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ARCIS-SUR-AUBE. 
 
Movements of the IVth and Vth Corps and the light division of Liechtenstein.  --On the side of Bray, Count 
Antoine Hardegg had not even made any demonstration. 
 
With the IVth Corps, one was content to push some patrols until around Montereau.  A party had got up to Saint-
Valérien, and the troops established at Pont-sur-Yonne had set up a post at Saint-Sérotin, while that General 
Langevin, posted at Moret with a brigade of the division of Souham and including two battalions guarding Souppes , 
sent reconnaissances on Villecerf and Fossard, and corresponded with the General Allix at Nemours. 
 
The vanguard of Prince Maurice of Liechtenstein entered Auxerre, and the Crown Prince of Württemberg 
announced, according to the talk of Italian and Swiss workers from Paris, that there were no troops between 
Montereau and capital.1 
 

                                                           
1Crown Prince of Württemberg to Schwarzenberg, Villeneuve-l'Archevêque, 10 March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 
193); General Allix to the Minister, Nemours, 9 March, and General Langevin to the same, Moret, 9 March. 
(Archives of the War).  
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The Emperor of Russia protests against the inaction of the Great Army.  --The prolonged inaction of the Great 
Army, however, began to weigh on the Emperor of Russia.  From the 7th Volkonsky, writing to Toll in the name of 
the Czar, found that there were no grounds for keeping the guards and Russian reserves in Chaumont.  The next day 
of the 8th Volkonsky, this time addressing directly the Generalissimo, said:  "His Majesty thinks that in moving the 
Great Army on Sens we are completely out of reach of the enemy army, and that, therefore, it is urgent to move all 
our masses to the right in the direction of Arcis, between this city and Vitry, and support, in any case, the reserves 
by the move."2 
 
Finally, the next day, 9 March, Alexander, returning on the same subject, more strongly still, insisted on the need to 
approach the Army of Silesia.  "Communication with Field Marshal Blücher has already been interrupted for some 
time," wrote Volkonsky,3 "the Emperor fears that if he experiences some failure without our being aware, Napoleon, 
while taking advantage of the extended position where our various army corps are currently located, will move 
quickly on our reserves without giving time to the advanced corps to meet, and that's why he assumes that marching 
on Sens absolutely distances us from our reserves and greatly desires Your Highness to make a movement with all 
the advanced corps to the right for our masses to be joined together between Arcis and Vitry." 
 
10 March 1814.  --Proposals of Schwarzenberg approved by the sovereigns.  --This information did not 
convince the Generalissimo to yield, for now at least, to the desire of the Czar. 
 
However, they motivated the departure of Schwarzenberg who thought it necessary to go on the 10th, to Chaumont, 
to confer with the sovereigns and present the ideas to them in person that he had made in his submission dated the 
7th. 
 
If he did not yet know when he arrived in Chaumont of the large events that had happened on the banks of the 
Aisne, if he only knew that Blücher had managed to effect a junction with Bülow and Winzingerode and occupied a 
strong position at Laon,4 Schwarzenberg nevertheless understood that he would shortly have to put in motion the 
army corps that would have surely had time to recuperate, if one had been able to adequately supply them with 
subsistence.  Also, though his personal situation was far from enviable, for the very reason that its resolutions, of 
any kind, were the never failing source of bitter criticism by the entourage of the sovereigns, he not without reason, 
believed it necessary to first submit for their approval a plan developed 9 March by his staff and based on the 
following two assumptions: 
 
"1st hypothesis.  --Part of the French army had imprudently advanced and was beaten.  The same army, however, has 
not delivered a decisive battle, and the Emperor retires voluntarily with it on Paris, decided to mass all his strength 
in front of the capital and to fall on the Allied armies, in their march against him, taking the flanks in its enterprise." 
 
"2nd hypothesis.  --The same army of Napoleon is beaten and the Emperor forced to retreat to Paris." 
 
"In the first case, the enemy, marching in three columns, may, from Soissons, pass the Marne at Chateau Thierry, La 
Ferté-sous-Jouarre and Meaux to effect, 16 March at the earliest, the junction with the army of Macdonald and 
Oudinot, posted at Nangis or Provins." 
 
"The Allied Great Army would have to first throw back the French corps established in Provins, in order to be able 
to know in good time, the subsequent movements of the Emperor.  The Great Army, in any case, should only move 
forward when the Generalissimo has positive information in hand about the direction and nature of the offensive 
operations of the Army of Silesia." 
 
