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_________ 
 

ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 
 
Positions occupied by Oudinot after the taking of Arcis.  --Arrival of Macdonald in Ormes.  --The Duke of 
Reggio had, immediately after the loss and evacuation of Arcis, taken his corps to a position at the end of the levy 
that abuts the bridge of the Aube.  The 7th Corps, established at the farms of Vasseurs and Chêne, at the junction of 
the three roads of Fère-Champenoise, Châlons and Vitry, was to move to support and gather the brigade of 
Maulmond.  This brigade, left alone in the suburb on the right bank, where it held out despite the terrible fire of the 
artillery and musketry of the Allies allowed the sappers to destroy the bridge in the evening and prevented the 
Russians to attempt its reconstruction. 
 
At 9 o'clock at night, Macdonald,1 who had pressed the march of his troops to the sound of cannon, arrived at Ormes 
with the Brayer and Albert Divisions, having had to overcome enormous difficulties to get out of the swamps.  But 
General Gérard, with the 2nd Corps could not get beyond Plancy and Viâpres.  The small division of General Amey 
was still further back, at Anglure, covering the reserve park of the Duke of Tarente, which had stopped in Granges-
sur-Aube.  Two battalions of the 11th Corps with two cannons were at Plancy and Boulages and monitored the fords 
of the Aube.  Kellermann's cavalry effected its junction around Ormes with the divisions of Sebastiani.  But as 

                                                           
1Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, before Arcis, 21 March, 9 o'clock at night. (Archives of the War.) 
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Macdonald wrote to the Chief of Staff:2  "Our positions are very disjointed.  It will take the line the day tomorrow to 
reunite, and if the enemy forces the passage, which is likely, we run the greatest risks." 
 
Inaction of the Allies on the night of 21 March.  --Fortunately for the French army, the Allies did not think to rush 
and force the passage of the Aube.  They attempted nothing against the exhausted troops of Oudinot and Macdonald. 
"I still cannot appreciate the full extent of the results of the day," the Generalissimo wrote to the Emperor of Austria 
on the evening3 of the 21st, "but I intend to push tomorrow the whole army on to the right bank of the Aube." 
 
Meanwhile, the Crown Prince of Württemberg was content to maintain, until after midnight, the fire directed by his 
troops installed in the castle and in the city against the French skirmishers established in the suburb of the right bank 
and to monitor with posts the fords and passages of the Aube. 
 
The news received by the Crown Prince reported no worrying movement.  One knew that there were two battalions 
in Bray.  The bulk of the division of Souham was still at Pont sur-Yonne, and General Allix proposed, after leaving 
a battalion in Sens, pushing on Villeneuve-le-Roi and Joigny.  At Méry and Nogent, all was quiet.  Also, the Crown 
Prince of Württemberg, completely reassured about the fate of the left and writing from Voué to Schwarzenberg, on 
the night of the 21st to 22nd, to signal the arrival of the column heads of Macdonald in front of Arcis, added that he 
had prescribed to Feldzeugmeister Gyulay to be joined by the regiments of the IIIrd Corps left until then at Troyes. 
An Austrian brigade was, however, to remain in this city and await the arrival of the troops destined for garrison 
duty. 
 
Movements of the right wing of the Allies during the afternoon of 21 March.  --While the center and the left 
wing of the Allies captured Arcis, Wrede, conforming to the disposition given at 3:30, had crossed the Aube with his 
cavalry at Ramerupt and Coclois.  His infantry that was obliged to use the bridge of Lesmont, stopped at this point 
and bivouacked there with the exception of a battalion of Austrian jäger directed right from Coclois on Dommartin.4 
 
At 10 o'clock at night Frimont let Wrede know that the Austrian cavalry, excepting two regiments of hussars, was at 
Ramerupt, the Bavarian brigade of Dietz in Dampierre, and the brigade of Vieregg at Brébant.  It was moreover,  
impossible for him to discover the direction taken by the French army. 
 
All the Vth Corps, remained there on the left bank of the Aube while Field Marshal Lieutenant Spleny established 
with the Archduke Joseph and Székeler hussars in Chaudrey.5 
 
The light cavalry of the Russian guard of General Ozharovsky was also bivouacked in Ramerupt, covered on its left 
and on its front by its outposts established in Vinets and Lhuître.  The guards and reserves were stopped at the level 
of Chalette-sur-Voire, where Barclay de Tolly had established his headquarters, and on the banks of the Voire. 
 
Dispositions of Schwarzenberg of 21 March, at 6 o'clock at night.  --In the evening, Schwarzenberg, who went 
with the Emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia to Pougy had, indeed, sent to Wrede the order to continue his 
movement, moving his infantry on Corbeil and Brébant, pushing his light cavalry on the heels of the enemy, 
harassing his rear and following the retirement step by step.  But the absolute exhaustion of men and horses would 
somehow prevent Wrede from executing this order which did not reach him, moreover, until far into the night of the 
21st to 22nd.  It is clear from the terms of this dispatch that the Bavarian Field Marshal had, at that time, had no 
understanding on the direction taken by the Emperor.  "If the enemy has taken the direction of Vitry," he wrote to 
the Generalissimo,6 "the generals Frimont and Ozharovsky would have reported its march to me.  I am inclined to 

                                                           
2Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, before Arcis, 21 March, 9 o'clock at night. (Archives of the War.) 
 
3Prince Schwarzenberg to the Emperor of Austria, Pougy, 21 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 378.) 
 
