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ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 
Movements of the Vth Corps.  --At 6 o'clock in the morning, Wrede who had just been promoted to the rank of 
Field Marshal and whose corps was intended to be a support to the VIth, had sent orders to Frimont to move with the 
divisions La Motte and Spleny and the Bavarian cavalry brigade of Vieregg in the direction of Villiers-aux-
Corneilles to form it into two columns, that pending further orders, would push the parties towards Villenauxe and 
Chalautre-la-Grande, positions from which Frimont had to move when the enemy would clearly drawn from on its 
retreat on Provins. 
 
Wrede simultaneously directed on Barbonne the Bavarian cavalry brigade of Diez, who was to continue from there 
to Sézanne.  Hours later, he was marching one of the brigades of the division of Rechberg from Arcis to Anglure, 
the other from Voué to Plancy and Vouarces.  The Austrian brigade of Schaeffer, which had been ordered to come 
from Troyes to Arcis to cover the march of his positional batteries mired in the short cuts, also temporarily remained 
in Troyes.1 
 
But it was only between 9 and 10 o'clock in the morning, as the troops of Frimont spread into fairly remote 

                                                           
1TAXIS, Tagebuch (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32), and Wrede to Schwarzenberg, Plancy, 15 March. (Ibid., III. 
278.) 
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cantonments, one from the other, managed to assemble and were placed in march.  Unable to use the road along the 
right bank of the Aube and which the rains and the thaw had made impassable, the infantry of Frimont took further 
north by Courcemain; the cavalry, artillery, and the baggage were forced to make a big detour and go through Faux 
and Pleurs. 
 
Arriving therefore at night in Villiers-aux-Corneilles, and as he feared the presence of the French cavalry in the 
forest of Traconne, Frimont decided to encamp his troops far into the night: the infantry in Villiers-aux-Corneilles 
and Potangis, the Schwarzenberg Uhlans at Conflans-sur-Seine and Esclavolles, the dragoons of Knesevich in 
Périgny-la-Rose and La Villeneuve-au-Châtelot, the Bavarian light horse of Vieregg at Montgenost, those of Diez at 
Barbonne.  The Bavarian brigade of Habermann and the Austrian brigade of Volkmann did not go beyond Saron-
sur-Aube and the outposts of Frimont spread to the left from La Villeneuve-au-Châtelot passing through Montgenost 
up through the southeastern edge of the forest of Traconne.  Some parties alone pushed up to Villenauxe and 
Barbonne towards Sézanne. 
 
Movements of the guards and reserves.  --At the same time, and as he had indicated to Wrede,2 Barclay de Tolly 
had pushed General Chalikov with sixteen squadrons of the light cavalry division of the Russian Guard to Semoine, 
Gourgançon, Corroy and Œuvy with orders to serve with the support of the Cossacks of Kaisarov, to connect with 
the left by Pleurs with the Vth Corps, to observe to the right the road of Vertus.  The cavalry of the Prussian Guard 
went to established itself at the right of Chalikov at Brebant.  The rest of the guards and reserves, with the exception 
of a detachment sent to Arcis had merely strengthened its cantonments between Lesmont and Brienne. 
 
Schwarzenberg made his headquarters in Pont-le-Roi. 
 
In short, and although they were in themselves rather insignificant, none of the movements prescribed to IVth, Vth 
and VIth Corps had been executed because they were not fully prepared and insufficiently studied by general staff.3 
The Vth Corps, destined to serve as support to the VIth and to establish themselves beside of Chalautre-la-Grande, 
was too far from the positions in question to be able to reach it in time.  From Plancy until about Villenauxe there 
are, by the most direct route, thirty kilometers.  But, that  road was impassable, and as a result of bad weather that 
had battered the roads, because of the detours that Frimont had to make through Courcemain and Pleurs, it was 
impossible to cross this distance in one day.  Moreover, even assuming that one might have to march by the road 
along the Aube, the head of the columns of Frimont would in any way have arrived too late to allow the troops of 
the VIth Corps, which would have waited for their entrance into the line, to execute an attack on the 15th. 
 
The transmission of orders also left more to be desired, and this time it was the VIth Corps that was receiving 
instructions so late that it was absolutely impossible for it, as one would have liked, to facilitate the Crown Prince of 

                                                           
2Barclay de Tolly to Wrede, Brienne, 15 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, ad 278.) 
 
3Toll could not help but write about the arrangements for the 15 and 16 March, in a letter to Volkonsky and criticize 
in it, in more than strongest terms the actions of Schwarzenberg.  "Reading the following provision so contained," he 
wrote, "will show you that the Austrians do not know how to give simple commands.  It may well happen that 
Macdonald, who has about 25,000 men, concentrated his forces in Provins and awaits us.  What will he see then? 
Only the corps of Rayevsky, since the corps of Wrede should simply encamp and those of the Crown Prince of 
Württemberg must pass the Seine at Nogent.  --Can you imagine something more beastly?" 
 
"Today Radetzky believed that the enemy would evacuate the right bank, which was not the case.  The Crown 
Prince, wishing to force the passage, threw two rifle companies on the right bank and undertook to cover the 
establishment of the bridge; the poor guys were received by the enemy so that they barely managed to save 
themselves by getting back in their boats,  and it resulted, without any purpose, in the lost a hundred men.  However, 
it was simple and easy to do otherwise.  After holding Nogent with part of the infantry, some cavalry could have 
pushed on to Bray. With the rest of his troops, the Crown Prince would have passed at Pont-sur-Seine and would 
have advanced on the road to Provins together with Wrede.  One could have provided then three corps to have 
attacked and beaten Macdonald.  Admit that it one would have had to have neither a transcendent intelligence nor 
extraordinary knowledge, to establish such a provision." (Journal of received pieces, no 505.) 
 



© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 
 

Württemberg to cross onto the right bank of the Seine.  Anyway, assuming also that Rayevsky would have been able 
to start his operations in the early hours of the morning, the IVth Corps would have had difficulty in debouching 
from Nogent to be able, as was thought, to execute a movement with a part of the troops of Württemberg on Bray, 
where, incidentally, the troops of Hardegg had not moved more than usual. 
 
Dispositions taken by Macdonald.  --The movements outlined for the three corps of the army of Schwarzenberg 
during the day of 15th, had not only been enough to reveal the intentions of the Generalissimo to Macdonald, but had 
given him time to make dispositions and concentrate the little forces he could oppose the imminent attack of the 
Great Army.  The 15th, at 8 o'clock at night, he sent his instructions accordingly.  Saint-Germain, leaving 200  horses 
to Gérard, he placed in march without stopping towards the left bank of the stream of Rouilly.  The Brayer Division 
passing through Provins, had to settle next to General Leval in Richebourg and the cavalry of the 5th and 6th Corps. 
The 2nd Division of Oudinot staggered with the 7th Corps and occupied the area of the Filles-Dieu. Gérard, after 
evacuating the suburb of Pont, Le Port and Saint-Nicolas, stopped on the heights of Sourdun.  The 11th Corps pulled 
back its park to Donnemarie, evacuated Bray, destroying the bridge and staggered its weak divisions of generals 
Albert and Amey from the suburb of Bray up to Saint-Sauveur and to Ormes.4  The marshal was concentrating so 
they could, depending on the circumstances, either attack or receive the Allies with about 12,000 men.  General 
Pacthod, that was informed of these provisions by Oudinot was ordered to remain in Montereau and stay on guard. 
 
All these movements that should have been ended the 16th before day, were not completed until between noon and 1 
o'clock. 
 
7th and 8th sessions of the Congress of Châtillon.  --Meanwhile, the Allied plenipotentiaries had stated at the 
session held on the 13th at Châtillon they were unable to bring under discussion the brief presented by Caulaincourt, 
on 10 March.  The news of the victory of Laon had increased their demands and claims and, refusing to examine his 
verbal statement, they began by inviting the French Plenipotentiary to declare whether he planned to accept or reject 
the proposal submitted by the Allies or better come back to them with a counter proposal.  Caulaincourt, thanks to 
his patriotic efforts, however managed to snatch a last 36 hours delay, however, by pledging to submit, no later than 
the 15th in the morning, a counter proposal that he went in haste to establish and that he could not, for want of 
instructions, rest on the foundation of Frankfurt. 
 
The Duke of Vicence had no illusions about a situation that he so appreciated, by writing to the Emperor, at the end 
of the second session of the 13th:  "If we do not yield, we must renounce negotiating." 
 
The 15th in the morning, Caulaincourt had therefore prepared a proposal by which the Emperor renounced the 
Illyrian provinces, the French departments beyond the Rhine and beyond the Alps, except the Island of Elba, yielded 
the crown of Italy to Prince Eugene, recognized the independence of Holland under the Prince of Orange, of 
Germany, of Switzerland, of Italy and of Spain, returned to the Pope his possession of States, less the Duchy of 
Benevento, attributed to the Ionian Islands by Italy, the island of Malta to England, reclaimed for Bremen, Hamburg, 
Lübeck, Danzig and Raguse the privilege to be considered free cities and stipulated the maintenance of Princess 
Elisa in the Duchies of Lucca and Piombino, the principality of Neufchâtel to Berthier, the restoration of the King of 
Saxony, the awarding of the Grand Duchy of Berg to Murat, the conservation of properties and assets owned by the 
subjects of the various states in the country submitted or transferred to one of the belligerent powers.  Although 
Caulaincourt had added, having finished writing this piece, that he was ready to enter into discussion in a spirit of 
compromise on all items of his project, the Allied plenipotentiaries, who had greeted the communication with stony 
silence, were content to declare that it was impossible to give any answer on the spot and they would offer him a 
future conference. 
 
The outcome of the negotiations was no longer doubtful.  The last hopes of Caulaincourt were destroyed.  Peace was 
possible only if they accepted the proposals of the Allies. 
 