"In this case, the VIth Corps, would throw a bridge over in Pont-le-Roi, will cross onto the right bank of the Seine 
troops sufficient to clear the defile of Nogent and ensure possession of Villenauxe occupied previously by the 

                                                           
2Journal of sent pieces, no 157. 
 
3Volkonsky to Schwarzenberg, 9 March, Journal of sent pieces, no 164.  (In French in the original.) 
 
4 TAXIS, Tagebuch.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., XIII, 32.) 
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Cossacks." 
 
"The bulk of the VIth Corps will take position at Chalautre-la-Grande.  However, if the thaw has made the terrain 
unsuitable on the right bank, the bulk of the VIth Corps would remain at the level of La Chapelle-Godefroy just up to 
the defile of Nogent when completely free and we've thrown bridges over in Nogent bridges allowing it to settle in 
Mériot." 
 
"The IVth Corps, to serve as support for the VIth, will reassemble 14 March at noon, in Mâcon and Fontenay-de-
Bossery, occupy Nogent, cross the Seine from the point where the VIth Corps had gained enough ground in front, 
would be established with his main body behind Mériot and send to the right bank, at Bray, a column charged with 
driving the enemy out." 
 
"The IIIrd Corps would head by forced marches to Sens." 
 
"The Vth would remain in Arcis, send onto the right bank of the Aube part of its cavalry at Faux and at Fresnay.  It 
would establish a provisional crossing at Plancy, the division of Antoine Hardegg, crossing onto the right bank of 
the Seine at Bray, after the departure of the enemy, would be expected to rally around the Vth Corps." 
 
"The guards and reserves established in Brienne-le-Château would occupy Lesmont." 
 
"The news on the movement of the enemy would determine in a precise manner the offensive operations that would 
be executed 15 March by the IVth and the VIth Corps, having for support the Vth. The guards and reserves will pass 
through the defile of Méry and coming to settle in Mesgrigny." 
 
"When the enemy is forced to leave Nangis, the Great Army would head either on Melun or another point indicated 
by the circumstances, while we pursue the enemy on the road by which he would seek to withdraw." 
 
"Meanwhile, the IIIrd Corps, marching through Pont-sur-Yonne and Moret on Fontainebleau, would be joined by 
Prince Maurice Liechtenstein coming from Nemours and Seslavin, while continuing to form the extreme left, has in 
the meantime, occupied Pithiviers." 
 
"When the lead corps arrives at Melun, we'll see if the Great Army will or will not accept battle.  In the first case, it 
will notify the intentions of the enemy.  In the second, pressing on the Seine, it will force the enemy to maneuver 
and give the Army of Silesia time either to fall on the rear of the enemy, or continue its operations to the right on 
Paris." 
 
"If one finds in the presence of the second hypothesis, that Napoleon himself is beaten and thrown back on Paris, we 
will only have to comply with the arrangement developed for 14 and 15 March.  But in this case, it would definitely 
reach Melun the 10th, cross the Seine and continue the march on Paris, together with the Army of Silesia." 
 
These beautiful combinations, thanks to which the staff of the Allied Great Army had thought to plan for every 
contingency, except the one that was to be realized, were accepted by the sovereigns, however, they had not gotten 
everything to satisfy themselves, as one must refer to this phrase of Lord Castlereagh, who summed up the situation 
by saying: "If Blücher wins a battle, then we shall do wonders!"  (Si Blücher gagne une bataille, nous ferons alors 
des merveilles de notre côté.) 
 
While waiting, Schwarzenberg had issued a proclamation in Troyes, which far from producing the desired effect by 
the Generalissimo, far from frightening people and stifling by terror and severity of repressions the explosion of the 
national uprising, imprinted, on the contrary, a new impetus to the despair and patriotism of the people. 
 
Session of the Congress of Châtillon.  --While Schwarzenberg presented his strategies to the sovereigns, the 
deadline set by the Allied plenipotentiaries had expired, and Caulaincourt, to whom M. de Rumigny had not 
reported the required counter proposal, had to be confined in the hope of winning time and bringing the Emperor to 
accept his ideas, to read from a note based, on the whole, on that which the Emperor had sent to him on 2 March and 
that he supported with a note of Saint-Aignan dated 9 November 1813, on a letter from Metternich to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of France, dated 25 November 1813from  Frankfurt, on a dispatch he had sent to that Prince 2 
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December 1813 on the Frankfurt Declaration and, finally, on an extract from a speech to the parliament of the Prince 
Regent of England. 
 
