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The Napoleon Series 

The Baylen Enquiry Part Four: the Interrogations of Dupont, Chabert 
and Vedel. 

By Susan Howard 

Dupont reached Toulon on September 21st; although the passengers were in quarantine 
an officer came on board the same evening with orders to arrest Dupont, Chabert and 
Vedel and to put their papers under seal, Chabert and Vedel were still in Andalusia so they 
sealed Dupont's papers and left a guard on him. The next day the papers were inventoried 
in front of him and sent to Paris. Dupont stated that he had lost all his possessions in the 
pillage at Porte Ste Marie but that the Spanish had returned those of his papers that they 
judged of no importance. On leaving quarantine he was held in secret at Fort Joubert. 

On October 3rd, Napoleon wrote to Clarke from Erfurt enclosing an article taken from the 
Gazette de Madrid of September 9th, itself taken from a journal of Cadiz.  
Cadiz August 19th  

“There have been placed in the treasury the following objects which were taken 
from Dupont:  

600,000 piastres fortes in silver (320,000 francs) 
80,000 quadruples in gold (680,000 francs). 
A great deal of silverware and jewels stolen at Cordova and other places.” 

Dupont was interrogated on October 16th: 

Q1: “What were the reasons that kept you at Cordova from June 6th to 29th?” 

A: “I did not stay at Cordova from June 6th to 29th: the affair of Cordova took place 
on the 7th and I occupied that town for 10 days to wait for reinforcements. In spite of 
the success that we had just achieved over an assembly of 40,000 rebels we were 
much too weak to get to Seville where the Spanish army of the line had joined the 
insurgents. Not receiving any reinforcements, the movements of the enemy on 
Cordova, I decided to withdraw to Andujar.” 

Q2: “ What instructions had you received on leaving Madrid or since?” 

A: “On leaving Madrid I went to Aranjuez on April 11th. There had been a 
movement at Toledo the 23rd and I went there with the 1st division to re-establish 
order which was, in effect, maintained. After a stay of one month in that town I had 
the order to go to Cadiz, without any other instruction. Arriving at Andujar on June 
3rd I learned of the insurrection of Andalusia and I marched on Cordova. Returning 
to Andujar on the 18th all the orders that I received were to hold that position and 
not to repass the Sierra-Morena. My correspondence with Madrid will support this.” 

Q3: “During your stay at Cordova you allowed the soldiers to pillage the houses and 
churches daily. The same thing happened at Andujar and at Jaen and, by such 
conduct, you alienated minds more than ever. Why did you not employ all your 
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efforts to halt these disorders of which the result was to dishonour the French 
name?” 
 
A: “The taking of Cordova led to some disorder, as always happens when a town is 
taken by force and especially in those where the inhabitants defend themselves in 
firing from the doors and windows of the houses and there is street-to-street 
fighting. After the first moments employed in assuring our position the pillage was 
forbidden on pain of death. The best troops were charged with the police of the 
place; the officers were constantly patrolling the place to assure good order. The 
populace had caused great harm and we arrested many individuals of that class 
who were pillaging with weapons in their hands. Far from distancing the minds we 
sought to sooth and calm their extreme effervescence: we followed in this respect 
the counsels of humanity and of politics.” 

 
“All the non-military prisoners were set free and this act of clemency made known 
the benevolent intentions of HM the Emperor and HM the King of Spain. All means 
of pacification were employed and many rebels returned to their homes. After our 
passage the insurgents of Jaen and Andujar had committed deplorable excesses. 
However, these towns were handled carefully on our return and the complaints 
concerning them are highly exaggerated. One act of necessary severity was made 
at Andujar on an individual who was the principal author of the murder of the 
commandant d'armes and the French who were with him: this man was handed 
over to a conseil de guerre. The security of the inhabitants and their return to their 
houses was the object of particular and assiduous care.” 

 
Q4: “At what time were you reinforced by the arrival of the divisions Vedel and 
Gobert?” 
 
A: “General Vedel reached Bailen on June 28th. General Gobert arrived on July 
15th but he had with him only two battalions and the 2nd provisional regiment of 
cuirassiers, having been obliged to leave troops in La Mancha, following orders 
from Madrid, to assure the communications.” 
 
Q5: “Did you not know that you were in a country where the current Sovereign is the 
brother of your Emperor and that if you were called upon to subdue the rebels you 
did not have the right to treat the inhabitants of the towns as enemies, in such a way 
that the public and private properties were given over to pillage that you could have 
stopped?” 
 
A: “ That consideration had always guided me. The proclamations that I had 
published, the means of gentleness and of persuasion that I employed in all 
circumstances, the assistance that I gave to the people on several occasions, all 
tend to prove this. There was no disorder but that which force of circumstances 
rendered inevitable. I attach a high price to military discipline and I have, above all, 
felt the necessity of it in this campaign where the soldier was naturally led to avenge 
the fury and the cruelties of the people.” 
 
Q6: “What was your total strength after your reunion and what was that of each 
individual division?” 
 
A: “The total strength was 16,000 men. The 1st division had 5,000 men; the 2nd 
4,500; the 3rd, 3,000; the cavalry 1,300; and the Swiss brigade 1,200.” 
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Q7: “What dispositions had you made to assure your position at Andujar and your 
communications with Madrid?” 
 
A: “The 1st division, commanded by General Barbou, and the other corps which had 
left Toledo with me were occupying Andujar: the camp was behind the town. A 
bridgehead covered the Guadalquivir bridge; all the fords of the river were 
observed; the artillery troops were placed according to the nature of the terrain, 
holding themselves ready to act according to the movements of the enemy. Bailen, 
La Carolina, Ste Helene and Puerto del Rey were occupied to assure the 
communications with the Sierra Morena, but the sudden incursions of the rebels 
often rendered these means insufficient. An entire division would have been 
necessary to fulfill this aim completely. All the people were in arms, the peasants 
were capturing the couriers and the officers on mission, there were also bands of 
freed convicts and smugglers which invested all the roads. Several battalions would 
equally have been necessary to maintain the communications through La Mancha 
with Madrid: I made repeated observations in this regard.” 
 
Q8: “What instructions did you give to generals Vedel and Gobert?” 
 
A: “General Vedel had for his principal instructions to cover Bailen and not to permit 
the enemy to cross the Guadalquivir at Mengibar, the position of Bailen being 
essential to assure that of Andujar. General Gobert had the order to scout the road 
to Linares, to watch over the security of La Carolina and Ste Helene and to go the 
support of General Vedel in the event of the enemy, desperate to force Andujar, 
seeking to cross the river at Mengibar to act against Bailen.” 
 
Q9: “The demonstrations of the enemy on several points, and the forces that you 
supposed him to have, should have made you aware of the danger of your position. 
The affair of the 16th, where General Gobert was killed, leaving the enemy free to 
maneuver on your left flank and your rear should have left you in no doubt of the 
necessity of reuniting your forces and marching on Bailen without delay. Why then, 
did you separate from General Vedel after the attack of the 16th and why did you 
stay in position of Andujar up till the evening of the 18th?” 
 
