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The Napoleon Series 
 
The Bailen Enquiry Part VI: Gathering the Evidence for the High Court; 
Vedel and Chabert. 
 
By Susan Howard 
 
Vedel was interrogated at the Abbaye on February 17th 1809. he gave his name as 
Dominique Honore Marie Antoine Vedel, age 37 years. The first questions concerned 
his arrival at Ste Helene and the orders he received from Dupont at that time. He 
stated that he had 5,000 men in his division to which was added 500 under the 
command of General Roize and a detachment under Captain Baste; he had 11 guns. 
Moving on to July he stated that on the 13th General Liger-Belair’s advance post at 
Mengibar was driven back and the enemy occupied the village. On the 15th Vedel 
went to support Liger-Belair; he estimated the enemy force at around 3,000 and 
reinforced Liger-Belair with four companies, he was preparing to return to Bailen 
when an ADC from Dupont reached him.  
 

“The ADC brought me the order to send to Andujar one battalion and one 
squadron, or a brigade if the enemy was not showing in force in front of me. I 
learned from him that the lively cannonade that I had been hearing during the 
morning had been directed against Andujar; that the enemy had tried to cross 
the Guadalquivir; that he had effected the crossing at several points but still in 
small numbers. Feeling the danger to which the general in chief with his much 
inferior forces were exposed and judging the post of Mengibar sufficiently 
guarded and able to be assisted by General Gobert I decided to march to the 
support of Andujar. Not wanting to do anything contrary to the intentions of the 
general in chief I immediately sent one of my ADCs, Walner, with the officer 
who had brought me the orders, named Desfontaines, in order to receive a 
counter order on the road if the general in chief saw fit.” 
 
“I notified General Gobert of this movement at once, so that he could support 
General Liger-Belair at need. My ADC reached Andujar at 7pm on the 15th. I 
set out and arrived at the post house halfway between Bailen and Andujar at 
two hours after midnight. The nature and difficulties of the road prevented me 
from arriving earlier. I halted to collect the troops and left, my movement not 
having been countermanded, at 4.30 am for Andujar. The enemy was then 
renewing his attack against Andujar and this became so serious that the 
general in chief sent me several officers in order to accelerate my march but I 
could not arrive before 10 am. The enemy, at the sight of the reinforcements I 
was bringing, reduced his fire and soon it stopped.” 

 
He added a brief account of what had happened at Mengibar.  
 

Q: Did General Dupont let you know that he had received the news of your 
march to Andujar on the 15th at 7pm?” 
 
A: “My ADC came back to me on my arrival at Andujar without having received 
any order other than to place myself behind the cavalry division.”  
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Q: “In that position, what orders did you receive from General Dupont on the 
16th?” 
 
A: “To take myself in haste to Bailen. This order was occasioned by the arrival 
of a staff officer from the division Gobert which announced what had happened 
to this division. The order to leave was given to me in writing by the general in 
chief at his dinner-time, which was usually very late, and I left at 9pm. My 
instructions were to join General Dufour, to repulse the enemy to Mengibar and 
to make him recross the river, to attack the enemy if he was at Baeza, to return 
to Bailen and from there to Andujar, leaving posts at Bailen to guard this point.”  
 
Q: “What did you do on your arrival at Bailen?” 
 
A: “Not having found General Dufour at Bailen I took up position at 8.30 am on  
the 17th. I sent an account to the general in chief of my arrival at Bailen and of 
the departure of General Dufour. I sent out reconnaissances towards the 
Guadalquivir: they saw nothing. Presuming that General Dufour had taken to 
road to La Carolina I sent him a trusted courier; this courier, having met 
General Dufour at Guarroman, brought me a letter from him in which he told 
me that on the warning that he had received that a corps of 10,000 men had 
gone to take the Sierra-Morena he had no doubt that the intention of the enemy 
was to enclose us in the mountains and so he had left Bailen at midnight to 
forestall the enemy and that he, General Dufour, was in position at 
Guarroman.” 
 