The counter proposal was not there that the  plenipotentiaries had awaited, who already had to adjourn and 
pronounce the closing of the congress, when Caulaincourt, to ward off the blow, verbally declared that the Emperor 
was ready to recognize the independence of Spain under Ferdinand VII, that of Italy and Switzerland under the 
guarantee of the great powers, that of Germany and finally that of Holland under the sovereignty of the Prince of 
Orange, and to even concessions from those of the seas, upon reasonable equivalent intended to remove the causes 
of misunderstanding between France and England. 
 
The Allied plenipotentiaries, while protesting against the statement that did not solve the issue, could not help but 
accept the ad referendum statement.  That was all that could be desired by Caulaincourt. 
 
Military operations of 10 March.  --Changing the position of the VIth Corps.  --From the military operations 
point of view, the day of 10 March was not much better filled than the previous and was almost exclusively devoted 
to preparations. 
 
On the far right, Kaisarov signaled the appearance of French patrols sent from Villenauxe up to Conflans and 
Marcilly-sur-Seine and the presence of the cavalry of Saint-Germain in Villenauxe, while Wittgenstein, who 
considered the retrograde motion of the chief of the Cossacks from Fère-Champenoise as premature, invited him to 
return to Sézanne .5 
 
Wittgenstein had used the last days to repair the bridge of Méry in order to make it passable for cavalry and artillery. 
He was, indeed, on the order of the Generalissimo, to push faster towards Vitry a flying corps charged only to obtain 
news of the Army of Silesia, while a post of two companies would guard the bridge of the Aube of Arcis. 
 
In the afternoon of the 10th, the same general received at Romilly a disposition of the 9th amending as follows the 
positions of the troops of the VIth Corps.  Prince Eugene of Württemberg, who held at Pont-sur-Seine since the 6th, 
going up the Seine to Méry and take position straddling the stream.  Pahlen had orders to leave in Nogent a regiment 
of uhlans and two of mounted eigers, to send a regiment of Cossacks to the left at Froidparoy, first go to cross the 
Seine at Méry, then the Aube at the Anglure and Plancy, a hussar regiment and a regiment of Cossacks charged to 
connect with Kaisarov who was to report to the front from Fère-Champenoise on Sézanne.  Pahlen himself, with a 
Cossack regiment, two squadrons of hussars, a brigade of cuirassiers and a horse battery was in Pont-le-Roi.  A 
brigade of cuirassiers served to support him and stopped at Marnay.  The corps of Prince Gorchakov remained in 
Romilly and provided posts along the Seine to the level of Conflans-sur-Seine and Périgny-la-Rose. 
 
On the French side, north of Provins, Milhaud's cavalry was to meet on the 11th at daybreak with that of Valmy, 
while the outposts which stood at Courchamp, Champcenest and Courtacon, were to move on La Ferté-Gaucher, 
supported from afar by two infantry battalions, while Saint-Germain would debouch from his side Villenauxe in the 
direction of Sézanne. 
 
At Bray, although Count Hardegg had been joined at Grisy by the infantry he had awaited the arrival of, one had 
done nothing, and General Amey had only seen, as on previous days, patrols of Székeler hussars. 
 
The French grand park had filed from Nangis on Guignes, and its escort, consisting of two tirailleurs battalions of 
the Young Guard, was, once it had been relieved by a brigade of Pacthod, come to join in Provins the division of 
Rottembourg. 
 

                                                           
5Wittgenstein to Schwarzenberg, Romilly, 10 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III. 191.)  
 