A: “In the night of July 15th to 16th General Vedel left the position he had taken, in 
conformity with his instructions, between Bailen and Mengibar and went to Andujar. 
I had asked him for one battallion to reinforce Andujar and, should he have only 
inferior forces in front of him, I asked him to send me a brigade, expecting that the 
enemy was preparing to renew his attack on Andujar, which happened, in effect, on 
the 16th. General Vedel, instead of conforming to this disposition, marched with his 
division to Andujar, leaving General Liger-Belair before Mengibar with the value of 
two battalions. General Gobert had gone to Bailen to be within reach of acting either 
against Bailen or against Andujar; on learning that the enemy had crossed the river 
at Mengibar went rapidly to the assistance of General Liger-Belair: it was in this 
affair that this brave general was mortally wounded. General Vedel had believed he 
was doing right; his intentions cannot be judged unfavourably but it is to be 
regretted that he did not follow his instructions. In following them he would have 
found himself at the affair of the 16th; the enemy, who had profited from his 
departure, would have been repulsed or, at least, would not have sought to 
penetrate to Bailen.” 
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“As soon as I learned the news of the combat I feared greatly the consequences of 
this false movement operated by the division Vedel and this division received the 
order to return at once to Bailen to act with the division Gobert, of which General 
Dufour had just taken the command. Our aim was to conserve Bailen at all costs 
and I reinforced the division Vedel in order to shelter it from all risks. I did not march 
there myself with the whole body of troops since the enemy was still presenting 
before Andujar with a considerable force, evaluated at 15-20,000 men, and it was 
important to contain them in their position while General Vedel threw back to the 
other side of the river the corps which was threatening Bailen. I had to remain 
where the danger was greatest and where the principal interest was to be found. 
The orders from Madrid were constantly to guard Andujar and I wanted to remain 
faithful to them to the last extremity. Having arrived at Bailen, General Vedel did not 
find General Dufour who had left without orders and, deceived by false reports, had 
moved to La Carolina. Unfortunately General Vedel went there as well and 
abandoned Bailen on the day of the 17th, then the enemy advanced by the road 
from Mengibar and established himself there in force.” 

 
“At the first news that General Vedel had evacuated Bailen, I raised the camp at 
Andujar without hesitation and I did it so as to mask our movement from the enemy 
corps which was before Andujar. I realised how harmful the abandonment of Bailen 
could be to us and how important it was to unite the divisions. Without this vexing 
accident, we would have been able to maintain ourselves on the Guadalquivir: it is 
true that the shortage of food was extreme and that the troops were overwhelmed 
by privations and the climate; the soldier was obliged to harvest and to make his 
bread himself and this became impracticable when he had his arms in hand.” 
 
Q10: “What were your dispositions for fighting the enemy on July 19th?” 
 
A: “The evacuation of Andujar having been commanded by the circumstances 
detailed above, in spite of the precise and reiterated orders to hold this position, we 
masked our movement and found ourselves at 3am on the 19th near Bailen. It was 
necessary to hasten the attack to preempt the arrival on our rear of the camp of 
Andujar which was commanded by general in chief Castanos.” 
 
“The corps of General Reding, 20-25,000 strong and composed of regular troops, 
was covering Bailen and the road. The mountains of the Sierra-Morena were 
impassible away from this road. As soon as day allowed us to reconnoitre the 
enemy and his order of battle the combat was engaged with great vivacity. Half of 
the troops were deployed, another part was in column and the rest placed in 
reserve. A principal battery was formed on the road to batter with heavy fire the 
point on which our charges must be executed. The enemy, much more numerous, 
was approaching on our flanks and wanted to profit from this advantage. A strong 
column was detached from his line and came to turn our right: in an instant a 
battalion of the 4th Legion, the Swiss battalion of Freuller, and a squadron of 
cuirassiers took itself against this enemy corps and turned it by a change of front. 
The effect of this movement was very prompt and very lucky; we took two flags and 
the enemy at this point suffered a considerable loss. He made some time after the 
same attempt on our left and was equally repulsed by the 3rd Legion and the Guard 
of Paris.” 
 
“The two flags taken were greeted by cries of Vive l'Empereur along the whole line 
and, at this moment a general charge was ordered on the centre of the enemy line. 
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The chasseurs à cheval, led by General Dupré, executed their charge with much 
daring and drove back several corps but the extremely violent fire of the enemy, 
which was besides favoured by his position, prevented the infantry from penetrating. 
They reformed and the combat continued on a firm footing. The terrain was more 
favourable on our left, we made our greatest efforts there; a new charge was 
executed, we gained some ground but the enemy, formed in several lines, opposed 
us with new masses. These were, for the most part, of old regiments.” 
 
“The solders exhausted themselves, overwhelmed by the devouring heat and thirst. 
The combat had lasted ten hours. However, a new effort was prepared and the 
Sailors of the Guard, an admirable troop, formed with the infantry to attempt a 
decisive charge. The cavalry covered the flanks of the column and made several 
individual charges which had some success. The superiority of the enemy again 
made these last efforts fail; he lost many men but he held his position and the road. 
We could not penetrate to Bailen.” 
 
Q11: “When you had seen your first attacks without success why did you not 
change your order of battle and attack in close column on the point you sought to 
pierce?” 
 
A: “The preceding article indicates that we made all the changes in our order of 
battle that the circumstances and the chances of combat demanded. After having 
taken from the fire of the artillery and musketry all the advantage they could obtain, 
we employed the order in column and made an effort on several points to pierce the 
enemy line. The youth of our soldiers, not yet battle-hardened, their exhaustion, and 
the great superiority of the enemy forces were the cause of our failure.” 
 
Q12: “What was the deciding motive that led you to propose a truce to the enemy?” 
 
A: “After ten hours of a violent combat there were not 2,000 men on the field of 
battle. The most part were dispersed, in spite of the zeal of the chiefs and officers. 
If, at that moment, the enemy had known his advantages, he could have 
overwhelmed the whole. From the other side, General Castanos had at last 
perceived the raising of the camp of Andujar and had set his corps in motion, which 
was already arriving on our rear. It was this double motive that made me think that 
only a suspension of hostilities could save the soldiers who could not defend 
themselves any more. They found themselves in the middle of the mountains like a 
besieged troops who were without provisions or munitions.” 
 
Q13: “At what hour did General Vedel arrive with his division and how were you 
warned of his arrival?” 
 
A: “I was notified of the arrival of General Vedel, with his division, at Bailen, at 5pm 
by one of his ADCs accompanied by an ADC of General Reding's.” 
 
Q14: “Since several hours had passed between the end of the fighting and the 
moment when General Vedel arrived, you must have profited by it to put your troops 
in order, what then prevented you from seizing the occasion which presented itself 
to renounce the truce and to attack again at the same time as General Vedel?” 
 
A: “All the chiefs had tried to rally their troops as much as they were able and we 
had attempted by our countenance to impose on the enemy who would, without 
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doubt, have refused to treat if he had known the troubling secret of our position, in 
which it was impossible for the division Barbou to recommence the combat.” 
 
Q15: “Who caused General Vedel to cease firing when he had attacked the 
enemy?” 
 
A: “When General Vedel arrived the enemy had already had the order not to act in 
consequence of the truce. He had taken two guns and one battalion which had not 
defended themselves, and good faith demanded that they were returned. On the 
complaint of General Reding I had General Vedel informed of it and also of the 
suspension of arms. The corps of Castanos itself had stopped its movement and 
suspended his attack on our rear. The rupture of the truce would have ruined 
everything.” 
 
Q16: “In supposing that you were not able to second his attack, why did you not 
make him leave at once, to remove him from the fate awaiting you?” 
 
A: “I was hoping, by favour of the division Vedel, to obtain free passage by Bailen 
for the division Barbou in order to gain La Mancha. I had General Vedel told secretly 
to hold himself ready to retire in the case of him not being included in the treaty and 
of my not being able to obtain the conditions I was demanding. I engaged him, in all 
events, to put himself in position to gain some ground, wishing to reconcile good 
faith and foresight.” 
 
Q17: “When you decided to treat, what instructions did you give to General Chabert 
in sending him to the Spanish camp?” 
 
