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The Bailen Enquiry Part II: the First Reports 

By Susan Howard 

These documents are taken from Titeux vol 2 and from the first part of vol 3. 

At this point that correspondence between Madrid and Bayonne was taking about three 
days, that between Andujar to Madrid was taking about four days if it got through at all. 
None of the following letters reached Dupont. Some of the intercepted letters Titeux found 
in the English newspapers, others in Spanish writings. These have, therefore, been 
translated from the French, back into French and now into English again. 

At  Madrid  Savary was anxiously waiting for news of Bessieres and Moncey as well as 
Dupont.  On July 16th he wrote to Dupont “It is still necessary to remain on the defensive, 
this is the formal order expressed in the letters from Bayonne of the 12th.”  

His next letter was written on July 17th, this letter needs to be given in full since it was 
discussed at the Enquiry. 

“General, we have no news of marshal Bessieres who is, at this moment seriously 
engaged. The King was at Burgos yesterday.” 

“Your position concerns me greatly; you are too far from the centre and above all, 
exposed on the whole of your flanks. It is possible that at the moment when you 
receive this letter it will be the case that I shall be obliged to make you repass the 
mountains, that is to say, if I do not have satisfactory news of Bessieres or even if 
he has not obtained a success which is decisive and without great loss. You have 
three divisions and you must remain on the defensive. It would be good to send 
General Gobert back across the mountains and to hold the defensive with your 
other two divisions; in this manner General Gobert could get promptly to Madrid with 
his cuirassiers if the case demanded it; or in the contrary case, could cover your 
rear and your flanks; take then the dispositions to make this movement which is, 
besides, ordered by the Emperor. He even says that if he does not bring you back 
across the mountains at this moment it is because he hopes that marshal Bessieres 
will be victorious, but that is not enough, I have to put him in a position to crush the 
army of Galicia by means of the reinforcement I have to send him. I repeat to you, 
General, with your two divisions you will keep the defensive and with General 
Gobert on your rear between you and Madrid you will have nothing to fear for your 
security, nor for your communications and that will be a good position for us. We 
must not start an offensive war in Andalusia before having finished that of Galicia; 
you must not compromise your troops but must not retire without immediate danger. 
I will write to you every day and inform you what is happening.” 

“You understand that if it happens that general Gobert, in the new position he is 
going to occupy, receives the order to approach Madrid, you must not count on him 
further and must, in consequence, recross the mountains if you are forced rather 
than engage your troops at a disadvantage. This is pure precaution because, by 
means of the troops that have returned from the corps of marshal Moncey, I hope to 
be able to put Bessieres in a position to be completely successful.” 
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“General Belliard will have told you yesterday that the corps of Moncey is 
approaching within two marches of Madrid. . .” 

 
“PS It is also possible that before Gobert is at his new destination I may send him 
the order to halt: that will depend on what I have learned.  Take care that his march 
does not resemble a retreat.” 

 
At 2pm on the same day he sent a courier with a duplicate of the previous letter adding “It 
is essential that General Gobert should recross the mountains and be at Manzanares on 
the 25th or 26th. With your two divisions you will keep on the defensive while keeping in 
communication with Gobert… The letters from Bayonne of the 13th give this as a positive 
order. Hold yourself ready rather to recross the mountains than to move forward.” 
 
On July 19th Savary was able to write to Dupont that they had now heard of Bessieres's 
victory over Cuesta and the army of Galicia. However the Emperor wanted him reinforced. 
“He recommends that General Gobert is halted where he is, that is to say at Manzanares 
where he believes he is. He foresees even the case where he will be forced to bring him 
back to Madrid and to replace him by Vedel and to place you in the Sierra Morena.” 
Savary added that he hoped this order would be temporary as new reinforcements were 
arriving but that Dupont could not march forward till the affairs of Galicia were settled. 
 
July 21st, Savary wrote to Dupont in a confident mood, telling him all was going well but 
that he would not get his reinforcements just yet.  “Continue, then General to hold your 
position at Andujar and make yourself respected.”. . . “You can let Castanos know that all 
the Spanish here have done their duty and that means of rigour will not be slow to be 
deployed against the others. There will be no lack of people ready to take the fortunes of 
those who have had the maladroitness to let them be confiscated.” Savary did not 
comment on not having heard from Dupont for five days. 
 
There was also confidence at Bayonne. 
 

