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ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 
 
Eventual disposition for 23 March.  --The official documents allow, moreover, to certainly see the mindset and 
perplexity of the higher command during the day of the 22nd.  Ignoring the direction taken by the Emperor, fearing 
on the other hand in awaiting further information, that he hoped to receive from minute to minute, the movement 
orders to be sent not too late to his lieutenants, Schwarzenberg decided to write and send, in the course of the 
afternoon of 22nd, three possible dispositions for the operations of the 23rd, provisions, despite their length, we 
believe useful to reproduce, instead of summarizing. 
 
First dispositions for 23 March 1814.  --"In the case where the enemy marches on Châlons." 
 
"The Vth Corps follows the road of Châlons, camps on the height in front (to the North) of Sompuis, pushes up to 
Faux-sur-Coole with its advanced guard passing by Coole and communicating with Vitry.  The vanguard will seek 
to provide positive information on the march of the enemy.  The VIth Corps crosses the Puits and camps between 
Dosnon, Trouan-le-Grand, Trouan-le-Petit and La Folie.  Its advanced guard will occupy Mailly and push on the 
road from Sommesous to Châlons towards Vitry and from there from Semoine on Fère-Champenoise." 
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"The VIth Corps crossing the Puits at Dampierre, strongly occupies Ramerupt and heads on Lhuître.  If the enemy 
remains until the arrival of the VIth Corps at Lhuître, in its position at the mouth of the defile of Arcis, the VIth Corps 
crossing the defile of Lhuître will move against Le Chêne to attack and chase out the enemy.  However, we must 
wait for going beyond Lhuître for the IVth Corps to arrive at Dosnon and at Trouan.  The VIth Corps will remain in 
constant communication with the IVth Corps in order that, at the time of the attack, it can detach off the road from 
Dosnon to Arcis a column that will debouch on to the rear of the enemy.  This column will present a respectable 
force, including a considerable proportion of cavalry in order to effectively turn the enemy and take advantage of the 
terrain.  If it manages to throw back the enemy, the VIth Corps will establish itself on the road, taking into account 
the direction that the enemy has given its retreat.  It will seek to occupy Herbisse if at all possible and will connect 
with the IVth Corps beside Mailly." 
 
"The IIIrd Corps will remain until further notice at Arcis in order to guard the defile." 
 
"The guards and reserves are established between Le Meix-Tiercelin and Humbauville.  The division of Crenneville 
occupies Troyes and monitors the road from Troyes to Nogent-sur-Seine." 
 
"The headquarters is in Saint-Ouen.  The movement will begin at 9 o'clock.  The troops will have eaten soup before 
setting off." 
 
Second disposition for 23 March 1814.  --"In the case where the enemy march on Vitry." 
 
"The Vth Corps advances towards Vitry and settles in the vicinity of Perthes.  Its vanguard pushes as far as possible 
in the direction of Vitry and reconnoiters the position of the enemy or the direction it has followed.  The Vth Corps 
will cover its left flank by occupying the ancient Roman road near Sompuis and sending a detachment to Coole." 
 
"The IVth Corps will be placed in echelon, its right at Meix-Tiercelin, its left at Les Fenus.  Its advanced guard will 
occupy Mailly and Poivres and observe Soudé." 
 
"The VIth Corps will march in accordance with the first disposition with this difference however, that it will cross 
the defile of Lhuître when the IVth Corps has occupied Les Fenus because that corps will have to support at that time 
by a column charged with turning Arcis." 
 
"The guards and reserves will go between Sommesous and La Verpillière." 
 
"The rest as in the first disposition." 
 
Third disposition for 23 March 1814.  --"In the case where the enemy retires on Montmirail and where its troops 
occupied Vitry, Châlons and Reims." 
 
"The Vth Corps, passing by Humbauville, will camp in battle order on the height of Sompuis.  Its vanguard will 
occupy Coole, Soudé-Sainte-Croix and Soudé-Notre Dame and detachments towards Châlons, Vitry and Fère-
Champenoise." 
 
"The IVth Corps passing the Puits, will try to gain the heights of Poivres by the shortest route.  It will camp there 
with Poivres and La Mothé in front of its facing.  This movement will be executed when the left wing (VIth Corps) 
has begun its attack before Lhuître.  The IVth Corps having arrived at Trouan will consequently stop there until the 
retirement of the enemy allows it to occupy the height (to the east) of La Mothé." 
 
"The IVth Corps is charged with supporting the offensive movement from there of the VIth Corps.  The movement 
orders for the VIth Corps differ from those contained in the first disposition, in that this corps will have to start 
crossing the defile of Lhuître as soon as the IVth Corps has arrived at Dosnon.  The VIth Corps in this case seeks to 
push on Herbisse, Semoine and Salon." 
 
"The rest is as in the first disposition, except that the headquarters will be in Lhuître." 
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By sending Wrede these three dispositions, saying he would be more able than anyone to choose between one of the 
three to which he should comply, Schwarzenberg, to avoid unnecessary waste of time, recommended to the 
Bavarian-Marshal to come to Barclay de Tolly, at Jasseines, with the one that should be applied because of the 
information gathered.  He invited further, that Wrede give immediate notice to the Crown Prince of Württemberg 
and to inform him of the detailed measures he would have to take for the subsequent execution of orders so that, in 
turn, he could act knowingly. 
 
It therefore follows from the sending and the establishment of these three dispositions, that despite the numerous 
cavalry and light infantry that was available, one had absolutely lost contact with an enemy that still stood well in 
the defile of Arcis.  It was left to Wrede, because he had been pushed so far forward on the right bank of the Aube, 
the task of educating the Generalissimo and to choose between the three dispositions.  Anyway, in any of the three 
cases, there was only little activity to impose a large movement.  Finally, almost unbelievably, there seems to have 
been no knowledge of the presence of Macdonald at Dosnon. 
 