A: “I charged General Chabert to demand free passage by Bailen, stating in our 
favour those advantages which unfortunately did not exist. He ought only to include 
the division Vedel in the treaty to facilitate the passage of the other troops which 
found themselves enveloped and without retreat. Such were his first instructions 
but, the enemy having made it clear that he would not accede to it, it was necessary 
to yield to necessity.” 
 
Q18: “Why did you have him accompanied by Captain Villoutreys and what 
instruction did you give the latter?” 
 
A: “Captain Villoutreys who showed the greatest bravery in the combat, as he had 
already on the day at Cordova, was sent to the Spanish camp at the outset and the 
firmness he showed on this occasion in answer to the pretensions of the enemy 
made me think that he could be useful in accompanying General Chabert. He was 
not given any individual instruction, General Chabert praised his courage and his 
presence of mind.” 
 
Q19: “In what quality did General Marescot accompany the Commissioners that you 
sent?” 
 
A: “ General Marescot should, in principle, have gone alone to the Spanish general; 
his high rank and his experience inspiring confidence, it seemed the negotiations 
could be no better placed than in his hands but, reflecting that he was not part of the 
army, he preferred to accompany, without title, the negotiator who was given the 
ostensible powers and he discussed the articles in concert with General Chabert.” 
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Q20: “How could you consent to include the generals Vedel and Dufour in the 
Capitulation, since they had their retreat assured, they had not fought and that they 
had even achieved an advantage over the enemy?” 
 
A: “The enemy having refused to treat for the division Barbou alone, the negotiators 
were forced to include the division Vedel. To the proposition that the 1st division 
should render at discretion, they replied constantly that we would never agree to 
that and that we would prefer death for us and for all our soldiers. It was no longer 
possible to fight. The division Barbou, which was surrounded, found itself 
defenceless. The Swiss-Spanish brigade, composed of the regiments of Preux and 
of Reding, had deserted almost in totality and had gone over to the enemy. The 
soldiers had discarded their cartridges: they were entirely discouraged and all their 
forces exhausted.” 
 
“The division Vedel was itself compromised. The rebel corps were in the mountains 
of the Sierra-Morena. It was without food and unable to find any, weakened by 
privations and the influence of a burning climate and extremely fatigued by painful 
marches. Finding itself followed closely, as it would have been if it had not acceded 
to the treaty, its retreat through barren mountains and revolted provinces was 
almost impracticable. The battalion it had made prisoner on arriving at Bailen had 
not defended itself, as has been said, it was a mistake caused by the truce.” 
 
Q21: “Why did you send General Vedel, who had already made his retreat, the 
order to return to his first position and thus handed him over to the Spanish?” 
 
A: “When the treaty had been concluded and the negotiators had let me know that 
they had been forced to include General Vedel in it, I warned him of it. Loyalty 
demanded it and should not be violated, even in the most painful circumstances. 
The enemy nevertheless suspecting our good faith, after the movement that 
General Vedel had made to La Carolina on the 21st, broke out in reproaches and 
threats. It is true to say that if General Vedel had not acceded to the treaty the 
division Barbou and the other corps would have found itself exposed to the fury of 
the Spanish, be it regular troops, militia or insurgents, and would have perished 
wholly without defence.” 
 
Q22: “What mission did you give to the ADC who accompanied Captain Baste to 
the Spanish camp?” 
 
A: “Captain Baste and the ADC who accompanied him had no other mission than to 
see how the negotiation was proceeding and to recall to the negotiators that they 
should make all their efforts to include the division Vedel in the treaty only on 
condition that all the troops would have freedom of passage. I wanted to consent 
only to the evacuation of Andalusia but the enemy had already profited from all their 
advantages to force the negotiators to other conditions from which it was not 
possible to withdraw.” 
 
Q23: “How could you have accepted conditions so evidently illusory since they were 
not guaranteed by the English and, the latter being masters of the sea, your troops 
could never return to France without their consent?” 
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A: “The negotiators were hoping to obtain our retreat on Madrid. It was going to be 
agreed by the enemy when Castanos intercepted a letter from the duc de Rovigo 
which ordered me to withdraw promptly on Madrid to cover that capital. The 
enemies then became more demanding. They profited from this troubling 
circumstance and obstinately refused us the passage by land; they guaranteed the 
consent of the English and gave so many assurances, in the presence of an English 
commissioner and with his authorisation, for the prompt embarcation and for the 
safety on the sea that the negotiators accepted it. It was with the greatest pain that I 
saw this article in the treaty but I could not have believed in so much perfidy. I was 
hoping that the troops would be, in the space of a month or six weeks, returned to 
the theatre of war in the north of Spain. The crime and the revolting treachery which 
keeps them still in Andalusia cannot be attributed to the negotiators nor to me. We 
fought with courage and we treated in good faith.” 
 
Q24: “How did you permit that the capitulation contained stipulations dishonoring to 
the French name?” 
 
A: “It is very painful to respond to this article. If we had believed there were 
dishonorable stipulations in the treaty, which of us would not a thousand times have 
preferred death? All the general officers had recognised the necessity and the 
combat of the 19th against forces so superior had saved the honour of the troops. If 
the 2nd division had not made the false movement on the 16th; if on the 17th it had 
not evacuated Bailen; if on the 19th it had not halted for several hours, by an 
unparalleled fatality, at Guarroman, at two leagues from the battle and if it had 
appeared during the action from which it was hearing such violent firing we would 
have been successful and the enemy would have suffered for risking his enterprise 
against Bailen. All the same I am far from blaming General Vedel, he is a brave and 
devoted general. I must only demonstrate that my dispositions were rightly 
calculated and that I acted according to the rules of war. I had observed in principal 
that our inaction in Andalusia could become disastrous to us. I only demanded, at 
the time of the affair at Cordova, the reunion of my army corps to subdue the whole 
of the South. Our delays gave the enemy time to organise a regular army and to 
carry the agitation of the people to a peak. The means that HM the Emperor had at 
his disposal in Spain would have sufficed to fulfill his vast political aim and I am 
persuaded that the Corps of the Gironde, which I had formed with so much zeal, 
would have pacified the southern provinces.” 
 
Q25: “Why were such detailed clauses relating to the baggage inserted in such a 
way that it seemed that the greatest importance was attached to it? Do you not feel 
that this self-interested conduct added to the shame of a capitulation of this kind?” 
 
A: “The negotiators, in stipulating the conservation of the baggage, believed they 
should define the articles with clarity and precision: but I never thought there was 
any self-interest in the matter. It was only what is usual in conventions of war of this 
type. For the rest, the furious treachery of the Spanish made these dispositions 
useless and all the baggage was pillaged and torn in pieces.” 
 
Q26: “It is known that considerable sums taken from you were deposited in the 
treasury at Cadiz, also much silverware and other jewels taken at Cordova and 
elsewhere: where could these several objects have come from?” 
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A: “At Port Ste Marie all the vehicles of the generals, the other officers and 
individuals of the army which were found there, were pillaged by the people. The 
priests and Spanish officers excited this disorder by their example. We only 
escaped the knives with great difficulty and several generals were shamefully 
mistreated. The effects, the money that each could have, the papers, the carriages, 
the coffers, the portfolios, the horses, all were taken and handed over to the most 
frightful brigandage. They could have found some effects resulting from pillage, but I 
had no knowledge of it. One should not give any credence to the popular rumours 
spread by hatred and fanaticism. The money taken to Cadiz is doubtless that which 
the governor will have reclaimed from the people who had pillaged it 
indiscriminately from all the vehicles.” 
 
Q27: “What happened in the corps of troops that you commanded since July 22nd 
up till the day when you embarked to return to France.” 
 