4TAXIS, Tagebuch (Ibid., XIII, 32), STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate 
März (Ibid., III, 1). 
5Frimont to Wrede, Romaines, 21 March , 10 o'clock at night. 
 
6Wrede to Schwarzenberg, Coclois, 22 March , midnight. 
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think that the enemy has headed from Mailly on Châlons, unless it took the path of Mailly from Semoine, which 
seems more likely." 
 
At midnight Schwarzenberg himself, also had little more information than Wrede.  Stragglers, who had been picked 
up, argued, it is true that Napoleon was moving on Vitry; but to it was added, never the less, talk believing that a 
dispatch from Tettenborn, from Châlons, had revealed the first movements of Blücher and the retaking of Reims by 
Winzingerode. 
 
It was thought, however, at headquarters, that Napoleon would go on Sommesous, and it was in this belief that, 
holding to his disposition from 6 o'clock in the evening and pushing his right forward towards Corbeil, 
Schwarzenberg gave the rest of the army orders to take position on 22 March, on the right bank of the Aube and 
concentrate behind the stream of Puits.7 
 
Under this disposition, the Vth Corps had to settle on the 22nd, behind the Meldançon, from Jasseines to Donnemont.  
The IVth and VIth Corps would execute a flank march to stand behind the Puits, between Corbeil and Dampierre, 
while still supporting their extreme left at the Aube. The guards and reserves remained in third line on the left bank 
of the Voire.  The defense of Arcis was entrusted to the IIIrd Corps, the General Headquarters was transported to 
Rosnay.  To the left of the IIIrd Corps, Kaisarov was responsible for observing the country between the Seine and the 
Aube and corresponding with the Cossacks of Seslavin stationed between the Seine and Yonne.  In a word, the 
Generalissimo was not going after, during the day of the 22nd, the adversary who, in falling back in time the day 
before, had managed to hide from him its march. 
 
As he wrote from Pougy to the Emperor of Austria,8 in concentrating his army on the right bank of the Aube, 
Schwarzenberg intended primarily to wait for the information to enable him to know exactly the direction taken by 
the Emperor and to position in this way to both monitor and operate his junction with Blücher, who he had informed 
briefly about the events of the past two days. 
 
The general headquarters was, moreover, in such complete ignorance of the movements of the French army, in 
response to a dispatch from the Crown Prince of Wurttemberg, signaling, according to statements of the peasants, 
the progress of the Emperor on Châlons, that the Generalissimo wrote to the Prince to move on Herbisse, if this 
intelligence were to be confirmed. 
 
Considerations on the day of 21 March.  --The battle of Arcis, said Clausewitz in his Strategic Critique of the 
1814 Campaign was not large.  But the German writer has not thought it necessary to state the reasons why it had 
neither the immediate and considerable impact it should have had, nor the importance for both sides that was 
assigned correctly to a battle at the time of the campaign by the Great Army of Bohemia to the small army of the 
Emperor. 
 
The attitude of the two commanding generals, however, suffice to explain what happened, which surprises at first. 
 
On 21 March, the Emperor did not, as claimed by Clausewitz9 lose the will to fight.  His orders are there to prove 
otherwise, and the movements performed in the morning show abundantly.  The fear and indecision, that Clausewitz 
recognizes himself, have nothing to do with the unexpected changes that he brought to his projects.  At Arcis, as 
throughout the course of the campaign, as in previous campaigns, the Emperor, says General von Bismarck,10 was 
able to ensure the advantage of the initiative.  He remained faithful to his system and did not lose a minute in taking 
advantage from the faults, the weaknesses, the errors and the hesitations of his opponent.  On 21 March, he was free 

                                                           
 
7STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
8Prince Schwarzenberg to the Emperor of Austria, Pougy, 21 March. (Ibid., III, 378.) 
9CLAUSEWITZ, Strategic Critique of the Campaign in France of 1814. 
 
10General-Lieutenant VON BISMARCK, Aufzeichnungen. 
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to move.  The day of the 20th was not enough to show him what was wanted,  namely, to destroy his hopes and even 
destroy his illusions.  He had the idea to repeat the maneuver that had been so successful against Blücher, after La 
Rothière.  True, Wrede opposed with an energetic resistance the troops of Ney.  But nothing proves that this fierce 
defense of Torcy-le-Grand was not aimed to cover the retreat of the right of the army of Schwarzenberg.  The 
presence of the cavalry of the Crown Prince of Württemberg on the left bank of the Barbuise, beside Prémierfait, 
convinced (him) in the thought that the Allied Great Army was not concentrated on the 20th in the evening. 
 
If, the 21st, in the morning, Wrede had extended his retreat, the reinforcements he expected:  the corps of Oudinot, of 
Gérard and of Macdonald, may have allowed him to jump between him and the Crown Prince, and to seek to renew 
the maneuver that had given him such great results at Montmirail, at Champaubert and at Étoges. 
 
But, taught by experience of La Rothière and Laon, knowing that the bulk of the corps, under Macdonald's orders, 
would join the 21st in the evening, he undertook a bold maneuver again, as soon as Sebastiani informed him of the 
presence, on the heights of Mesnil-la-Comtesse, the whole army of Schwarzenberg.  In broad daylight, under the 
eyes of an enemy superior in number, ranged in battle formation on the plateau overlooking the left bank of the 
Aube, he crossed the defile of Arcis to start immediately, not only with his usual decision, but with an activity  
growing by the gravity of the situation, in an operation that he had long meditated on and designed for a long time. 
 