The dispatch sent by Schwarzenberg, 22 March at 9 o'clock in the evening (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III ad. 402), to the 
Emperor of Austria, also proves that he was not better informed in the evening than during the day.  At the same 
time, however, the Generalissimo, summarizing for Blücher the events from the 19th and indicating the positions of 
the corps of the Great Army the 22nd in the evening, ended his letter with these very characteristic sentences: "As 
soon as I have accurate information about the movements of the enemy, I will follow with my whole army.  
Anyway, I will again approach from the Marne to make my connection with Your Excellency, attack the enemy 
with our combined forces, and fight a great battle that will decide the fate of Europe."1 
 
The avowal contained in the two dispatches addressed by Schwarzenberg to the Emperor of Austria and to Blücher 
is formal.  The statement of the Generalissimo leaves no doubt about his intentions either, nor on the reasons for his 
inaction.  When the Generalissimo sent these dispatches, more than three hours had passed since the Emperor, 
seeing the whole Great Army massed before him on the plateau of Mesnil-la-Comtesse, suddenly stopped fighting. 
For thirty hours, a feeble rear-guard brigade masked the movement of the French army and alone defended the 
debouchment of Arcis.  And once again, as after La Rothière, as after Laon, (the Allies) allowed the advantage of 
the initiative, the choice of the direction it chose to imprint on its operations to be stolen from them.  Since the 20th, 
the cavalry of Ozharovsky scoured the country on the right bank of the Aube.  Since the 21st, in the afternoon, one 
saw the troops engaged in front of Arcis filing towards Dosnon and Sompuis.  The movement continued without 
significant interruption for the day of the 22nd, yet the night of the 22nd one is still reduced to suppositions and 
assumptions.  Without accurate and capable scouting reports at the headquarters, one was forced to have once again 
used three dispositions that could accommodate three paths which the Emperor could have chosen, and it is one of 
the corps commanders that was obliged with the responsibility to opt for different events, from these three 
dispositions.  Also, all those who, starting with Clausewitz, so severely condemn Napoleon's movement on Saint-
Dizier, show proof of impartiality by reserving much of their criticism to his opponents and making at least justice 
to the strength of character, to the indomitable energy, to the audacity, at the same time of the Emperor.  They could 
see that the Emperor had probably decided to undertake this so bold march in the rear of the Allies, because he knew 
the temperament of the adversary he had to deal with.  They would finally have remembered this phrase so just and 
true from Retz: "All that is necessary is never haphazard." 
 
It was, indeed, only chance, fate, taking a few couriers, reading dispatches intercepted that stopped the Allied armies 
and prevented the Generalissimo and sovereigns to follow the movement of the Emperor and get dragged away from 
their objective, Paris, to the new theater of operations where the Emperor had to find new resources and hoped to 
achieve to carry the war. 
 
Thus, despite the failure of the attempt at Arcis, despite the overwhelming numerical superiority of their cavalry, the 
Allies were unaware the 22nd in the evening, of the direction taken by the Emperor.  It was only with difficulty that 
they noticed the march on Dosnon of the French rearguard, the corps from the Seine and defiling before their eyes. 
 
Macdonald, although with less powerful means, however, had managed to track and penetrate a few movements of 
the Allies.  "The Allies," he wrote from Dosnon to the Chief of Staff,2 "seem to want to move on Vitry; it is 
                                                           
1Schwarzenberg to Blücher, Pougy, 22 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 399.) 
2Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, Dosnon, 22 March, 10 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
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probably for this purpose that they threw a bridge over at Ramerupt and the cavalry flooded the road parallel to the 
one we follow." 
 
What the Duke of Tarente had discovered during his movement on Dosnon would not escap the Allied cavalry 
staggered from Lhuître until around Margerie. And yet it was only well into the evening of the 22nd, almost in the 
night of the 22nd to 23rd, that they succeeded to obtain some information on the movements and positions of the 
French army. 
 
Information provided by the Allied cavalry the 22nd in the evening and on the night of 22 to 23 March.  --The 
Crown Prince of Württemberg, announcing that the left wing of the Allied army occupied the positions that were 
assigned to him, added that immediately after the arrival at Lhuître of the head of the brigade of cavalry of Count 
Pahlen, he sent to Laval-le-Comte, by the road  from Dampierre to Trouan-le-Grand, the brigade of Württemberg 
cavalry of General Jett that communicated: to the left, with the cavalry of Pahlen; to the right, with that of Wrede.  
To the right of General Jett, the cavalry brigade of Walsleben occupied a little later Brébant.  From the heights of 
Laval-le-Comte, the Crown Prince of Württemberg had seen some regiments of French cavalry and some horse 
batteries.  He also saw some French squadrons fall back on Grandville after force back on Lhuître the Cossacks of 
Ilovaysky XII.  Towards the end of the day, the cavalry of Trelliard had even managed to chase Ilovaysky from 
Lhuître.  Pahlen reoccupied, it is true, this village soon after and sent part of the infantry stationed at Vinets, to 
support the Cossacks at Lhuître.3 
 
Some hours later, a dispatch was at Pougy from Wrede who had gathered various reports from his outposts.  The 
Bavarian Field Marshal issued the notice, that due to this information, it would be appropriate to move the next day 
on Vitry to effect or at least ensure the junction with the Army of Silesia.  A note from General Ozharovsky leaving  
Meix-Tiercelin, at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, had informed him of the continuation of the march of the French from 
Sompuis on Vitry.  At 7 o'clock in the evening, generals Frimont and Spleny completed this first news in adding that 
Ozharovsky had menaced the retreat of the enemy and taken from them fifty men.  Frimont added that he had sent 
three squadrons of hussars in the direction of Margerie and the prisoners had all said that the French army was 
moving on Vitry,4 after leaving, as written by Ozharovsky, a small rearguard in Arcis.5 
 
At 3 o'clock in the morning, General Ozharovsky provided Frimont6 an account of the recent operations he had 
undertaken in the afternoon of the 22nd. 
 