A: “On July 23rd the troops left the camp at Bailen and moved by daily stages to wit: 
the division Barbou, the Swiss brigade, the dragoons, the chasseurs and the Sailors 
of the Guard to Lebrija; the division Vedel to Moron and the division Dufour to 
Osuna. After a stay of ten days at Lebrija the troops which found themselves there 
were spread out among several cantonments in the neighbourhood of Cadiz. There 
was no movement in the two other divisions. The staff of the 1st division were 
obliged to move to fort Saint-Sebastien where it arrived on August 14th. I also was 
sent there. I had ceaselessly reclaimed the execution of the treaty and at last I 
demanded the passage of the troops by land in default of embarkment.” 
 
Q28: “In what situation did you leave the imprisoned French troops at your 
departure from Spain.” 
 
A: “Our embarkment took place on September 5th: the troops were in the positions 
indicated in the preceding paragraph. The soldiers were receiving their provisions 
regularly enough. I had recommended to all the chiefs of the corps and to all the 
officers the greatest zeal to maintain the discipline and military spirit in their troops 
while waiting the moment of resuming arms for the glorious service of HM the 
Emperor, a happy moment that the treachery of the enemies will not be able to 
postpone for long.” 
 
Signed October 16th at 7pm. 

 
Dupont also wrote a long Relation of the Campaign of Andalusia which did not contain any 
new information. I presume this was the memoir sent to Paris with his papers and 
interrogation which were examined on October 27th by the minister of War and a 
commission: Clarke reported to the Emperor that there were 304 items of which 101 
covered the period under discussion.  
 

“Among these pieces one remarks several which appear to serve as proof of the 
allegations contained in the memoirs and interrogations of General Dupont. One 
sees in fact several letters which were written to him from Madrid to engage him to 
remain in his position at Andujar.” He quoted from several of them. “It seems that 
these various letters were the cause of the decision made by General Dupont to 
remain at Andujar. One sees by the memoirs and interrogatories of General 
Marescot that the former, often solicited to leave the position of Andujar, always 
replied that his instructions forced him to remain.” 
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“There are also found several letters relative to the movements of General Vedel 
which throw a great light on his operations, also for the causes which kept him 
separate from General Dupont in the most decisive moments.” He quoted excerpts 
from Vedel's letters.  

 
“All these letter show that General Dufour was first led into error on the movements 
of the enemy and that this circumstance had equally deceived General Vedel; but it 
is very unfortunate that the latter, arriving at La Carolina on the 18th at 9am, did not 
leave till the next day and did not reach Bailen till 5pm although he had only 4 
leagues of road to cover.” 

 
He then discussed letters from Gobert and Dufour and concluded  
 

“ this is almost all the result of the pieces which seem to me to merit the attention 
and which  
I believe I should put before the eyes of YM. If he desires to see the original pieces, 
the report of their examination which contains a summary analysis of each piece 
would enable him to choose which ones he wants to see, supposing that he did not 
wish to read the whole.” 

 
Clarke reported other documents of interest among Dupont's papers, including a summary 
of the returns of the 2nd and 3rd divisions on August 8th. Between them they had 7,433 
infantry and 996 cavalry, 508 artillery and staff: a total of 8937 present and 749 in hospital 
or detached. The returns for the troops under Dupont's direct command (Barbou, Rouyer 
and Fresia) were from July 10th and the total was 10,750 present under arms.  
 
Erfurt October 3rd, Napoleon to Clarke: 
 

“...General Dupont will be placed under arrest and the seals placed on his papers. 
As the capitulation was not carried out, none of the generals are to be considered 
as prisoners of war and they will all await, at Marseille, orders to resume service...” 

 
In fact, under the terms of the capitulation, none of the troops were to be prisoner of war 
on returning to France, as Dupont pointed out to Clarke in a letter of October 16th; 
however, Napoleon's orders persistently stated that it was because the capitulation had 
not been honoured. On October 9th he sent orders for new postings for the officers at 
Marseille, without any question of interrogating them, even Barbou and Legendre. Captain 
Montgarde, who was an ADC of Berthier’s, was told, by Clarke, that he could return to his 
post but “The intention of the Emperor is that you should guard the most profound secrecy 
on the affairs of Spain. You must only answer questions from HSH (His Serene Highness) 
or those which I could put to you myself in this regard.” Dupont's ADCs were also 
dispersed without questioning. 
 
 
The Adjutant-commandant Martial Thomas was arrested at Toulon and held in secret: he  
complained to the minister and was interrogated on October 11th  
 

Q1: “Where were you on the day of July 19th?”   
 
A: “The combat began at 4am. I was near the general in chief. Half an hour later, 
the general in chief gave me the order to go to General Pannetier to send forward 
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the 3rd Legion and a battalion of the Guard of Paris. I executed this order. I returned 
to the field of battle that I had not quitted and where I suffered four shots; one 
caused a contusion on the right knee, another put the horse I was riding out of 
action.” 
 
Q2: “At what time did the combat at Bailen on July 19th cease?” 
 
A: “As far as I can remember, the combat ceased towards 3pm.” 
 
Q3: “At what point did General Dupont propose a truce to the enemy?” 
 
A: “It was towards 3pm that General Dupont, seeing the impossibility of piercing the 
enemy lines, sent an officer with a trumpeter to demand passage. The enemy 
general, Reding, refused the passage and proposed to enter into discussions for a 
capitulation.” 
 
Q4: “At what time did General Vedel arrived on the rear of the enemy?” 
 
A: “Between 4 and 5pm” 
 
Q5: “In what manner did General Vedel announce his arrival?” 
 
A: “In attacking the enemy.” 
 
Q6: “How was this known to the corps of General Dupont?” 
 
A: “By the firing of the artillery of General Vedel.” 
 
Q7: “Do you know why General Dupont did not at once profit by this circumstance to 
break the truce and attack the enemy on his side?” 
 
A: “The general in chief was not counting on his troops any more. From the reports 
of the generals, who had themselves consulted the chiefs of the corps, the soldiers 
were harassed, exhausted by fatigue and starvation. For nearly a month they had 
lacked food and for the previous 15 days they were reduced to an eighth of a ration 
of bread a day.” 
 
Q8: “Were you sent by General Dupont to General Vedel and at exactly what hour 
did you receive this mission?” 
 
A: “I was sent by the general in chief Dupont to General Vedel on July 21st two 
days after the combat towards 6:30am.” 
 
Q9: “What instructions did you receive from General Dupont for General Vedel?” 
 
A: “It was the general chief of staff who gave me an order written and sealed. He 
told me to let General Vedel know that his movement of retreat was exposing the 
corps under the orders of General Dupont to be massacred by the enemy and that it 
was urgent that he stopped his march: the dispositions of the order I was carrying 
prescribed to General Vedel to halt.” 
 
Q10: “Where did you encounter General Vedel and in what position was his corps?” 
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A: “It was believed that General Vedel was only at Guarroman, two Spanish leagues 
distant from our camp. I found him at Ste Helene (six full leagues from Bailen). 
General Vedel should have resumed his march at 4pm to continue his movement 
towards the Sierra-Morena.” 
 
Q11: “What was your discussion with general Vedel and what response did you 
receive to take back to General Dupont?” 
 
A: “My discussion with General Vedel related to the unfortunate event which had 
forced the general in chief to enter into talks with the enemy and to the content of 
the order which I was carrying. General Vedel did not give me the reply at all; he 
gave it to brigade general Cassagne who came back with me. This response said 
that General Vedel acquiesced with all that General Dupont was doing in these 
circumstances.” 
 