“I sent this original report to the general in chief. I wrote to him that I was going 
to join General Dufour to try to reach the enemy quickly and fight him. The 
general in chief replied on the evening of the 17th; he approved the movement 
of General Dufour and mine and gave me latitude to seek out the enemy 
everywhere I might meet him and, above all, to prevent him crossing into La 
Mancha by the Quemada road; to attack the enemy if I had sufficient forces 
and in the contrary case to manouevre and to wait till he, the general in chief 
came to my assistance. The general in chief saw so well the gap which was 
going to exist between him and me that he gave the order to raise the camp of 
Andujar on the evening of the 17th: this order was, unfortunately, revoked. 
Should I not have expected from the letter of the general in chief that he would 
leave the position of Andujar immediately? All the more in that he told me that 
he would not remain there but would profit from the separation of the enemy 
into several corps to crush them.” 
 
Q: “What further orders did you receive from General Dupont?” 
 
A: “A letter of the 18th which confirmed the preceding orders and which told me 
to return to Bailen after having beaten the enemy. I believe this letter also told 
me to guard Baeza and Linares.” 
 
Q: “When did you make your junction with General Dufour and  what did you do 
then?” 
 
A: “My junction with General Dufour took place at midnight on the 17th. He 
confirmed to me the report that he had made the same day: I took up position 
at Guarroman; I sent General Dufour at once to Ste Helene, I followed him with 
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my troops some hours later. General Dufour must have almost arrived at Ste 
Helene at the same time as I did at La Carolina: I had the road from Puerto del 
Rey, or Quemada, reconnoitred. General Dufour took up position at Ste Helene 
and I at La Carolina; General Dufour wrote to me that he had seen some armed 
troops, but in small numbers. It was then that I realised that General Dufour 
had been deceived by a false report and that the enemy had not marched to 
occupy the Sierra-Morena.” 
 
Q: “From the orders given to you by the general in chief and the news that you 
had just learned, what movement did you then make with your division.”  
 
A: “I gave the order to General Dufour to turn back and to come and join me, 
leaving two battalions at Ste Helene. Since the 15th my troops had been 
constantly on the move; they had marched day and night: the fatigue, the lack 
of subsistence, given that since the 14th my division had only received a half -
ration of biscuit distributed at Andujar on the 16th; the well-recognised 
impossibility of subsisting during the 18th other than at La Carolina from the 
fruits that the gardens of that town offered, determined me to take up my 
position to wait for General Dufour and to repair the carriages of my artillery, 
which was my constant occupation. The troops of General Dufour joined me 
between 1 and 2am on the 19th and I left at daybreak for Bailen.”  
 
Q: “Did you give notice of this movement to General Dupont and did he receive 
it?” 
 
A: “I gave notice to General Dupont but, as I had it carried by  a man of the 
country, I do not know if he received it.” 
 
Q: “What were the operations during the day of the 19th?” 
 
A: “I cannot say precisely what time I arrived at Guarroman but I am sure that  
half or three-quarters of an hour after I arrived the firing ceased to be heard: I 
had heard it since leaving La Carolina. The firing having stopped, I believed I 
could, without inconvenience, wait at Guarroman for the return of a 
reconnaissance that I had sent towards Linares, which I had been assured was 
occupied by the enemy. I left General Lefranc in position at Guarroman with the 
rest of the troops of the division Gobert and I left towards noon with those of 
my division for Bailen.” 
 
“After arriving near the heights of that town I saw the enemy and disposed 
myself to attack him. While I was making these dispositions two officers sent as 
envoys by General Reding were announced, they notified me that he had 
concluded an armistice with General Dupont. I told these officers to return to 
their general and to warn him that I was going to attack him. These officers 
insisting, I decided that while my troops were forming up I would send one of 
my ADCs, chef de battalion Meunier, to General Reding to find out for himself 
whether it was true that there were staff officers from General Dupont with 
General Reding at that time: I gave orders to this officer to return within quarter 
of an hour.” 
 
“As soon as I had seen the enemy I had sent word to General Lefranc to come 
and join me. Not seeing the ADC return I ordered the attack. I  was already 
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master of the heights of Bailen, I had made more than 1000 prisoners and 
taken two guns; my troops were going to carry the position of the Hermitage, 
which I was then cannonading briskly, when the ADC Barbarin brought me the 
order not to undertake anything against the enemy till new orders. I knew 
nothing of what had happened and I remained in the false persuasion that the 
affair had been fortunate. It was only in the morning of the 20th that my ADC, 
returning from General Dupont where General Reding had sent him, informed 
me of the position of the general in chief. According to the order I had been 
given, having ceased fire, I established my division in the positions it had taken 
from the enemy.” 
 