"The enemy," he said, "occupies Sompuis, and its columns with artillery and baggage filed all day POSITIVELY on 
Vitry.  I wanted to communicate with Vitry.  But the detachment that I have sent came up against the enemy at 
Saint-Laurent.  Courdemanges is strongly occupied by the enemy and everywhere are seen large camp fires...As 
soon as it is light, I will scout as much as possible, towards Courdemanges and on the right which seems to me most 
critical moment at this moment, that is to say the path leading from Vitry to Brienne." 
 
Departing from Meix-Tiercelin, at 3 in the morning, this report addressed to Frimont reached him in Corbeil at 6 
o'clock.  Transmitted immediately by Wrede to Brébant, it only could get to Pougy too late to allow the 
Generalissimo to change his orders for the 23rd. 

                                                           
 
3Crown Prince of Württemberg to Schwarzenberg, 22 March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv.), and Macdonald to the Chief of 
Staff (Archive of the War). 
 
4STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
5General Ozharovsky to General Frimont, Meix-Tiercelin, 23 March, 3o'clock in the morning. (Original in French. --
Ibid., III, 429 c.) 
 
6 General Ozharovsky to General Frimont, Meix-Tiercelin, 23 March, 3o'clock in the morning. (Original in French. -
-Ibid., III, 429 c.) 
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It was the same for the information sent to Barclay de Tolly at Jasseines.  Barclay, at the news that a party of an 
officer and thirty horses belonging to General Davidoff in march from Vitry on Arzillières, had been cut off from 
Vitry and forced to move on Margerie, then withdraw before the French cavalry up to Balignicourt, had directed to 
that side Colonel Laroche von Starzenfels with four squadrons of cavalry of the Prussian guard and instructed 
General Sipyagin to push a reconnaissance towards the Marne.  The Prussian squadrons based in Saint-Léger and 
Margerie, had pushed on Brandonvilliers and Chasséricourt patrols that had recognized the presence of French 
detachments in Gigny and Bussy-aux-Bois.  From the questioning of the locals they had confirmed the progress of 
French on Vitry.7 
 
In summary, when, as Clausewitz notes in his Overview of the Campaign in France in 18148 Schwarzenberg is 
certain that the Emperor no longer involved only him, Napoleon was already concentrated on Saint-Dizier and 
managed to gain on him in the direction of Chaumont and Langres a strong day of marching.  The Generalissimo, 
therefore, would decide to stay in the rear of the French, to march on Vitry, to effect a junction with Blücher and act 
for the rest as inspired by circumstances. 
 
23 March.  --Movements of the French rearguard.  -Orders of Napoleon.  --None of the three dispositions of the 
Prince of Schwarzenberg would, moreover, be carried out.  The French rearguard had, by order of the Emperor used 
the night of the 22nd to 23th to finally leave its positions on the right bank of the Aube.  Beginning their movement at 
11 o'clock in the evening, the 2nd and 7th Corps had quietly fallen back on Dosnon.  At daybreak, they had passed the 
point and continued their retreat on Trouan and Sommesous,9 after effecting beyond the Dosnon defile their junction 
with the 11th Corps.  The cavalry of Trelliard and Sebastiani were responsible for covering the retreat and close the 
march. 
 
During the night of the 22nd to 23th, the Emperor, increasingly determined to continue his movement in the rear of 
the Allies, commanded Saint-Germain, who had stopped at Perthes, from filing on Saint-Dizier, to General Defrance 
to scout towards Vassy and Montier-en-Der.  Ney had to send the 10th Hussars on the road the from Romains,  from 
Châlons to Brienne, from beside Corbeil.  Finally, he had sent Sebastiani, responsible for supporting Marshal 
Macdonald in this retreat, to send as soon as possible one of his divisions to relieve General Milhaud who the 
Emperor was anxious to recall to Saint-Dizier.10  Around Vitry, the division of Lefol had taken position on the hills 
southeast of Courdemanges, there protecting the fords of Frignicourt; the 10th Hussars had left at dawn in 
reconnaissance in the direction of Corbeil and the Young Guard Division of General Henrion was in march on Saint- 
Dizier.11 
 
While the Allied Great Army was beginning on its side its movement on Vitry,12 Ney had not wanted to continue on 
Saint-Dizier in the afternoon of the 23rd without voicing to Colonel von Schmichow a third summons that had the 
same fate as the two others.  Macdonald, raising his bivouacs at daybreak and heading by Trouan and Sompuis on 
Vitry, marched parallel to the positions already occupied by the Allied Great Army.  The infantry of Gérard forming 
the column head, arrived at 8 o'clock in the morning between Les Fenus and La Custonne, when they heard cannon 

                                                           
7Colonel Laroche to Major General Sipyagin, Saint-Léger, 22 March, 11:45 in the evening (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 
ad. 428), and Barclay de Tolly to Prince Schwarzenberg, Jasseines, 23 March (Ibid., III, 428.) 
 
8CLAUSEWITZ, Overview of the Campaign in France in 1814. 
 