If it was impossible to predict the hesitations, the timidity of the General Staff of the Army of Bohemia, it was even 
impossible for him to admit that a renewed attack on Arcis, attempted on the night of 21-22 March, would have had 
a chance to succeed and would probably have ripped the ruins of the city from the IInd Russian corps of Prince 
Eugene of Württemberg.  Such an enterprise would also had led to nothing, if not to recommence the 22nd, but  more 
unfavorable than the previous days conditions, a hopeless struggle.  Faced with concentrated masses of the Great 
Army, the Emperor, all the less persistent in using internal lines, in continuing his system, where he would soon 
have to be surrounded with its feeble army between the armies of Schwarzenberg and Blücher. 
 
He was left with no other resource than a supreme and desperate step: marching on the rear of Schwarzenberg.  The 
resolution to operate on the lines of communication of the Grand Army had haunted, besides, his mind for a long 
time, almost since the beginning of the campaign. 
 
It was, almost exactly, his original plan he would execute.  And it was because he had never given up on the 
relatively strong garrisons he had left in the towns of the Meuse and Moselle, even before embarking on the 20th to 
Arcis, that he wrote to Clarke, from Plancy "I'm going to go on Vitry."11 The Emperor therefore never actually 
thought of giving a great battle at Arcis.  His orders are proof, and it would certainly not be following Laon that he 
would tried once again to commit himself without first concentrated all his forces, even though inconsiderable. 
Clausewitz, though he felt obliged to lend to the Emperor an intention to seek a final solution at Arcis, is himself 
obliged to admit that Napoleon had powerful reasons to change his mind and that despite the apparent contradiction 
of his conduct, the critic must admit he is not quite fully aware of the situation leading to the decision and sending 
him a rebuke with so little a foundation.12 
 
We must certainly recognize that this operational affair in another era could have brought decisive results.  But it is 
good to be put in the place of the Emperor, to remember that which is almost always ignored, and at this time 
especially, the political, the morale and, so to speak, intimate Coalition.  If there had been any specific information 
about it, says General Bismarck,13 it is not possible to believe that he had failed to take advantage of these 
psychological moments.  He was not a man to let slip opportunities.  If, says Bismarck again, starting 17 March his 
second operation against Schwarzenberg and starting from Reims with 16,000 men, instead of seeking to effect a 
junction with Macdonald and heading to the Aube by Fère-Champenoise, he had marched by Châlons and from 
there, up the Marne on to the Langres plateau, this march combined with an offensive movement of Macdonald and 
Oudinot in the Seine valley would probably have been enough to bring about the retirement of the Allied Great 
Army . 

                                                           
11Correspondence, no 21518. 
12CLAUSEWITZ, Strategic Critique of the Campaign in France of 1814. 
 
13General VON BISMARCK, Aufzeichnungen. 
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Although started too late, this march against the line of retreat of the Allies retreat, this march that had not ceased to 
be the dominant thought of Napoleon, was very nearly successful.  The only chance, the fate undertook to end the 
sovereign fears, the hesitations of the Generalissimo.  In any case, and as General von Grollmann admits himself, 
"this resolution bears the stamp of genius for war and a familiar character to look for the solutions proposed by the 
boldest ways." 
 
Finally, whatever the judgment that the critic can be made on the operation itself, it is impossible to refuse his 
admiration to energy, to the decision that eventually led to his execution, flexibility, liveliness of incomparable 
genius of the Emperor who, after crossing a river in full daylight under the eyes of the enemy army in battle 
formation was already on 21st in the evening at Sompuis, a few kilometers from Vitry, with the corps that came from 
the Arcis fight and managed to momentarily lose his trace from Schwarzenberg. 
 
As always, it is the Austrian Generalissimo that one seeks to make responsible for the insubstantial immediate 
consequences of the battle of Arcis.  Incomprehensible at first, criticism in any case, of the predominantly military 
viewpoint, in the attitude of Prince Schwarzenberg during the day of 21st, is explained and justified even to some 
degree, as soon as one sees his personal situation.  The Generalissimo of the Allied armies, officially invested with 
the broadest military powers, Prince Schwarzenberg, however, was far from being able to exercise his authority 
without control, without question, without delay, as the circumstances had demanded.  Early on in the campaign, 
though nothing apparently compelled him to submit his projects to the approval of the sovereign, it took him a 
moment to use all councils of war, as necessary, to cover his responsibility to ensure that the conscientious 
implementation of his dispositions.  Although the attack was planned of Arcis, Clausewitz himself likes to admit, 
one of the best and most sensible resolutions of the Generalissimo, was that it had not been done to the liking of the 
Emperor of Russia and the icy reception that the monarch had made previously to the Generalissimo, the fears he 
had expressed to the discontent which he had given free rein in his conversation with Barclay de Tolly and Toll, 
finally his very absence were hardly likely to encourage Schwarzenberg in a vigorous offensive that he thought to 
take and any other chief, truly master of his actions and placed in a similar situation, would not have hesitated to 
take. 
 
