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The Napoleon Series 
 
The Bailen Enquiry Part IX: The Correspondence for the Critical Days 
 
By Susan Howard 
 
The correspondence between Dupont and Vedel for the critical days was available to 
the prosecution since Vedel had kept his register of correspondence, some letters 
were given in full at the enquiry and formed a major part of the prosecution case. 
Dupont repeatedly asked to see these letters but never received them. I have placed 
them here rather than in the enquiry procedure because there is other 
correspondence available which gives a fuller picture. Some of this was available to 
the enquiry but not all. Dupont's letters to Savary were intercepted and published in 
an English paper; I have included some correspondence between the Spanish officers 
which Titeux took from Arteche: “Guerra de la Indepencia” 
 
Dupont wrote to Savary July 15th giving an account of the advance of the enemy and 
the fighting at Andujar. “The enemy has similarly sent a considerable corps beyond 
Mengibar, situated on the road from Jaen by Bailen. General Liger-Belair is covering 
that position in order to defend the La Carolina road and the same night General 
Vedel has reinforced him with the whole of his division. I do not yet possess the 
necessary information but I have grounds for thinking that General Vedel has held his 
post with advantage. General Gobert marched this morning to Bailen to assist 
General Vedel. His division is much weakened by having had to detach six other 
battalions of which three are stationed in La Mancha and the Sierra-Morena for the 
security of the communications. It is of the greatest importance that this corps should 
reassemble as soon as possible.” 
 
On July 15th Gobert wrote to Dupont from Bailen at 3pm that he had heard the enemy 
was at Baeza and heading for La Carolina. “My position is embarrassing: after having 
assured myself of his march, if I go to him I risk being separated from you; if I remain 
the gate to Madrid is closed against us.” 
  
Dupont replied that evening at 9pm: “I am surprised that General Liger-Belair has not 
heard of the movement of the enemy on Baeza. I have often recommended 
surveillance of this point. The position of La Carolina is of the greatest importance. If 
the enemy is really going there it is necessary to get there quickly and to establish a 
stubborn defence.” He advised him to bring forward the troops left in the rear. “It will 
be necessary at the same time to occupy Bailen to connect our position from La 
Carolina to Andujar. . . I will leave it entirely to you. You know as well as I do the 
importance of La Carolina. This post must be held at all costs.” 
 
Vedel to Dupont July 15th: reporting on the situation at Mengibar he estimated the 
enemy strength at 3,500 but did not think they were planning to attack. “The ADC 
Desfontaines has just arrived. He has given me YE's instructions. As I firmly believe 
that the attack will not take place at this point I will only leave four companies more to 
General Belair, I am putting under the orders of General Gobert and I believe I cannot 
do better that to march to you with the rest of my division. I am persuaded that YE will 
not disapprove of this movement that I make with great pleasure.” He said he was 
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forwarding a letter from Gobert, presumably the 3pm letter which Dupont got at 9pm: 
he left for Andujar at 5pm.  
 
On the 16th Dupont wrote to Savary again to report that the enemy was holding the 
same position and they were expecting another attack. “General Vedel is guarding the 
road from Jaen to Bailen and I have charged him to watch that from Jaen to Ubeda. I 
have also charged General Gobert to guard the road which leads to La Carolina which 
is of the greatest importance for maintaining our communications with Madrid. . . I 
believe, as I have already said to YE many times, that we must not lose any time in 
resuming our offensive operations.” He also wrote to Belliard asking for 
reinforcements and in particular that the Madrid road should be covered so that 
Gobert could join him with his whole division. “If we allow the enemy to hold the field 
in the south all the provinces and line troops will hasten to make common cause with 
the rebels. A decisive blow in Andalusia will contribute greatly to the submission of all 
Spain.” He also asked for doctors and bandages since the enemy had been 
intercepting ambulances coming from Toledo. 
 
Gobert wrote to Dupont on the 16th acknowledging receipt of letters from Dupont: the 
one Dupont had written at noon had reached him at midnight and the two others 
written at 2pm and 9pm on the 15th had arrived at 4am. He gave an account of his 
dispositions; he would have sent some biscuit from Bailen to Andujar but had no 
transport. In a postscript he announced that he heard that Liger-Belair was under 
attack and that he was marching to join him. “It is true that there are 5,000 men at 
Baeza.” Titeux explains that the Spanish at Baeza were volunteers from Valdecanas; 
not a detachment from the army of Andalusia as the French generals supposed. 
 