Q12: “At what time did you return to General Dupont and what road did you take to 
come from the division Vedel to the place where the corps of General Dupont was 
to be found.” 
 
A: “I returned to General Dupont towards 8pm, General Cassagne had stopped at 
the enemy camp to inform General Reding of the dispositions of General Vedel. I 
took the same road, passing by La Carolina and Guarroman. I was accompanied by 
a Spanish officer, by a trumpeter and eight dragoons that General Reding had given 
me for my security against the peasants. The main road through La Carolina and 
Guarroman is the only one I know to go from Bailen to Ste Helene.” 
 
Q13: “When did General Vedel return to his first position?” 
 
A: “There was no further communication with General Vedel but on July 24th, at the 
moment of our departure for one of the ports of the roads of Cadiz, we learned that 
the division of that general was to be found at Guarroman.” 
 
Q14: “What was the strength of the division Vedel at the time when you went to it?” 
 
A: “General Vedel having been separated for some time from the corps of General 
Dupont the HQ staff had not received any returns from his division. I cannot know 
precisely the effective number of his combatants: I presume that it could have been 
around 6,000 men.” 
 
Q15: “Have you any other information to give, either on the particular mission that 
you carried out on this occasion or on the event which concerned the capitulation of 
Bailen?” 
 
A: “In my preceding responses I have given true, precise and complete details of 
the mission to General Vedel with which I was charged. I was entirely a stranger to 
the events which concerned the capitulation of Bailen: I was not employed in any 
manner in the discussions with the enemy. I have no particular notions relating to 
that capitulation of which I had heard talked of vaguely but which I was not able to 
read till July 27th.” 
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The following day he did think of some additional information and asked to add it. He 
stated that he had only been given the errand because he was the only officer available 
with a horse still fit for use. “My return was awaited at the camp with great impatience; the 
enemy generals, from what I was told on my return, and above all General Pena, having 
let it be known that they were no longer masters of the peasants who wanted to fall on our 
troops. I was believed to be only two leagues away where it was thought that General 
Vedel had halted. Not seeing me return, General Dupont sent General Privé and Captain 
Baste to General Vedel. I met them in returning at one league from Ste Helene. They told 
me they were carrying most precise and urgent orders and that their hasty mission to 
General Vedel was firstly, that they were concerned for my return; secondly because the 
enemy had made a movement to close in on the corps of General Dupont and that it was 
feared that, at this moment, he was falling on our camp.” 
   

“I heard it said of the general in chief that one reason which determined him to sign 
the capitulation was the certitude that he would be able to bring back to HM the 
troops which were included in it and another the hope of being able, as soon as we 
disembarked in France, to bring them back to the field of battle. Because we would 
never be regarded as prisoners of war from the moment we returned to France, the 
capitulation not having been explicit in this regard.” 

 
To HE the minister of War Paris October 21st 1808 

 
“General Savary, knowing that YE has to collect the information on the surrender of 
the corps of General Dupont, has charged me to communicate some pieces of his 
correspondance with that general and the explanations which could shed light on 
the truth of which the knowledge is becoming so important in this affair...... Other 
affairs prevent General Savary from occupying himself with this at the moment and 
he has charged me with it in order that there will be no need, after his departure, for 
information that he can give today.”  
 
Semery, ADC to General Savary, duc de Rovigo 

 
Attached, the copies of letters written by General Savary to General Dupont from July 16th 
to 27th inclusive, marked “copies conforming to the Register of Correspondence.” 
 
Chabert, the official negotiator of the capitulation, had stayed in Spain because his wife 
was seriously ill: this is the only indication we have that there were wives accompanying 
the army. He arrived at Marseille on November 10th, with his wife, and wrote a friendly 
letter to Dupont on the 12th. After a report on his wife's much-improved health he 
continued: 
 

“The vessel charged with transporting General Vedel etc. to France was signaled 
yesterday and anchored on the same day at the port of Marseille. They should be 
transferred to the Lazaret today. I saw them at the fort of San Sebastien where they 
were detained for 20 days before my departure. They all witnessed to me their 
discontentment at the inconceivable manner in which General Vedel conducted 
himself on the 19th, at the carelessness (which they called cowardice) that he 
showed at La Carolina and above all at Guarroman when they were hearing the 
cannonade and the firing coming from Bailen yet he constantly refused to take 
himself rapidly to Bailen in spite of the reiterated urgings made by all the generals 
and chiefs of corps. They avow that the cause of our disasters was the inexperience 
and pusillanimity of character of General Vedel. Finally, general, I hope that the 
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moment is not far off when HM, better informed, restores you to his confidence, a 
confidence justly merited by your previous feats of arms; certainly, the battle of 
Bailen and the conduct you maintained there, when it is better known, can only 
increase it.” 

 
He informed Dupont that he was also under arrest and gave him some more news.  
 
Chabert was interrogated on January 2nd 1809  
 

Q1: “Give an account of the day of July 19th and what you did in the combat at 
Bailen?” 
 
A: “On July 19th at 3am I arrived at the plateau of the Rumblar, one league from 
Bailen, with the 3rd battalion of the 4th legion, the companies of grenadiers and of 
voltigeurs of the 1st and 2nd battalions of the same legion; these two battalions 
were distant a quarter of a league from this advance guard. At 3.30 am the 
voltigeurs exchanged fire with the enemy advance posts which were repulsed; the 
two battalions received the order to rejoin me, also the 3rd battalion of the 4th Swiss 
regiment which was part of my brigade but which had stayed further back to escort 
the vehicles carrying the sick who had been evacuated from the hospital at Andujar. 
These troops having joined me were placed in battle in the olives on the left of the 
road: the combat was engaged, the enemy was briskly charged and repulsed. I had 
a horse killed under me at this first charge.” 
 
“The arrival of part of the 1st brigade gave us hope of a great success; the enemy 
was again charged and repulsed, we took from him two guns and two flags; I had 
another horse wounded in this second charge which died as a result of the wound.” 
 
“The rest of the troops being reunited, the enemy being reinforced on his side, the 
general in chief ordered a general charge. We were repulsed with losses in these 
three charges. I had more than 600 men out of action and many officers in this 
number.” Major Teulet, the chefs de bataillion Duzas and Balland, all three from the 
4th Legion, were seriously wounded; lieutenant Laroche, commanding the artillery 
of my brigade, had his leg taken off by a ball and the guns he was commanding 
were dismounted by the enemy artillery, which was infinitely superior to ours and of 
heavier calibre.” 
 
Q2: “When did the combat cease and what was the motive for discontinuing the 
attack?” 
 
A: “At 2pm an ADC of the general in chief brought me the order to cease firing since 
he had sent an officer to treat for a suspension of arms with the enemy general. I 
have learned since that this officer was Villoutreys. I did not know the motives that 
determined the general in chief to discontinue the attack but I presume that it could 
only be the state of excessive fatigue of his troops, and the small number, which 
could have made him decide on it; there remained to me only 800 men at this stage; 
I waited for new orders on the battlefield of the enemy.” 
 
Q3: “What was the condition of your troops at this point?” 
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A: “The troops, of which a large part were suffering from dysentery, were overcome 
by the excessive heat and worn out by fatigue, hunger and thirst, lacking in all kinds 
of resources of subsistence and even in the possibility of procuring water.” 
 
Q4: “Do you know what had caused the truce which took place after the combat?” 
 
A: “The general in chief having sent me the order to cease firing I could not 
presume any motives other than those stated in articles 2 and 3.” 
 
Q5: “At what time did General Vedel arrive on that day and how was his approach 
perceived by the corps of General Dupont?” 
 