Q: “Was your success in their attack on the enemy disputed or did you take the 
battalion, the flags and the guns because the enemy troops, relying on the 
truce, did not defend themselves?” 
 
A: “The right of the enemy was turned by my cavalry and attacked in front by 
my infantry. In that position the enemy made little resistance but his left, at the 
position of the Hermitage, at first drove back the 1st battalion of the 5th Legion, 
which attacked it. I had this battalion supported by the 1st battalion of the 3rd 
Swiss regiment, which also gave way, and I was ordering the cavalry and the 
rest of the 5th Legion to take this position by force when the ADC Barbarin 
brought me the order not to undertake anything against the enemy. I concluded 
from this that the defence had been as vigorous on the part of the enemy as it 
could have been.” 
 
Q: “You could have left La Carolina earlier and, even in leaving at the time you 
did, you could have arrived sooner on the rear of General Reding, before 
General Dupont was obliged to end the fighting.” 
 
A: “The distance from La Carolina to Bailen was such that a small body of 
troops would have taken 9-10 hours to cover it [Titeux: less than 26km]; a 
larger corps marching in order, to be ready for all events, must necessarily 
have longer. When I reached Guarroman it was essential to make a halt there: I 
believe it did not exceed two hours. The excessive heat; a thick cloud of dust; 
the irresistible attraction of water which the soldiers made for whenever they 
found it; several accidents to the carriages of my artillery which needed 
immediate repair; the state of exhaustion of my troops due to the long 
privations and the fatigues of duty; all this conspired to slow my march. A half 
or three-quarters of an hour after my arrival at Guarroman, the firing having 
ceased and not being more than halfway to Bailen, it is proved that I could not 
have arrived before the end of the combat; if the firing had lasted two hours 
longer it would have been impossible for me to cover that distance within the 
time.” 
 
Q: “At what time did Barbarin, ADC to General Dupont, bring you the order to 
cease firing?” 
 
A: “I think it was about 3.30pm [sic] on the 19th”  
 
Q: “What account did he give you of the position of General Dupont?”  
 
A; “He gave me no account: he was accompanied by a Spanish officer.”  
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Q: “Did he leave immediately?” 
 
A: “Yes, at once.” 
 
Q: “And without telling you that General Dupont was in the most critical 
position?” 
 
A: “Without telling me anything, so that I remained in the persuasion that the 
affair had been fortunate: the whole of my divis ion believed it too.” 
 
Q: “How long did you remain in this ignorance?” 
 
A: “Until the next day, the 20th, on the return of my ADC Meunier.”  
 
Q: “Did this ADC bring you some orders or instructions from General Dupont?”  
 
A: “This ADC told me that he was ordered to let me know the position of the 
general in chief; that the general in chief had told him that he desired that I 
should be able to retire but that he believed it would be difficult; that the 
general in chief was forming several projects, either to attack the enemy again 
or for me to retire if I could; and finally that I should hold my position until he 
gave me further orders.” 
 

On being asked, he said had not been told anything about being included in the truce.  
 
Q: “When did you receive from general Dupont the order to return what you had 
taken from the enemy?” 
 
A: “On the 20th an ADC from General Dupont brought me the written order to 
return everything and gave me a verbal order to avoid executing it as far as I 
could: it was only later that, by another ADC, I received verbally the absolute 
order to return everything.” 
 
Q: “Did General Dupont not order you to operate your retreat to the Sierra-
Morena?” 
 
A: “This order was brought to me, I believe, by the ADC Choiseul, given that 
the proposition that I had made of attacking the enemy afresh on the 21st had 
not taken place. The same intention had been shown by the general in chief, 
but it seems that the troops under his orders were no longer in a state to 
undertake it. This order and several others had been given and withdrawn in 
the same day; my movement was begun and well advanced when, on the 
evening of the 20th, an ADC of the general in chief came to order me to 
suspend it but it was too advanced and I continued as far as Ste Helene which 
I reached before noon on the 21st, leaving behind me more than 800 men worn 
down by fatigue and hunger but who could have rejoined me since I was not 
pursued. It was there that I received in writing, at noon from General Legendre, 
at 1pm from General Dupont, the order to halt wherever I was since I was 
included in the capitulation which had just been concluded.” 
 