From the heights before Bailen, July 16th 1808 3.30pm, Dufour wrote to Dupont with 
an account of the day's fighting and reported Gobert's mortal injury:  
 
“I have decided to put all stubbornness possible in disputing the terrain foot by foot in 
order to conserve my communications with you but I fear that my efforts will fail 
against the disproportionate number of the enemy who holds his positions and who 
probably is only waiting till he is rested to attack again. Let me know your plans very 
quickly since I fear to be obliged to retire on Guarroman in order to hold the 
debouches of the gorges and to preempt the enemy at this point; he seems to be 
moving there from the movement he made this morning on Linares with a force of 
around 7,000 men, as chef de batallion Lanusse informs me. . . General Belair is in 
line with me; he has lost one gun.” 
 
Dupont received Dufour's letter about 6pm and gave written orders to Vedel: “I beg 
you, my dear general, to take yourself as fast as possible to Bailen to make your 
junction there with the corps that has fought today at Mengibar and which has fallen 
back on that town. The 6th provisional regiment [under Lefranc] and two squadrons, 
one of dragoons and one of chasseurs, will be reunited to your division. I hope that 
the enemy will be thrown back on Mengibar tomorrow, beyond the river, and that the 
posts of Guarroman and La Carolina will remain in security: they are of great 
importance. When you have obtained this success I want you to send part of your 
forces to Andujar in order to fight the enemy in front of us. You will leave at Bailen 
only what is necessary for its defence. If the enemy is occupying Baeza it is 
necessary to drive them out. Receive my assurances of friendship” 
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Andujar July 17th: Dupont wrote to Vedel acknowledging a letter [probably just a note, 
it is not in any file] sent from the post house halfway between Bailen and Andujar and 
pressing him for news of his arrival at Bailen. “The enemy is still before Andujar but in 
less force than yesterday; he will probably be making a movement on his right. I hope 
that you will arrive in time to meet Reding and defeat him. If there are enemies at 
Baeza threatening Guarroman or La Carolina it will also be necessary to fight them 
since we must, at all costs, prevent them from establishing themselves on our line of 
operations and of communications. This important aim accomplished, we must 
promptly reunite to drive out the enemy which is in front of us and to profit by the 
moment when he is separated into several corps. If you find the forces against you 
too considerable I will march at once to join you. The essential point is to remain 
master of our communications. After we gain an advantage our movements will be 
free. I count on our fortune, on you and on our brave men.” 
 
PS: “It is 11am and I have not yet had your news. An enemy party has shown itself on 
the road, I am sending two companies to the post house. I fear that my first letter may 
have been taken [this letter is a duplicate]. Inform me quickly of the strength and 
movements of the enemy on your side.” 
 
This is almost the only mention of Dupont attempting to secure his communications 
with Bailen but there is one amplification of it: during the morning of the 18th Barbou 
wrote to Chabert, “The intention of HE the general in chief is that commander Balland 
will send you reports twice daily, having always two companies on the road to Bailen 
to communicate with the division Vedel and to know what is happening.” 
 
Bailen, July 17th 8.30am Vedel to Dupont:  
 
“My general, it is 8.30am. I have arrived at Bailen where I have found no-one. 
General Dufour left at midnight and has marched on Guarroman. As he has left no-
one to inform me of the motives for this action, I cannot say anything positive in this 
respect but the rumour is that the enemy troops which attacked General Belair 
yesterday are heading, with those which were at Ubeda, for the gorges by Linares 
and Ste Helene; one must suppose that general Dufour has gone in pursuit of them in 
order to fight them.  As the instructions of your Excellency state that I must make my 
junction with this corps which had fallen back on Bailen, although harassed with 
fatigue, I will leave here to go today to Guarroman in order to regain the day which 
the enemy has over me, to catch him, fight him and thus foil his plans against the 
gorges.” 
 
“I am writing to General Dufour to inform him of my movement and to get something 
positive on his march and on the information he may have on that of the enemy. The 
enemy corps that fought General Belair is estimated at 6,000. No-one has been able 
to say the number which he has at Ubeda, nothing about these troops has come to 
Bailen.” 
 