16 March.  --First dispositions of  Schwarzenberg.  --On the 15th, at eight o'clock in the evening, Schwarzenberg 
had sent from Pont to his corps commanders a first disposition which was nothing more than an amplification and 
                                                           
4Macdonald to Oudinot, Sourdun, 15 March, 9:30 in the evening; Macdonald, General Order, Sourdun, 8 o'clock at 
night; Macdonald to the Chief of Staff, 9 o'clock at night, and Macdonald to Gérard, 10 o'clock at night. (Archives of 
the War.) 
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paraphrasing of those that which it was impossible to comply by the noon before.  Like the latter, it was based, for 
real this time, by the French evacuation of the Nogent defile, for the objective of the occupation of the forest of 
Sourdun and if could be done, even that of Provins.  The VIth Corps was ordered to be master of the forest at nine in 
the morning and push at the same time the advanced guard of Pahlen from Saint-Martin-Chennetron to Provins.  The 
Vth Corps would go behind the VIth in Villenauxe and Chalautre-la-Grande.  The IVth would throw bridges at 
Nogent, crossing on to the right bank, sending from there its vanguard toward Bray and placing itself in support of 
the VIth Corps at Mériot and at Plessis-Mériot.  If, against all expectations, the enemy stood firm and remained on its 
position, the VIth Corps must form three columns at noon, the strongest, that of the right, in Saint-Martin-
Chennetron, that of the left at Saint-Féréol, that of the center at Fouchères.  Meanwhile, the Vth Corps having formed 
two columns, one whose head would be at Villegruis, the other at the level of Villenauxe.  The forest of the 
Traconne and Sézanne will remain occupied to cover the right of Wrede.  The VIth Corps would have in this case to 
make demonstrations.  Kaisarov would go from Sézanne to Montmirail.  Finally, the special instruction addressed to 
Crown Prince of Württemberg invited him to head Gyulay faster on Pont-sur-Yonne, who would have to send 
parties on Montereau, Moret and the Fontainebleau road, and with the intent of monitoring the line of the Loing with 
Prince Maurice of Liechtenstein posted at Joigny. 
 
The Generalissimo seems to have continued to adhere to the first of the hypothesis provided by the general 
disposition of 12th, and maneuvered in the idea that Napoleon defeated by Blücher, withdrew on Paris. 
 
The news that arrived on the evening of the 15th and on the night of 16th, both in Pont-sur-Seine and at the 
headquarters of the sovereigns in Troyes, was soon to disabuse him and motivate sending a second disposition. The 
15th in the evening, from the first information received coming into Troyes, anxiety seized not only the entourage of 
the sovereigns, but especially the Russian Emperor whose feverish agitation and momentary disorder contrasted 
sharply with the calm and composure he had kept until then in the middle of the most critical and most difficult 
circumstances.  A dispatch from General Davidoff from Châlons on the 15th in the morning and arrived in the 
evening between six and seven o'clock in Troyes, announcing the retaking of Reims, the defeat, the wounding of 
Saint-Priest and the march of the French on Châlons, and making foreseeable the evacuation of this last city and the 
retrograde motion of the general detachment, of the parks, the pontoons and the baggage on Vitry, was enough to 
throw into disarray the spirits, awakening poorly extinguished fears.  One had so little expected to see Napoleon 
resume the offensive that was attributed to an event, in reality secondary, as the taking of Reims, an importance 
quite abnormal, and that the Emperor Alexander, exaggerating consequences of this unexpected movement, unable 
to appreciate the scope and the consequences, already saw the guards and Russian and Prussian reserves crushed by 
the Emperor.  The Tsar immediately ordered to attach the report of Davidoff, who went to Schwarzenberg in Pont-
le-Roi, in the course of the night, a few words requiring the Generalissimo, to immediately start to think of, and 
what was going on his side, and what he intended to do to mitigate an imminent attack against the right, or more 
probably in the rear against the Allies. 
 
Toll, who was handed the dispatches of the Czar, woke Schwarzenberg right away and called for a Council of War 
in Pont-le-Roi immediately.  Added to the information provided by Davidoff, while they were deliberating, was first 
a dispatch from Tettenborn, from Epernay, 15 March, at eleven in the morning, confirming the events of Reims and 
indicating a march of the French from Reims on Épernay, then a note from Captain Bergmann, transmitted by 
Kaisarov, stating the general occupation of Dormans by the French, their movement on Épernay and the retreat of 
Tettenborn on Vitry.5 
 
Second disposition of Schwarzenberg.  --He was to immediately take a part.  It was, indeed, in the elaborate plans 
of operations developed by Schwarzenberg and Diebitsch, considered a possibility of a movement of the Emperor 
against Châlons and the rear of the Great Army after a victory over Blücher; but one did not believe such a 
movement after a French defeat.  It could therefore, be rightly wondered if Napoleon, instead of coming on Châlons 
and the lines of communications of the Great Army, would not have preferred to fall back again against the left of 
the Army of Silesia; if Blücher, who had not followed, could neither reach nor the fight again on 17th or 18th on the 
Marne.  Anyway, it was necessary to hasten the concentration on the Aube to be able to join hands with the Army of 
Silesia if it were victorious, and oppose the march that the Emperor, if he was a victor, executed by the right bank of 
the Marne in the direction of Brienne.  The seemed from all the information that one had at that time, that Napoleon 
                                                           
5STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
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wanted to threaten the right of the Great Army, surprise it before it could concentrate in the rear and prevent it from 
joining Blücher. 
 
Schwarzenberg decided then to immediately cover his line of communications with the Aube and strengthen his 
right; then he had to go to concentrate on the position of Trannes "that forms like a wall opposing the advance of the 
enemy between the Aube and the Marne."6  
 
At two in the morning one wrote accordingly at Pont-le-Roi, the following provision: 
 
"The Vth Corps concentrates at Arcis; it leaves on the heights of Faux its cavalry responsible for supporting the VIth 
Corps and maintaining communications with it.  The cavalry will connect with the General Kaisarov, posted at Fère-
Champenoise and occupies Sézanne.  A light cavalry detachment will go to Vitry-Le-Français and maintain 
communications with the General Davidoff." 
 