Kaisarov had, moreover, intercepted the 10th a letter from Napoleon, dated the same day, in which the Emperor 
already manifested the intention, if he managed to beat Blücher, to move by Châlons on Arcis and on pounce on the 
right of the Great Army. 
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Affair of the Pers parish priest.  --The arrival of Pacthod at Montereau,6 the presence of Allix and of Souham at 
Moret, at Nemours, and at Souppes, to some extent assured the safety of the extreme right of the marshals.  Some 
Cossack parties had shown themselves on the road from Nemours to Montargis; but they had achieved their retreat 
from the inhabitants of Pers who, having their priest on horseback at their head and supported by the people of 
Ferrières, having retaken at Chéroy the post coach of Paris and stage coach of Montargis which that party had taken 
in the morning near Fontenay.  In the words of the commander of Montargis, Major Legros, to General Hulin,7 11 
March, "the conduct of Pers priest deserves praise and is especially worth noting."  It was the brave priest who had 
led by example his parishioners, who had convinced them to take up arms, who had fired first.  The priest of Pers 
has, however, left a report so simple, so natural, that the part he played in the defense of national territory, we cannot 
resist the desire to do justice to his patriotism, trying to bring out of oblivion the name of this brave service, the 
Abbé Pothier, and lay before the reader his account of the events of 10 March:8 
 
"Warned on 10 March," said the Abbé Pothier, "that a Cossack party detached from the camp of Saint-Valérien went 
by Ferrières near Fontenay on the road from Paris to Lyon to intercept communications and had seized the post 
coach and stage coach when they had passed, I resolved to gather 8 to 10 people in the town and put myself at their 
head.  I mounted my horse.  They were, as well as I, armed with double barrel fusils, and we raged to get before the 
enemy whom we met at 10 o'clock in the morning on the way from Ferrières to Le Bignon, between the hamlets of 
Roudiers and that of Urson. We had to fight 5 men, 2 in front, 3 behind, who headed to the camp they had made." 
 
"Taking my sword in hand and, supported by the men who accompanied me, I burst on these brigands.  At the first 
shot, one of the foremost Cossacks hurriedly fled, and the second was grievously wounded by a gunshot to the 
shoulder.  The other three, terrified of the force of the attack, also fled and abandoned the two carriages, horses, 
postillons, travelers and intact dispatches.  In fear I would be surprised or reached by a larger number, I had taken 
the prize by four of my fellow citizens into the wood of Forville, next to the point where we were placed." 
 
"At that moment, I was warned and saw a portion of the same detachment stayed behind and led in the same 
direction a wagon loaded with goods also stopped on the road to Fontenay." 
 
"Supported by four of my people, we fired on the escort; they fled, and we took off their horses, wagon and cargo. 
The whole was immediately taken to the village where the exhausted horses, tired and ill-treatment, were forced to 
stay to rest." 
 
"A quarter of an hour after our arrival, all these brigands having rallied, coming in and demanding that their wagons 
be returned, threatening the inhabitants with looting and burning.  The door of the particular domicile before which 
the wagon of the merchant was broken down: they took from him the cover from his bed, several other objects and 
set fire to this wagon, which the owner experienced a loss of about 6,000 francs." 

                                                           
6Macdonald was still so indignant of the conduct of General Delort at Montereau that he wrote on the 10th to 
Oudinot: "Here we see the kind of general under which resides the existence of the troops and the fate of important 
positions!" 
 
The same day, the Marshal had placed in the plan of the day the following decision from which we can get an 
accurate picture of the state of his army: 
 
"The Emperor, being informed that a lot of marauders, fugitives and deserters are in the rear of the army, that these 
soldiers throw down their arms, bayonets, pouches or break the hammer cocks of their fusils, His Majesty orders 
they be gathered up, decimated in accordance with the plan of the day.  Consequently, every commander of an 
infantry or cavalry division will appoint a commission to ascertain the causes and identities.  They will execute 
following the judgments which will be sent in duplicate to the Chief of Staff and the Minister of War." (Archives of 
the War.) 
 
7Major Legros to General Hulin. (Archives of the War.) 
 
8Report of the Abbé Pothier, serving Pers, to Major Legros on the events taking place in his community the 
Tuesday, 10 and Wednesday, 16 March 1814, Pers, 19 March. (Ibid.)   
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"But the enemy, convinced that the people who had assisted me so bravely, would be no less brave in defending 
their homes as in the open countryside, promptly evacuated the town taking with them my horse, because at the first 
meeting having dismounted for, in firing, to be sure of my shots, he was scared, took flight and was to join those of 
the Cossacks.  The result of this day is: 1o 14 horses torn from the enemy; 2o recovery of valuables and dispatches." 
 
"As soon as I was free of the presence of the Cossacks, I sent a messenger to Montargis where we searched for the 
post coach, stage coach and travelers whose return was protected by an escort of 100 from the garrison of that city." 
 