“I wish to receive the orders of your Excellency tonight at Guarroman, I will be leaving 
for there soon. The orderly carrying your letter to general Dufour, not having found 
him at Bailen, has returned to Andujar with his dispatch. I am sending this with 12 
dragoons; I hope it will not meet with any obstacles.” 
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At 10.30 am Captain Baste, who was currently attached to the 2nd division, also 
wrote to Dupont reporting the absence of any troops at Bailen and telling him that the 
information from the people of the town was that General Lagrange [sic: this must be 
Dufour] had retreated to La Carolina and that the enemy were moving to the right, 
presumably to Linares. “The intention of General Vedel is to leave at 4pm to go to La 
Carolina where we will join General Lagrange [Dufour] and where I think we will rally 
to us the troops in the gorges and environs in order to bring you prompt assistance in 
the event that you are attacked.” He reported that there were a few wounded in the 
hospital at Bailen who had been robbed but not otherwise mistreated, General 
Lagrange [Dufour] had taken six waggons of the sick with him. 
 
The notable point, since it would later be disputed, is that there is no mention of Vedel 
making any attempt to check on the presence of the enemy at Mengibar.  
 
Dupont to Vedel July 17th, time not given:  
 
“My dear general, I have received your letter from Bailen. Following the movement of 
the enemy, General Dufour has done very well to go quickly to Caroline and Ste 
Helene to occupy the head of the gorges; I see with pleasure that you are hurrying to 
join him in order to fight with advantage if the enemy presents himself. But instead of 
going to Ste Helene the enemy could take the old road from Baeza to Quemada 
which is parallel to the main road. If he takes this option it is necessary to get quickly 
to the debouche of that road in order to prevent him from penetrating into La Mancha. 
From what you have told me this corps can only be around 10,000 strong and you 
should be able to beat it completely. If it is larger, manoeuvre to stop its march or to 
contain it in the gorges while waiting for me to come to your support.” 
 
“I engage you, to get news, to send a strong enough party to Linares and to Baeza, 
so it is not compromised. It is of the highest importance to know the strength and 
direction of the enemy that has passed through these two towns.” 
 
“There is still a strong enemy before Andujar: but if they have sent more than 10,000 
men by the mountains I will not hesitate to quit Andujar and to join you to follow the 
enemy and to give battle. Tell me quickly what you know for certain in this respect. 
My choice depends on what you tell me: It is of the greatest importance to prevent 
any enemy corps from spreading out towards Madrid.” 
 
“If you find the enemy at La Carolina or on any other point of the main road try to fight 
them to come and join me and to repulse what is before Andujar. Have your letters 
carried by detachments for more security. Our success depends on the speed of your 
operations. If you learn anything important and if you are going further let general 
Belliard know. It will be necessary, in all cases, to observe the gorges of Puerto-del-
rey and to guard them.” 
 
“I have received the letter of commandant Baste and that of general Dufour [of the 
16th? Any later letter must have contained news of Gobert's death]. Give me news of 
general Gobert. I await your letters with extreme impatience.”  
 
Also on the 17th, from Guarroman, Dufour wrote to Vedel that he had waited at Bailen 
till midnight but had not received any response to the officers he had sent to Dupont 
and on learning that Lanusse had been forced out of Linares by a corps 6-7,000 
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strong from Baeza he had decided he should go at once to Guarroman which he, and 
the troops of Belair, had reached at daybreak. He was getting reports of enemy 
movements but was unable to confirm them; he had sent troops forward to La 
Carolina where he would go at nightfall if he did not hear from Vedel. He informed him 
that Gobert had died from his wound at 2am. He added that he had just heard that 
enemy troops are moving from Linares to Ste Helene. “I will not move from here 
without your orders.” 
 
Vedel wrote to Dufour from Bailen, before receiving this letter, asking for information 
on his movements and those of the enemy about which he knows nothing definite. He 
expected to be at Guarroman by 10pm and at la Carolina the following morning. He 
asked for news of Gobert. 
 
Vedel to Dupont from Guarroman July 17th 10.30pm:  
 
“My general, I have this moment arrived at Guarroman with my troops. I have rejoined 
generals Dufour and Belair. They are leaving at this moment to take up position at Ste 
Helene. Perhaps the enemy will get there before them. In that case they will wait for 
me before acting if they think they cannot handle it without me.” 
 