If it seems difficult to admit, with Clausewitz, that Schwarzenberg had delayed his attack because seeing the 
Emperor break off the fight and make his columns file on the heights of the right bank, he did not know if Napoleon  
would not immediately fall on the right flank or meditated, on the contrary, some other operation, one can, however, 
blame the Generalissimo for having sent on the right bank of the Aube only one of his corps, the Vth.  Anyway, he 
should have taken measures to accelerate the crossing of the Aube behind the positions occupied by his army and 
prevent the troops of the Vth Corps the long and unnecessary detour of Lesmont.  From there one saw the bulk of the 
French army go towards Châlons or Vitry, it was a serious mistake that immobilized the untouched corps under the 
orders of the Prince of Württemberg and to assign all three to the attack of Arcis.  It seems obvious that the 
Generalissimo, without in any way compromising his position, could have, when he saw the Emperor start his flank 
march, entrusted the attack of Arcis to the VIth Corps and sought to hurry to cross the Aube as quickly as possible, to 
be the next day of the 22nd able to attack the French army wherever he would have encountered it.  An operation of 
this kind would have brought even more decisive results as the Emperor, forced to leave everyone in Arcis to hide 
his departure and prohibit the crossing, would have to fight before being joined by Macdonald.  In a word, the real 
fault of Schwarzenberg had consisted less in the delay brought to the signal the attack on Arcis, but in the same 
attack by forces that point it would have been wiser and more advantageous to move in the shortest ways and 
immediately on the right bank of the Aube, so as to fall on the Emperor during his bold flank march that had begun. 
Schwarzenberg therefore could renew safely the maneuver that had succeeded so well to the Emperor in the first 
days of February, halve his small army, crush first Oudinot and Macdonald and then turn against Napoleon, 
sandwiched between him and the Army of Silesia, would have been forced to fight in exceptionally bad and almost 
desperate conditions. 
 
The resolution taken by Napoleon, the unexpected abandonment of the connecting lines of operation to Paris, his 
march eastward, had plunged the staff of the Great Army into deep uncertainty.  Without a fatal combination of 
circumstances, without any chance of taking some dispatches, the Emperor would probably have managed to fool 
his opponents to keep them on their toes, to seduce it completely into following him.  The orders given by 
Schwarzenberg 21 March, at 6 o'clock in the evening, prove that, not knowing if Napoleon had moved on Vitry, 
Châlons or Montmirail, he fell back into his usual hesitation.  One merely awaited events.  One made no use of a 
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numerous cavalry, well mounted, relatively fresh; one did not stay close to the enemy; one almost loses its contact 
entirely; one does nothing to worry about his movements and to at least get some news.  With an army of 100,000 
men, one dare not follow the Emperor nor the menace in the flank march that he dares to take on Saint-Dizier and 
Vitry.  And yet, it seems that, without risking anything, without compromising the rest of the operations, it would 
have been possible on the 22nd to force the Emperor to accept battle in exceptionally disadvantageous conditions for 
him.  The 22nd, the French army formed, in effect, a long column, marching on one road and presenting its flank to 
the Allied armies.  The Emperor, whose corps were scattered on the 22nd in the morning, from the Marne, near 
Frignicourt, to the edges of the Aube, at Ormes, Viâpres and Plancy, ventured between the armies of the Allies.  One 
therefore lost nothing by attacking, from the 22nd in the morning, Oudinot and Macdonald.  One was sure to crush 
them by numbers and could then, in strongly pursuing the advantages gained on them, thrown back Napoleon on the 
Army of Silesia who came on Vitry by road from Laon to Reims and Châlons. 
 
22 March.  --Positions and movements of the French army on 22 March in the morning.  --March on Vitry.  --
As uncertainty reigned at headquarters in Pougy, one hesitated to throw forces so superior numbers against the 
separate corps of an opponent operating such a bold flank march, the Emperor had sent from Sompuis, at one 
o'clock in the morning,14 the orders completing the brief instructions he had has sent his lieutenants, from Arcis, 21 
March at one thirty. 
 
The Guard, Ney, the squadrons of Letort Berckheim, Saint-Germain and Milhaud spent the night of the 21st to 22nd 
around Sompuis.  Sebastiani's cavalry remained on the position of Dosnon.  The troops under the orders of 
Macdonald camped from Ormes to Plancy.  Oudinot stood firm on the right bank of the Aube; his left at Chêne, his 
right, the brigade Maulmond, in the suburb of Arcis, where it would remain15 throughout the day of the 22nd. 
"Napoleon," Schwarzenberg says about him in his Journal of Operations,16 "left an army corps with numerous 
artillery near Arcis on the right bank of the Aube. This corps was responsible for covering the movement of his army 
between the Seine and Marne and prevent the left wing of the main army to easily repair the bridge at Arcis." 
"Throughout the day," he added a little later, "there was a fusillade at Arcis from one bank to the other."  The  
Maulmond Brigade had succeeded,  in effect, in fulfilling the delicate mission that had been entrusted to it.  The 
22nd, at 11 o'clock at night, it evacuated by order from the suburb and went to join the rest of the Leval Division 
based in Chêne. 
 
At 7 o'clock in the morning, Macdonald had received at Ormes the instructions that the Chief of Staff had sent him 
in the night.17  Gérard had joined him with his corps.  The reserve parks had filed on Pleurs and went from there on 
Sompuis.  As the Maulmond Brigade retained the position of the right bank in front of Arcis lace, troops of the 2nd 
and 11th Corps and the cavalry of Trelliard executed safely during the day of 22nd, their movement on Dosnon. 
 