"The VIth Corps will concentrate in Montpothier." 
 
"The IVth remains on the positions it occupies and guards Pont-le-Roi by a brigade of infantry, some cavalry and two 
batteries." 
 
"The IIIrd falls back by the road from Troyes." 
 
"The guards and reserves are massed between Brienne and Bar-sur-Aube.  The headquarters is in Arcis." 
 
At the same time, the Generalissimo believed it necessary to add for Barclay de Tolly some additional information. 
"Your Excellency knows," he wrote him,7 "if the bulk of the enemy's army moves against us, we would post 
ourselves at Trannes.  So I think it good to focus my army at Trannes, and I beg Your Excellency to give orders to 
this effect to the guards and reserves." 
 
To General Rayevsky, he also addressed special instructions.  "It is important to stop now," he wrote him,8 "the 
movement on Provins.  General Rayevsky taking a concentrated position on the heights of Montpothier, so as to 
repel less serious attacks, avoid engaging against an enemy superior in number, and in this case fall back on Pont-
sur-Seine.  However, it is important not to provoke a forward movement of the enemy by a hasty and premature 
retirement.  I count on your corps that will be supported by the Vth to delay the advance of the enemy.  General 
Kaisarov continues to occupy Sézanne and Fère-Champenoise.  The IVth Corps will take the side of Pont-sur-Seine." 
 
The Generalissimo, however, was content to inform the Emperor of Austria that "in accordance with previously 
accepted principles, he concentrated his army and transferred the same day his headquarters to Arcis."  Finally, 
Schwarzenberg had even ordered the pontoon bridge equipment to leave immediately for Méry, sending to Plancy 6 
to 10 pontoons and stand ready to make at first notice, bridges on both points. 
 
Third disposition of Schwarzenberg.  --But this second disposition itself was still far from final.  The information 
had not ceased to reach Pont-le-Roi for the rest of the night and the early hours of the morning.  First, it was a 
second dispatch from General Davidoff giving notice of the entry of the French at Châlons, and a note from 
Kaisarov indicating the progress of the French cavalry from Épernay on Vertus; as for the others, the reports from 
the VIth and IVth Corps and let them know that the defile of Nogent was free.  The Generalissimo then thought that it 
was time do take advantage of the retrograde motion of the Duke of Tarente and at nine o'clock in the morning, a 
third disposition came to change instructions previously sent to the VIth and IVth Corps and the Cossacks of 
Kaisarov. 
 

                                                           
6STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
 
7Schwarzenberg to Barclay de Tolly, Pont-sur-Seine, 16 March, 2 o'clock in the morning. (Ibid., III, 285.) 
 
8Schwarzenberg to General Rayevsky, Pont-sur-Seine, 16 March, 2 o'clock in the morning. (Ibid., III. 287.) 
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Rayevsky was ordered a new to push the advanced guard of Pahlen to Provins, to make occupy the forest of Sourdun 
by Prince Eugene of Württemberg, keeping the rest of his corps at Montpothier and at Saint-Féréol.  The IVth Corps 
was to comply with the orders contained in the original disposition. 
 
Kaisarov was to send parties to Montmirail and Épernay, and on the road to Châlons from Arcis.  The second 
disposition remained in force for the other corps. 
 
We cannot begin its consideration of the movements of the Great Army during the 16th without briefly summarizing 
these three dispositions. 
 
The first was, if compared to the other two, an offensive; wanting to attack and chase Macdonald from Provins. The 
second acted to concentrate in the rear that nothing justifies and that was either too late if Napoleon did not stop at 
Reims and marched by Châlons on Vitry and rear of the army, or too premature and unnecessary if he had been 
followed by Blücher from whom one had no news.  The third was a little half-measure, sound in all respects: he 
could either overpower Macdonald, as we had intended in the beginning, or take a position either at Trannes or at 
Arcis. But one could not expect great results in a maneuver that placed in march one corps, the VIth, against Provins, 
a column of the IVth on Bray, while the rest of the army was scattered around the environs of Sens up to about the 
Aube at Arcis, Brienne, Doulevant and Bar-sur-Aube. 
 
Instead of simply giving some air to his left before turning against the Emperor, to simply snatch a few kilometers of 
land, it would have been easy and useful, not only to prevent the Duke Tarante to arrive in time at Arcis, but to 
annihilate, thanks to a strong offensive, the remains of the small army that Macdonald had concentrated around 
Provins. 
 
Orders and counter orders given to the IIIrd Corps.  --On the left wing, Prince Maurice Liechtenstein was in 
Joigny. Seslavin had hardly moved.  Gyulay, staying at Sens, even in the afternoon, was about three hours away, 
received from the Crown Prince of Württemberg, orders to set off in movement towards Troyes, passing it the same 
day, with the bulk his corps, Villeneuve-l'Archevêque, to recall the Crenneville Division to about Pont-sur-Vanne, 
entrusting the care of coverage of Sens to Seslavin and recall the Württemberg mounted jäger from Pont-sur-Yonne 
to Thorigny, where they were to join Crenneville.  But the movement orders were not sent before a new dispatch 
from the Crown Prince of Württemberg to Gyulay enjoined him to remain motionless on his old positions. 
 