“The reports of some peasants agree in saying that the enemy is marching by several 
roads to carry the gorges. They are said to be 8-10 thousand men. This seems 
exaggerated. Be it as it may, I hope that we will deal with them tomorrow in French 
style. I have given a order to General Cavrois, whom I had left at Bailen to protect the 
communications, to leave there on receipt of my letter to rejoin me tomorrow at Ste 
Helene. I will look for the enemy on all the roads in order to fight them everywhere. 
My expedition finished, I will return to Bailen with the bulk of my troops and will take 
position there in order to then rejoin you with the shortest delay.” 
“I have examined the situation at Bailen again. It seems to me advantageous in all 
respects. An army corps established at Bailen would be master of the whole kingdom 
of Jaen and could occupy Baeza and Ubeda and live there well. The position of 
Javalquinto commands all the others. This village is a short distance from Baylen and 
covers the whole country.” 
 
“Your Excellency can make use in all confidence of the courier I am sending; I pay 
him well and he is entirely devoted. I announce with pain that poor general Gobert 
died yesterday from his wounds. I enclose the letter which general Dufour wrote to me 
in response to mine.” 
 
PS: “I have given General Dufour your two letters for the duc de Rovigo; he will send 
them at once if he gets ahead of the enemy and later if he cannot do better.” 
 
Dupont to Vedel July 18th 7am: 
 
“I have received at this moment, my dear general, your letter from Guarroman of 
10pm. The intention of the enemy is evident. He wishes to shut us in the Sierra-
Morena between Andujar and Ste Helene in the hope of starving us and then to attack 
us in front. I hope that general Dufour will get to Ste Helene in time and that the 
enemy will not be able to reach the gorges before the reunion of your forces at this 
important point. After beating them throw them back on Baeza and establish a good 
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defence at Ste Helene. Have several works constructed there to place guns. This post 
will then be secure. Baeza and Linares must also be guarded. 
 
“When you return to Bailen the result of your present operations will determine the 
part that we have to take. As soon as you can, send some troops to assure our 
communications. I cannot weaken my forces here, as you well know, having still 
before me the enemy which you have seen and which seems to be of the same 
strength.” 
 
 
“I fear that the corps which is among the mountains may be trying to reach La 
Mancha by Quemada. That would oblige us to make a very long movement and we 
would be separated. I am not recommending you to hurry your operations, you know 
too well their importance. Inform General Belliard of the result of your movements and 
ask him for the itinerary of the reinforcements which should be on their way. Their 
arrival cannot be too soon. It is necessary to retake the offensive against the enemy 
immediately. The battalions of the division Gobert which were left at Madridejos and 
Manzares should have received the order to rejoin their division. Find out whether this 
order has been carried out. Other troops are needed to replace them to secure the 
road. Speak to general Belliard about this. I have requested it many times from the 
general in chief.” 
 
“I am waiting with impatience for the news of your day of action. I have the highest 
hopes of it and what you tell me adds to it. This moment is very important for us. I 
have kept the dragoons who brought me your letter; keep those which carry my reply. 
Mille amities General Dupont 
 
PS: I am grieved by the loss of general Gobert: I will regret it bitterly all my life. 
I hope that your return to Bailen will be very prompt. The enemy is making 
movements in front of us.” 
 
Vedel to Dupont from La Carolina July 18th 9am 
 
“My general, I arrived here at 9 hours. The generals Dufour and Belair arrived at the 
same hour at Ste Helene. All the information I have gathered does not announce the 
presence of any enemy corps on march to the Sierra Morena. The chef de Battalion 
Daguzan, who has come from Madrid with dispatches for your Excellence not having 
met any, I do not think I should go any higher. In consequence, I am taking position 
here today and will return tomorrow to Bailen. I am told that the enemy occupies 
Baeza, Ubeda, Linares and Mengibar; that Reding is in the latter place; No-one can 
tell me who commands at Baeza. I have written to general Dufour to reinforce the 
post at Ste Helene. He will join me tomorrow at Guarroman and if he confirms that the 
insurgents are at Linares I will go there and then return to establish myself at Bailen, 
at least if circumstances do not require me to send reconnaissances to Baeza and 
Ubeda.” Among other things he told Dupont that the courier sent from Andujar had 
been captured by the enemy at la Carolina.  
 
