiment, a regiment of uhlans and two regiments of 
Cossacks. 
 
One was so worried, so baffled, they did not think it prudent to stop at Chaumont and having arrived in this city the 
convoys were ordered to continue on Vesoul without losing a minute.  Arriving in Vesoul, General Ertel finally 
stopped his column, armed the convalescents, gathered various Russian detachments, recalling to him the Russian 
reinforcements from Germany, for Altkirch, and formed a corps of several thousand men of all arms, who at the 
head he had hoped to achieve the suppression and prevention of the uprising of the peasants. 
 
The 24th in the morning, Major General Count Raigecourt, Austrian commander of Chaumont, had, meanwhile, 
taken out of the town a strong reconnaissance of two half-squadrons and two companies who, descending the course 
of the Marne, had to push on Joinville to cross at Vignory and Cerisières.  He was left at that time in Chaumont with 
two squadrons, three infantry companies and a battery horse.  This reconnaissance, pushing the few French posts 
established in Vignory, pushed up to about a mile from Joinville.  Informed by his emissaries to the presence in 
Joinville of General Piré and the project of this general to outflank the Austrians posted a Chaumont passing firstly 
by Andelot, the then by Colombey-les-Deux-Églises, alarmed by the commencement of the execution of this 
movement, the reconnaissance, after detaching some parties on Doulevant and Andelot,10 fell back the 24th at night 
on Vignory. 
 
Later in the day, Raigecourt had also received the order to abandon Chaumont if he felt threatened and to retreat to 
Langres where he was to hold to the last extremity. 
 
At 9 o'clock in the evening, Raigecourt made aware of the arrival of the French cavalry at Colombey-les-Deux-
Églises. 
 
Recalling in all haste two columns of food forgotten at Juzennecourt, gathering at night a few troops at his disposal, 
loading all on wagons that belonged to the army, Raigecourt evacuated Chaumont just before midnight and fell back 
on Langres. 
 
His rearguard alone remained in one position in front of this city, at Vesaignes. 
 
Movement of General Allix on Auxerre.  --Finally, further south and in the space that separated the left of the 
Allied Great Army from Dijon and from the troops that operated against Lyon under the command of the Crown 
Prince of Hesse-Homburg, General Allix took advantage of the retirement of the light division of Maurice 
Liechtenstein who had retreated, first on Châtillon-sur-Seine and Ampilly-le-Sec, then Montbard, to move by 
Joigny, Brienon and Chablis on Auxerre.  The march, which did not compromise in any way Sens and Pont-sur-
Yonne where Allix was still able to prevent a return of Liechtenstein, was primarily intended to allow him to 
encourage the mass uprising in the department of Yonne and support the National Guards whose resolute attitude 
had prevented a raid of the Austrians on Clamecy. 
                                                           
10The party sent to Andelot, brought the Bavarian reserve artillery the order to fall back faster on Langres. 
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Council of War at Sompuis.  --Emperor Alexander decides to march on Paris.  --If one were to merely consider 
the military operations and movements of the different corps of the Allied armies, the day of 24 March should 
rightly be regarded as one of the least important of the campaign. 
 
One had indeed renounced to march on Châlons because one became aware of the presence on this point of the 
Army of Silesia and had gone on Vitry because the junction was done and it was decided to follow the Emperor. 
 
But this day of the 24th, despite its apparent insignificance, marked on the contrary the psychological moment, the 
critical moment of the campaign. 
 
Both pushed by different reasons, Schwarzenberg and the King of Prussia had left Sompuis from 10 o'clock in the 
morning.  Both had long meditated on the serious news they had just received and believed it wise and prudent to 
move away from headquarters on the pretext of monitoring more closely the march of the army on Vitry.  Too late  
politically in the end for not having seized the importance captured in the information he learned in Dampierre, 
Schwarzenberg, in the absence of his sovereign, poorly cared to have to decide on the character of future operations 
and change on his own authority the direction taken so far by the armies. 
 
As for the King of Prussia, he was unable, during those few hours, to penetrate the intentions of the Tsar. 
 