10-11 March 1814.  --The affair of Major Wüsthoff against armed peasants in Avallon.  --Meanwhile, Seslavin 
having joined at Auxerre Maurice Liechtenstein, who continued to report the situation to Schwarzenberg of the 
parties he had sent to Avallon and to Autun.  These reports, which we believe worth reproducing in full, will give an 
exact account of the progress made by the national uprising, to assess the results that the levy could have produced if 
we had thought to organize the timing, to support the presence with some troops, to provide the bourgeois and 
peasants with fusils, gunpowder and shot which they lacked. 
 
"I received from Autun," writes Prince Maurice Liechtenstein to the Generalissimo,9 "news from Captain von 
Œhnhausen, who was joined there by Captain Bohm, of the O'Reilly Light Horse.  Both officers and their troops are 
located entirely in the open following the departure of the infantry of Bianchi.  People everywhere take up arms, and 
the two officers were forced to bivouac behind Autun to not run the risk of being caught." 
 
"Their retreat on Auxerre will be made easier by a happy affair (?) that Major von Wüsthoff has had yesterday with 
insurgents in his march from Saulieu to Avallon, between Rouvray and Avallon.  The thing was curious and I add to 
my dispatch the report of this officer.  Your Highness will see by this that farmers and people comply with the 
instructions of General Allix." 
 
"I gave precise orders to Major von Wüsthoff and if anything happened at Avallon, I myself will carry on with what 
I have available in troops and two batteries to severely chastise the guilty." 
 
"It was not possible until now to close with the armed peasants either on that side, or at Saint-Fargeau, where there 
are, they say, 1200, because they disperse at the approach of our troops." 
 
"Since there are no regular forces of the enemy in these parts, I should like, if your Highness will allow me, to 
receive orders to occupy Joigny, where I could cover both the left of the army and the road to Dijon." 
 
"I received at the moment from Major von Wüsthoff the news that the patrol that he sent to Captain von Œhnhausen 
and which bore him orders, was attacked by armed peasants in the woods of Saulieu.  Captain von Œhnhausen 
therefore could not be ordered to go and it is impossible to communicate with him." 
 
"I recommend to Major von Wüsthoff to make a good face and, if appropriate, to withdraw to me, if he is required.  
I have also, to support him, absolutely nothing available before the arrival of the 7th battalion of eiger." 
 
"Captain von Œhnhausen with which my communications are interrupted and cut, is, I hope, in Dijon." 
 
"Alone here, with effective troops too weak, I cannot do anything, especially as the mayors, terrified by the threats 
of General Allix and not wishing or not daring to give us anything,  flee as soon as our approach is reported." 
 
The reports of Major von Wüsthoff, dated from March 10 and 11, impress still further details of the events that 
passed in Avallon.  They prove that the Generalissimo, had not been entirely wrong when he drew attention to the 
sovereigns of the dangers to which his supply lines and communications with the Army of the South were exposed, 
on worrying of the proportions that could take place, following a setback experienced by the vast army, of a national 
movement that was manifested on all sides, but which together, in support of troops of the line, the link to morale 
and especially material resources were still defaulted: 
 
                                                           
9Prince Maurice Liechtenstein to Prince Schwarzenberg, Auxerre, 10 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204.) 
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"About a half a league from here, at the point where the roads of Sauvigny-le-Bois and Avallon cross," as expressed 
by Major von Wüsthoff in the first of the reports that he addressed to Maurice Liechtenstein,10 "I passed 500 paces 
from the edge of a wood, when I was suddenly attacked by insurgent peasants." 
 
"Before coming to this wood, I had already noticed numerous inscriptions on the stones of "Vive Napoleon!"  It 
made me attentive, and I imagined that the perpetrators of these entries must have hidden in the woods to watch 
from there the reaction as we'd read these inscriptions." 
 
"In a field located near the crossroads, there were unarmed peasants who chatted with us.  No sooner were they 
moved away when several men appeared at the edge of the forest, numbering about 20, began shooting at us.  I sent 
against them half a company with orders to shoot everyone we took.  The order was punctually executed, despite the 
fierce fire which came from the wood.  The half-company quickly moved forward and managed to grab and shoot 
15 insurgents, including the leader of the band." 
 