Q: “Were you informed of the conditions of the capitulation?” 
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A: “Not at that time: it was only at Guarroman where I had returned by order of 
General Dupont, that I was sent a copy of the capitulation in the night of the 
23rd to 24th.” 
 
Q: “Did you not have any knowledge of the proposed conditions before this?”  
 
A: “I had none. I could have had if Captain Baste had been able to gain 
admittance to the conferences. The capitulation had been made without anyone 
making any notification or communication whatever.” 
 
Q: “Why did you not continue your retreat which was already so advanced on 
the 21st?” 
 
A: “Because I had received the order of the general in chief to halt where I was  
given that I was included in the capitulation which had just been concluded.”  
 
Q: “Had Captain Baste, on his return, not informed you of the conditions of the 
capitulation?” 
 
A: “He said that he had no positive knowledge: that he had only heard it said 
that my division was not prisoner of war.” 
 
Q: “Why, at this time, did you not send your protest against this project to 
General Dupont?” 
 
A: “Because I did not believe I had the right: besides I had no means of 
sending anything to General Dupont.” 
 
Q: “When you had learned this news from Captain Baste, why did it not confirm 
your resolution to operate your retreat?” 
 
A: “I believed I would have been held guilty of violating the capitulation by the 
enemy, which would necessarily have been imputed to me; although obedience 
had never been more painful; I believed I should sacrifice myself to the 
existence of the division Barbou against which the enemy would have turned 
his rage. On another side I would have take on myself all the losses that I 
would have made, all that I would have suffered in my retreat. On yet another 
side, General Privé had just told me that the whole of La Mancha had risen, 
that the passage would be cut and demanded, in the name of the generals, not 
to sacrifice them to the fury of the Spanish.” 
 
Q: “It seems that the rumours were not true but that you could have operated 
your retreat.” 
 
A: “I believe that I could have operated it, at least if the lack of subsistences 
had not opposed it.” 
 
Q: “Were your feelings not wounded by the article in the capitu lation relating to 
the church vessels and was it executed in your division.” 
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A: “The order did not concern me. My division had only been on detachment at 
the taking of Jaen and I gave very strict orders to prevent the violation of 
churches and all properties.” 
 
Q: “However Captain Baste had Jaen pillaged for several hours.”  
 
A: “He was not then employed in my division.” 
 
Q: “Did you know anything about the causes of the pillage of the baggage of 
the army at Port Ste Marie?” 
 
A: “No, except by the letters of captain-general Morla.” 
 
Q: “Did General Dupont have you given a gratification when you rejoined him?”  
 
A: “Yes, I received from the paymaster of my division 10,000 francs for secret 
expenses.” 
 
Q: “Do you know from which funds this sum had been taken?” 
 
A: “I do not know it.” 
 
Q: “It was not then General Legendre who gave you these funds?”  
 
A: “He gave them to my paymaster when he saw him at Andujar.” 
 
Q: “Were you and your division pillaged?” 
 
A: “We were often threatened with it. We had many partial thefts but were  not 
pillaged and I heard it said by the people that it was because we had not 
stolen. However, at Cadiz the customs officers would not let us embark our 
money and we were obliged to leave it against letters of exchange.”  
 
Signed by Regnaud and Vedel. 
 

On February 20th it was Chabert’s turn to be interrogated: he gave his name and age 
as Theodore Chabert age 50 years. Regnaud began directly at the battle.  
 

Q: “What corps were you commanding at the affair of the 19th before Bailen?”  
 
A: “Three battalions of the 4th Legion and the 3rd battalion of the 4th Swiss 
regiment.” 
 
Q: “Where were your troops at the moment when General Dupont asked for the 
truce?” 
 
A: “We were in the olive grove on the left of the road to Bailen, on the field of  
battle from which we had repulsed the enemy.” 
 
Q: “What losses had the troops under your command suffered?” 
 



© 1995 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 

 

A: “At the time of the suspension of arms I had 600 men out of action of which 
a great number were officers. I had only one superior officer left, chef de 
bataillion Baraige. The batallions were commanded by captains and some 
companies by sous-officiers.” 
 
Q: “Did you take part in the deliberation which took place in the camp on July 
20th, at the quarters of the general in chief, concerning the proposition of 
capitulation?” 
 