Having no personal opinion, long accustomed to adjusting his view to that of Alexander, fearing not only to 
compromise, but especially to compromise the interests of his country by issuing ideas that could displease the real 
head of the Coalition, he happily seized the opportunity to be away from Sompuis.  In a word, Frederick William III 
and Schwarzenberg sought to avoid responsibility and, without even thinking of the nature of the turnaround that 
was going to happen, the seriousness of the resolutions that one would take, they both hoped to have more than to 
give their consent, unless it was a done deal, at least in a formal proposal, to a kind of order from the Emperor of 
Russia. 
 
Left alone at Sompuis, Alexander I had re-read the dispatches which had been intercepted, especially the 
confidential letter of Rovigo pointing to Napoleon the actions of the enemies of the Empire, their intrigues and their 
menacing.  After comparing the news with information provided by Vitrolles, with communications from Dahlberg 
and Talleyrand, the Tsar was not slow to recognize the gravity of the situation, to understand that there was more to 
do than be staggered over Vitry and strive in pursuit of the small army of Napoleon.  Not wanting to be subordinate 
to an impulse which he distrusted, especially since he had never ceased to be obsessed with the idea of a march on 
Paris, the Emperor of Russia, before taking a final resolution, a resolution that was to influence the fate of the world, 
had held to surround himself with the council of several officers he honored with his special confidence. 
 
At his command Volkonsky enjoined Barclay de Tolly, Toll and Diebitsch to have to go immediately to their 
sovereign.  When the officers came, the Emperor, after marking on the map the positions of the their corps, pointed 
out to them that when the two major Allied armies had effected a junction,11 it was necessary, either to follow the 
Emperor and overwhelm him under the weight of superior forces, or march on Paris. 
 
Barclay de Tolly, questioned first by Alexander, proposed to follow the Emperor and attack anywhere he was met. 
 
Diebitsch, as quartermaster of Russian reserves, interviewed immediately after Barclay de Tolly and unable to 
directly contradict his general, advised a half measure.  He opined detaching 40,000 to 50,000 men on Paris and 
marching with the main forces against the Emperor. 
 
Toll, on the other hand, to whom the particular situation, which he had been a part of since the beginning of 
operations, disagreeing alone with the retinue, stated clearly that there was only one thing to do.  It was to push by 
forced marches on Paris the reunited the armies of Schwarzenberg and of Blücher and send against the Emperor 
                                                           
11The Emperor Alexander was not likely, at this time, to have accurate data on the position of the Army of Silesia, as 
he was careful, as we shall see later, to personally give special instructions to Langeron and Vorontsov, yet both 
were placed under the command of Blücher. 
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only ten thousand horses charged with masking the principal movement.  These words completely met the secret 
desire of the Emperor Alexander, who approved them completely, and as Diebitsch pointed out to him that the 
march on Paris would lead to the restoration of the Bourbons, the Tsar confined himself to answer: "It is no question 
of Bourbons; it is to overthrow Napoleon." 
 
Barclay de Tolly tried in vain to make a few observations, to object that the Emperor Napoleon would prevent the 
Allied armies in their march on Paris, to draw a parallel between Paris and Moscow.  Despite the remarks by 
Barclay, Diebitsch, knowing now what were the intentions of his sovereign, rallied to the opinion issued by Toll and 
aided fighting the apprehensions of the commander in chief of the guards and reserves.  On the order of Alexander, 
the conditions of the march on Paris were briefly studied, and a few moments later the Czar, accompanied by 
Volkonsky, Diebitsch and Toll, rode to join the King of Prussia and Schwarzenberg, explaining their part in his 
resolution and determined to get their assent to the movement that he had decided in principle.12 
 
About two leagues from Sompuis, the Emperor of Russia rejoined Frederick William and Schwarzenberg who, 
warned by an aide, were waiting on a small hill not far from Blacy and the top of which was visible from Vitry.  
Immediately on setting foot on the ground; Toll unfolded a map and the Emperor of Russia commenced right away 
to explain the reasons for the resolution he proposed.  Lord Burghersh,13 who that day accompanied  
Schwarzenberg who attended the council of war, summarized in his memoirs the events of the conference.  "Backed 
by the King of Prussia and the Russian generals, the Emperor of Russia," he says, "was soon to overcome the last 
hesitations of the Generalissimo." 
 