9Oudinot to Leval and Rottembourg, Dosnon, 22 March, 11 o'clock in the evening (Archives of the War), and 
STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III. 1). 
 
10Correspondence, nos 21,532 and 21,533 and Records of Berthier: orders to Saint-Germain, de France, Ney and 
Sebastiani. (Archives of the War.) 
 
11Orders of Ney, Frignicourt, 4 o'clock and 6 o'clock in the morning, 23 March. (Archives of the War.) 
 
12STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
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in the direction of Sompuis.  In moving forward, followed by his aides-de-camp, the General learned at the farm of 
Nivelet that the light cavalry of the Russian Guard had discovered, surprised and closed on the grand artillery park 
of the army.  The Amey Division, responsible for escorting the park, could not, despite orders from Macdonald get 
beyond Courcemain where it had spent the night of the 22nd.  Instead of continuing straight on Gourgançon and 
Semoine, General Amey had thought it a general order that was of no concern and headed his division on the road of 
Sézanne where he was the day after a junction with the division of Pacthod.13 The grand park was therefore 
unescorted from Pleurs by Poivres on Sompuis. 
 
Sompuis combat.  --The park of Macdonald taken by the light cavalry of the Russian Guard.  --The Vth Corps 
having received orders to go from Brébant and from Corbeil to Les Perthes, Wrede had prescribed General 
Ozharovsky to move at daybreak with his cavalry from Meix-Tiercelin on Sompuis, following the path from 
Romains and take this village.  Arriving on the heights before Humbauville, the Russian general had seen the park 
that he immediately charged with two squadrons of the Guard uhlans.  The French gunners had, without losing a 
moment, formed square.  They tried to stop the uhlans by some volleys of grape shot.  But Ozharovsky gave his 
artillery the order to start firing and its projectiles blew up some caissons, while the uhlans and Cossacks, taking 
advantage of the disorder caused by the explosions, slashed the handful of men who vainly tried to resist them and 
seized five cannons with their teams.  Ozharovsky would have managed to capture the entire park if it had not been 
reported at the time of the approach of the column head of General Gérard.  Unable for lack of hitches, to remove 
twelve other pieces and sixty caissons abandoned by the French, General Ozharovsky did spike the pieces and 
drenched the powder before pushing on Humbauville his two squadrons of uhlans, fifteen cannons that were taken 
and the three hundred prisoners who had fallen into his hands.14 
 
Wrede, informed of the events at Sompuis, had immediately ordered a part of his cavalry to move from Corbeil 
towards Humbauville, while Gérard, Oudinot and Macdonald sought to rapidly reach Les Perthes.  The movement of 
Ozharovsky was, moreover, to have serious consequences other than taking a few cannons and provided the Allies 
positive information that would exert a serious influence on the resolutions of the Council of War in Pougy. 
 
Indeed, throughout the morning of the 23rd, one only had received at Pougy headquarters insignificant or even 
contradictory news relating to the movements of the French army.  One had continued to refuse to admit the 
likelihood of march of the Emperor against the lines of operation and in the rear of the Great Army, when Napoleon 
arriving in Saint-Dizier since the day before, was, as Clausewitz said,15 be in Chaumont at least one day before the 
Allies from Arcis.  "We could only," he added, "reach the Rhine by uninterrupted forced marches and exhausting the 
troops.  As nothing was more surprising than the reluctance of Allied generals at such a time and under such 
circumstances."  Nevertheless, it is undeniable that the 23rd morning one had taken a resolution, that of following 
Napoleon and joining Blücher to maneuver in the rear of the French army by turning away from Paris.  The 
dispositions given for the day of the 23rd prove that no one thought in any way to the march on Paris, that one only 
was awaiting news as to whether we would go on Châlons or Vitry. 
 
He was, admittedly, much better apprised than the day before.  On the right wing, the grand-guards of Frimont 
established before Corbeil, had informed at 6 o'clock in the morning by one of their patrols, that the French had 
evacuated Lignon and Brandonvillers and stood behind these villages. According to the talk of the peasants of 
Margerie, the French outposts were at Sompuis and the main army with the Emperor at Frignicourt.16 
 

                                                           
13General Amey to Molitor, Courcemain, 22 March, and Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, Valcour. March 28, 1:30 
in the afternoon. (Archives of the War.) 
 
14TAXIS, Tagebuch (K. K.. Kriegs Archiv., XIII. 32) and STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der 
Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1).  --Marshal Wrede, Reports of the fights of 23 March (Ibid., III, 427) 
and report of General Count Ozharovsky, Meix-Tiercelin, 23 March (Journal of Received Pieces, no 545).  
15CLAUSEWITZ, Strategic Critique of the Campaign in France in 1814. 
 
16Wrede to Schwarzenberg, Brébant, 23 March, 6 o'clock in the morning (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 429), and report 
of the grand-guards of Corbeil to Frimont (Ibid., III, 429, b). 
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First movements of the IIIrd Corps on the right bank of the Aube.  --On the side of Arcis, the advanced troops of 
the IIIrd Corps had reported in the morning fewer campfires on the right bank of the Aube and perceived the noise of 
rolling wagons.  But the bridge of Aube was always guarded, and it was only at 5o'clock in the morning that the last 
French quit their positions on the bank, at about the time a cavalry patrol returning from Villette confirmed the news 
of the retirement of French corps.  Around 8 o'clock, the bridge of Arcis was restored, but the French rearguard had 
taken care to destroy another bridge whose reconstruction would have taken too long and Gyulay was forced to 
throw a bridge himself to his right in the woods.  The squadron of the grand-guard of Villette had taken this time to 
cross onto the right bank of the Aube without finding any trace of the French.  A squadron of the light horse of 
Rosenberg, posted in Saint-Nabord, had also gained a foothold on the right bank and reported that the French 
appeared to be headed on Vitry.  But if Gyulay added in its first report in the morning that the French went on Vitry, 
the Crown Prince of Württemberg, had on his side, concluded that the march of the Emperor was on Châlons. 
 