This last letter is controversial since the prosecution claimed that it had been found in 
Dupont's papers and that this proved Bailen had not been occupied during the day of 
the 18th. Reding's report to Castanos stated that having been joined by Coupigny's 
division he had left Mengibar at daybreak and occupied Bailen without resistance. 
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The report of the English Captain Whittingham stated that they occupied Bailen at 
9am. The report of Castanos to the Junta at Seville stated that “On the 18th General 
Reding wrote to inform me that at 9am he had entered Bailen with his own division 
and that of the marquis de Coupigny.”  Vedel wrote to Dupont on the 19th that he had 
tried to send the despatches from Belliard to Andujar on the morning of the 18th but 
the detachment carrying them had not been able to get through and had returned 
them to him on the evening of the 18th. To Cavrois, Vedel wrote on the 18th that “the 
letter of yesterday evening should have been given to you by a Spanish courier whom 
I was sending to Andujar.” It is possible that the controversial letter to Dupont was 
also carried by a local agent who was able to slip through the enemy lines. The arrival 
of dispatches from Madrid was used as evidence that communications were free to 
the rear but we have already seen that none of Dupont's letters had reached Madrid.  
 
At some time on the 18th Vedel wrote from La Carolina to General Cavrois, who had 
originally been left holding the strongpoint of the Hermitage at Bailen, “I wrote to you 
yesterday evening from Guarroman to tell you to leave at once and rejoin me at Ste 
Helene, The circumstances having changed you will establish yourself with your 
troops at Guarroman and watch the roads to Linares and to Bailen.” To Dufour he 
wrote, “The information I received here does not confirm the existence of any enemy 
corps in the mountains of the Sierra-Morena.” He told Dufour to send out 
reconnaissances and if they did not find the enemy to leave Ste Helene at midnight 
and move to Guarroman. “I will also establish myself tomorrow at Bailen but I will not 
make this movement until I have received your reply to this letter.” Dufour had already 
written to report his arrival at Ste Helene and the absence of any significant enemy 
forces. “You know better than I the resources that this position offers today for 
provisions of which I fear a shortage, also of forage for the cavalry. I doubt that I can 
get my provisions brought from La Mancha whose inhabitants will refuse to fulfil the 
requisition seeing that there are no troops in that country to enforce it..... I have food 
only for one day after which I will again be obliged to put the troops on half-rations.” 
 
At La Carolina on the 18th Vedel received a dispiriting report on the state of his 
artillery. Due mainly to the wood drying out in the heat a quarter of the wheels were 
no longer serviceable; they could not be replaced and would take at least eight days 
to repair. This was in spite of the extensive refurbishment done on the wheels during 
their time at Bailen. 
 
General Reding's after-battle report to Castanos (date July 22nd) was published in 
the Madrid Gazette of August the 9th: the main points are that Dupont's attack began 
at 3am; at daybreak the Spanish troops were in possession of the heights and the 
enemy was attacking at several points: “Everywhere he was repulsed and even 
pursued, in spite of the force of his attacks which he repeated without any interruption 
other than that necessary to fall back and to form new columns. Towards 12.30pm, 
fatigued without having been able to gain ground, although he had several time 
broken our lines of defence with the intrepidity of troops accustomed to conquering, 
he came almost to our batteries, which were served that day in an astonishing 
manner, and he was repulsed. General Dupont commenced the last attack by putting 
himself and the other generals at the lead of his columns under the fire of our artillery 
and continued it with a really admirable firmness, but without better success. 
According to what the enemy has reported he had 14 guns dismounted, 2,000 dead 
and a great number wounded, among them Dupont and two other generals.” 
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“Reduced to such circumstances General Dupont asked to enter into a capitulation: 
the hostilities were suspended on both sides and it was stipulated that each army 
would keep its respective position.” 
 
Major Teulet to his wife, July 22nd, from the battlefield of Bailen: “Our small division, 
8,000 men strong has had to fight in the gorges a Spanish army corps of line troops, 
20-22,000 strong, in position on the heights of Bailen having at least thirty pieces of 
artillery, most of them of large calibre. I had the honour of commanding the advance 
guard. At 3am my advance guard met the enemy; I attacked him; in spite of his 
superiority I did not lose an inch of ground. At 6am I had my horse killed under me...” 
 
Bailen July 19th, Reding to Castanos: “At noon, when the firing began to slacken, an 
envoy from general Dupont presented himself. As I had no authority to treat and had 
never had to occupy myself with such a matter I am sending you this same Villoutreys 
so that he can tell you all that is needed. During this time we will be at rest and I will 
send some water to the enemy in case of necessity. I cannot extend myself further. 
General Pena has my advice to stay in the same position in which he finds himself 
which I believe to be half a league from the French army.” 
 
Lapena to Castanos, from the Rumblar July 19th: “I have arrived in front of the enemy 
with the division of the advance guard under my command; at this moment there was 
an order to announce my arrival to General Reding by three discharges of artillery. 
Following this signal a French officer came to me with a trumpeter to beg me to 
suspend hostilities since General Dupont has sent an envoy to YE.”  
 