Movement orders for 25 March.  --It was now past noon; the Allied columns in march from morning had reached 
the positions specified by the second disposition.  They were ready to force the passage of the Marne around Vitry, 
when they were ordered to stop.  Immediately after the council of war, the two sovereigns and the Generalissimo 
were transported to Vitry.  It only remained therefore to adjust the details of the movement on Paris and to decide in 
principle that Blücher, marching through Montmirail and La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, to wait the 28th at Meaux for the 
Great Army which would follow the route of Fère Champenoise and of Sézanne.  Though it had arrived at Vitry in 

                                                           
12Relations of Toll.  (Topographical Archives of Saint-Petersburg, no 47353.)  
 
Diebitsch, in his relating of the fight of Arcis-sur-Aube, and his cooperation with the decision of the 24th by 
Emperor Alexander to march on Paris, reports he addressed General Baron Jomini, from Mogilev, 9/21 May 1817 
(Archives of the War), seeking to claim credit for the resolution.  It should be noted first that the relating was written 
three years after the events; then, in more than one occasion, Diebitsch was only too inclined to assume that in fact 
(the credit) belonged to another person.  His later involvement with the Prince Eugene of Württemberg easily 
provide proof of what we say.   Finally, it is good to report more allegations contained in that letter, and which are 
clearly erroneous.  Never did the Emperor Alexander tell the Russian generals he called near him that the resolution 
of the sovereign was taken.  Diebitsch also commits another mistake by saying  "Toll was sent to be with 
Schwarzenberg for notifying him of the resolution to march on Paris."  The Tsar found it necessary to confer in 
person with the King of Prussia and the Generalissimo before stopping definitively the new dispositions. 
 
13LORD BURGHERSH, Memories, 224-  
 
Wrede, who Thielen had been asked to look for and who attended the secret meeting of Blacy, confirms these facts 
and said in his letter of 31 March to the King of Bavaria:  "We discussed only a little, but it followed irrevocably 
with a resolution to march on Paris."  In the end, although the Austrian authors, Thielen, Prokesch and Schels seek 
to attribute to Schwarzenberg the first idea of moving on Paris, it is easy to establish that it was only Emperor 
Alexander who caused this resolution.  It says, in effect, in Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März, 
(K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) to the date of 24 March, the following phrases  "The Allies had concentrated by the 
afternoon in Vitry, and from there were then to march on Saint-Dizier: but for political reasons, and as a result of 
the taking of a courier who carried a dispatch from the Emperor and a letter from King Joseph to the Emperor, it was 
resolved to march on Paris and to send only Winzingerode and Tettenborn with their cavalry against Napoleon on 
the Marne."  We find in the official relating, written from day to day, no trace of the Generalissimo's involvement in 
the resolution of Alexander. 
 



© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 
 

the afternoon, it was only the 24th in the evening that Schwarzenberg sent his corps the following marching orders 
for the day of the 25th:14 
 
"Tomorrow, 25 March, the army will move on Fère-Champenoise ... in the following order: The VIth Corps, forming 
the head of the column, will start at 3 o'clock in the morning, followed by the IVth Corps which will begin its move 
at 4 o'clock." 
 
"The cavalry of these two corps serving as the advanced guard of the army and its major push towards Sézanne. 
These two corps constituting the center of the Great Army, will march parallel to the highway." 
 
"The guards and reserves will leave at 5 o'clock, form the left column, marching in the hills in the direction of 
Montépreux and will bivouac between Vaurefroy and Connantray." 
 
"Baggage marching behind the center column will be gathered at Coole at 6o'clock in the morning." 
 
"The Vth Corps will begin its motion at 9 o'clock and will follow from Maisons, the main road of Fère-
Champenoise." 
 
"The IIIrd Corps will stop at the same place where these provisions will reach it and will then head, also on Fère-
Champenoise." 
 
"The use of the road is exclusively reserved for the artillery.  The troops will march in column to the right and left." 
 
"The headquarters will be established in Fère-Champenoise." 
 