From 5 o'clock in the morning, the 5th Corps of Cavalry, the Guards of Honor of General Defrance and the corps of 
Marshal Ney had left Sompuis to return in front of Vitry.  The cavalry of Saint-Germain was ordered to follow the 
same road and the Guard began its movement at 6 o'clock.  An hour later, the cavalry of Lefebvre-Desnouettes had 
to leave the area of Dosnon and take, also, the direction of Vitry.18 
 
The French cavalry march on Saint-Dizier and taking of this city.  --Informed of the progress of the French 
columns by patrols sent on the morning of 22 March on the road from Arcis, Colonel von Schmichow, commander 
of the town of Vitry, had barely had time to give notice of the motion to Tettenborn and the Prussian officer posted 

                                                           
14Records of Berthier. (Archives of the War.) 
 
15Operational Journal of the Leval Division. (Ibid.) 
 
16STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
17Chief of Staff to Macdonald, Sompuis, 22 March, l o'clock in the morning, and Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, 
Ormes, 22 March, 7 o'clock in the morning. (Archives of the War.) 
 
18Records of Berthier. (Archives of the War.) 
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at Saint-Dizier, when the French cavalry appeared around 10 o'clock on the hill overlooking Blacy.  As it was 
closely followed by the infantry, General Davidoff hastened to pull back to Vitry the two infantry regiments and 
three squadrons he had stationed in the villages.  The garrison of Vitry, made up of the Russians of Davidoff, 
consisted of about 5,000 men with 41 guns.19  Shortly before noon, Ney had completed deploying his troops and 
invested the place by the left bank of the Marne.  After having thrown a few shells, the Prince of the Moskowa, 
fruitlessly summoned Schmichow to surrender the city.  Although the Marshal had offered him an honorable 
capitulation, bag and baggage, the Prussian colonel rejected these proposals.  He demanded sending to the 
headquarters of Schwarzenberg an officer to ascertain the state of affairs, and Ney began a cannonade which 
continued without effect.20 
 
Faced with this resistance, he expected elsewhere, the Emperor gave Ney the order to mask Vitry with his infantry 
and the 5th Cavalry Corps and settle on a line from Vitry-le-Brûlé by Blacy to Frignicourt.  With his Guard, the 
cavalry of Saint-Germain, Piré and Defrance the Emperor crossed the Marne at the ford of Frignicourt and the two 
bridges he had thrown.  At night, his headquarters were in Farémont. 
 
While the three Old Guard cavalry divisions, the First Infantry Division of the Old Guard and the Young Guard 
division of General Henrion continued their movement on the right bank of the Marne and were close to Saint-
Dizier,21 the light cavalry of Piré marched quickly on this city guarded by only two infantry battalions, one Russian, 
the other Prussian.  Informed that a Russian pontoon bridge belonging to the corps of Langeron, had to left for 
Joinville and all markets were crowded with Russian and Prussian carriages loaded with provisions and luggage, 
Piré paced at a trot the horses of 400 of those that were with him.22  Knowing perfectly the country, he decided, 
despite the numerical weakness of his troop, to attempt an hourrah on the city.23  While he did warn General 
Defrance of the movement he initiated, he warned that some 200 draft horses or Cossacks were busy feeding without 
any precautions at Haute-Fontaine and at Ambrières-sur-Marne  about 3 kilometers south of the road and had 
committed to cut off their retreat to Saint-Dizier and take them. 
 
Strongly continuing his march to the city, Piré entered, slashed, over took one of the two battalions, although it had 
formed a square, and seized 200 harnessed wagons.  The other battalion, covering the retreat of the pontoons on the 
road to Joinville, was happier and escaped in part because its men ran into the forest of Val bordering the road. 
Without lingering a moment in pursuit of dispersed soldiers he could hardly find in the wood, General Subervie 
pushed on Eurville where he captured 80 pontoons.  But as the drivers who had had time to run away with the teams 

                                                           
19Composition of the garrison of Vitry:  four battalions of Russian infantry regiments of Vyborg and Vyatka, a 
Russian battalion of march, two battalions of Prussian infantry, a company of Prussian volunteer jäger and a march 
company, three squadrons dragoons of Moscow, two Prussian squadrons and 400 Russian and Prussian artillerymen. 
 
20About the Schmichow response and sending the parliamentarian charged by the Prussian colonel on formulating 
his proposal, it is curious to note the following fact which Ney reports to the Chief in Staff in his dispatch from 
Frignicourt the 22nd, at 8:30 in the evening (Archives of the War): "Despite my instructions," he wrote, "Milhaud 
had not placed a single vedette on the road from Vitry to Frignicourt, which allowed the parliamentarian to arrive at 
this village without being stopped by anyone." 
 
21Correspondance, no 21530. 
 
22General Piré to the Chief of Staff, report from Saint-Dizier, 21 March, 6 o'clock in the evening (Archives of the 
War), and PETIET, Journal of the 3rd Division of Light Cavalry. 
 
23The Prussian commander of Saint-Dizier to Captain Zadubsky, posted at Vignory, (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 431 
e.), 22 March 1814:  
 
"I can confirmed that 5,000 men, composed of cavalry troops, horse artillery and infantry, crossed the Marne at 
Vitry, is heading on Joinville and Saint-Dizier." 
 
"The baggage convoys going to Vitry fell back to Saint-Dizier. I will be forced to abandon them if I'm not rescued." 
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they  had to resign themselves to burning them. 
 
