
© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 

The Napoleon Series 

The Campaign of 1814: Chapter 17, Part III 

By: Maurice Weil 

Translated by: Greg Gorsuch 

THE CAMPAIGN OF 1814 

(after the documents of the imperial and royal archives of Vienna) 

_____________________ 

THE ALLIED CAVALRY 

DURING THE CAMPAIGN OF 1814 

________________________ 

CHAPTER XVII. 

OPERATIONS OF THE ALLIED GREAT ARMY AGAINST THE MARSHELS UP TO THE MARCH OF THE 
EMPEROR ON ARCIS-SUR-AUBE.  -- OPERATIONS AGAINST THE EMPEROR UP TO THE REUNION 
WITH THE ARMY OF SILESIA.  -- OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY OF SILESIA FROM 18 TO 23 MARCH.  -- 
OPERATIONS OF THE EMPEROR AND THE ALLIED ARMIES DURING THE DAY OF MARCH 24. 

_________ 

ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 

New plan of operations of Schwarzenberg.  --However, everything remained quiet beside Bray. 

While Diebitsch and Toll were performing with Schwarzenberg the mission that the Emperor Alexander had 
entrusted to them and conferred with the Generalissimo for most of the day, one had, according to Taxis,1 received 
news, still vague because they came in a roundabout way, of  the Battle of Laon and retreat of Napoleon on 
Soissons.  Schwarzenberg, while recognizing that the time for action had arrived, however, could not bring himself 
to take a definitive part before the official confirmation of the authenticity of news was clearly established.  The 
very terms in which the letter was constructed2 that Volkonsky addressed at the proposal, on the order of the Czar to 

1TAXIS, Tagebuch. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII. 32.) 

2Letter of Prince Volkonsky to Prince Schwarzenberg, Chaumont, 12 March.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv, III, 207, original 
text in French.) 

"Monseigneur, I hasten to communicate to your Highness the news I have just received from Count de Saint-Priest." 

"His Majesty has asked me to tell you that He believes that an offensive movement at this moment is more than ever 
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the Generalissimo, are proof that the sovereigns themselves still had the 12th in evening, insufficient and incomplete 
information on events whose theater of action had been the plain of Laon.  Under these circumstances, it was natural 
that the Generalissimo was preoccupied in advance of the examination and solution of different situations in which 
events could place him. 
 
As shown in the letter of Volkonsky, one had considered during the day of the 12th, three assumptions and 
accordingly prepared three plans of operation which completed the measures already studied and that the 
Generalissimo had presented to the sovereigns forty-eight hours before. 
 
First hypothesis: Napoleon defeated by Blucher, goes into retreat on Paris. 
 
In this case and in accordance with the provisions contained in the draft of 10 March, the Great Army is 
concentrated around Provins and moved on Melun.  The Generalissimo, entering, as always, into details of the 
movements, then proposes to mass, 13 March, the VIth Corps between Pont-le-Roi and Méry, to direct it, either on 
Arcis, or on Villenauxe, to post the Vth Corps in Arcis, to march the IIIrd Corps, rather than on Sens but on Prunay, 
to reunite the IVth Corps between Prunay and Avon-la-Pèze, and the guards and reserves between Brienne and 
Montier-en-Der. 
 
The Great Army straddled at that time on the Seine, would have passed entirely onto the right bank the next day. 
The IIIrd and IVth Corps had to cross the river at Pont and Nogent-le-Roi, while the Vth and VIth Corps would march, 
one on Sézanne, the other on Villenauxe, and the guards and reserves would come to Arcis-sur-Aube. 
 
On the 15th, the whole army of Schwarzenberg would reassemble between Provins and Nangis; Blücher looking to 
arrive at Meaux and would affect anew his junction.  The 16th a general march of the corps of the Great Army on 
Melun. 
 
This was there, again according to the letter of Volkonsky, the hypothesis whose achievement seemed most likely to 
the sovereigns, the hypothesis on which they stopped and for which one maneuvered. 
 
The second hypothesis supposed that Napoleon, beating Blücher, moved by Châlons, against the right of 
Schwarzenberg, and came to Châlons the 15th of March. 
 
One would then propose to concentrate the whole army between Arcis-sur-Aube and Méry, with the exception of the 
IIIrd Corps, left at Troyes and on the Seine, the Cossacks of Seslavin in Saint-Valérien, and Prince Maurice 
Liechtenstein in Joigny.  The guards and reserves were then in Saint-Dizier. 
 
On 14 March, the bulk of the army, excepting the IIIrd Corps, would be entirely formed on the right bank of the 
Aube, from Sompuis to Ramerupt, and the guards having continued their march from Saint-Dizier to Vitry, where 
the whole army would reunite on the 15th. 
 
Finally, in a third hypothesis, one assumes that Napoleon wanted without having to compete with Blücher, would go 
on Châlons.  In this case, after moving, the 14th, the Vth and VIth Corps on Arcis, the IIIrd and IVth on Troyes, guards 
and reserves from Saint-Dizier on Joinville or from Arcis on Brienne, one would have brought, on the 15th, the first 
                                                           
indispensable." 
 
"As I was finishing this letter, General Diebitsch arrived with the plans of your Highness based on three different 
assumptions." 
 