A: “At about 8am I went to the quarters of the general in chief where I found the 
generals Marescot, Barbouf, Fresia and other general officers. They all told me 
that they had the sad conviction that nothing more could be hoped for from the 
soldiers, exhausted by fatigue, thirst and hunger; that they were forced to treat 
with the enemy chief; that I had been chosen for this mission. I observed that I 
was less fit than any other to fulfil it, that I did not even know the customary 
formalities, that General Marescot, or any other, would do infinitely better. 
General Marescot objected that not being part of the army corps he could not 
be charged with the powers of the general in chief but that if it was necessary 
he would come with me voluntarily to help me with his advice. I persisted in my 
refusal but, pressed by my comrades, I yielded to their wishes.”  
 
Q: “Why at that moment, instead of capitulating, was there no attempt to make 
a combined attack against General Reding, as General Vedel had proposed, 
and so to make a way through the enemy division?” 
 
A: “I do not know if General Vedel had proposed to make an attack in concert 
with the troops of General Dupont but, what was certain, is that nothing could 
be hoped from the troops which were between the Rumblar and Bailen. We had 
done all that it was possible to do to rally them; they were so overwhelmed by 
weakness and discouragement that most of soldiers had discarded their 
cartridges.” 
 
Q: “Then General Dupont had not informed the assembled generals of the 
proposal made to him by General Vedel to make a combined attack.” 
 
A: “I do not know if General Dupont had informed the other generals of it: as for 
me, I did not know of it. I do not even know if General Vedel had made the 
proposal.” 
 
Q: “When you left to regulate the conditions of the capitulation, with whom did 
you leave, and what instructions had you received?” 
 
A: “I left with General Marescot, his two ADCs and Villoutreys. The general 
gave me written power to treat with the enemy chief and, to General Marescot 
and me, verbal instructions to make all our efforts to obtain the retiral to 
Madrid.” 
 
Q: “When they refused to permit the evacuation of troops to Madrid, did you 
take new instructions from General Dupont?” 
 
A: “The enemy having, after long debates, positively refused the evacuation to 
Madrid we could only, after further long debates, obtain the capitulation which 
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was signed. On the 21st I went to the general in chief to whom I communicated 
the conditions and with whom I left a copy: after having examined it he 
authorised me to sign it and gave me the supplementary articles with the order 
to return to Andujar and to conclude it.” 
 
Q: “Who was charged with the discussion with the enemy general?”  
 
A: “General Marescot and me.” 
 
Q: “What part did Villoutreys take?” 
 
A: “He did not positively take part in the discussion but he discussed on his  
own side with the enemy generals present and notably with the captain-general 
of Grenada who was seeking to break up the capitulation” 
Q: “Why did you include the division Vedel in the capitulation when it was not 
included in the truce?” 
 
A: “The enemy general had already discussed this matter with General 
Marescot, who had been sent to him before we were both charged with treating 
definitively. He did not wish to enter into any kind of accommodation if the 
division Vedel was not included in the treaty: further more, it could not have 
been included in the truce, given that it had not arrived when the truce had 
been asked for and consented to.” 
 
Q: “What would have happened if you had absolutely refused to include the 
division Vedel in the treaty?” 
 
A: “Firstly, the enemy, that is to say, General Lapena who was on the rear of 
the division Barbou, would have fallen on the division Barbou. Secondly, 
General Vedel would have found, either in the Sierra-Morena or in La Mancha, 
obstacles which would have prevented his passage to Madrid and he would 
have been pursued by the corps of Reding.” 
 
Q: “However, General Marescot has said that Villoutreys had announced to 
General Dupont on the 20th that General Castanos was demanding that the 
division Barbou should surrender at discretion and, as for the division Vedel, it 
was not surrounded, it was not included in this summons and that he was going 
to fight it.” 
 
A: “I know nothing of it and I do not believe that Villoutreys held this language.” 
 
Q: “You are saying that General Vedel would not have been able to retire 
however, he had already made his retreat with success and the head of his 
column was already at Ste Helene when he received the order to return to his 
position at Bailen.” 
 
A: “I am certain that General Vedel could not have effected his retreat. He said 
that to General Cervoni, which was repeated to me by General Dejean, 
commandant at Marseille. The enemy troops were holding the passes of the 
Sierra-Morena; La Mancha was insurgent and, being pursued by the divisions 
of Reding and Coupigny, General Vedel could not have effected his retreat.”  
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Q: “Why did you allow the article concerning the church vessels to be put in the 
capitulation?” 
 