Meanwhile, the Cossacks who foraged from the side of Ambrières, of Haute- Fontaine and of Hauteville pursued by 
a detachment of General de Saint-Germain, had come to throw themselves into the squadrons of General Defrance 
in reserve behind Saint-Dizier, and getting caught by them, while the 27th Regiment of Chasseurs moved on 
Ancerville where they had reported to Piré the presence of a 150 baggage carriages escorted by 300 men. 
 
The coup de main of Piré on Saint-Dizier, a coup de main which could have had even more significant consequences 
if the general had more people with him, had had fall into the hands of the light cavalry, 700 to 800 prisoners, 200 
Prussian and Russian patients, 400 to 500 head of horses, in excellent condition and ready to enter the ranks to 
replace those disabled, 200 carriages, 100 sacks of oats, 50 of salt, 50 of flour, 10 of tobacco, 20 casks of brandy and 
80 pontoons that had to be burned in Eurville.24 
 
Although he managed his hourrah on Saint-Dizier, Piré was not consoled to have missed some of the Allied luggage 
and having not been able to bring back the pontoons.  Also, at 11 o'clock in the evening25 he wrote to Major General 
who had just sent him the order to move on Joinville: "I had to operate today with only 400 horses.  If I had kept my 
dragoons, I would be at this moment near Joinville and Ligny, General Defrance going on Vassy, and the pontoon 
bridge equipment, instead of being burned, would have been retained.  General Defrance supported me and followed 
immediately, but General de Saint-Germain, having stopped in Perthes, has not been helpful in anything.  In an 
operation of this kind, all the troops must belong to the person directing, that there be no hesitation or no lost time 
... I missed 150 baggage carriages and a battalion of infantry who retired on Ligny, not having a single man I could 
dispose of on this side.  I beg your Highness to order the Count Milhaud to send me at least two dragoon regiments 
of the 1st Division which will be under me for eight days.  My answer is to do a good job."  
 
Despite the low numbers before him, Pire had succeeded, secondly, to gather valuable information.  "They say," he 
wrote again to the Chief of Staff, there is no garrison in Bar-le-Duc, that there are few troops at Ligny and a small 
garrison in Joinville.  However," he adds, "that there is a reserve corps on the left of this town watching us that I 
think if Your Highness gave orders to General Defrance to immediately send 300 horses on the road to Ligny, we 
could capture  the luggage and the infantry battalion which should not have gone beyond Stainville and, according to 
reports, are in terror and in a complete disorder... I learn just now that a party of Cossacks just arrived in Moëlain, a 
village a league from here, on the road to Vassy; they come from Montier-en-Der, by Éclaron." 
Hesitations and uncertainties of the headquarters of the Allies.  --As the French cavalry pushed so lightly on 
Saint-Dizier, while the Emperor moved without wasting a minute towards the Allied lines of communication, it was 
not known on the 22nd in the morning and ignored for most of the day of the 22nd at the headquarters in Pougy, the 
direction taken by Napoleon. 
 
The 22nd in the morning, no news had been received at Pougy corroborating or refuting the latest information sent 
the previous evening by the Crown Prince of Württemberg and Wrede.  The uncertainty was so complete, the 
hesitations so great, one had, as we shall see, to modify or complete three supplemental dispositions from the 
evening of 21 March. 
 
"Wrede," says Taxis in his Tagebuch,26 "requested orders at daybreak, but we only had vague information on the 
movements, positions and intentions of the enemy."  Finally, at 10 o'clock in the morning, the Generalissimo 
decided to send new instructions to his lieutenants27: 
 
"The enemy has moved in considerable force on Dosnon and Sompuis.  It is important, therefore, to move forward 

                                                           
24Statement of what has been found in Saint-Dizier, 22 March, by the light cavalry of the 5th Cavalry Corps, and 
report of Piré to the Chief of Staff, Saint-Dizier, 6 o'clock in the evening. (Archives of the War.) 
 
25Piré to the Chief of Staff, Saint-Dizier, 22 March, 11 o'clock at night. (Ibid.) 
26TAXIS, Tagebuch. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32.) 
 
27Schwarzenberg, orders for 22 March. Pougy, 22 March, 10 o'clock in the morning. (Ibid., III, 401.) 
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quickly in order to maintain our communication with Vitry.  The Vth Corps body will go in this regard, to take a 
position on the heights of Corbeil.  Outposts will be pushed in the direction of Coole and Maisons-en-Champagne." 
 
"The guards and reserves the will cross the Voire and the Meldançon and will establish themselves on the heights 
behind Corbeil." 
 
"If the Crown Prince of Württemberg manages to debouch from Arcis without much difficulty, he will move, with 
the IVth and VIth Corps on the line of Herbisse-Dosnon, connecting right with the Vth Corps.  If the enemy is holding 
well at the opening of the defile of Arcis, the Crown Prince, leaving on that point sufficient troops to prevent the 
enemy to force the crossing of the Aube, crossing the river at the bridge of Ramerupt, will take position ahead of 
Dampierre and Brébant and will occupy Lhuître.  The IIIrd Corps will concentrate at Arcis.28 The General Seslavin 
covers the left of the army and heads of Sézanne." 
 
"Prince Maurice Liechtenstein covers road from Montbard and from Châtillon to Dijon."29 
"General Kaisarov will monitor the Aube and the Seine between Plancy and Méry, in the end of giving two days of 
rest to his troops." 
 