"Given the state of things with Marshal Blücher where Napoleon is said to appear to have some temporary checks, 
His Majesty believes that at present it would be more proper to stick to the first assumption that which the 
sovereigns will not refuse their approval." 
 
"Please let me know as soon as possible your decision on this item to put under the eyes of His Majesty, and agree 
to, etc." 
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two corps from Brienne, the other two on Vendeuvre and the guards on Chaumont.  The 16th, the four corps should 
have come to Bar-sur-Aube, and the 17th, the whole army would have taken position in Chaumont. 
 
It should be noted, in this regard, said the Field Marshal Lieutenant Gallina, in the beautiful work that is entitled: 
Armee-Leitung und Truppenführung in ihren Wechselbeziehungen, that the orders coming from Schwarzenberg 
certainly prove that he intended to put the Great Army in motion after receiving positive news on the direction taken 
by Napoleon, and the status and situation of the Army of Silesia.  Now, as for executing each of the movements in 
these planned orders and were subject to different assumptions, the army needed four days, the command would 
have to have known at least four days in advance the direction of march chosen by the enemy. 
 
One can, it is true, when it takes place, as it was in the case of an enemy posted on ones flank, to arrive, thanks to the 
activity of the cavalry, know approximately what daily positions are occupied by the enemy; but it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to find out in advance the direction it will impose on the following days of its march.  For example, it 
was unclear whether, after taking over Reims, Napoleon would move from there on Provins, rather than Chaumont 
or an intermediate point between the two cities and course of the Aube. 
 
It had also taken as the basis of these assumptions and accepted as positive and indisputable fact, impossible for 
Napoleon to reach the Marne before 16 March. 
 
If events had not vindicated this supposition, it is no less certain that they would have perfectly and just as easily 
demonstrated its falsity and inanity. 
 
For it was not until 13 March that Schwarzenberg learned, by emissaries and travelers, - therefore, an absolutely 
accidentally and unreliable sources - that there had been serious commitments at Craonne and Laon.  Furthermore, it 
is urgent to notice that 12 March, the day he launched his potential orders, the Generalissimo was completely 
unaware of the movements of Napoleon and the fate of Blücher.  It was known only to the headquarters of 
Schwarzenberg, that Napoleon had crossed the Marne on 3 March. 
 
But, from La Ferté-sous-Jouarre to Laon, there are more than four days of marching: from Châlons to Laon, there is 
no fewer; therefore eight days of marching in total; so that Napoleon could not be returned to the Marne before 11 
March. 
 
But to declare that he could not bring back his army before the 16th, it would have had to be certain - and it could not 
be - that Blücher would succeed in delaying five days the march of the French on Laon.  Moreover, there was no 
evidence that Napoleon would drive to Laon and that, merely having forced the Army of Silesia to fall back, he 
would not about face on his way back quickly on the Marne. 
 
This is perhaps why Schwarzenberg hesitated, until receiving positive news to push westwards his army which, in 
truth, he did not move until 5 March.  It seems, indeed, that from that moment, he had above all wanted to be able to 
effect the concentration in one of three directions he planned in his orders of the 12th, and neglected, on the other 
hand, looking after the date on which Napoleon could come back to him.  Finally, it is obvious that he should have, 
above all, found and applied the means that would have enabled him to discover the direction taken by Napoleon. 
Such an operation was certainly difficult, but it was far from being unenforceable. 
 
If, after taking over Reims on the 13th, Napoleon was able to continue marching on Brienne, if he had not been 
forced to stay in Reims from the 14th to 17th, he would have certainly debouched, with his army, beside Brienne the 
17th at the latest.  But it was not until that 16th at night, that Schwarzenberg was informed of the taking of Reims, and 
it would have been him, therefore, absolutely impossible to bring his army in two days on the position of Trannes, 
which he was chosen as the general rallying point in his orders of 12th and that one could not think of reaching 
Nogent in less than four days. 
 
It is a happy chance, an accidental coincidence, that Napoleon decided not to cross the Marne on the 18th and stand 
at the central course of the river instead of throwing himself by the upper Marne in the rear and on the tail of  
Schwarzenberg, to place the Allied Great Army in a more critical situation than that which it would have been 
placed as a result of delays and hesitations of its Generalissimo. 
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Moreover, by presenting these projects to the sovereigns Schwarzenberg sought less to prepare for various 
contingencies than greatly avoiding taking a decisive departure before knowing exactly what to expect on the 
outcome of operations Napoleon against Blücher, on the subsequent intentions of Marshal Vorwärts.  The letters the 
Generalissimo wrote to his wife provide us the evidence and show us that he was far from decided in principle to 
deliver the decisive battle that could, in certain circumstances to become absolutely necessary.  On the day of his 
conference with Diebitsch and Toll, he said to the princess:  "This time Blücher was wise, he refused battle until he 
has all his forces on hand...But I have not heard from him since the 9th and I admit that I tremble.  If Blücher, who 
has troops as good and as many as Napoleon fought, I wonder whether it is wise to accept battle; for if I am 
defeated, what a triumph for Napoleon and what a humiliation to force the rulers to recross the Rhine at the head of 
a beaten army!" 
 