The IVth Corps remains on the left bank of the Seine.  --Despite the departure of the last French outposts, the 
column head of the IVth Corps only debouched to the right bank of the Seine and occupied the suburb of Pont, that 
about one o'clock in the afternoon.  When the Crown Prince of Württemberg was preparing to cross the few cavalry 
regiments he wanted to head by Gouaix on Everly, while the Count Antoine Hardegg by the left bank would 
demonstrate on Bray, to require, for this combined action, the French to give him passage, he received the Prince 
Eugene of Württemberg notes letting him know that Pahlen was at Saint-Martin-Chennetron, an infantry brigade and 
four squadrons were held in Saint-Féréol, that Ilovaysky with his Cossacks watched the vicinity of Mériot but there 
was still in the forest of Sourdun four French battalions, with cavalry and some guns.  The Crown Prince, moving 
his person to Mériot, recognized that the path leading to Bray ran at the foot of the position occupied by the French 
and a movement in that city could have drawbacks and dangers.  He resolved, therefore, not only to give up this 
diversion, but keep the bulk of the IVth Corps in the vicinity of Nogent.  Meanwhile, the French troops had 
evacuated Bray, destroyed the bridge and left on the right bank 300 men and two guns.  Hardegg who at once 
occupied the city, was sent towards evening to Mériot by the Crown Prince, who pushed some troops on to the right 
bank, charged to force the French to leave the banks of the Seine in front of Bray.9 
 
Positions of the VIth Corps.  --The 16th in the morning, Pahlen, with the advanced guard of the VIth Corps was in 
position in front of Saint-Martin-Chennetron; Prince Eugene in support of this vanguard behind the village. 
Gorchakov occupied the heights of Montpothier, and Prince Shakhovsky those of Chalautre-La Grande.  At six in 
the morning, this general noticed and reported the evacuation of the suburb of Nogent and the retrograde motion of 
the French, who only left in the woods of Sourdun some troops that went a little later than Prince Eugene of 
                                                           
9STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März 1814.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., 
III, 1.) 
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Württemberg , to make known the presence of the Crown Prince.  The information provided by Shakhovsky had 
reached Rayevsky sometime after the receipt of the second disposition and the special instructions that accompanied 
it.  The Russian general had therefore taken all steps to fall back from an attack by greater numbers, not on Pont-le-
Roi, because he had used a wrong road, but Arcis-sur-Aube.  Bound by the orders he had received, Rayevsky had 
merely observed the movement of French by some cavalry squadrons who reconnoitered the position of the enemy 
outposts at Léchelle and Cormeron and the existence of a concentration evaluated at strengths of 8,000 men10 beside 
Luboin and Lugrand. 
 
Fighting at Cormeron and at Lunay.  --As Marshal Macdonald was preparing to carry out a general 
reconnaissance directed against Saint-Martin-Chennetron, Rayevsky, to whom General Trappe had brought the third 
disposition and instructions of Schwarzenberg, was, meanwhile, making preparations for an attack and preventing 
the movement of the French, launched, at five o'clock on Léchelle and Lunay, Prince Eugene of Württemberg, while 
on the left of the VIth Corps, Prince Shakhovsky had orders to flush out the troops of Gérard from the forest of 
Sourdun and to bear down against the right side of the position of Macdonald. 
 
Prince Eugene of Württemberg immediately marched on the park and castle of Houssay and Saint-Martin-des-
Champs, General Rebrikov with his Cossacks and the uhlans of Tchougouiev, that he charged with outflanking the 
French left and who had even less difficulty in fulfilling his mission than did the cavalry 
 
Milhaud and Saint-Germain did not even try to thwart his progress and slow his movement.  The Prince, with his 
infantry followed by the brigade of cuirassiers of General Leontief, marching to the left of Rebrikov, moved against 
Léchelle, the French outposts evacuated without a fight.  At six o'clock, while he was preparing the attack of Lunay 
by his artillery, Prince Eugene took from the French tirailleurs Cormeron but without being able to dislodge thickets 
of the nearby woods, where their fire prevented the Russians from debouching from Cormeron and heading on 
Richebourg.  General Leval, launching at that time one of his brigades, managed not only to return to the village, but 
to maintain it until 7 o'clock. 
 
A new attack of Russians finally drove the French from Cormeron; but the artillery fire of Leval and the French 
troops entering the line to collect the defenders of Cormeron stopped the further progress of Prince Eugene who, 
happier on his right, had, in the meantime, taken the village of Lunay. 
 
The beautiful resistance of the troops of General Leval, the presence on the plateau of troops who had not yet taken 
part, the effectiveness of the French artillery persuaded Prince Eugene of Württemberg to await to renew his attack, 
the entrance into the line of Shakhovsky who he was still missing.  Although strengthened by the hussars of Grodno 
and the brigade of cuirassiers of General Stahl, Shakhovsky had been unable to dislodge the battalions of Duhesme 
from the forest of Sourdun.  In any case, however, it was impossible for Prince Eugene of Württemberg to undertake 
anything.  Night had fallen, and his troops, like those of Leval, bivouacked in their positions, while the battalions of 
Duhesme took advantage of darkness to fall back, unmolested, on Provins.11 
 
Movements of the Vth Corps and positions of the guards and reserves.  --Wrede had received in the morning, 
before five o'clock, the first dispositions and immediately sent to Frimont the order to move with the divisions of 
Spleny and La Motte and the Bavarian cavalry brigade of Vieregg up to the environs of Villenauxe, so as to form 
there in two columns, awaiting further orders and cantoned between Villenauxe and Chalautre-la-Grande, in case the 

                                                           
10Major General Trappe to Schwarzenberg, Villenauxe, 16 March, 8 o'clock at night. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 292.)  
 