Movement of the corps of the Allied Great Army.  --This new disposition did not, in summary, bring any but 
insignificant changes to the orders of the night before.  Instead of forming behind the stream of Puits between the 

                                                           
28Prince Schwarzenberg had further sent to Gyulay the following particular order:  
 
"Pougy, 22 March 1814." 
 
"Move to Arcis and recommend to General Kaisarov to monitor the country between the confluence of the Seine and 
Aube." 
 
"Repair and place in readiness the bridge of Méry.  You will scour the country between the Seine and the Yonne 
with General Seslavin and prescribe to him to stay in communication with Prince Maurice Liechtenstein whose main 
body is in Joigny and whose forward troops push towards Montargis."  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 392.) 
 
29Special instructions sent to Prince Maurice of Liechtenstein (K. K. Kriegs Archiv, III. 390.)  
 
"Pougy, 22 March 1814." 
 
"I operate with the entire army between the Seine and Marne.  You will maintain communications with the Army of 
the South, and you will monitor General Allix. You will cover me, moreover, between the Seine and the Yonne." 
 
"You will stay still on the right; you will occupy Troyes, you will monitor Pont-sur-Seine, Méry, Nogent-sur-Seine, 
Bray and Pont-sur-Yonne and you will advance as far as possible and with the greatest possible forces on the road of 
Fontainebleau.  It would be good to occupy with parties Montbard and Semur after monitoring the road to Dijon 
where the enemy, as it masses, cannot have many people.  By completely removing yourself from these towns, you 
allow the enemy to arm the peasants." 
 
"As soon as I have got results on the Marne, I will send you orders.  Meanwhile, connect yourself to 
Feldzeugmeister Count Gyulay who should have everyone at Troyes.  The enemy destroyed the bridge of 
Montereau.  This is a proof of his weakness." 
 
"General Allix departing the 21st from Sens has come to camp at Joigny.  He informed the Minister from Joigny that 
the Austrian troops had evacuated Auxerre the 17th, heading to Saint-Florentin and Tonnerre, where they had 
departed the 21st going towards Montbard.  The 22nd in the evening, Allix was at Brinon-l'Archevêque and hoped to 
be the 23rd in Tonnerre.  He wrote to the Minister from Brinon the 22nd, at 9:30 in the evening, of enemies on the 
Seine that Liechtenstein who he thought to be tonight at Chanceaux.  The people of the Burgundy bring a bitter war 
to the enemy."  (Archives of the War.) 
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creek and the Meldançon, the Army of Bohemia would mass up to Corbeil and Brébant.  But the resistance of the 
rear guard of Oudinot at Arcis forced the IVth and VIth Corps to give up occupying the line of Herbisse-Dosnon and 
to move by Ramerupt on Dampierre.  The Great Army, with the exception of IIIrd Corps would therefore use the day 
of the 22nd to earn a few kilometers to its right and would settle on the right bank of the Aube on the roads leading to 
Châlons and Vitry.  In short, it sought to both follow at a distance the Emperor and get as close as possible to the 
Army of Silesia. 
 
From 8 o'clock in the morning, Prince Eugene of Württemberg had sent to the Crown Prince that the troops of 
Oudinot had remained in their positions on the right bank, between Villette and Arcis, that the Maulmond Brigade 
continued to skirmish with his troops and that a lot of people would be lost trying to force the crossing, either at 
Arcis where he would have to repair the bridges under the eyes of the enemy, or the ford at Villette, under fire by a 
strong French battery.  Prince Eugene noted, furthermore, large marching columns that followed the road to Vitry. 
 
At 9 o'clock this information reached at Voué the Crown Prince of Württemberg and, as the enemy did not seem to 
want to resolve to leave its position,30 the commander of the IVth Corps, even before receiving the disposition of the 
22nd, letting the Generalissimo know he would cross the Aube at Ramerupt with the IVth and VIth Corps.  He added 
further that "the French, according to absolutely certain information, were heading on Vitry and not on Châlons."  
 
Meanwhile Gyulay received at 6 o'clock in the morning, at Ortillon, the orders of the Crown Prince.  Leaving again 
momentarily in Troyes the brigade of Czollich and the regiment of light horse of Klenau he had recalled to him the 
other brigade of Fresnel and the light division of Crenneville and immediately headed on Arcis the brigade of Major 
General Spleny (Weiss Division) responsible for relieving the Russians of Prince Eugene of Württemberg.  The 
Grimmer Brigade which followed him, took up a position in support behind the city.  A regiment occupied Torcy-le-
Grand.  Four squadrons of light horse of Rosenberg kept watch on the Aube from Torcy-le-Petit to Ortillon.  A 
squadron of this regiment sent west of Torcy, about Villette, was responsible for maintaining communications with 
the cavalry of Kaisarov. 
 
The IVth and VIth Corps, having arrived at noon in Ramerupt, crossed the Aube there and fanned out behind the 
stream of Puits in the positions previously occupied by the Vth Corps, the IVth Corps in Corbeil, the VIth in 
Dampierre.  The advanced guards of the two corps took up the line of outposts of the Vth Corps between Puits and 
the Huîtrelle.  To cover his march, the Crown Prince had scouted  and flanked on his left by the Cossacks of 
Ilovaysky XII that he sent to Lhuître, on the right by a Württemberg cavalry brigade which veered towards Vitry.31 
 
To the left of the IIIrd, IVth and VIth Corps, Kaisarov and Seslavin scoured all the space between Méry and Plancy, 
and the first of these two generals had in the afternoon an insignificant skirmish with a French party beside Charny- 
le-Bachot.  It however resulted in the information being transmitted to the Generalissimo,32 that Plancy was still 

                                                           
30STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.)  
 