Lord Burghersh had therefore judged the situation well when he wrote to Lord Castlereagh: "Our operations are 
very odd.  The fact is that we are afraid to fight.  I am convinced we will not risk a general action without which it is 
impossible to do away with Bonaparte.  The thing that Schwarzenberg would like the best would be to return to the 
Rhine.  In the current situation he is facing countless difficulties that only victory would enable him to overcome; 
but it is too dangerous a remedy.  Not daring to withdraw, as long as he will not be forced, he remains where he is, 
without, I fear, intending to do much, unless, that the victories of other Allied armies will simplify his task."3 
 
And a little further, the English officer paints a distressing picture of the condition of morale of the Allied Great 
Army during the days of rest that its leader has granted it in the hope of seeing it recuperate:  "The officers aspire to 
one thing, have one desire: peace.  It is painful for me to tell you, but I feel it my duty to let you know the truth: the 
Great Army is rapidly dissolving; we do no more than loot and steal; the people of Troyes have no more bread and 
eat the dead horses lying in the streets."  
 
13 March 1814.  --Orders for the day of 13 March.  --Also, while Diebitsch was carrying to Chaumont the plans 
of operation as summarized above, the Generalissimo, who received from the Army of Silesia no news more recent 
and more positive than that sent the 12th in the evening, made his corps commanders execute orders for his army 
movements that would have had to do if, as foreseen in the first hypothesis, Napoleon, defeated at Laon, had decided 
to withdraw to Paris. 
 
These movements, however, were not in any way likely to endanger the military.  They tended, in fact, to bring 
nearer some cantonments inordinately extended by bringing the different corps from the Aube, that covered the 
extension of the right wing by bringing the guards and reserves to Brienne. 
 
From that moment, the Great Army renounced this inaction, this stillness that lasted no less than nine days, although 
in reality it was little more than the 18th in the evening and even  the 19th that it would start to maneuver and operate 
seriously.  During the days that will flow from the 13th to the 19th, the Generalissimo would be limited, in fact, to 
make it execute movements without result, to deliver partial and insignificant battles around Provins.  One certainly 
could have done better.  Nothing continued to prevent making up for the time lost and to crush with an aggressive 
offensive the handful of men who barely sufficed to monitor the course of the Seine and the Yonne and cover 
Provins. 
 
But similar operations did not fit with the prudent ideas, with the methodical circumspection of the Generalissimo. 
 
Skirmishes of Villenauxe and of Courtavant.  --The VIth Corps and Cossacks of Kaisarov already occupied the 
positions assigned by their new orders from Schwarzenberg and the outposts of Pahlen were already established on 
the Seine at Froidparoy, Nogent and Marnay; on the Aube at Plancy and at Anglure; while Kaisarov covered his 
central position of Sézanne by detachments occupying Villenauxe and Mœurs.  As for the French marshals, Marshal 
Macdonald concentrated, on 13th in the morning, Oudinot's corps between roads of Nogent and Bray; Trelliard, 
replacing Valmy, was ordered to push towards Sézanne to the level of Courgivaux with 2,400 horses of 5th and 6th 
Cavalry Corps, supported by Montfort Brigade from the division of Leval, and Milhaud left one of his divisions at 
Herme.  Finally, Saint-Germain coming to attack Villenauxe, had chased the Cossacks  having pushed them behind 
the Courtavant Canal.  The infantry which supported him occupied Courtavant, then left it in the course of 'the 
afternoon.  Attacked and surrounded at that time by the Cossacks Ilovaysky XII, it managed to make its way at the 
                                                           
3CASTLEREAGH, Correspondance, III, 336. 
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cost of quite serious losses.4 
 
Movements of the  Vth, IVth and IIIrd Corps and the guards and reserves.  --The bulk of the Vth Corps in 
executing its movement on Arcis, had crossed the Seine at Méry and at Saint-Lyé and left at Traînel General 
Antoine Hardegg whose cavalry, under the command of Geramb, continued to observe Bray on the side of 
Montigny-le-Guesdier.5 
 
In the IVth Corps, the Crown Prince of Württemberg had his troops concentrate on Saint-Martin-de-Bossenay, where 
he had established his headquarters, Avon-la-Pèze and Marcilly-le-Hayer. 
 
Besides the Württemberg troops, the Prince now had under his command a regiment of Austrian hussars, the 2nd 
Division of Russian cuirassiers of General Kretov, part of the Austrian reserves commanded by Count Nostitz and 
with eight battalions of grenadiers and four regiments of cuirassiers of Field Marshal Lieutenant Kroyher. 
 
The Crown Prince, effecting this concentration move toward the Aube, had pulled back on Trancault-le-Repos the 
light brigade of cavalry of General Walsleben, previously responsible for monitoring the course of the Yonne, and 
the infantry brigade General Stockmeyer, posted during the last eight days at Sens. 
 
To cover his march and that of the IIIrd Corps and not lose sight of the movements of the French that could be made 
on the side of Montereau, the Prince had left at Pont-sur-Yonne and Michery a regiment of cavalry responsible for 
maintaining communications with Seslavin who, coming from Auxerre, had arrived at Saint-Valérien.  The Austrian 
brigade of General Schaeffer passed at the same time from the IVth to the Vth Corps and had to supply the garrison of 
Troyes. 
 