This information is confirmed by the report from General Grundler, Chief of Staff of Macdonald, to the Minister, 
dated from Provins, 16 March (Archives of the War): "The Marshal has reunited on the plateaus behind Léchelle the 
divisions of Leval, Brayer and Rottembourg, in total, 7,000 to 8,000 men, plus the 5th and 6th Cavalry Corps.  
General Gérard held the position of La Fontaine-aux-Bois at Sourdun.  The 2nd Cavalry Corps had been sent in the 
morning to cover Rouilly and scout our left." 
 
11Journal of Operations of Prince Eugene of Württemberg (Topographical Archives, no 47344) and Major General 
Trappe to Schwarzenberg, Villenauxe, 16 March, 8 o'clock at night (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 292). 
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enemy would had evacuated these towns.  The two brigades of the division Rechberg would remain in support at 
Anglure and at Plancy. 
 
In the afternoon, the infantry of Frimont had reached Montgenost; the general had given notice of his presence on 
this point to Rayevsky, being warned at the same time of the movement of Kaisarov12 from Sézanne on Montmirail, 
when he received in the evening the communication of the second disposition and the order from Wrede (having left 
Plancy at noon) to retreat by Potangis on Arcis, establish the division of La Motte in Champfleury, the Volkmann 
brigade in Salon, the cavalry at Faux and to push the Spleny Division up to Arcis.  The troops of Frimont having to 
go through difficult and muddy trails had to march all night to get closer to the positions that had been assigned to 
them and that it was to them, moreover, impossible to reach. 
 
Later in the evening the Rechberg Division had returned to settle in Herbisse and the headquarters of Wrede at 
Allibaudières.13 
 
The guards and Russian and Prussian reserves occupied, straddling the Aube, positions that allowed them to reach 
Vitry in a single march, a little rough to be truthful.  Colonel de La Roche with the cavalry of the Prussian Guard, 
was ahead of Arcis in Mailly with posts at Sommesous and Sompuis, that sent patrols towards Châlons and Vitry; 
General Chalikov with the light cavalry of the Russian Guard, had not moved from Gourgançon; his advanced guard 
provided from Sommesous patrols going towards Vitry, Vatry, Vertus, Châlons and Pont-Saint-Prix.  The grenadiers 
were at Champigny-sur-Aube, the Prussian and Baden guards were at Lhuître, Russian Guards at Ramerupt, the 1st 
Division of Cuirassiers at Donnement and 3rd in Saint-Étienne-sous-Barbuise. 
 
The flying corps stood: that of Tettenborn at Coole,14 that of Kaisarov beside Montmirail.15 Rayevsky, although 
knowing from Frimont that Sézanne was abandoned from the departure of Kaisarov had rightly found that, despite 
its importance, this point was too far from the positions occupied by his corps to be able to send people to risk it. 
 
Macdonald evacuates Provins during the night of the 16th to 17th.  --By the time the Emperor established his new 
line of operation by Meaux, La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, Chateau-Thierry, Epernay and Reims, where Ney occupied 
Châlons, Macdonald, although he managed to retain his positions throughout the 16th, by fear of being overwhelmed 
the next day by his left and thrown back in the wrong position ahead of Provins backed by ravines, not knowing in 
the end whether the road from Rozoy was covered and if the French had troops on the Marne, had decided evacuate 
Provins the 17th before the day and come post between Provins and Nangis.  Oudinot, leaving his rearguard at Les 
Filles-Dieu and Haute-Maison and reserves at the entrance of the city, was to come take a position at Vulaines his 
left at Cucharmoy.  One of the divisions of the 11th Corps stood at Maison Rouge, the other at Saint-Sauveur, 
Donnemarie and Villeneuve-les-Bordes.  All the cavalry covered the left of the Marshal.  General Gérard once again 
formed the rear guard and stood behind Provins, after having left an extreme rear guard infantry in La Chapelle-
Saint-Hubert and a cavalry party behind Sourdun. 
 
Pacthod remained in Montereau, where he was to only if he were forced by a superior force. 
 
Souham and Allix were informed that they would receive their subsequent instructions from the Minister of War. 
 
State of mind at the headquarters of the Allies.  --If the Duke of Tarente had been suspecting what had happened 
during the day at the headquarters of Schwarzenberg and the sovereigns, he certainly would not have taken this 
resolution that prudence and reason advised, but to which he would not have decided if he had been aware of the 
causes that brought the unexpected shutdown of the offensive movement of the Great army which had the inevitable 

                                                           
12General Trappe to Schwarzenberg, Villenauxe, 16 March, 8 o'clock at night (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 292.) 
 
13TAXIS, Tagebuch (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32), and STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der 
Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1). 
 
14Tettenborn to Schwarzenberg, Coole. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 310.) 
 
15General Trappe to Schwarzenberg. (Ibid., III, 292.) 
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consequence of making him unable to take part in the battle of Arcis. 
 