A: “This note was given to me in writing by General Marescot as an absolute 
demand from the enemy general: I refused to accept it, saying that I would not 
sign the capitulation if this condition was in it. He engaged me to speak to 
General Castanos, to whom I observed, also to his chief of staff, that I would 
not sign the capitulation if this note made part of it. I observed besides, that I 
did not know if sacred vessels had been stolen, that I did not believe it; in any 
case, what idea would they have of us if we consented to the insertion of such 
an article? After that there were two new versions made and the last, which 
was inserted into the treaty after long debates, was only drafted in a conditional 
form, in the supposition that there had been vessels stolen.” 
 
Q: “Did General Dupont make observations to you on this condition when you 
took him the articles of the capitulation?” 
 
A: “Yes, he made objections to me against this article and on the account I 
gave him of what had passed, he ended by consenting to this article and to the 
others.” 
 
Q: “Since you had consented to an evacuation by sea, why did you not 
demand, for the execution, the guarantee of the English, who were masters of 
the sea?” 
 
A: “That was not in our instructions; it could not have been; the English had 
taken no part in the affairs which had taken place against the corps of the 
Gironde. They were, beside, more than 60 leagues away from us and they 
were on the sea. However, if the Spanish had not violated the capitulation, the 
English would certainly not have opposed our passage since around 800 
Frenchmen, carried in three ships, had reached France after having been 
boarded several times in their crossing without meeting obstacles, orders 
having been given on this subject: also the enemy generals gave us their word 
of honour that the English would not trouble us during the crossing.”  
 
Q: “Why, in the midst of interests so important for the State and the honour of 
the army, did you pay such remarkable attention either in the body of the 
capitulation or in the supplementary articles, to matters concerning the 
baggage?” 
 
A: “I would have deserved reproaches if I had done the contrary. It is the 
custom, the interest and even the honour command that as little as possible of 
the baggage is left to the enemy; there is no capitulation where this demand is 
not made; it is always regarded as an advantage to be able to obtain it: there 
are, besides, examples where this advantage was not obtained, which is then a 
loss and a humiliation.” 
 
Q: “After the signature of the Capitulation, was there a search made in 
conformity to what you had consented to?” 
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A: “In returning on the 22nd I did not resume the command of my brigade but I 
knew that General Barbou had given the order to make the search and that 
nothing had been found.” 

 
He was asked, and gave an account of, his movements after the capitulation. He had 
been involved in further negotiations at Seville when Castanos and Tilly had both 
assured him that ‘the Capitulation would be faithfully executed’. He was asked about 
events at Port Ste Marie and stated that they had been expecting to be quartered 
there and were surprised to be told they were embarking immediately. The pillage of 
the baggage and the assaults on the generals had begun at once.  
 
He was asked about the pillage of Cordova: 
 

A: “There was no pillage at Cordova. The troops entered by force; they had to 
fight not only the rebels who were in the streets but also those who were 
entrenched in the houses and who, from the windows, were firing shots against 
the troops, notably at the bishop’s palace where there was an assembly of 
rebels: all these houses were forced; there was fighting in the apartments. Only 
these houses could have been pillaged, as well as the bishop’s palace where 
there were weapons and money for the use of the rebels. At about 8pm 
tranquillity was perfectly re-established after the measures ordered by the 
general in chief and taken by General Laplane, commandant of the place: the 
troops were camped before and behind the town of which the guard was 
entrusted to elite troops to maintain order. The next day the general in chief 
ordered that the money taken at the bishop’s palace should be taken and 
turned in to the chests of the paymaster, which was done.” 
 
Q: “Did you know what was done with the public coffers of the town of 
Cordova?” 
 
A: “I knew that commissioners had been named to receive the money found in 
the several coffers.” 
 
Q: “Did you have knowledge that, independently of the public coffers, other 
coffers belonging to the rebels were taken?” 
 
A; “I heard it said that those found at the bishop’s palace were intended for the 
pay of the rebels; I believe as well that there were other coffers of which the 
money was turned in to those of the paymaster: I do not know the amount of 
these.” 
 
Q: “Do you know what use was made of these funds?” 
 
A: “Gratifications were given to the generals and superior officers: I received 
8,000 francs, which were taken from my carriage with the money I had.”  
 
Q: “Who paid you this money?” 
 
A: “General Legendre, who gave it to my ADC because I was wounded in the 
leg.” 
 