The Saragossa Gazette of August 30th had a report from Lapena to Castanos:  
 
“On the morning of the 19th YE, informed of the hasty evacuation of Andujar by 
General Dupont, had my reserve reinforced by several corps in order that I should 
cross Andujar and pursue the enemy's retreat. . . I formed three columns which 
marched by the right, left and middle of the royal road [this seems to suggest the 
roadway was less narrow than Villoutreys claimed]; I forced the march in spite of the 
excessive heat until I caught up with the enemy. I then ordered that several cannon 
shot should be fired so my presence was known to the divisions Reding and 
Coupigny. All being ready for the attack, I let it be known to General Dupont that he 
should surrender at discretion with all his army. Shortly afterwards the colonels 
Copon and Crux presented themselves with several enemy envoys who asked to 
capitulate, assuring me that other deputies were treating at the same time with 
General Reding. I sent them to YE and took up a position in such a manner as to 
surround the enemy in the case of the proposals not being accepted.” 
 
“The following day, seeing that nothing was concluded and suspecting that the enemy 
only sought to gain time and to abuse our generosity, I gave the order for a new 
attack if he did not surrender at discretion. His response was to send General 
Marescot to me who was to treat with YE: I did not admit this new delay, observing 
that I was authorised by YE to treat and letting him know of the mistrust inspired by 
the French general. In consequence he asked for another hour which I granted while 
reminding him that the first condition had to be that they should surrender, at least on 
the same conditions as the fleet at Cadiz. He returned, in fact, before the hour was 
up, accompanied by General Chabert and two envoys with full written powers from 
General Dupont; after that, I suspended my attack but in order to prevent any surprise 
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I made the enemy advance posts fall back before me and posted myself in such a 
way on his front and his flanks that General Dupont notified me that he would not 
defend himself even if he was attacked.” 
 
He goes on to pay tribute to the conduct of his own troops in spite of the “fatigues of a 
season so scorching that I lost several of my men suffocated by the heat and thirst.” 
 
Castanos to the Supreme Junta of Seville, HQ at Andujar July 19th at 6pm:  
 
“At 5.30pm an emissary officer arrived asking that I should order General Lapena to 
suspend hostilities while General Dupont conferred with General Reding. I refused. A 
few moment later I received a letter from General Lapena announcing that the enemy 
was asking to make a capitulation: I am not granting him any other than that of 
constituting himself prisoner of war, permitting the generals and officers to keep only 
their sword and portemanteau with linen for personal use, given the pillage that they 
have carried out in our towns, and giving them the assurance that they will be treated 
with the same consideration employed with regard to the fleet at Cadiz, which is 
natural to the Spanish generosity. In waiting for me to send these details YE must 
know that we have taken guns and prisoners and, in a word, General Dupont is 
surrounded.”  
 
Lapena to Castanos, July 19th, evening:  
 
“This evening I sent an envoy, Captain Corral, to General Dupont to notify him that 
my operations do not depend on those of General Reding and that if he does not 
immediately constitute himself prisoner with all his army I will be forced to execute the 
orders of my general in chief. On the urging of Corral he said that he had just sent 
one of his principal officers to YE and that he had treated for a continuation. I must let 
you know that Corral noticed the distress and the critical situation of the enemy. I am 
holding the excellent position that I took up this evening.....” 
 
On the morning of the 19th Vedel left La Carolina and marched to Guarroman from 
where he wrote to Dupont: 
 
“From 4am I have heard quite a lively firing of cannon and, at intervals, of musketry. I 
presume that it is between Andujar and Bailen. The fire ceased at my arrival at 
Guarroman. I went to the heights in front of the village, a great cloud of dust 
appearing above the Andujar road made me think that YE had decided to leave that 
town to go to Bailen and that you had been disturbed by the enemy. I do not know if 
my conjectures are well-founded; in any case I count on rejoining YE this evening at 
Bailen. I have sent to Linares; it is reported that there are no enemy there. I must 
therefore think that they have gone to Bailen to seek to trouble you at that point. The 
speed I will put into my march will perhaps put the enemy between you and me. I 
hope to make use of this circumstance; my troops are burning with the desire to fight 
if they get the opportunity and I do not doubt that they will acquire new claims to your 
esteem and to glory.” 
 