Kaisarov placed with his Cossacks on the extreme left, could not learn anything.  He had, never the less, sent in the 
night a Cossack regiment with two cannons on Plancy, forcing a French detachment to evacuate the city and 
managing to seize the bridge.  His scouts were immediately directed to Villenauxe, Sézanne and Fère-
Champenoise.17 
 
Seslavin, who took the head of the movement and crossed the Aube near Plancy during the night, had overwhelmed 
the troops of Oudinot, taken some prisoners to the rear and found later that the French had taken the road to Vitry 
and not that of Mailly and Sommesous.  The officer of Cossacks, who sent him the information, had written in his 
dispatch, saying:  "The enemy withdrew, not on Paris, but on Moscow." 
 
For the same reason that doubt continued to hover over the actual direction taken by the Emperor, Gyulay dared not 
move during the day of the 23rd.  Crenneville, who had spent the night in Nozay and Saint-Étienne-sous-Barbuise, 
received orders to stay there.  It was the same for the brigade of Spleny that occupied Arcis.  The brigade of 
Grimmer was sent to Villette and to Ormes; an infantry regiment continued to guard Torcy-le-Grand and Torcy-le- 
Petit.  On the right bank of the Aube, the light horse of Rosenberg did not go beyond a line from Chêne to 
Allibaudières.  Although there were no more French troops towards Troyes, Fresnel was again waiting before 
moving on Arcis, the arrival of Field Marshal-Lieutenant Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, responsible for relieving 
him.  It was only towards evening that, by order of the Generalissimo, the IIIrd Corps began its movement in the 
direction of Mailly. 
 
The few hours that had passed, however, not had been lost for the Allies and, not to speak of the positive new 
information from Ozharovsky and Tettenborn, this news, received in the afternoon, exercised considerable influence 
on the Council of War of Pougy.  The combat of Sompuis was enough to convince Wrede to apply the dispositions 
of Generalissimo relating to the possible march of the French on Vitry and presenting them to the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg and Barclay Tolly.  Under this disposition, all the troops were, we remember, to begin their 
movements precisely at 9o'clock. 
 
March of the IVth Corps.  --Informed at Dampierre of the retreat of Oudinot, the Crown Prince of Württemberg 
immediately had his vanguard advance.  When the Prince rejoined with his light cavalry and the hussars of 
Archduke Ferdinand, the rear guard of Macdonald foreseeing a return to the offensive had attacked and pushed back 
the established outposts from Dampierre up to Grandville.  The entry into the line of the light cavalry forced the 
French to retreat to Trouan-le-Grand.  Believing himself too weak to engage with the cavalry of Macdonald, the 
Crown Prince18 stopped on the heights of Dosnon, following with his eye the march in retreat of the main body of 
Macdonald.  He waited on the arrival of the Russian cavalry of the VIth Corps and Austrian cuirassiers of Nostitz, 
who, coming from Ramerupt and delayed by the crossing of the creek of Puits, only joined him when the bulk of 
Macdonald's corps had already taken a considerable lead.  The Crown Prince had meanwhile merely bombarded the 
rear guard which retired on Sompuis without fighting, while the Allied cavalry debouched in front of Trouan-le-
Grand.  From Sompuis, where he arrived after midday, the Crown Prince pursued, in the direction of Vitry.  His 
infantry followed him so far, that it was only midnight that it arrived at the bivouac in Sompuis.  The cavalry of the 
                                                           
17Kaisarov to Prince Schwarzenberg, Charny-le-Bachot, 21 March in the morning. (Dispatch in French. --K. K. 
Kriegs Archiv., III, 422.) 
18STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
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Crown Prince was stopped in the evening by the French batteries established at Huiron.19 
 
Movement of the VIth Corps.  --The cavalry of Pahlen unites at Mailly with the cavalry of the Army of Silesia. 
--The VIth Corps and the 2nd Division of Russian cuirassiers, with the IVth Corps having crossed on the night of the 
22nd to the right bank of the Aube, had left Dosnon the 23rd in the morning.  Pahlen with the advanced guard of this 
corps went towards Mailly and Poivres-Sainte-Suzanne.  His patrols, arriving at Sommesous, met there the Cossacks 
of Tettenborn.  They learned there of the approach of the cavalry of the corps of Winzingerode and the impending 
following junction with the Army of Silesia.20 
 
This junction was also accomplished in fact from that moment, since Chernishev and Tettenborn would gain the 
same day Sommesous and Soudé-Sainte-Croix and the main body of Winzingerode was at Vatry. 
 
Movement of the Vth Corps.  --Affair of Courdemanges.  --While the three corps of the left wing under the direct 
orders of the Crown Prince of Württemberg, had, by running these few movements enabled Macdonald to gain 
ground21 and perform a retirement it would have been easy, never the less, to have cut it off on the right if Wrede 
had, from 9 o'clock, continued to head towards Les Perthes, preceding in the direction of Courdemanges with the 
cavalry of Frimont.  This cavalry, with which Wrede himself was brought forward, joined the cavalry Ozharovsky in 
the hills northeast of Humbauville.  At noon Wrede and Frimont were at Les Perthes, alongside the retired corps of 
Macdonald.  Like the Crown Prince, Wrede thought it unwise to seriously attack the French columns before the 
arrival of his infantry that he hoped to see debouch from one moment to another.  But the infantry column head of 
the Vth body was to arrive at Les Perthes after 2 o'clock in the afternoon and Wrede had to resolve not to file the 
cavalry 0f Frimont on Courdemanges occupied by the troops of Ney responsible for collecting the corps of 
Macdonald, of Oudinot, of Gérard and ensurinf their passage of the Marne. 
 