The IIIrd Corps was established at Marigny-le-Châtel, Prunay, Villeloup and at Pavillon with the headquarters of 
General Gyulay at Dierrey-Saint-Pierre.  The division of Crenneville had moved from Cerisiers on Villeneuve-
l'Archevêque where it would monitor the road from Sens, and light division of Maurice Liechtenstein remained at 
Auxerre. 
 
The Russian and Prussian Guards and reserves had finally left the environs of Chaumont to come to Brienne and 
Montier-en-Der.  Barclay de Tolly and the Emperor of Russia transferred their headquarters to Bar-sur-Aube. The 
Emperor of Austria and King of Prussia were still in Chaumont. 
 
All these movements had no offensive nature; they wanted only to group and concentrate the corps too scattered and 
close, in posting the Vth Corps at Arcis and the guards at Brienne, the too huge gap that had existed previously 
between the reserves established in Chaumont and the rest of the Great Army. 
 
News of the Army of Silesia.  --In the course of the day, one had received at the headquarters of Schwarzenberg, a 
quantity of information, some of questionable authenticity since they were based on spy reports or accounts of 
travelers, the others, on the contrary perfectly positive and absolutely accurate.  The latter, among which one can 
rank two reports of Saint-Priest, dated 11 March from Sillery (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 208, a and b), only 
contained outwardly comfort of the official announcement of the movement on Reims, that this general intended to 
effect the next day, that personal assessments on the direction followed by the Emperor.  These indications however 
had seemed sufficient to the Emperor Alexander, and Prince Volkonsky had, on his order, wrote to the 
Generalissimo stressing again the need to immediately take the offensive.  Although Schwarzenberg had been 
additionally made aware of the events that had occurred in Soissons and Laon, from 3 to 10 March, by the same 
officer he was detached to the headquarters of the Army of Silesia, Major Mareschal,6 although he had received the 

                                                           
4Daily Report to the Emperor of Austria, 14 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 254.) 
 
5STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Armee-Haupt im Monate März. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1.) 
6Report of Major Mareschal to Prince Schwarzenberg on the operations of Blücher from 2 to 9 March, Troyes, 12 
March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 228), and STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im 
Monate März (Ibid., III, 1). 
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official news of the retaking of Reims by Saint-Priest, he persisted to believe in the probability of retirement of the 
Emperor on Paris.  However, instead of pushing directly and strongly on Paris, he thought it more prudent to still 
stick with preparatory measures, to approach again some of his corps positions occupied by Macdonald, in the idea 
that Napoleon at the news of this movement would renounce pouncing on the right side of the Great Army and 
would hasten to come and cover his capital.  It seems, however, that prior to engaging more fully, the Generalissimo 
had wanted to arrange a meeting he asked the Russian emperor to grant him the next day on the arrival of the this 
monarch at Troyes, in which he intended to justify accusations that the prince had just addressed to him. 
 
"Hopefully," he had written the Czar, "that in future you will not be so engaged and you will be take into account 
only the strategic situation."  
 
14 March 1814.  --Preparatory movement of the corps of the Great Army.  --On the 14th in the morning, the 
corps of the Great Army proceeded to execute some the movements required by the provision given the 13th at 5 
o'clock in the evening. 
 
Two divisions of IIIrd Corps marching on Sens, were cantoned around Villeneuve-l'Archevêque.  The 3rd Division, 
that of Crenneville, went from Cerisiers by Villeneuve-l'Archevêque, occupying Sens in the afternoon.  It sent onto 
the left bank of the Yonne a party of its cavalry, first, to connect with Prince Maurice Liechtenstein in Auxerre, and 
Seslavin posted in Saint-Valérien who had orders himself to withdraw to Sens and to Gyulay who was now 
responsible for giving instructions, and the other to monitor beside Courtenay the French movements on the Loing.7 
To the right of the IIIrd Corps, the Württemberg light cavalry occupied Pont-sur-Yonne. 
 
The Crown Prince of Württemberg had only received at 10 o'clock in the morning the disposition entrusted the 13th 
at 6 o'clock in the evening to an officer who, not knowing the roads had gone by Nogent for his return from Troyes 
to Saint-Martin -of-Bossenay. 
 
For this reason, the IVth Corps could not start until noon its movements on Fontenay-de-Bossery, Macon and Saint-
Aubin.  At 4 o'clock, the Württemberg brigade of General Misany relieved in Nogent the Russians of General 
Lisanevich, who joined immediately the VIth Corps on the side of Pont-le-Roi. The cavalry of Walsleben and the 
infantry of Stockmeyer coming from Trancault-le-Repos, arrived on the evening of 14th in Fontenay and 
Wurttemberg mounted jäger, stationed at Pont-sur-Yonne and temporarily serving as the advanced guard for the 
Crenneville Division pushed their patrols and outposts up to around Montereau. 
 
In Nogent, the French still held the right bank of the Ponts suburb.  The Crown Prince, pending the arrival of his 
pontoons, had, following a reconnaissance, decided to first take a bridge upstream from the city.  He wanted then, 
when he had managed to evacuate the suburbs, to establish with the aid of boats that manage to find, a second bridge 
in the same city. 
 