“I received by return courier your letter dated yesterday. I have left General Lefranc in 
position at Aldea del Rio to cover the route from Linares to La Carolina. He has with 
him generals Dufour and Lagrange, his advance posts are at Guarroman.” He then 
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mentioned that the dispatches to Belliard had not been able to get through and had 
been returned to him the previous evening. 
  
To Lefranc, Vedel sent the order to cover the Sierra-Morena with the troops of Dufour 
and Lagrange. “The battalions of the division Gobert left at Manzanares and 
Madridejos should have had the order to rejoin the division, assure yourself that this 
order has been carried out. I am going to Bailen where it appears that the enemy is; 
write to me as often as possible. Establish yourself at Aldea del Rio to be nearer 
Guarroman where you should have your advance posts and from where you can draw 
some provisions.” There follows some further advice on observing the enemy. 
 
From the HQ at the camp of Bailen, July 19th, Dupont to Vedel:  
 
“I beg you, my dear general not to act until new orders. After what happened 
yesterday it has been agreed between Reding and me that we will seek the means of 
making an arrangement and officers have in consequence been sent to Castanos. I 
expect his reply within a few hours. I have complete trust in the good faith of General 
Reding and you will be notified of the conventions which will be made.” 
 
Again Dupont to Vedel, July 20th:  
 
“I have not seen the return of the ADC whom I sent to you this morning. I beg you to 
tell me what could have retained him, he was carrying a letter relating to the return of 
the two guns and the battalion that you took yesterday.” 
 
The camp before Bailen July 20th, Vedel to Dupont:  
 
“I have received your letter. Your ADC who brought it to me left an hour ago. I have, 
at the same time, sent Captain Baste to General Reding to notify that I am putting a 
stay to the execution of your orders for the return of the prisoners and cannons 
because I observed that the armistice has been infringed on the side of the enemy in 
sending troops to our right and our left to outflank us. If the enemy brings back these 
troops I will execute the orders of YE.” 
 
Lapena to Castanos, July 20th:  
 
“As soon as I received the order from YE I sent an envoy to General Dupont to 
declare to him that if he did not surrender at discretion with his army I would at once 
reopen hostilities. The response was to send General Marescot who expressed his 
intention of going to YE. I did not permit him and told him that if he had powers he 
could treat with me because I could not by any means suspend my operations; he 
replied that he did not have powers. I replied that, in that case, it was pointless for 
him to go to YE, that I would not admit any proposal than that of surrendering at 
discretion and that I would suspend my march only in the event that the whole army 
surrendered on the same conditions as the French squadron at Cadiz. Struck by my 
precise words he asked to return to General Dupont, giving me his word to return 
within one hour. He seemed to agree to everything and I am waiting for him to send 
him to YE if his proposal conforms to to what YE gave me to understand; otherwise I 
will continue my operations will conform to the orders of YE in sending General 
Marescot to his camp...The division Jones is now arriving.” 
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PS: “General Marescot let slip in conversation that there were no French troops at 
Despenaperros. Perhaps it would be good to occupy this point without loss of time.” 
 
In his report to the Junta at Seville, Castanos said 
 
 “During this suspension General Vedel, who was with his division at Guarroman, 
made a movement on Bailen in contravention of the laws of war and, in consequence, 
the rest of the division Jones joined Lapena and both made their dispositions to attack 
General Dupont , telling him that he should surrender at discretion without further 
discussion, but the latter sent Vedel back to his position and the capitulation was 
concluded.” 
 
At the demand of General Barbou, a report of the deliberation of the council of war 
was prepared: 
 
“From the camp before Bailen, July 20th 1808” 
 
“The general in chief having gathered in his tent the generals and superior officers 
asked for their advice on the situation in which the army corps found itself and on the 
proposal made by the enemy to surrender as prisoners of war. It was considered that 
the combat of the day before, which had lasted nine hours and which had been so 
violent and so murderous, not having produced the expected result of opening the 
passage through Bailen of which the enemy, 20-25,000 strong was master, it was not 
possible to engage again with any hope of success. It was observed that the morale 
of the troops was much altered, that nearly all our artillery was dismounted, that the 
rest of the army of Castanos was on our rear and closed the Andujar road and that 
the terrain did not allow any passage by the flanks. In this critical position it was 
judged that the honour of the army had been saved by the combat of the day before, 
in which flags and guns had been taken from the enemy, and where French bravery 
had distinguished itself, it was indispensable to adhere to the propositions of the 
enemy to conserve these devoted troops to the service of HM the Emperor.” 
 