The insignificant attack of Schwarzenberg had the kind of results which, while not having been anticipated by the 
Generalissimo, provided to the Allied cause a service that one was left too far in the shade.  Indeed, despite the 
incessant and forced daily counter-orders, the Generalissimo had reached his goal.  The IIIrd Corps, before it began 
its movement, had been ordered to stay in Sens.  The Vth Corps alone had to bear the consequences of events and 
execute a night march of the most painful sort.  It was nevertheless certain that the 16th in the evening, thanks to the 
multiplicity of dispositions repeated again and again, that the vast army was scattered from Joigny, from Sens, from 
Bray, from Sourdun and from Léchelle up to Mailly, Pougy and Lesmont. 
 
Moreover, amid the general confusion, that anxiety who had won over even the Emperor of Russia, Schwarzenberg 
was almost alone in managing to keep everything quiet, through his sangfroid.  Each new report that reached the 
headquarters gave rise to new strategies proposed by countless flapping advisers around the sovereigns. 
 
Although Blücher came, in his letter of 12 March,16 to give notice of his plans to resume the offensive the 13th 
against Napoleon, that he supposed in retreat on Meaux or on Chateau-Thierry, Radetzky believed that the Field 
Marshal should attack the Emperor in Reims.  Barclay de Tolly and Diebitsch did not consider the movement on 
Reims and Épernay as an operation to mask the intentions of Napoleon and allow him to turn against Blücher.  For 
this reason, they asked to hue and cry for permission to push up to the Marne on Châlons and Vitry.  Duka, however, 
rejected the ideas of Radetzky, who persisted in believing in the certainty of the defeat of Napoleon beside Reims, 
wanting to be thrown on him to crush him between the two Allied armies. 
 
As for the Emperor Alexander, his impatience and concern were such that they gave a real concern to his entourage 
and Volkonsky confidentially writing to Toll, said:  "In a word, we know not what we want.  For God's sake, calm 
us, reassure us.  I am wasting my time writing to all sides." 
 
17 March.  --Movement orders of Schwarzenberg.  --Amid this feverish agitation, caused largely by fear, 
Schwarzenberg remained perfectly calm and in control of himself.  If he does not share the point of view of his chief 
of staff, he still believed less in the retirement of Napoleon on Paris.  That is why in the meantime, the information 
that should enlighten him, he took the wise course to keep the concentrated at Arcis and Troyes, covering therefore 
the position of Trannes and his line of retreat.  Such measures were hardly made to calm the impatience and dispel 
concerns and, if we want to get a sense of irritation that caused the disposition of the 17th and a sudden stop in the 
offensive operations against the marshals , it suffices to read the letter that Colonel Böcke, adjutant of the Emperor 
of Russia, sent 17 March from Saint-Martin-Chennetron to Toll: 
 
"My General,17 accept the homage of my deepest gratitude for the kind letter which you were good enough to honor 
me with.  You can believe me on my word suspect without the slightest flattery, that if one hopes to so slightly, it is 
only in the magnanimity of our good and excellent Emperor and the advice of the worthy pupil of Kutuzov and his 
worthy companion Diebitsch.  If the Austrian stupidity is not reasoned (I'm afraid), the terrible and ridiculous 
lessons at the same time that we force the enemy to give us will finally open the eyes of this unfortunate 
GREENHORN (VERDURE) or rather Viennese FILTH (ORDURE).  Is it possible to play such a role so sublime in 
a miserable time in the annals of history!" 
 
"I want to believe that the big hero can give birth to twins, but I despair that without the caesarean operation, one 
(cannot) deliver a healthy idea." 
 
"I'm enraged at everything we do and especially what we do not.  For the love of God, sir, give me 200 Cossacks 
and sent me to be with Wellington.  If it is out of stupidity, I prefer one that is chivalrous to a sort of made up 
Imperial and Royal privilege." 
 
"We attacked yesterday with less than 8,000 Russians, Macdonald who had all told 20,000 men, among whom the 
beautiful cavalry Milhaud and Trelliard deserters have counted up to 24 regiments.  For 3 divisions (18 regiments) I 
                                                           
16Blücher to Schwarzenberg, Laon, 14 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 229.) 
 
17Letter (in French) cited by BERNHARDI: Toll, Denkwürdigkeiten, V, 422. 
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answered." 
 
"Macdonald retired, not on Provins, but in the direction of La Ferté-Gaucher.  Our infantry crossed the Seine where 
all the bridges have been taken away.  At Plancy, he will remain one and all, to what one said." 
 
"Kaisarov was pressed yesterday by 2,000 French horse towards Sézanne." 
 
"Here we will see if the enemy occupies this passage that no one prevents him from doing. " 
 
The Generalissimo had sent orders at 2 o'clock in the morning.  "The guards and reserves will concentrate on their 
positions of the 16th.  The VIth Corps occupies the defile of Nogent and is staggered up to Méry.  The IVth Corps will 
come half way to Troyes.  The IIIrd Corps will approach the city.  The Vth Corps will be established on the left bank 
of the Aube by Arcis.  Its outposts in Mailly communicating with generals Tettenborn and Kaisarov." 
 
The Generalissimo sought by that disposition to repair, as far as possible, the fault he had committed in 
disseminating his army from the Yonne to the Aube.  He wanted, first, to prepare to take the offensive if the success 
of the Army of Silesia would have allowed him to do so safely and above all to be able to deploy in a manner so as 
to be able to mass his army in a position like that of Trannes, as soon as the Imperial Army, debouching from 
Châlons, would draw much movement against the right of the Great Army. 
 