''General Seslavin will go from Provins to Montereau." 
 
"General Kaisarov will establish at Arcis and ensure communication with Troyes." 
 
As it was not known at the general headquarters exactly where Blücher was, the Emperor Alexander had thought it 
necessary to make direct specific instructions to the Russian general staff of the Army of Silesia, to Langeron, to 
Sacken and to Vorontsov.15 
He was also made responsible Volkonsky to bring Winzingerode, Kaisarov and Seslavin up to date on the 
modifications made by his order to the general plan of operations and make them aware of the role he had allocated 
to each. 

                                                           
14Prince Schwarzenberg, Vitry, 24 March: movement orders for 25 March, march on Paris (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 
441), and STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (Ibid., III, 1). 
 
15 Volkonsky to Vorontsov and Langeron.  (Journal of sent pieces, nos 219 and 220.) 
 
The Emperor of Russia, after having made known to these generals the special mission given to Winzingerode, 
prescribed Vorontsov to leave 25 March, in the morning, on Châlons, and to move by Bergères on Étoges, where he 
would encamp.  He recommended Vorontsov to walk militarily by scouting carefully and constantly taking his 
troops in battle formation.  The 26th, Vorontsov should continue on Montmirail after meeting, around Champaubert, 
with Langeron from Épernay. 
 
The Emperor of Russia charged Vorontsov with attempting to reach Langeron with the order that was intended for 
him.  He added that he addressed these two generals in direct instructions, that in order to save time, and warned that 
the Field Marshal Blücher would, secondly, be made aware of the situation by the Generalissimo and the King of 
Prussia. 
 
Finally, he pointed to Vorontsov and Langeron the line of march of the Great Army, and invited them to stay in 
constant communication among themselves and with the Great Army. 
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In the instructions sent to Winzingerode,16 the Emperor Alexander, after prescribing that his general follow 
Napoleon on Saint-Dizier, ordered him to charge Chernishev to monitor with his Cossacks the entire region between 
the Marne and Aube and send him for this purpose on Montier-en-Der.  Tettenborn, on the contrary, was to be 
detached to the left in the direction of Metz to ensure that the enemy undertook nothing to that side. "Your 
operation," wrote Alexander, "essentially is intended to mask our movement and tell us exactly on the direction 
taken by Napoleon."17 
 
Writing to Kaisarov and Seslavin, and recommending especially the first of these two generals to try to keep in 
communication with Chernishev', the Tsar in particular called their attention to the importance of the services they 
were called to by intercepting the dispatches from the Emperor and especially by preventing him from hearing from 
his capital. 
 
Neither Schwarzenberg, nor the King of Prussia had thought it necessary to provide lengthy explanations to Blücher. 
The Generalissimo18 had merely informed him of the direction taken by Napoleon and the resolution taken at the 
council of war.  He announced that the Great Army went the 25th to Fère-Champenoise, the 26th to Tréfols, the 27th 
to Coulommiers and the 28th to Meaux or Lagny where it expected to effect a junction with the Army of Silesia.  By 
briefly referring to orders sent by the Tsar to Vorontsov and Langeron who, having joined around Champaubert, 
were to take up the columns of the Great Army, as well as the special task entrusted to Winzingerode he finished his 
dispatch inviting the Field Marshal to capture Soissons, to leave the everyone at Châlons and Vitry and to ensure the 
possession of Soissons.  The King of Prussia19 was even more terse. "Prince Schwarzenberg," he wrote to the Field 
Marshal,20 "will communicate to you the decisions inspired by the march of the enemy on Saint-Dizier and the 
dispositions that regulate the movements of the Great Army for the day of 25 March." 
 
"The enterprise on Paris requiring close coordination of the two armies, I invite you to adjust your operations to 
ensure your cooperation." 
 
From what we learn from Count Nostitz,21 well placed to know better than anyone what was happening at the 
headquarters of the Army of Silesia, they only stopped worrying after two days about the consequences of the 
Emperor marching in the rear of the Allied armies and the movements that it would be appropriate to execute. 
 