At this time, the French infantry of the 2nd, 7th and 11th Corps, followed by the cavalry of the IVth Corps was in full 
retreat on Huiron22 that it held to cover its passage at Frignicourt.  Wrede, who only had at his disposal a battalion of 
Austrian jäger at that time pushed on Courdemanges his cavalry preceded by Archduke Joseph Hussars.  Stopped by 
the shooting of the French infantry, the hussars had merely occupied the high ground west of Courdemanges where 
they could observe the movements of marshals.23  When the infantry of the Vth Corps, delayed en route by bad 
roads, joined the cavalry, it was too late to undertake anything serious against the French. 
 
The baggage, the reserve artillery, a large part of the French cavalry had passed on to the right bank near the end of 
the day.  The rest of the troops crossed the river throughout the evening and into the night.  At midnight Wrede 
captured Huiron and Courdemanges with the Austrian jäger and two infantry battalions of Székelys established on 
the heights that rise to the east of that village.  The French corps miraculously escaped an almost certain destruction. 
Oudinot and Gérard with the headquarters of Macdonald crossed during the night the Marne at Frignicourt and 
headed on Luxémont and Villotte.  The corps of Molitor was ordered to come to bivouac in front of the village.  But 
the crowding and breaking of the bridges at Frignicourt delayed the operation, and the 24th, at 4 o'clock in the 
morning, the infantry had not yet arrived in Villotte and artillery was still trying to cross the river.24 

                                                           
19STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
20Id. in Ibid., III, 1. 
 
21TAXIS, Tagebuch. (Ibid., XIII, 31.) 
 
22STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and Field Marshal Count Wrede, Report on the fighting of 23 March 1814 (Ibid., III, 427); --Sebastiani to the Chief 
of Staff, Huiron, 23 March, 6 o'clock in the evening, and General Neigre to the Chief of Staff, Frignicourt, 23 March 
(Archives of the War). 
 
23Macdonald, orders, Frignicourt, 23 March, 11o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
24Macdonald to Ney, Villotte, 24 March, 4 o'clock in the morning. (Ibid.)  In his report addressed to the Chief of 
Staff, from Villotte, 24 March, at 4 o'clock in the morning, Macdonald wrote:  "I was virtually enveloped all day and 
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The advanced troops of the Vth Corps settled in the night at the bivouac around Courdemanges and the light cavalry 
of the Russian guard stopped between Somsois and La Verpillière. One of its patrols even carried on the right of the 
Marne at Moncetz-l'Abbaye where came up against a large party of French cuirassiers which forced it to recross the 
river.  It managed, however, to learn that, according to rumors in the French army, the Emperor had managed to 
move from Saint-Dizier on Metz. 
 
Movements and positions of the guards and reserves.  --Barclay de Tolly, immediately after receiving the second 
disposition, had started from Jasseines on Saint-Chéron.  Joined en route by a dispatch from Wrede in which the 
Field Marshal, informing him of his intention to attack Macdonald retiring to Vitry, asked for cavalry 
reinforcements, Barclay had sent him to Perthes General Prince Golitsyn with a division of cuirassiers and a battery, 
and continued with his guards and reserves on Saint-Chéron and Les Rivières.  He had been covered on the right 
during the execution of this operation by the four squadrons of the Prussian guard of Colonel La Roche posted in 
Saint- Léger-sous-Margerie and Margerie.  When he stopped in the evening around Saint-Chéron, Barclay covered 
his right and his rear by sending two squadrons of the Prussian Guard, one to Drosnay, the other to Montier-en-Der. 
He intended to relieve the next day the squadron at Montier-en-Der by a regiment of Cossacks from Russia and 
already arrived in Bar-sur-Aube.  The artillery of the Russian reserve and a part of the park of the reserve halted the 
evening of the 23rd in Corbeil.25 
 
First disposition of Prince Schwarzenberg and council of war at Pougy.  --While there was fighting in the 
morning at Sompuis and in the evening at Courdemanges, the discussions had multiplied at Pougy.  The 
circumstances were indeed serious enough to justify, at least to a limited extent, the uncertainties, the hesitations, the 
fears of command, to explain the reasons which delayed a final resolution, the consequences could not fail to be 
major.  In undertaking from the 21st in the afternoon, his march to the rear of the Allies, Napoleon might have 
expected the likely success of Augereau and the effect produced by the resolute attitude of Maison; but especially 
his opponents believed surprised and terrified by an operation directed against their lines of communication, would 
fear once again to embark on the road to Paris, precisely because it abandoned them and decide to retreat to follow 
or try to arrive before him on the plateau of Langres.  The weakness of the prosecution, disjointed operations of the 
Great Army during the march of the French army from Arcis on Vitry, everything seemed to indicate that it would 
succeed to carry the theater of war from the plains of Champagne to the rugged and mountainous regions of the 
Ardennes, the Vosges and Jura and spare Paris the threat of attack. 
 
It is clear indeed that during the morning of the 23rd, that it was believed at Pougy that Wrede and the Crown Prince 
of Württemberg were at the point of seriously engaging with the French corps in retreat from Arcis on Vitry.  This 
opinion was so creditable that Schwarzenberg had thought it proper to go with his Chief of Staff, Field Marshal 
Lieutenant Count Radetzky, to Saint-Ouen, to direct the operations and movements of his lieutenants. 
 