A: “I did not know at what time. I learned at Lebrija, from General Cassagne and 
Captain Baste, that he reached Bailen at 5pm.” 
 
Q6: “In what position was this latter corps at the moment when General Vedel 
commenced his attack?” 
 
A: “The position of the corps of General Dupont was still the same as mentioned in 
article 3. Being without resources, its discouragement could only have increased; I 
did not know that General Vedel had attacked the enemy.” 
 
Q7: “Do you know why General Dupont did not then break the truce and attack the 
enemy in concert with General Vedel?” 
 
A: “I do not know it, but I think that if he did not break the truce it was because he 
recognised that he could not hope for anything from his troops.” 
 
Q8: “What happened, to your knowledge, from the arrival of the latter?” 
 
A: “Some time after having received the order to cease fire, had the muskets 
stacked and rest my troops, I went to the general in chief; I found him surrounded 
by many officers; a surgeon was attending to the wound he had received in the 
combat; he seemed to be suffering greatly. I retired to the bivouac of my brigade 
which I did not quit till next day at 8am. I have no knowledge of what could have 
happened, if anything did happen.” 
 
Q9: “What happened at the conseil de guerre held on July 20th by General 
Dupont?” 
 
A: “I only arrived there after 8am, the hour at which I was sent for to go to it. I went 
there and found generals Marescot, Barbou, Fresia, Rouyer and several generals of 
brigade: they all told me that they had the sad conviction that nothing more could be 
hoped for from the soldiers, worn out by fatigue, thirst and hunger, that they found 
themselves reduced to the cruel necessity of treating with the enemy chief, and that 
I had been chosen for this mission. I observed that no-one was less fit than me to 
fulfill it, that I was ignorant even of the customary formalities, that General Marescot 
or any other would suit infinitely better: General Marescot objected that not being 
part of the army he could not be charged with the powers of the general in chief but 
that, if it was absolutely necessary, he would come with me to help with his advice. I 
nevertheless persisted in my refusal but I was so pressed by the other generals that 
I was forced to give way to their repeated urgings.” 
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Q10: “When were you chosen to go and treat with the Spanish and what 
instructions did you receive on this subject?” 
 
A: “I was chosen as I have already said in article 9. The general in chief gave me 
written powers to treat with the enemy chief. He gave verbal instructions to General 
Marescot and to me, among others to make all our efforts to obtain our return by 
Madrid.” 
 
Q11: “Why was Captain Villoutreys joined to you in this mission?” 
 
 
A: “Captain Villoutreys was not joined to us in this mission; there was never any 
question of it. I presume that if the general in chief sent him it was only because he 
had already been charged with several missions to the Spanish generals.” 
 
Q12: “What happened at the negotiations?” 
 
A: “During the negotiation the debates were long and often very lively. The 
evacuation on Madrid, not only of the troops of General Vedel, but also of those 
which were at the Rumblar and Bailen was, so to speak, consented to (the latter 
troops should have retired without arms) when a dispatch taken from a staff adjutant 
was handed over to the enemy chief. It was a dispatch from the duc de Rovigo 
addressed to the general in chief; it changed the initial dispositions at once, the 
discussion became very lively and the negotiations were going to be broken off 
when the enemy chief handed the letter to General Marescot who, after having read 
it, told me that the duc de Rovigo was informing General Dupont of the critical 
position in which he found himself at Madrid, and that he entered into very great 
details on the subject, that he was giving the order to the general in chief to retire 
immediately on Madrid with all his troops. The enemy chief observed that after the 
knowledge he had just acquired of the situation of our army at Madrid, he could no 
longer consent to the article which had been agreed; the discussion began again, 
we proposed to retire on Bayonne while engaging our word of honour not to retire 
on Madrid, it was impossible to obtain it.” 
 
Q13: “What role did General Marescot play in this circumstance?” 
 
A: “That of negotiator.” 
 
Q14: “Who took the lead in the discussions?” 
 
A: “General Marescot, although not included on the written powers with which I was 
charged, had none the less been sent to assist me with his advice; in consequence 
it was very natural that he spoke first. If he had not been sent to guide me, the 
deference that I owed to his rank, to the dignities with which he was invested, and 
the great confidence with which HM honoured him, all these considerations, did 
they not command me to engage him, if it was necessary, to open the discussion on 
each article?” 
 
Q15: “Why did you not forcefully oppose the demand of the Spanish to include 
General Vedel in the capitulation?” 
 



© 1996 – 2016 The Napoleon Series 
 

A: “The enemy general had already demanded this from the persons who had been 
sent to him before we had been charged with powers and instructions to treat 
definitively. The enemy would not hear of any treaty if the division Vedel was not 
included in it; we conformed to our instruction and I have already explained in article 
12 the motives that had prevented the evacuation on Madrid.” 
 
Q16: “With what mission was Captain Baste charged, who came in during the 
negotiations?” 
 
A: “Captain Baste did not come alone, he came with chef de batallion Warenghien, 
1st ADC to the general in chief. He was provided with powers from the general; 
these powers were, as far as I can remember, that they should make observations 
to us relative to the treaty that we were charged to conclude; these observations 
were no more than to make an effort to obtain the evacuation on Madrid. We 
explained to captain Baste, also the ADC of the general in chief, the motives that 
had placed an obstacle to that article. The discussion began again in their presence 
and they retired convinced of the impossibility of obtaining the evacuation 
demanded repeatedly and with stubbornness.” 
 
Q17: “Why did you not seek to second the intentions of this officer in supporting his 
demand and avoiding the inclusion of General Vedel in the capitulation?” 
 
A: “Captain Baste never proposed to me that General Vedel should not be included 
in the capitulation. If this demand had been made it could only be considered as an 
order from the general in chief and, certainly, we would have conformed with it. I 
would rather have retired alone before subscribing to something contrary to his 
intentions and what proves that he did not make me a proposal of that nature is that 
he came on the 20th, that the capitulation was not signed till the 22nd at 4pm, after 
having been approved by the general in chief and that on the 21st he went with 
General Privé, by order of the general in chief, to press General Vedel, who had 
already attempted a retrograde movement, to come and retake his former 
positions.” 
 
Q18: “Since it was you who stipulated the return of the troops to France, why did 
you not assure this by all means possible and, above all, by demanding a guarantee 
from the English since, without that, the condition of return by sea would become 
entirely illusory?” 
 
A: “I must observe that I did not stipulate alone, my previous response should have 
proved it. Our instructions did not permit us to make the English intervene to 
guarantee the execution of the capitulation; it was only prescribed to us to ask for 
the guarantee of the English for the security of the transport to France (and by sea) 
of the troops and only in the case where we could not obtain the withdrawal by land. 
We had several times opened this discussion to obtain this guarantee and, in spite 
of our reiterated instances we were unable to obtain from the enemy chiefs any 
other advantage than the promise of transporting our troops to France as soon as 
they arrived at San Lucar and Rota. They gave us their word of honour several 
times on the guarantee for the security of the crossing on the part of the English, 
against all hostile expeditions.” 
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“The capitulation was not executed: they were perfidious enough to break their word 
of honour. Who could have supposed such an infamy among the nations, even the 
most barbarous? This conduct is unprecedented.” 
 
Q19: “Why did you permit the insertion in the capitulation of matters dishonouring to 
the French name?” 
 
A: “All the articles had been vigorously discussed, that one question more 
vigorously even than the others. Although the drafting might not be such as we 
could have desired, after very long and very lively debates we had been forced to 
accept the article as it had been drafted, not having the means to do otherwise.” 
 
Q20: “Why were the details relating to the baggage multiplied in a manner to make 
it seem that these were the clauses to which the most importance was attached?” 
 