“In consequence, the generals and superior officers undersigned declare that the 
general in chief, in taking this decision, yields to the most evident military necessity 
and that, finding himself surrounded by an enemy army of 40,000 men he should 
avoid, by a treaty which in no way violates the honour of the army, the complete ruin 
of these same troops.” 
 
“Signed: Divisional general Barbou; divisional general Rouyer; divisional general 
Fresia; brigade general commanding the artillery, Faultrier; brigade general 
commanding the engineers, Dabadie; brigade general Chabert; brigade general 
Pannetier; brigade general Schramm; colonel Freuller, major Teulet; major Delenne; 
major Esteve.” 
 
Chabert denied having been present though it would seem most likely he would have 
been summoned. Titeux claims that his signature was on the document: he gives the 
facsimile but I am not convinced I can identify it there. 
 
The negotiators had met at the post house and when they left to go to Andujar, 
Lapena sent Dupont a copy of the stipulations agreed with a note:  
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“I have the honour to address to YE the attached folder containing the capitulations 
agreed between the two armies.” Dated the Rumblar, July 20th.  
 
There are a few other snippets of correspondence for the 21st: Lapena reported that 
he had begun sending food to the French troops; the English observer wrote  
 
“Coupigny has been detached with his division to take the defiles of the Sierra-
Morena.”; Vedel, now at Ste Helene, wrote to Belliard that there were enemy troops at 
El Viso “The warning confirms that they are delaying only to surround me”. 
 
Chief of staff Legendre to Vedel , from the camp under Bailen July 21st 1808, carried 
by Martial Thomas:  
 
“I am notifying you that your division finds itself included in the treaty which we have 
just made with the general in chief of the Spanish army. In consequence, take care 
not to go back and remain where you find yourself at present while waiting till I can 
send you a copy of the treaty.” Vedel replied to Dupont “I have received the letter that 
YE had written to me by his chief of staff; in consequence of the dispositions it 
prescribed I will remain where I am at Ste Helene until new orders from YE.” 
 
To Reding Vedel wrote:  
 
“General Vedel has received the letter which was brought to him by adjudant-
commandant Martial Thomas, written by the chief of staff of General Dupont, 
announcing that the troops of the division are included in the treaty that HE has just 
made with the Spanish army and, in this case, he acquiesces in all the conditions of 
the treaty which General Dupont will have signed.” Vedel, Ste Helene July 21st 1808. 
(this letter is taken from Arteche, not from Vedel's correspondence) 
 
Dupont to Vedel, July 21st carried by Privé:  
 
“General, your division is included in the treaty that has just taken place with the 
general in chief of the Spanish army. I sent you this morning the order to halt with 
your troops. I am renewing this order in order that you should stop where you are 
found.” Baste was with Privé and on their way they met Martial Thomas returning with 
Cassagne who was reporting from Vedel. 
 
Chabert to Dupont, Andujar July 22nd 1808:  
 
“I have the honour of sending you the Capitulation and the supplementary articles. So 
that the lists that I am taking the liberty of asking from you in the attached letter reach 
me promptly, I beg you to address them to General Moreno, chief of HQ staff who is 
at the HQ of General Lapena.” 
 
PS: “These gentlemen desire that General Vedel should commence his movement to 
approach us the day after tomorrow in order not to delay the march of the columns 
which should have a three day interval between them.” 
 
Proclamation of Castanos to his army, Colmenar July 27th 
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“Spaniards – Do you want to be good soldiers? Then learn to respect misfortune. The 
French troops under the orders of the brave General Dupont, unarmed and prisoners 
of war, will be crossing the whole of Andalusia to go to San Lucar where they must 
embark for Rochefort in virtue of the capitulation I have already published.” 
 
“Fathers of families who have sons in my armies, give to the French all the help that 
they need and all the care they ask for. Reflect that a similar fate could be that of your 
children and that if that should happen (please God it will not) you would want them to 
be treated with kindness and humanity. Anyone who insults a Frenchman will be 
taken to HQ where a specially convoked conseil de guerre will condemn them to 
death within 24 hours.” 
 
“My soldiers, write to your families and let them know that the French are brave and 
good in themselves and that they deserve to be treated with generosity. If they came 
here to fight it was because they had been ordered and they are not guilty of the 
affronts made to us and of the ignominy which their government wanted to cover us in 
the eyes of Europe and of posterity.” 
 
To be continued. 
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