A 1 o'clock in the afternoon, reassured about what was happening to his right and on his front, Schwarzenberg 
returned to Dampierre dictating there a disposition, consistent in its main lines to that of the dispositions of the day 
in contemplation of a French movement on Vitry, no different than in some of the details and only making others 
that could be implemented. 
 
Decided to concentrate all his army on Vitry, the Generalissimo attributes to the Vth Corps the position of Bussy-
aux-Bois.  The advanced guard of Wrede would in this case searched the woods of the Argentolles, occupy Saint-
Genest, Saint-Rémy-en-Bouzemont, Arrigny and send off parties in the direction of Larzicourt and Blaise-sous-
                                                           
forced to fight to 11 o'clock in the evening when I took position on the heights of Vitry.  During this time, the park 
and artillery filed on; but Your Highness can understand the disorder of troops and horses exhausted by fatigue, 
marched for two days in an arid plain.  The bridge broke many times further increasing the anxiety.  The Prince of 
the Moskowa has rightly felt that he promised to remain in position until my corps were joined at Villotte and have 
taken a few hours off; but I do not think I can offer too many half-days for this operation." (Archives of the War.) 
 
Notice immediately that Ney could only have in the presence of formal orders from the Chief of Staff, remained in 
his positions and had to continue his march to Saint-Dizier. 
 
25Barclay de Tolly to Schwarzenberg, Saint-Chéron, 23 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 430.) 
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Hauteville.  The IVth Corps was responsible for pushing on Saint-Chéron and holding its outposts at Courdemanges, 
Châtel-Raould such Blaise-sous-Arzillières.  The VIth Corps would be formed in the second line to the east of Meix-
Tiercelin where it camped: its vanguard would have gone up to Sompuis to monitor the roads from Coole and from 
Poivres-Sainte-Suzanne and would be connected by Les Fenus with the advanced troops of the IIIrd Corps with the 
bulk coming to Allibaudières.  The guards and reserves, recalling to themselves their artillery reserves, to report en 
masse at Chapelaine-sous-Margerie where the Generalissimo had his headquarters.26 
 
While Schwarzenberg and Radetzky were drafting this disposition, Diebitsch sent by Barclay de Tolly, joined the 
Generalissimo in Dommartin-le-Coq.  When the reserves had started their movement, Barclay had indeed received 
from Ozharovsky, besides the notice of the taking of the park of Macdonald and the continuation of the march of the 
French on Vitry, dispatches from Berthier to Macdonald, found on a courier taken by cavalrymen of Ozharovsky.27 
In these dispatches, Berthier announced to the Duke of Tarente that the Emperor had spent the night at Longchamp, 
that his cavalry was already between Joinville and Saint-Dizier and ordered him to accelerate his march to cross 
faster the Marne.28  After publicly sharing with the Generalissimo the success reported by Ozharovsky, the 
Quartermaster General of Barclay asked him to come with him and Radetzky into a house where he showed them 
the note of the Major General. 
 
If we are to believe the relating of Diebitsch to Jomini, a relating that has the serious disadvantage of having been 
written three years after the events, it would be the Russian general that would be honored to have changed the ideas 
of the Generalissimo and having made the decision to unite with Blücher.  Other documents, absolutely irrefutable, 
since they were written on the spot, however, possibly set the record straight and give to each of his share.  It was 
not, indeed, in Dommartin that the Generalissimo, shaken by the eloquence and news of Diebitsch, took a final 
resolution, and that is all the more so to leave the quartermaster general of Russian and Prussian reserves, the honor 
of having been instructed "to carry from Barclay de Tolly to Dommartin and Wrede the order to continue their 
march on Vitry."29 
As for the rest, one had received in the interval, at Pougy, other very important information, and Diebitsch, after 
conferring for half an hour with the Generalissimo, had just left when officers sent by Emperor Alexander and the 
King of Prussia, brought to Schwarzenberg the invitation to convene as soon possible the war council gathering by 
order of the Tsar. 
 
During the absence of Schwarzenberg, one had received at Pougy the announcement of the junction at Poivres-
Sainte-Suzanne and Mailly, of the advanced guard of Winzingerode and the cavalry of Pahlen, of the presence of the 
main body of this vanguard (8,000 horses and 40 guns) in Vitry, of the march of the corps of Vorontsov from Reims 
on Châlons where the Russian general hoped to arrive the same day: finally, the occupation of Sommesous by 
Chernishev and Soudé -Sainte-Croix by Tettenborn.  The corps of Langeron and Sacken followed at some distance 
from the first echelon.  Yorck and Kleist were in Château-Thierry and Bülow towards Soissons.  So it was known 
that the Army of Silesia, shaking off its immobility was a short distance from the positions of the Great Army.  The 
Allies were now masters of the roads leading to Paris. 
 
Still another valuable document whose existence is indisputable, although not any trace of which is found in the 
Correspondence, had finally revealed to the Allied sovereigns the direction taken by the Emperor and the extreme 
resolution at which it was issued.  The 22nd, in the afternoon, Lieutenant Redlich, from the Hanseatic Legion, had, 

                                                           
26Prince Schwarzenberg, Dampierre, 23 March, 1 o'clock in the afternoon.  Dispositions for 23 March. 
 
27TAXIS, Tagebuch (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 34), and letter from General Diebitsch to General Baron Jomini, 
Mohilev, 9/21 May 1817 (Archives of the War.) 
 
28Reports of Diebitsch. (Archives of the War.) 
 