Once completing these two bridges, he intended, in accordance with the orders of the Generalissimo, to push with 
his main body on the road to Provins, while another column, marching along the right bank, forced the French to 
evacuate Bray. 
 
 
Just taking a look at the movements executed by the IIIrd and IVth Corps allows one to see that the operations of 14 
March, far from having been offensive, only tended to amuse the enemy. 
 
If they had really intended to take, albeit belatedly, the offensive against Macdonald, the 14th, at a time when 
Napoleon, master of Reims, would have on the first serious attack against Provins, jumped on the rear of the Allied 
Great Army engaged in the footsteps of Macdonald and place them between two fires, one would obviously have not 
sent Gyulay on Sens and charged the VIth Corps alone and the Cossacks to do something against the French. 
 
The idea of the Crown Prince of Württemberg to establish a bridge at Nogent and upstream of this city, was even 
less rational as the French still occupied the right bank and as it was in their interest to choose a more advantageous 
crossing point and ensure for the Allies an easy debouchment to the opposite shore. 
                                                           
7Gyulay to Schwarzenberg, Villeneuve-l'Archevêque, 14 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 262.) 
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In the Vth Corps, Frimont had crossed the morning the Aube at Arcis with the Spleny Division and headed along the 
right bank on Plancy where he arrived at noon and he occupied by a cavalry regiment, three battalions and a battery. 
A cavalry regiment, two battalions and a battery flanked his right by settling in Salon, Faux and Fresnay.  Two 
squadrons, supported by two companies, served as his outposts at Boulages and sent patrols in the direction of 
Sézanne.  But Frimont had been unable to reestablish, as Wrede would have desired, the bridge at Plancy, and the 
bridge at Boulages could only be used in dry weather, because the dirt road that gave it access became impractical as 
soon as it was raining.  Behind Frimont, the cavalry of General Diez and the Bavarian infantry of General La Motte 
had come to be cantoned, the first at Allibaudières, the second at Villiers-Herbisse and at Herbisse, at Viâpres-le-
Grand, Viâpres-le-Petit and Champigny-sur-Aube.  The rest of the Vth Corps occupied Ormes and Arcis.8 
 
Cavalry Affairs at Mœurs and Villenauxe.  --At 7 o'clock in the morning, Trelliard, after passing through 
Montceaux-les-Provins, Courgivaux and Retourne -Loup, at the head of 2,400 horses, supported by the infantry 
brigade of General Montfort, attacked at Mœurs the outposts of Kaisarov, while another cavalry reconnaissance fell 
at the same time on the Cossacks who guarded Villenauxe. 
 
Fortunately for Kaisarov, his Cossacks held out in front of Sézanne and retreated slowly before Trelliard who, 
complying with his orders, dared not engage fully, only to retire as proposed. Meanwhile, Kaisarov threw back the 
column that had made a demonstration on Villenauxe and had immediately set off to Sézanne.  Bypassing this city 
without entering it, he threw himself on the right of the horsemen of Trelliard and Piré, that his artillery bombarded 
in front while a part of his Cossacks fell on their left.  Piré, forced to fall back on the dragoons left in the rear, had 
some difficulty in crossing again the defile at Mœurs. 
 
The combat Mœurs and the retreat menaced by the Cossacks up to Chatillon-sur-Morin had cost the French cavalry, 
150 men disabled and thirty prisoners.9  In closing his report, Kaisarov attributed his success to a ruse that misled 
the French cavalry, "I must confess to Your Highness", he writes in French to Schwarzenberg, "the French would 
have managed to occupy Sézanne if they had not taken the horse to fight the Cossacks that I ordered into squadrons 
for the real cavalry."  Finally, he added in conclusion, that as he still did not know whether the troops of the VIth 
Corps militarily occupied Villenauxe and that, otherwise, he was expecting for the next day a serious attack on 
Sézanne whose preservation seemed more and more essential, he sent at 11 o'clock in the morning to Wrede an 
order to support him. 
 
At 4 o'clock, Frimont directed a cavalry column by Pleurs on Sézanne and a large party on Villenauxe by Marsangis.  
He himself was to come on the 15th in the morning with his main body to Pleurs and to Marsangis.  The La Motte 
Division and the cavalry brigade of Vieregg were ordered to follow the movement of Frimont and to provide him 
support. 
 
In the VIth Corps, that Rayevsky had not yet joined, Wittgenstein continued to direct operations pending the arrival 
of his successor.  He had used the morning and part of the day to again throw a bridge over at Pont-le-Roi.  Charging 
the Lisanevich Brigade relieved in Nogent by the Württembergers of the responsibility of guarding Pont-le-Roi, 
Pahlen, followed by the corps of Prince Eugene of Württemberg, crossed onto the right bank and headed, about 4 
o'clock, right on Villenauxe, left on Plessis-Mériot.  Meanwhile, Saint-Germain debouched from Villenauxe and 
threw back the squadrons of Pahlen.  Almost immediately supported by the infantry of Prince Eugene who had set 
foot on the right bank, the advanced guard of Pahlen in turn drove the French cuirassiers from La Villeneuve-au-
Châtelot, while the Cossacks of Ilovaysky were headed left towards La Saulsotte.  To the right, the Cossacks of 
Rebrikov and the Ol'viopol Hussars coming from Villiers-aux-Corneilles reached Villenauxe, where they rejoined 
with the Grodno Hussars and two squadrons of Lubny Hussars and forced the cavalry of Saint-Germain and the 
infantry of General Bélair to withdraw as quickly as possible from around Villenauxe and from Montpothier, from 
Courtavant and from Planches sur Le Port.  The infantry of Prince Eugene of Württemberg pressed and supported 
                                                           
8STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and TAXIS, Tagebuch (Ibid., XIII, 32). 
 