A: “We conformed to the instructions which we had been given, to conserve as 
much as possible the baggage of the corps and of the general officers.” 
 
Q21: “Did General Dupont fully ratify the capitulation that you had concluded, 
without remarks or alterations? What happened from the time of the capitulation up 
till your return to France?” 
 
A: “When the convention was drawn up I went to the general in chief to submit it to 
him. I left him a copy, he ratified it completely, he made no remark or alteration; he 
gave new instructions for the supplementary articles with the order to return to 
Andujar and to conclude it immediately, which was done at 4pm on the same day.” 
 
“Since the capitulation I marched with the second column, the command of which 
was entrusted to me. During our route we received a great many insults and 
threats.” 
 
“At Las Cabezas I received an order to hand over the command of the column to 
the most senior general and to go to Lebrija, to the general in chief, to receive 
instructions for going to the Junta at Seville. These instructions will be found in my 
papers which have been inventoried and on which seals have been placed. I left for 
Seville with colonel Daugier, commander of the Sailors of the Imperial Guard. At 
Seville, we were spared neither insults nor threats; the monks, priests and women 
formed the greater number of our assailants in that town. We could only obtain with 
great difficulty, and after staying at Seville for five days, authorisation to return to the 
general in chief; we took him the ratification of all his demands and the assurance of 
the Junta that the capitulation would be entirely and exactly executed; the horrible 
manner in which we were treated on our arrival at Port Ste Marie proved to us that 
contrary orders had been given. All the general officers and staff officers were 
robbed; several were cruelly maltreated. As for me, I arrived at fort San Sebastien 
with what I had on my back when I left Lebrija. During my stay at fort San 
Sebastien, General Morla, governor of Cadiz, on several occasions wrote insults of 
the most gross, the most contemptible and most ridiculous to generals Dupont and 
Vedel.” 
 
“From my responses to this interrogation it will be easy to see that although 
signatory to the capitulation I only participated in it indirectly since, after having 
yielded to instances of all the generals I only executed the orders of the general in 
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chief, that I in no way strayed from the instructions that we were given, and that 
general Marescot being my advisor I acted rather as a secretary than as holding 
powers.” 
Marseille January 2nd 1809. 

 
Vedel and a number of other senior officers, including Liger-Belair and Baste, reached 
Marseille on November 12th. He was arrested and his papers were sealed and sent to 
Paris. The other officers were given new postings once they were out of quarantine but 
were not permitted to go to Paris.  
 
Vedel's papers, including his register of correspondance, were examined by a ministerial 
commission on December 26th. He was interrogated on January 4th in the fort at Marseille 
where he was being held. 

 
Q1: “When did you leave to go and reinforce General Dupont and what troops were 
put under your orders?” 
 
A: “I left Toledo on June 19th 1808 to go and reinforce General Dupont. The troops 
put at my disposition were the 5th reserve Legion, the 1st battalion of the 3rd Swiss 
regiment, the 1st Legion and the 6th provisional regiment of Dragoons, the whole 
presenting a force of 5,000 men plus a detachment of the 1st division under the 
orders of General Roize, 500 strong.” 
 
Q2: “What instructions did you receive for this mission?” 
 
A: “I received the instruction to force the passage of Pena Perros in the Sierra-
Morena and to join General Dupont without compromising my division; I was then 
charged, given the doubt over the position that general occupied, to communicate 
with him by all means in my power and meanwhile to establish my division, partly in 
the mountains and part at El Viso.” 
 
Q3: “How did you operate your reunion and at what point in time did you pass 
directly under the orders of General Dupont?” 
 
A: “On June 26th I forced the passage of Pena Perros. I established myself the 
same day at Ste Helene, after having had the defiles guarded by one battalion. On 
the morning of the 27th I received, by a detachment commanded by frigate captain 
Baste, the news that General Dupont was at Andujar; I let him know at once my 
instructions and I left the same day for La Carolina in order to communicate more 
easily with him; from that moment I passed immediately under his orders.” 
 
[Vedel, being short of officers, asked to keep Baste with him, which was granted. 
This is why Baste was with Vedel from this point. Baste was referred to by several 
versions of his naval rank, I have used Captain to reduce confusion] 
 
Q4: “What were the orders given to you by General Dupont?” 
 
A: “General Dupont ordered me to leave La Carolina and to come and occupy 
Bailen, where I arrived on June 28th. I observed to General Dupont the aim of my 
instructions; he judged it suitable to have me guard La Carolina and El Viso to 
assure the communications and to order me to occupy Bailen with my troops. I sent 
General Roize with his detachment to Andujar; I received from the general in chief 
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several orders relating to subsistences and that of sending my second brigade to 
Jaen, where it fought on July 1st, 2nd and 3rd; the purpose of this expedition was to 
obtain provisions, not finding any inhabitants, nor means of transport, in that town, 
this expedition became fruitless. July 3rd, I received the order to bring back this 
brigade and to have the point of Mengibar guarded with one battalion. This post was 
successively reinforced up to 20 companies, 100 dragoons and two guns. The 
general in chief also ordered me to have the fords of the Guadalquivir reconnoitered 
and to support the post of Mengibar if it was attacked.” 
 
Q5: “Why did you leave General Liger-Belair on the evening of July 15th, since you 
were charged with supporting him?” 
 
A: “I left General Belair on the evening of July 15th because the enemy was 
estimated to have only around 3,000 men, without artillery; General Belair 
supported by the troops of General Gobert could manage to cover this post; 
besides, the general in chief was asking me for one battalion and one squadron or 
one brigade, since the enemy was showing himself in force before Andujar. There 
remained to me then only the amount of one brigade, I believed to make it most 
useful in joining it to the united forces of General Dupont, with which I would have 
believed that it was possible to undertake something.” 
 
Q6: “What orders did you receive on that day from General Dupont?” 
 
A: To establish my troops on a plateau behind the town, having the 1st division in 
front of me.” 
 
Q7 “One can see by a letter from General Dupont, written July 15th from Bailen, 
that an ADC of General Dupont, who believed you still there, arrived there to ask on 
his part for one battalion and one squadron and, as you had left there to go and 
support General Liger-Belair, the ADC followed your march to carry you the orders 
of General Dupont. Why did you not limit yourself to following his orders instead of 
marching to Andujar with your whole division?” 
 
A: “The answer to the 5th question answers this one as well; the ADC asked me for 
one battalion and one squadron or one brigade, such were the orders that he 
brought me.” 
 
Q8: “Why did you leave General Dupont after having rejoined him and what 
instructions did you receive in marching to Bailen on July 17th?” 
 
A: “Because I received an order from him, on the evening of July 16th, to join 
General Dufour, whom we presumed to be at Bailen, and reunited to him to fight the 
enemy, to make them recross the Guadalquivir, to push even as far as Baeza, to 
drive him out if he was there, to return to Bailen, leave there forces to defend that 
post and to return to Andujar.” 
 
Q9: “Why did you leave Bailen on July 17th?” 
 
A: “I left Bailen on the evening of July 17th to join General Dufour (see the 
preceding article) seeing that he informed me that he had only left Bailen because 
the enemy, 10,000 strong, had sought to steal a march to take the Sierra-Morena 
and I judged his forces insufficient to fight such a numerous enemy.” 
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Q10: “You wrote to General Dufour on July 18th that there were no enemies in the 
Sierra-Morena, nor at the entry to the defiles, and that you were going to return on 
your tracks; thus it was on this false news that you had marched on the preceding 
day. How could you risk such a dangerous movement without having complete 
certitude on the position of the enemy.?” 
 