"They brought me a prisoner that I interrogated and I learned all these people came from Rouvray and from 
Bussières, they had been set in route after our departure, passing through the woods, thereby following the advice of 
Didier Picarda and Germain Telau; there were with them, Jacques Grossetête, John Laxardeux, César Picarda, Blaise 
Forestier, all from Rouvray and 20 inhabitants of Bussières, who he did not know the names.  Anyway, he was 
named Pierre Bierri, from Rouvray.  I had him shot on the spot before the gathered peasants because I did not dare 
take him to Avallon where I had first intended to proceed with the execution in the presence of the population of the 
city.  The news that I had received from Avallon, and that had brought me by Lieutenant Baron Godart who I had 
sent with a platoon, had led me to change my plans as well." 
 
"This officer reported to me the hostile agitation that reigned in that city, the departure of the mayor and the deputy, 
who fled when or had knowledge of our march and the existence of a large gathering of 1000 inhabitants that 
seemed willing to take up arms against us." 
 
"For all these reasons I thought it prudent not to enter the city, and I camped in view of Avallon.  Please send me 
reinforcements if I have to stay here: the country is very difficult." 
 
A second dispatch from Wüsthoff, dated from Avallon the next day, 11 March at 9 o'clock in the morning, was 
hardly more reassuring.  It was not only that Avallon had decided to resist; it was on the whole country that 
extended the uprising, despite the timidity, cowardice and failure of the Mayor of Rouvray who, probably in fear of 
being taken hostage or being held responsible for the hostile attitude of his fellow citizens, trying to shelter from 
retaliation by returning to the Major the Austrian dragoons taken by the people of Saulieu and had the melancholy 
courage to ask the staff to distinguish his commune "because of the zeal it showed for good service to the Allied 
troops."11  Major von Wüsthoff, in one of his reports of 11 March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204 d), has preserved 
the name of that coward.  His name was Gaillard. 
 
Here also, according to the same report of the Major, the facts that preceded the letter of Gaillard and motivated 
releasing the dragoons: 
 
"The corporal of light horse,12 I sent yesterday to Captain von Œhnhausen and was carrying your orders, could not 
pass.  He was attacked, beyond Saulieu by armed peasants and received a shot in the chest.  His men carried him to 
Saulieu and have put him in the hospital.  They had taken care to remove from him the dispatch he was carrying and 
wanted to continue their journey; but the mayor and postmaster, honest people told them they would not pass and 
that they would find someone willing to risk his life to lead them and act as their guide.  These four horsemen 
retreated then, but, between Rouvray and Saulieu, they were again attacked and taken by peasants.  However, they 

                                                           
10Major von Wüsthoff to Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, Avallon, 10 March.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204 a.) 
 
11Letter of the Mayor of Rouvray, Gaillard, to Major von Wüsthoff.  (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204 d.) 
12Report of Major von Wüsthoff to Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, Avallon, 11 March, 9 o'clock in the morning. (K. 
K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204 b.) 
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had the time and presence of mind to destroy the dispatch.  The Mayor of Rouvray set them free and sent them to me 
under escort of six men with a letter from him." 
 
"Here everything is still quiet, but as the mayor left the city and as there is no magistrate whom I can contact to get 
me food, I cannot stay here much longer.  He has, with great difficulty, consented to give me what I need for this 
night, even by resorting to threats, it was impossible for me to get anything more.  During the fight I had yesterday 
with farmers, I had sent a squadron on the road to Cussy-les-Forges.  This squadron found before this village 300 
armed peasants with a drummer and two leaders on horseback.  The peasants did not moved against the squadron 
who had been prevented by another farmer (the one inoffensive and unarmed), as they would all be cut down if they 
made one step forward." 
 
Wüsthoff was under no illusions of the situation.  It was not with some horsemen that it was possible to suppress a 
movement that could spread at any time.  But to secure his retreat, to arrive to join the division, he had to put on a 
good face.  He resolved, before retreating, to strike on Avallon for a particular requisition by being given food and 
fodder necessary for his detachment. 
 
The thing was not easy, as the report shows below.13 The tone of the inhabitants proved that bullying no longer had 
any power over them.  They were aware of their strength and the weakness of the Austrian detachment and were 
firmly resolved to resist energetically against any attack. 
 
"Lieutenant Baron von Godart, who I sent to town, came back in an instant and said that the population is more and 
more agitated against us.  It is claimed that the General Allix will come back and is already close to Avallon." 
 
"One resident had the impudence and audacity to tell the lieutenant:  "If you promise us you will retire at ten o'clock 
at night, we will give you something to eat." 
 