9Kaisarov to Schwarzenberg, Sézanne, 14 March 14, the original in French (K. K. Kriegs Archiv, III, 235); Daily 
Report to the Emperor of Austria, Pont-le-Roi, 15 March (Ibid., III, 270), and STÄRKE, Eintheilung und 
Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1). 
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the Russian cavalry, reinforced by Ol'viopol Hussars and the cuirassiers brigade of General Leontief, was already 
preparing to move from La Saulsotte on Chalautre-la-Grande, at the moment when the General Gérard, who arrived 
from Plessis-Mériot, was taking a position with one of his divisions on the heights of Montpothier.  Meanwhile, 
General Rüdinger, with Cossacks of Vlasov and Rebrikov, the hussars of Grodno and the two squadrons of the 
Lubny Hussars, that Prince Eugene of Württemberg had returned, the hussars of Sumy and the cuirassier brigade of  
General Stahl had pushed from Villenauxe on Saint-Martin-Chennetron and thence to beyond Léchelle, without 
coming against the slightest post.  However, Rüdinger seeing that Richebourg was firmly occupied by the French 
infantry did not push further and recalling the bulk of his cavalry to Saint-Martin-Chennetron, only leaving outposts 
at Léchelle and Chalautre-la-Grande.10 
 
The corps of Prince Gorchakov had also crossed the Seine and had established itself behind the Courtavant Canal. 
 
The whole VIth Corps was subsequently crossed by the 14th at night on to the right bank of the Seine. 
 
The occupation of the suburb of Nogent and of Port had now become moot, and the Marshal, fearing for his left, 
immediately resolved to ramasser (amass again) his troops, to use the expression he used in his letter to General 
Souham. 
 
Oudinot was to come to Sourdun and be rejoined on the 15th in the morning, by the Brayer Division removed from 
Bray.  Rottembourg occupied with his division, Provins and Les Filles-Dieu.  Gérard was still at his positions in the 
afternoon with his corps and part of the cavalry of Milhaud. 
 
The Marshal had intended to attack his opponent, the 15th, to try to throw them back onto the left bank, and if he 
could not do so, amass all his strength to deliver battle on the 16th. 
 
The guards and Russian reserves had come to be cantoned on the right bank of the Aube, between Brienne, 
Lesmont, where they had thrown over a pontoon bridge, and Arcis. 
 
15 March 1814.  --Orders of Schwarzenberg.  --Positive information on the movements of the Emperor.  --
Even more than the presence of the Emperor Alexander in Troyes, news received in the course of the 14th was soon 
to change, all and all, the situation and the projects of the Generalissimo.  The official account of the battle of Laon11 
entrusted to Major von Bruneck, the aide of Blücher, who had been almost four days in reaching by detours 
headquarters, left no shadow of a doubt of the defeat the Emperor and had confirmed and complemented the 
information already provided twenty-four hours or more by Major Mareschal.  One could no longer persist in 
believing in the headquarters at Troyes in the march of the Emperor to Meaux towards the Seine.  Although 
Schwarzenberg had received, the 14th in evening, a dispatch from Tettenborn,12 departing the 13th in the evening 
Port-à-Binson, making and providing for the retaking of Reims by the French, the Generalissimo nevertheless 
believed that it was enough even for the moment, to ensure the possession of the Nogent debouchment and charge 
the VIth Corps to seize in preparation for taking back of the French positions by a movement directed by Mériot 
towards Provins.  The IVth Corps had the task of supporting the Russians of Rayevsky and to serve as their reserve, 
passing onto the right bank of the Seine and coming to settle in Mériot, while the Vth Corps would leave again from 
Arcis-sur-Aube on Villenauxe and Chalautre-la-Grande.  As for the IIIrd Corps, it was left to continue its march to 
Sens.  It was then for the most part, that one believed they would be able to take the time with such valuable 
information, as important as that which had, for the first time, to determine, specifically, the position of the Emperor 
and allow to guess his projects. 
 
By the time it could be exposed to these fast attacks, unforeseen, that the Emperor intended, the Great Army would, 
once again, be spread along a long line of nearly 100 kilometers, extending from Brienne up to Sens.  Yet for the 
first time since the 10th at night, one knew exactly where the Emperor was.  Until then, the cavalry of Blücher had 

                                                           
10STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and Journal of Prince Eugene of Württemberg (Topographical Archives, no 47344). 
 