Unable to move more quickly to remedy the faults committed previously, to repair the damage caused by too 
prolonged inaction and devoid of serious thought, Schwarzenberg, given the circumstances, it was right to 
recognize, he could not do otherwise.  Finally, it is important to remember that just when, on 17 March, the Emperor 
left Reims to go with his Old Guard to Épernay, he had not yet finalized his plan of operations and had written by 
the Chief of Staff to Marmont:  "It is possible that His Majesty returns to Reims or moves on Châlons; events will 
decide." 
 
The Emperor himself still hesitant to take over the departure, the Generalissimo could not, therefore, as he also said, 
that search by the preparatory movements to bring the bulk of his army in a central position and await events while 
gradually bringing his various corps nearer to those of his right wing. 
 
Marches and positions of the corps of the Allied Great Army.  --As a result, the guards and reserves massed the 
17th between Lesmont and Bar-sur-Aube.  The light cavalry of the Russian guard, under the Prussian cavalry of 
Colonel de La Roche at Brébant and Sompuis, occupied to the right of Margerie, sent patrols on Vitry, Saint-Dizier, 
and Châlons, connecting to the right with the Prussian vedettes in Châtillon-sur-Broué, to the left at Sommesous 
with the Cossacks.  The bulk of the cavalry of General Chalikov bivouacked in Braux-le-Grand.  Colonel de La 
Roche, pushed to the right up to Montier-en-Der, was connected with the Russian light cavalry by Braucourt and 
Châtillon-sur-Broué and scouted on Vitry and Saint-Dizier.  The 3rd Division of Cuirassiers with the horse artillery 
serving as reserves and support to these two groups, was established in tight quarters at Perthes-en-Rothière. The 
grenadiers occupied on the Voire Lassicourt and Rosnay; the Russian, Prussian and Baden Guards, La Rothière and 
Dienville.  The 1st Division of Cuirassiers with the reserve artillery went to Arsonval, and Barclay's headquarters to 
Brienne-le-Château. 
 
The troops of Frimont rejoined on the left bank of the Aube the part of the Vth Corps which had already occupied 
Arcis.  But this long and arduous march of nearly 36 hours had completely exhausted and demoralized the corps to 
which they had been imposed.  Three Austrian battalions, covered by the dragoons of Knesevich and the 
Schwarzenberg Uhlans at Mesnil-la-Comtesse and at Saint-Etienne-sous-Barbuise, also occupied the city of Arcis. 
 
A Bavarian light horse brigade sent on to the right bank, was established in Mailly, watching the road of Vitry and 
of Châlons, of Vertus and of Sézanne and ensuring communication with the Cossacks.18 
 
In the VIth Corps, it was impossible to perform the movements prescribed by the Generalissimo.  Macdonald's 
rearguard remained ahead of Provins, in the presence of the troops of Pahlen and Prince Eugene of Württemberg, 
                                                           
18STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
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and as it was known that the bulk of the French corps was still standing at a little distance from Provins on the road 
to Nangis it was feared, that evacuating from the position of Saint-Martin-Chennetron and the forest of Sourdun that 
Shakhovsky had occupied in the morning would give warning and cause a new movement ahead of the Marshal. 
Prince Eugene of Württemberg therefore resolved to wait until evening to bring his infantry to Nogent and Pont-le-
Roi and leave some of the cavalry of Pahlen around Saint-Martin-Chennetron, and the Cossacks of Ilovaysky before 
the forest of Sourdun.  The bulk of the advanced guard of Pahlen took up the position at the level of Mériot. The 
corps of Gorchakov had, during the day, marched from Nogent and Pont up to about Méry. 
 
The Crown Prince of Württemberg had been consequently forced to leave at Nogent and at Pont two of his brigades 
who marched after the arrival of the corps of Prince Eugene of.  It had been the same for the Württemberg mounted 
jäger who only occupied Bray, since Count Antoine Hardegg with his division had taken the path from Arcis to 
rejoin the Vth Corps.  The bulk of the IVth Corps had nevertheless started in the morning its march on Troyes.  It 
stopped in the evening at the level of Saint-Martin-de-Bossenay and of Échemines.18 
 
It would have been, it seems, more rational to do otherwise.  It would have sufficed, indeed, instead of returning the 
VIth Corps on Méry, let Pahlen and Prince Eugene of Württemberg on the positions they occupied in Saint-Martin-
Chennetron and beside Sourdun, and bring - what could have been done in the morning without being noticed by the 
French - Gorchakov to Nogent and Pont-le-Roi.  It would also have allowed the IVth Corps to arrive at least the 17th 
in the evening at Méry. 
 
The IIIrd Corps would also not had to have reached in one march the cantonments that were given him.  The order to 
march on Villemaur with its main body, to bring Crenneville to Villeneuve-l'Archevêque and to entrust the 
surveillance of the Aube to Seslavin was, in fact, received by Gyulay in the afternoon. 
 
Although he did not take longer than a moment to get under way, Gyulay had to stop in the evening in Villeneuve-
l'Archevêque with the divisions of Weiss and Fresnel that were put in motion at midnight to arrive with them the 
18th in the morning at Villemaur.  Crenneville, from Saint-Martin, did not get beyond Sens that he entered at the 
same time as Seslavin.19  Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, who only received in the night at Joigny the order to return 
on the road to Dijon, could not leave for Saint-Florentin until the 18th in the morning. 
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