Crown Prince of Württemberg to Prince Schwarzenberg, Voué, 22 March, 9 o'clock in the morning; Daily Report to 
the Emperor of Austria, and Prince Schwarzenberg to the Emperor of Austria, Pougy, 22 March, 9 o'clock in the 
evening (Ibid., III, 402 and III, ad 402). 
 
 
31STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
32Kaisarov to Schwarzenberg, Charny, 21 March. (Original in French. --Ibid., III, 404.) 
 
"This afternoon, some infantry and cavalry had appeared on Charny toward where at night the French had cut the 
bridge. With that, I started on Charny with two of my cannons and the enemy retired to Plancy." 
 
"I found some pontoons in Charny sunk, retrieved them and would build a bridge by which I intended to attack the 
enemy in Plancy the next day and profiting from the circumstances, I would push all my parties on the right bank of 
the Aube." 
 



© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 
 

occupied the 22nd by French troops, that Kaisarov estimated at two battalions and two squadrons. 
 
Wrede had left the 22nd in the morning, the infantry of the Vth Corps and two cavalry brigades, the positions on 
which he had spent the night.  "We had made little progress pending orders and news from general headquarters," 
says Taxis,33 "when we learned that the greatest indecision reigned in Pougy.  From what one had told us, we had 
agitated the question of an immediate retreat to Langres.  The maneuver of the enemy, which had reported riders 
beside Montier-en-Der, had increased the perplexity of the higher command.  We waited in Pougy news and events 
whether or not  to extend the march forward.  When Wrede learned that the headquarters would still be the 22nd at 
Pougy, not know yet whether to change the direction of travel, he decided to stop at Brébant." 
 
"Wrede," added Taxis, "also had such vague information on the movements of the enemy.  The noise, however 
short, in the evening was that the enemy crossed the Marne near Vitry, its cavalry strongly pushed to Saint-Dizier 
and had captured a convoy.  From Vitry also we had no news.  Finally, it was claimed that the enemy was already 
master of the Allied lines of communication with Chaumont." 
 
The 22nd, in the afternoon, the Vth Corps occupied the following positions: the infantry was at Corbeil with the 
cavalry brigade of Geramb; headquarters of Wrede at Brébant with the Bavarian cavalry of Diez. The rest of the 
cavalry under the command of Frimont approached Vitry.  Spleny with the dragoons of Knesevich, the uhlans of 
Schwarzenberg and the Bavarian brigade of Vieregg, came to the farm of Chemin, pushing on Coole its outposts, 
watching the roads of Châlons and Vitry, while connected to the left with the light cavalry of the Russian guard of 
General Ozharovsky34 established in front of Le Meix-Tiercelin, and who pushed parties, first to Sompuis, the other 
towards Vitry. 
 
The guards and reserves stopped behind the Meldançon between Dommartin-le-Coq and Donnemont.  The 
headquarters of Barclay de Tolly came to Jasseines. 
 
The Emperor of Russia, the King of Prussia and Prince Schwarzenberg had remained in Pougy, and the Emperor of 
Austria at Bar-sur-Aube. 
 
Some vague, some even contradictory information may have been received at headquarters, (but) the prevailing 
circumstances and the overall situation were enough to motivate an aggressive attitude, to impose an immediate 
continuation of the offensive.  Whether the Emperor went go on Châlons as claimed by Wrede, or that he would 
bear on Vitry, as claimed by the Crown Prince, was, at first for the moment at least, a secondary thing, and there was 
certainly every reason to believe that the Army of Bohemia undertake the 22nd something other than a simple 
movement by the press to its right. 
 
We were committed, it is true, to blame of losing contact of an army executing its retreat in plain day and robbing an 
opponent superior in number by a flank march so daring; but we knew the French at Plancy and at Arcis and, from 
the top of the plateau of Mesnil-la-Comtesse, we had seen and followed the column of Macdonald heading on 
Dosnon.  Also while still ignoring the direction chosen by the Emperor, it would have cost nothing by trying to 
disturb his flank march and cut the bulk of his army's rear guard formed by the corps of Macdonald, Oudinot and 
Gérard.  Far from attempting this operation, whose success was certain, they dared take no resolution and were 
limited to establishing the evening of the 22nd the corps of the Allied Great Army approximately parallel to the line 
of march of the French army, although some parties of cavalry had cut and pierced this line, pushing up between 
Sompuis and Vitry up to Coole. 
                                                           
"I just got the permission from Your Highness that will allow me to rest my troop.  Allow me, Excellency, in their 
name in presenting all the gratitude that is owed you for the interest that Your Highness deigns to take; but also 
allow their leader to present that if I can force Plancy and having a bridge, I will certainly take me away on the right 
bank of the Aube, pushing my parties also as far as possible on Villenauxe, Sézanne, and Fère-Champenoise." 
 
33TAXIS, Tagebuch. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32.) 
 
34The movements of Wrede on Corbeil and his cavalry on Sommesous and Le Meix-Tiercelin, had been reported to 
Ney by a reconnaissance of the 10th Hussars who had met a party of Bavarian dragoons beside Margerie.  (Report of 
Colonel Bosse, commanding the 10th Hussars; Archives of the War.) 
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