"In the end, they promised him some brandy (d'eau de vie), bread and cheese.  Please send me orders." 
 
Post-scriptum.  "Lieutenant Baron von Godart requested food for 400 men.  The people laughed and told him that 
we were not even 300.  100 men are facing us and watch our every move." 
 
Wüsthoff, finding it no longer safe to extend their stay in these parts, soon fell back. 
 
If the example of written events, including the area of Avallon had just been dramatic enough, it seems, and it is for 
that reason we have felt obliged to emphasize the reports of Major von Wüsthoff, to show the part that could have 
been learned from the mass uprising if we had thought about organizing it from the start of the invasion. 
 
11 March 1814.  --News from the Army of Silesia.  --Letter from the Tsar to Schwarzenberg.  --The 11th in the 
morning, Schwarzenberg had just left Chaumont, when Emperor Alexander received there from Saint-Priest news of 
the affair at Craonne and the warning that one had heard on the 9th, cannon beside Laon.  Saint-Priest was still 
unaware of the result of the battle fought by Blücher.14 The Tsar had immediately hastened to write through  
Volkonsky to Schwarzenberg a note inviting to give the order immediately to the right wing of the Great Army to 
begin its movement in the direction of Vitry and Arcis-sur-Aube.  Then, without waiting for the response of the 
Generalissimo and to better show him the importance he attached to the immediate execution of the operation, he 
had, in the course of the day, charged the generals Diebitsch and Toll to go to the Prince, presenting his ideas and to 
convince him to comply, without further delay, to his will. 
 
Orders to Wittgenstein and to Kaisarov for 12 March.   --In the meantime, the Generalissimo was content to give 
generals Wittgenstein and Kaisarov the order to execute the next day of the 12th,  by Boulages or Plancy, on the right 
bank of the Aube, an offensive reconnaissance in the direction of Villenauxe.  "I would willingly cross the Seine," 

                                                           
13Wüsthoff to Prince Maurice Liechtenstein, Avallon, 11 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 204 c.) 
14Saint-Priest to Volkonsky, Sillery, 10 March (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., 205 b). View previous chapter. 
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said the Generalissimo, "if I knew exactly what the enemy does."15  But always methodical, not wanting to hazard a 
risk, holding out above all to spare his troops, the Generalissimo added:  "I will only do that when I am informed 
and safe enough to avoid for my infantry, already very tired, unnecessary marches." 
 
Meanwhile, in order to allow Wittgenstein to take advantage of the remoteness or weakness of the enemy, to enable 
him to go by Mériot to clear the debouchment of Nogent, he had sent 15 pontoons. 
 
During this time, the VIth Corps having established themselves on the new positions it had begun to occupy the day 
before and, upon the arrival of pontoons, proceeded, the 11th in the evening, to establish a pontoon bridge of Nogent, 
while General Dokhturov, who had crossed the Seine at Méry and the Aube at Plancy with the Ol'viopol Hussars 
and the Cossacks of Rebrikov IV, looked again between Villenauxe and Sézanne to communicate with Kaisarov. 
 
Macdonald continued to hold observation posts on the Seine and to monitor the Yonne in the direction and side of 
Pont-sur-Yonne.  He proposed, furthermore, to bring the troops of General Souham at Montereau and order the two 
brigades Pacthod to join the 7th Corps. 
 
 12 March 1814.  --Appearance of the cavalry of the VIth Corps on the right bank of the Seine.  --On the night 
of the 11th to 12th, Wittgenstein had thrown a pontoon bridge at Pont-le-Roi, that was used in the course of the 
morning in passing onto the right bank two squadrons of hussars and 200 Cossacks of Vlasov.  Although the 
Russian general had, as he has written Schwarzenberg,16 intended to do on this side a simple demonstration, it seems 
he would have had every reason to choose another point than Pont-le-Roi.  It was hard to believe that the French had 
left to take a trap like that, and anyway, the Russian general, instead of exposing themselves to be forced to retake in 
the night the bridge he had just thrown over would certainly have acted rationally by carrying out simple 
appearances at Pont-le-Roi and using these pontoons, which had taken so long to join him in establishing at his ease 
and full security, further upstream, beside Marcilly, for example, a crossing that would have by allowing his cavalry 
to debouch by the forest of Traconne on the plateau of Provins, to deploy his infantry without encumbrance onto the 
right bank. 
 