A: “The difficulties of knowing the true position of the enemy in a country where all 
the inhabitants are hostile had caused this error; I, arriving from Andujar, could not, 
for information on the movements of the enemy, do more than rely on the account 
given to me by the generals who had been engaged with them the day before and 
who must have observed them. General Dufour made me this report and confirmed 
it to me by word of mouth on the 17th at 11pm, the moment of my junction with him 
at Guarroman. I send an account from Bailen to the general in chief, who received 
my letter before night on the 17th. This report seemed of all the more consequence 
in that the reconnaissances that I sent out from Bailen found no trace of the enemy 
between that town and the Guadalquivir; I refer on that article to the observations 
that I made on the Relation of the Campaign of Andalusia by the general in chief.” 
 
Q11: “When you understood the necessity of returning on your tracks on the 18th, 
why did you not leave La Carolina without delay to march on Bailen?” 
 
A: “The extreme fatigue of the troops who had been marching day and night since 
July 15th; the complete lack of subsistences, because since the 14th the troops had 
only received a half-ration of biscuit; the bad condition of my artillery carriages on 
which they were working all afternoon and all night. Finally, this time became all the 
more necessary in that it made it possible for me to rest the troops and to await the 
arrival of General Dufour to whom I had given the order to leave Ste Helene to 
rejoin me.” 
 
Q12: “At what time did you reach Bailen on July 19th?” 
 
A: “The head of my column arrived within range of the enemy at around 4 hours; I 
attacked him at 5 pm.” 
 
Q13: “How did you take so much time to travel the road from La Carolina to Bailen? 
Your lateness appears to have been the cause of the misfortune of that day: give an 
account of the circumstances which kept you apart from general Dupont when your 
reunion was so necessary?” 
 
A: “The excessive heat; the necessity of marching in column and ready to fight; 
several accidents happening to the artillery; the exhaustion of the troops; the 
precautions that I believed I should take to scout my march and to keep my rear 
safe from being cut off; finally the fatigue of my troops who had marched all the 
night coming from Ste Helene, slowed down the march. I was besides far from 
presuming the situation in which General Dupont found himself which, in my 
opinion, would not have been so dire if he had taken the precaution of blowing up 
the bridge of the Rumblar.” 
 
Q14: “Give an account of the circumstances of your arrival at Bailen on July 19th.” 
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A: “At my approach to the heights of Bailen I saw the troops which crowned them. I 
made a reconnaissance: it was the enemy; I made in consequence my dispositions 
of attack. While I was deploying my first brigade and closing up the mass of the 
second there arrived several envoys from the enemy, who assured me that there 
was a truce with the general in chief. I refused to listen to their proposals, replying to 
them that there would only be a truce between me and General Reding when the 
latter had retired two leagues from my advance posts and that I was going to attack 
him. The officers insisted and assured me that at that same moment staff officers of 
General Dupont were with the rebel General Reding; I determined to send one of 
my ADCs there with the order to return within quarter of an hour. While waiting, my 
troops debouched from the route and took up their battle positions; my movement 
prepared and my ADC not having returned I ordered the attack. That officer had 
been sent by General Reding to General Dupont.” 
 
“The cavalry, commanded by General Boussart, having turned the position of the 
enemy by its right, with the aid of the infantry enveloped all that was found there, 
made more than 1,000 men lay down their arms after having sabred a great 
number; three flags and two guns remained in our power. The left of the enemy 
presented more resistance at the position of the Hermitage; the 1st battalion of the 
5th Legion was broken; I had it supported by the Swiss battalion which gave and 
obliged that of the 5th Legion to take a position more to the rear. I then directed my 
artillery fire against the Hermitage and renewed the order to take it by force when 
the ADC Barbarin brought me an order from General Dupont which told me not to 
undertake anything against the enemy until new orders, that he had agreed to an 
armistice and that the conditions of it would be notified to me. I had the firing halted 
while keeping the positions taken from the enemy.” 
 
Q15: “What did you do after that, up till the moment when you undertook your 
retrograde march towards the Sierra-Morena?” 
 
A: “The 20th passed in waiting for the results of the proposals being made by the 
enemy or by the general in chief, and in waiting for the orders of that general. My 
ADC, who had stayed with the general in chief the night before, returned and let me 
know the position of which I was ignorant up till then.” 
 
“Worried about the movement that the enemy troops were making on my wings and 
seeing that nothing was being concluded, I sent Captain Baste to General Dupont to 
propose to attack the enemy on the 21st. That officer had great difficulty in 
explaining himself: everyone around the general in chief was of an opinion contrary 
to mine and claimed that it would spoil everything. The proposal not being accepted, 
Baste demanded, following my orders, to go himself to the place of the conferences 
to be a witness and to discuss the interests of my troops. He was taken there but 
was refused entry under the pretext that his presence would lead to unfavourable 
changes. Captain Baste persisted in vain, alleging that he found it strange that, in a 
treaty in which there was an order to include my division, they should refuse to 
admit to the conference a superior officer whom I had sent. He only returned on the 
21st carrying the order from General Dupont to halt my division wherever it found 
itself.” 
 
“General Reding had reclaimed his prisoners several times; the order was given to 
return them; I returned them.” 
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Q16: “Why did you not make objections against the pretensions of the Spanish in 
respect to you, and employed all the means in your power in order to withdraw you 
from a capitulation which should not have concerned you in any manner?” 
 
A: “I did not know the pretensions of the Spanish till the last moment and I had to 
expect that the stipulated conditions would be favourable for my troops. The mission 
of Captain Baste proves that I employed all the means in my power to withdraw me 
from that capitulation.” 
 
Q17: “From the moment when your general in chief found himself separated from 
you by the enemy and in capitulation with him, did you not understand that his 
position removed his right to give you orders and that by that fact you were 
dispensed from obeying him.?” 
 
A: “The general in chief being separated from me by the enemy and in talks with 
him was the only one informed of the proposals of the latter; it seems to me that it 
was for him to profit by the different staff officers that he sent me to tell me of it and 
to trace the conduct that any other would have ordered in his place. I could not 
doubt the aim of the orders of my general and I did not believe myself dispensed 
from obeying him while he judged himself to have a right to command me.” 
 
“If, on the 19th, he had not attributed to himself the right, above all in leaving me 
ignorant of his position, the results of that day would probably have been quite 
otherwise.” 
“For me to have disowned my obedience would have made me responsible for the 
extremities to which the enemy would have proceeded against the 1st division and 
those to which my troops could have been reduced by a refusal to obey; besides, 
who could have thought that the enemy would have been so disloyal as not to 
respect that which was most sacred.” 
 
Q18: “When did you return to make yourself included in the capitulation?” 
 
A: “I did not make myself included in the capitulation; on July 22nd I was enjoined to 
go the Guarroman.” 
 
Q19: “What happened to the division you were commanding since your capitulation 
up till the moment of your departure from Spain?” [answer omitted as unimportant] 
Q20: “In what situation were the troops at that point in time and where, at that 
moment was general Dufour? [answer omitted] 
Marseille January 4th 1809. 

 
Dupont, Vedel and Chabert were all sent to Paris and joined Villoutreys and Marescot in 
the Abbaye. Martial Thomas was released.  
 
 
On December 14th 1808 Napoleon had written from Chamartin to Comte Regnier, the 
Grand Judge  
 

“My intention is that the generals Dupont, Marescot, Chabert and Vedel shall be 
taken before the High Court. I pray you in consequence to place this matter with my 
prosecutor general of the High Court, to confer with the Archchancellor on this 
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subject and to present me with the papers I must sign. These generals having 
arrived, it is time to occupy ourselves with this affair without delay.” 

 
 
 
To be continued 
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