Signed by Regnaud, Chabert and others. 
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On February 22nd, Chabert wrote to Regnaud asking to make a further statement, 
this was taken on the 23rd. He wanted to amplify what he had said about Vedel not 
being included in the initial truce because he had not arrived at the time: he went into 
detail about Vedel’s slowness which is all hearsay though he stated that “these facts 
were attested at Lebrija by General Cassagne and Captain Baste”, in the presence of 
Dupont and several other named officers, “they were later confirmed at Fort St 
Sebastien by the generals of his division.”  
 

“On another question put to me by the chief prosecutor, on the point of whether 
I knew that Villoutreys had announced in returning from the camp of General 
Castanos that the general was demanding that the division Barbou should 
surrender at discretion, and that he was going to assemble his forces to attack 
the division Vedel, I replied that I had no knowledge of it and did not believe it. I 
add that I am all the more certain that he did not since I had heard him say the 
opposite.” 
 
“In effect, when General Marescot returned to the camp after a conference with 
the enemy general he said, in the bosom of the council of war, that the enemy 
would not hear of any kind of arrangement if the division Vedel did not make 
part of the treaty and that he was demanding besides that they should 
surrender at discretion. Villoutreys then spoke up to observe that he was the 
more surprised at these propositions in that, coming himself from the enemy 
generals, he had not recognised in them such extraordinary and ridiculous 
pretensions. This fact, having occurred in the presence of all the generals, 
cannot be the subject of doubt.” 
 
“General Dupont then said : Well! We must get ourselves killed and not treat 
with such enemies. The generals all answered: We will willingly get ourselves 
killed with you, but true courage does not consist in sacrificing the soldiers who 
behaved so well for 10 hours and who cannot defend themselves any longer; 
true courage and honour demand, on the contrary, that we make an 
advantageous treaty to bring back the troops that HM can direct afresh against 
the rebels. General Marescot repeated what he had said at first, that the enemy 
were only giving a short time to decide; he added: you are surrounded on all 
sides, you cannot escape the enemy, he will not give you any quarter. The 
council engaged the general in chief to give his powers and instructions. He 
first took up the pen, then threw it down, saying: but can we not attempt a new 
attack to force the passage? The generals answered that there was nothing 
more to be hoped for from the troops in their state of complete exhaustion and 
again engaged him to give his powers. He decided on it at last with great pain.” 

 
Chabert then went on to say that he had actually been drafting the article of the treaty 
that would allow the evacuation to Madrid when Castanos received the intercepted 
letter, “and when I presented it to General Castanos he said at first: this ar ticle has 
not been agreed. I then called on the Comte de Tilly and the other Spanish generals 
who agreed that the article had passed; at this General Castanos said that if it had 
been agreed, it could be no longer, following the letter he had just received. I 
observed to him that, in that case, there was no way of treating with him since when 
an article had been agreed he retracted it at once and that we were going to 
withdraw. General Castanos then said that to prove to us that he was acting in good 
faith he would show the letter he had just received to General Marescot who would 
then see if it was possible for him, Castanos, to consent to our return by Madrid. After 
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having read this letter General Marescot said to me that it was a letter from the duc 
de Rovigo which notified General Dupont of the critical position in which he found 
himself at Madrid: he gave General Dupont the order to retire there at once with all 
his troops; he said also that marshal Moncey was returning with the debris of the 
corps he had taken to Valentia and that marshal Bessieres found himself in a very 
difficult position. General Marescot told me that this letter was dated July 17th.” He 
then went on to say that they had proposed retiring by Bayonne but, that being 
refused, they had to agree to the evacuation by sea.  
 

“I forgot to say in my interrogation relative to our entry to Cordova that the next 
day the order was given to search the packs of the soldiers and to return to the 
paychests the money that could be found there: this order was carried out. 
Relative to the funds found at Cordova, I said that part was employed in giving 
gratifications to the generals and superior officers and I must add that part of 
these funds was also employed for the pay of the troops and for the needs of  
the hospitals. I also know that a wagon containing the money chests of 
paymaster-general Plauzoles, which were supervised by Leremboure the 
divisional paymaster, marched with my column and that on arriving at ports Ste 
Marie it was pillaged like all the other effects of the army.” 

 
Signed by Chabert and two magistrates. 
 
To be continued. 
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