11Blücher to Schwarzenberg, Laon, 10 and 11 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 189.) 
12Tettenborn to Schwarzenberg, Port-à-Binson, 13 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, ad 241.) 
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been content to observe them around Berry-au-Bac and Soissons.  The Cossacks of Tettenborn had monitored the 
course of the Marne without managing to penetrate Napoleon's plans to force him to show his strength at any point 
of his strategic chessboard.  Until then, one could not tear apart the veil behind which the Emperor housed his small 
army; one was reduced to assumptions, and that was why they had admitted the probability of retirement by Meaux 
to Paris.  But the occupation of Reims by Saint-Priest had resulted in the unexpected recovery of this city, and the 
defeat, that the Russian general might have spared himself if he had been less reckless and less presumptuous, was 
the first serious indication and incontestable movement that the Emperor had begun and would continue 
immediately after completing his army to reform. 
 
If General Corbineau had been maintained in Reims, had it been possible for the Emperor to send him 
reinforcements that the General had requested, the French army would have come up to Châlons or up to Vitry 
without the Great Army having known anything of this movement, without Tettenborn, forced by the march of the 
Emperor to fall back north and cut off his communications with Schwarzenberg, would have prevented the 
Generalissimo of the danger which threatened his right and his rear.  Finally, as one did not know at the 
headquarters of Troyes that the Emperor would be forced to stay three days in Reims, it would have been wise to 
leave, on the 14th, the Aube, the forces ready to stop his army.  One marched on the contrary, the 15th, the Vth Corps 
on Villenauxe and Provins, so that if, as was predicted and feared, the Emperor appeared on the Aube or pushed by 
Vitry on Brienne or Joinville he would have found before him on the 16th evening, with the Russian and Prussian 
guards in position around Brienne and Lesmont. 
 
The movement orders for the 15th therefore didn't meet, in any way, to the new situation created by the taking of 
Reims.  One even thought it superfluous to resume or modify the instructions 
 
This time, however, a counter order would have been all the more appropriate as the dispositions that were given, in 
addition, were almost unenforceable and that, due to various circumstances, most of the corps of the Great Army 
found themselves unable to comply with the instructions of the Generalissimo. 
 
Corps movements of the left wing.  --On the left wing, the Austrians experienced no difficulty with the few 
movements prescribed by Prince Schwarzenberg. 
 
The light division of Prince Maurice Liechtenstein came from Auxerre, where it only left an observation post and for 
correspondence, settled at Joigny and sent to Villeneuve-sur-Yonne a party responsible for the linking, on one hand, 
with Seslavin, the other with Gyulay. 
 
One had already recalled from Avallon the detachment of Major von Wüsthoff, who joined the division without 
being disturbed otherwise. 
 
The bulk of the IIIrd Corps entered Sens in the morning and one of its divisions occupied the city and the suburb of 
Yonne on the left bank of the river, while the Fresnel Division took position in the east of this city, from Saligny to 
Malay-le-Vicomte, and the Crenneville Division north at Saint-Martin-sur-Oreuse and that the patrols of the 
advanced guard pushing, some in the direction of Loing up to Saint-Valérien, the others beside Villeneuve-la-
Guyard and Montereau towards Champigny-sur-Yonne.  The line of outposts left on the left bank of Gron and 
Collemiers to go by Saint-Sérotin, reaching a level on the river at Pont-sur-Yonne.  The IIIrd Corps did not manage 
to fulfill the mission given to them completely.  Its vanguard should have, in fact, occupied Pont-sur-Yonne also, 
and from there pushed further forward on the left bank of the river.  Seslavin had complied with the instructions of 
Gyulay that made him hold fast and had brought back his Cossacks from Sens to Saint-Valérien.  According to the 
information he had provided to the Feldzeugmeister, it was believed that the French had a thousand men on the side 
of Montargis, 3,000 men at Nemours with General Allix, some depots of conscripts at Fontainebleau and at Melun, 
1500 men at Moret and almost as many people on the heights of Montereau that worked to put it in a state of 
defense.13 
 
IVth Corps.  --Battle of Nogent.  --In Nogent, the Crown Prince of Württemberg remained motionless all morning, 
waiting for a bridge and trying to debouch to the right bank of the Seine that General Rayevsky had started his 
                                                           
13STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1), 
and Gyulay to Schwarzenberg, Sens, 15 March (Ibid., III, 280). 
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movement against the forest of Sourdun.  The Crown Prince, unable to correspond with the VIth Corps, was 
naturally unaware that the Russian general had not received orders to move in time. 
 
At 10 o'clock in the morning, everything was quiet on the right bank; the Russian outposts had not moved from the 
side of the Saulsotte and French continued to occupy with some tirailleurs the suburb of Nogent and to solidly hold 
Le Port and the hills of Saint-Nicolas. 
 
In the presence of this immobility, that he could not explain, the Crown Prince decided to try to deceive Gérard 
through demonstrations.  Expecting to see the French posts in the suburbs of Ponts and Le Port, already 
compromised by the presence of the vanguard of Rayevsky on the side of the church of Saint-Féréol, withdraw 
without a fight as soon as he appeared to make an attack, he ordered a positional battery to bombard the suburb, to 
the Misany Brigade to cross on to the right bank, using pontoons brought downstream from the city.  The fire of the 
battery and the appearance of the brigade on the opposite shore, would, in his mind, facilitate and accelerate the 
establishment of the bridge.  A battalion, on the right bank transported by boats, momentarily succeeded in chasing 
the French outposts and occupy part of the suburb; but the French were maintained in houses they had fortified, 
behind the walls of the gardens in which they had opened embrasures and behind the barricades they had piled in 
high streets. 
 