Some, like Gneisenau, thought the Emperor, seeing his certain loss, sought to succumb outside French territory, on 
the other side of the Rhine.  It was necessary, to be sure of his destruction, to follow until they had succeeded in 
annihilating him.22  Others claimed the contrary with Müffling, that the Emperor first gets back towards Belgium, 

                                                           
16Order to Winzingerode. (Journal of sent pieces, no 218.) 
 
17Winzingerode had further orders to prepare lodging for the sovereigns wherever they went, and to announce that 
the whole army followed him.  Major Taxis, in his Tagebuch (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32), said here that among 
the regiments Winzingerode made responsible for observing Napoleon, were the dragoons of Pskov, who wore 
French breastplates taken at Tarutino, and the Bavarians took them the 24th in the morning, for French cuirassiers. 
 
18STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and Schwarzenberg to Blücher, Vitry, 21 March (Journal of received pieces, no 559). 
 
19Frederick William III to Field Marshal Blücher, Vitry, 24 March. 
 
20Frederick William III to Field Marshal Blücher, Vitry, 24 March. 
21 Tagebuch des Generals der Kavallerie Grafen von Nostitz, Die Feldzüge 1813 und 1814 (Kriegsgeschichtliche 
Einzelschriften, herausgegeben von grossen Generalstabe [Abtheilung für Kriegsgeschichte] (884 V.) 
 
22Based on Delbruck (Leben von Gneisenau, IV, 226), who quotes in support of his statement, a letter of 24 March 
from Gneisenau to Boyen, the Chief of Staff of the Army of Silesia, would have shared the opinion of Diebitsch.  He 
advised to divide the army into two groups, one to monitor Napoleon, the other headed straight to Paris.  And he 
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and after beating the Duke of Saxe-Weimar and the Crown Prince of Sweden, he would pick up the garrisons of his 
strongholds and would return on the Great Army, and he would, consequently, constantly maneuver to outflank the 
left of the Imperial army.  Blücher, alone, although ill and unable to exercise effective command of his army, did not 
share the opinion of the two great strategists of the Army of Silesia.  With his usual practical sense, he saw in 
Napoleon's movement that last attempt as a supreme means to remove from Paris the danger threatening his capital, 
his throne and his dynasty. 
 
Also, on the 24th in the evening, before having received notice of the resolutions of the council of war, he had issued 
for the day of 25 March the following disposition:  "The Marshals Marmont and Mortier headed on Vatry to operate 
a junction with Napoleon.  The corps of Langeron and Sacken will be put in motion the 25th in the morning, the 
corps of Langeron at 6 o'clock, the corps of Sacken at 7:30 am. and follow the small road to Paris (road to Paris 
from  Châlons by Montmirail) through Thibie and Chaintrix.  The artillery will march on the same road, the infantry 
and the cavalry on both sides of the road and in close column.  The infantry of Count Vorontsov will remain at 
Châlons and will be ready from the first signal; that of General-Lieutenant Count Stroganov will follow the corps of 
Sacken.  The cavalry attached to this general will form the rearguard." 
 
"The baggage left in Reims, marching under the escort troops of General Staff Count Witte, will go to Fismes the 
25th, the 26th to Oulchy-le-Château, the 27th to La Ferté-Milon and join the 28th the army at Meaux." 
 
So there is every reason to believe that one of the biographers of Blücher23 invented nothing in his account of the 
arrival at the headquarters of Châlons, Major von Brünneck, carrying the dispatches from Schwarzenberg and King 
of Prussia.  The exclamation that Varnhagen von der Ense puts into the mouth of Blücher, corresponds exactly to the 
spirited state of the Field Marshal and characterizes the situation well.  "It isn't only here, it's everywhere that we 
cry: Vorwärts! I knew that my brave Schwarzenberg would meet me.  Now we are almost finished with it." 
 
And, indeed, everything was now finished.  The time of half measures, of delays, of hesitations had passed and the 
outcome was not only IMMINENT, BUT FATAL. 
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added: "It is numerically strong enough to do so." 
 
23VARNHAGEN VON DER ENSE, Das Leben des Feld Marschalls Fürsten Blücher von Wahlstatt. 