The cavalry, who had used the pontoon bridge of Pont-le-Roi, remained on the right bank after scouring the country 
to the right and to the left from this point; but the night having arrived, it stopped at La Villeneuve-au-Châtelot, 
unable to know the direction taken by the French troops who withdrew from Villeneuve before the Cossacks of 
Kaisarov. 
 
The cavalry column of General Dokhturov could not arrive in time to support the Cossacks and did not go further in 
the evening than Villiers-aux-Corneilles and Esclavolles. 
 
The 12th in the evening, Wittgenstein who had used the pretext that was provided him by a wound received in Bar-
sur-Aube to ask the Emperor Alexander permission to temporarily leave the army, was preparing to deliver to 
General Rayevsky a command that this officer would hardly exercised nominally.  The true leaders of the VIth Corps 
would be, more than ever, from this moment, Pahlen and especially Prince Eugene of Württemberg. 
 
This was also, besides the almost fully healed wound, that the tension in his relationship with Wrede, could be 
attributed to the departure of Wittgenstein.  The elevation of Wrede to the designation of field marshal would have, 
moreover, motivated at any rate, the retired Russian general who had been commander in chief in 1812 and 1813, 
would never have consented to receive orders from the Bavarian Field Marshal.  The two generals had, in addition, 
lived on bad terms since the beginning of the campaign, and incidents that preceded and followed the entrance into 
Bar, on 27 February, had capped the enmity. 
 
Action of Villenauxe.  --On the morning of the 12th, Kaisarov, knowing that Wittgenstein had covered the bridges 
of Méry and Arcis-sur-Aube and informed of the presence in Villenauxe of a French detachment, consisting of 500-
600 horses under the orders of Montbrun and of 500 infantry of General Maurin, had taken advantage of his 

                                                           
15Schwarzenberg to Wittgenstein, Troyes, 11 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 199.) 
 
16Wittgenstein to Prince Schwarzenberg, Romilly, 12 March. (K. K. Kriegs Archiv., III, 225.) 
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retrograde motion on Fère-Champenoise to stand on this point, appearing unexpectedly before this small town with 
two Cossack regiments. 
 
Montbrun, believing they have nothing to fear, had failed to be on his guard.  At daybreak, the Cossacks, without 
being stopped or even noticed, threw themselves on the six squadrons posted in front of Villenauxe, overthrew what 
stood before them, put 200 men out of action and took a hundred prisoners. Cavalry reinforcements sent by Saint-
Germain arrived too late to restore the situation. 
 
The squadrons of Montbrun had been thrown back beyond Villenauxe in disorder pursued by the Cossacks, and the 
cavalrymen of Saint-Germain confined themselves to deploy without daring to undertake anything against Kaisarov. 
The Russian general then tried to set fire to Villenauxe that the infantry of Maurin had evacuated.  Pressed by the 
Cossacks who routed the French cavalry, they were thrown in disorder in the direction of Provins.  The Cossacks 
stopped in the evening at Montpothier and pushed their outposts between Nogent and Provins.  Kaisarov was now 
able to inform the Generalissimo that Macdonald, Oudinot and Gérard were with no more than 20,000 men in the 
neighborhood of Provins and stood along the Seine with weak outposts.17 
 
Following these events, Saint Germain had fallen first on La Saulsotte, then Le Port where Macdonald made him 
take the order to guard Chalautre-la-Grande and announced to him at the same time General Gérard supported in the 
evening of the 12th, by strong infantry detachments and the 13th at 3 o'clock in the morning, Milhaud would have 
1200 horses at Léchelle and Saint-Martin -Chennetron. 
 
Placed on the Napoleon Series: February 2016 

                                                           
17STÄRKE, Eintheilung und Tagesbegebenheiten der Haupt-Armee im Monate März (Ibid., III, 1); Wittgenstein to 
Schwarzenberg, Romilly, 12 Marsh (Ibid., III, 225), and Kaisarov to Schwarzenberg (Ibid., III, 227 and III, ad 227, 
original in French). 
 
Kaisarov ended in these terms one of his reports:  "I have the honor of transmitting to Your Highness the dispatches 
that I have received from the Count de Saint-Priest, the letter from General Tettenborn to Berkmann, who is with 
one of my detachments at Épernay, and examples from a journal of subtitled (sic) Le Bivouac." 