Supported by two battalions that Gérard had sent in all haste to this point, they threw back, in turn the Württemberg 
battalion and forced it to recross on to the left bank, after having taken a hundred men out of action.  The cannonade 
lasted till evening without bringing any results, and it was only on the night of the 15th to 16th that Marshal 
Macdonald, fearing for his left, dreading to see his line of operation threatened, decided to abandon the suburb of 
Nogent and gave General Gérard the order to recall the few positions that he had maintained until then. 
 
VIth Corps.  --Affair of Léchelle and Saint-Nicolas.  --The 15th in the morning, Rüdinger, who had been stopped 
the day before in Saint-Martin-Chennetron whose outposts occupied Léchelle and Chalautre-la-Grande, had reported 
the approach of General Trelliard whose cavalry, after the affair that it had had the day before beside Sézanne, fell 
back to Provins by Villegruis, and noticed that the infantry Oudinot had established itself, first in front of Provins on 
the height through which the road Léchelle led, the other, between Léchelle and Chalautre-la-Grande where 
Montfort Brigade who took part in the expedition of Trelliard, was to join the 2nd Brigade (General Chassé) of the 
Leval Division.  The cavalry Trelliard, without regard to the presence of other squadrons with which Rüdinger 
merely skirmished, continued its march towards Provins, and the Russian outposts evacuated Léchelle, that the 
Leval Division occupied immediately after their departure. 
 
Meanwhile, General Rayevsky, which no order had yet reached, had left on the morning of the 15th the infantry of 
Prince Gorchakov at the position it occupied behind the Courtavant Canal and there headed on Villenauxe.   
Rayevsky only received dispositions around noon and immediately reconnoitered the position of the French whose 
right was still currently at the Seine, in the suburbs of Ponts and Le Port, the center occupying the heights of Saint-
Nicolas, the forest of Sourdun, the hills of Nozeaux and Saint-Féréol and whose left rested at Léchelle.  Some 
squadrons of Milhaud appeared in front of the forest of Sourdun, and the bulk of the cavalry stood on the plateau 
behind Saint-Martin-Chennetron.  Although, according to provisions of the dispositions, the conditions in which the 
march the VIth Corps was to execute, were far from being met, despite the presence of French, both in the suburb of 
Nogent and that beside Mériot, despite the summarized unsuccessful attempt of crossing the Seine by the IVth Corps, 
the columns of the VIth Corps already climbed the heights of Montpothier and had orders to attack the French 
positions of Saint-Féréol and Nozeaux when a staff officer (Lieutenant Reich) coming from Radetzky, prescribed to 
Rayevsky to undertake nothing beside Saint-Nicolas and Mériot before having discovered, by an offensive 
reconnaissance directed towards Provins that the VIth Corps had nothing to fear for its right and to its rear.  
Rayevsky halted his infantry and gave on the spot orders to Pahlen to profit from the few hours of daylight 
remaining by pushing on Provins and reconnoitering the enemy forces around this city and Saint-Martin-
Chennetron. 
 
This projected reconnaissance then took place.  At the moment Pahlen moved in the indicated direction, the cavalry 
of Saint-Germain, passing Léchelle, advanced against the Russians; but it would soon bend before them and be 
thrown back to beyond the Léchelle where it retook its position under the protection of the artillery placed in battery 
on the plateau.  As the patrols sent by Pahlen on the left wing of the French had reported the presence, behind the 
heights of a strong cavalry reserve and night approached, the Russians thought it prudent not to push further. 
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Pahlen, having behind them the Corps of Prince Eugene of Württemberg, stopped in Saint-Martin-Chennetron. 
Around 9 o'clock, the French tried once again to resettle in Saint-Martin; but they were got up to Richebourg. Prince 
Shakhovsky, with two regiments of infantry, the hussars of Ol'viopol, the Cossacks of Ilovaysky and some artillery, 
had taken position near Saint-Nicolas. At the center of the VIth Corps positions, Gorchakov, held Montpothier in the 
evening.14 
 
To the right of the VIth Corps, Kaisarov had followed in the night the cavalry of Trelliard and of Piré up to 
Retourneloup.  Believing, as he says himself,15 that because of the general disposition and corps movements of the 
Great Army, the sending of some weak parties he could push on Provins "would not have helped to facilitate the 
operations of the rest of the cavalry of the army," Kaisarov had preferred to stop at Sézanne, in the end to observe 
Château-Thierry and La Ferté-sous-Jouarre and what would happen towards Reims.  He had, to that end, detached at 
Montmirail a Cossack regiment he had ordered to file parties "to the first two cities to gain news and, given the 
pleasant circumstances that could happen at Reims, I would advance then, he wrote the Generalissimo,15 "up to 10 
leagues act on the highway of Paris, and if not, I would move myself as circumstances require." 
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14 STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 1); 
Daily Report to the Emperor of Austria, Pont-le-Roi, 15 March (Ibid., III, 272); Reports in French from Rayevsky to 
Schwarzenberg, Villenauxe, 15 March (Ibid., III, 274 and III, ad 274). 
  
15Kaisarov to Schwarzenberg (report in French), Sézanne, 15 March, (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 275.)  