29 Reports of Diebitsch. (Archives of the War.)  
 
"I accede with pleasure", said Diebitsch, "to marching on Vitry."  And he adds a little later:  "I carried myself the 
order to Barclay and to Wrede." 
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with one of the patrols of Tettenborn, taken from a dispatch courier a letter from Napoleon to Marie Louise: 
 
"My friend, I have been all these days on horseback.  The 20th, I took Arcis-sur-Aube. The enemy attacked me at 8 
o'clock in the evening of the same day; I beat him and made him lose 4,000 men.  I took 2 cannons and 2 howitzers 
abandoned by them." 
 
"The 2lst, the enemy were prepared for to protect the march on Brienne and Bar-Sur-Aube.  I take the path to move 
myself on the Marne in order to push the enemy armies farther from Paris and closer to my towns.  I will be tonight 
at Saint-Dizier.  Farewell, my friend, kiss my son." 
 
The copy of the letter sent by Tettenborn to Blücher, who had left the original at the French outposts, was 
immediately sent to Pougy where the following dispatch of Baron Fain to the Empress, also intercepted by the 
scouts had arrived some time after: 
 
"Madam, The Emperor, who has just laid on his bed, ordered me to send a messenger to announce to Your Majesty 
that the army has crossed the Marne near Vitry and we entered tonight into Saint-Dizier." 
 
"The rumor spread that our light cavalry took a park of 500 wagons.  The weather is always beautiful, and although 
the army has followed that road to come through Arcis to Vitry, the march encountered no obstacle." 
 
"I am, etc.."30 
 
so we had clear evidence, absolute confirmation of the movement of the Emperor; we knew the positions, thanks to 
the speed of his march, slowness of the pursuit, the hesitation of the Allies, his army had managed to achieve. Doubt 
was no longer possible; but the circumstances were so serious that the Tsar resolved to immediately assemble a 
council of war, and to go after the head of the officers to bring him quickly. 
 
At 3 o'clock in the afternoon, the war council met at Pougy with the Emperor Alexander.  The King of Prussia, 
Schwarzenberg, Radetzky, Prince Volkonsky, some Austrian generals belonging to the General Staff of the army 
alone took part in this deliberation to which one had not called either Barclay de Tolly, or Toll.  Knesebeck, sick in 
bed, stayed at Bar-sur-Aube, at the headquarters of the Emperor of Austria.  The news that had just been received 
did not calm the spirits and the most diverse opinions manifested from the beginning of the discussion.  Everyone 
knew that time was critical and it was necessary to make a decisive resolution for which no one seemed to care to 
take responsibility.  Although one knew full well what to think of the intentions and movements of the Emperor, 
there was debate above all in the question of whether to fall back quickly and try a parallel operation to French army 
to withdraw to Vendeuvre, Bar-sur-Seine and Châtillon.  But the road of Chaumont and of Langres was already 
under the control of the Emperor and his army had a head start of two marches on the Great Army. 
 
At the moment of discussion at Pougy, the Allies have already lost their communications with Switzerland, and 
unable to prevent the Emperor on to the Langres plateau, because he could be the 23rd at Joinville and the 24th at 
Chaumont, the idea was rejected of a movement whose success was more than doubtful, whose implementation 
                                                           
30Documents taken from the enemy in 1814.  (Topographical Archives of Saint-Petersburg, no 47.345.)  Although 
there is no trace of these two letters, either at the Archives of the War or National Archives, their existence is 
nevertheless established by several pieces at the Archives of the War.  Firstly the Adjutant Commandant Michal, 
commander at La Ferté-sous-Jouarre that, as of 23 March in the evening, announced to the Minister of the War that 
he received at 8 o'clock in the evening a letter for the Empress, sent by Blücher and carried by an aide-de-camp of 
Kleist.  Two days later, the same officer reported on the conversation he had with Major von Walzdorf, Kleist's aide-
de-camp, came the 23rd in evening in parliamentary "to give me the letter of Her Majesty the Empress, which had 
been intercepted and that I sent you."  Finally, we find again on the date 25 March (midnight to 1 o'clock in the 
morning) two dispatches of Clarke one addressed to the Emperor, the other to the Chancellor.  In the first, it 
informed Napoleon that the courier that the Emperor sent was intercepted.  It sends the Arch-Chancellor enclosed 
letter from Blücher to the Empress.  The Arch-Chancellor to remit to Marie-Louise if deemed appropriate. The 
second note sent to the Chancellor of the letter in question brought to La Ferté-sous-Jouarre by an officer carrying 
the letter of Adjutant Commander Michal which was discussed above. 
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would, in any case, be too costly.  But it was renounced, less because one would have had to beat, in this case, a 
retreat to the Rhine, to abandon at the same time the Army of Silesia, sacrificing stores, depots, than because "there 
was concern of the demoralization the army and the general uprising of the people."  It had however come to a 
decision, and since they had let the French army execute its movement from the Aube to the Marne, it seemed 
natural to give up catching them and to take as rapidly as possible, with the corps of the Great Army, the road to 
Paris.  One could not even dream of this.  One  would have to resigned themselves to momentarily abandon the line 
of  communication with the Upper Rhine and Basil; so they resolved to meet at Châlons with the Army in Silesia 
and then push strongly, in concert with it, in the footsteps of the Emperor.  The united armies would maneuver in the 
rear and sides of the Emperor, and the new lines of supply and communications of the Great Army will go by Laon 
and the Netherlands.  "This was," General von Bismarck said this proposal, "the basis of this plan born of 
bewilderment.  It was feared to be beaten by the Emperor retiring by the most direct line. To avoid this, we choose 
another direction." 
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