*Bayonne July 18th Napoleon to Joseph 
 
“I am inclined to think from several accounts that marshal Bessieres beat only two-
thirds of the army of Galicia and that the other third took no part in the affair of Rio 
Seco. What I have seen up to the present time of marshal Moncey's operations 
makes me think that he has done all he could; that he has beaten the rebels in 
every encounter; that he has inflicted great injury upon them; and that, in fact, he 
deserves nothing but praise. After the great victory of Medina de Rio Seco, General 
Dupont may think seriously of destroying or dispersing the troops of General 
Castanos.” 

 
In another letter of the same date Joseph was told that he should “take the corps of 
General Dupont to 22,000 men, infantry cavalry and artillery and 3,000 men in the defiles 
of the mountains and for the communications with Madrid that he can call to him to serve 
as reserve on a day of action; supply him with the extra forces to reach the point as soon 
as possible so that he can attack and fight without delay.”  
 
Berthier to Savary, Bayonne July 18th 
 

... “It is now the moment to let General Gobert continue his route. . . The Emperor, 
General, finds that you are wrong to say that nothing has been done for six weeks. . 
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. The affairs of Spain are in the most prosperous situation since the battle of Medina 
de Rio Seco. . . Finally if General Gobert and the detachments which are halfway to 
join General Dupont make that general judge that he has sufficient strength to beat 
General Castanos, they must continue their direction and let him attack the enemy if 
he believes he should.”  

 
*Bayonne July 19th Napoleon to Berthier 
 

“Write to General Dupont a letter to let him know my satisfaction over the combats 
of Cordova and the two combats of Jaen, I am granting 60 decorations of the 
Légion d'honneur for the combat of Cordova, thirty for the officers and thirty for the 
sous-officiers and soldiers, of which at least five or six should be given to conscripts 
who have seen the firing for the first time and who have behaved the best. I grant 
10 decorations of officer of the Légion d'honneur to those who are legionaries and 
three of commander to those who are officers. In giving them to the persons who 
have been the most useful to him General Dupont will make out without delay a list 
of all his nominations, when it is signed he will make it known to the individuals. I 
grant five decorations for the officers and five for the sous-officiers and soldiers for 
the first combat of Jaen, that commanded by frigate captain Baste; 15 for the 
officers and 15 for the sous-officiers and soldiers for the second combat of Jaen, 
that commanded by brigade general Cassagne.” 

 
Bayonne July 19th Berthier to Savary:  
 

“From the letter of General Dupont [of the 11th?] the Emperor sees that General 
Gobert has rejoined him. It would be suitable to support him with his whole division 
and to guard not only the communications but the defiles so that General Dupont 
can give a decisive battle. . . General Dupont needs some 12-pounder cannon and 
obusiers; if he does not have them, send him what you can.”  

 
Bayonne July 21st, Notes on the current position of the army in Spain [dictated by 
Napoleon]: 
 

“1) The battle of Medina de Rio Seco has put the affairs of the army in the best 
position. Marshal Bessieres gives no more cause for concern and all the attention 
must turn to the side of General Dupont.” 

 
2 & 3 three are general observations. 

 
“4) All the operations of the army have succeeded up to this time as far as they can 
succeed. General Dupont has held on beyond the mountains and in the valleys of 
Andalusia. Three times he has defeated the insurgents. Marshal Moncey has 
defeated the insurgents at Valencia. He has not been able to take the town which is 
nothing out of the way. Perhaps it would have been desirable for him to have 
camped one day from the town, as General Dupont has done, but in the end, 
whether he is at one day or five, as at San-Clemente, the difference is not very 
great. The only important point today is that of General Dupont, if the enemy ever 
manages to take the defiles of the Sierra Morena it will be difficult to drive them out 
from there; it is then necessary to reinforce General Dupont in such a manner that 
he has 25,000 men including what he will need to guard the mountain crossings and 
part of the road through La Mancha. . .” 
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One man who was not optimistic was King Joseph: from Burgos, July 19th, he wrote to his 
brother, 
 

“Everywhere that the opposition is not in arms it is at least passive and sullen. . . It 
seems that no-one wants to tell YM the exact truth. I must not, myself, hide it from 
him. The task cut out is very great; to get through it with honour immense means 
will be needed. Fear has not made me see double. . . I am not at all daunted by my 
position but it is unique in history: I have not a single partisan here. I am astonished 
that they do not yet know at Madrid of the victory of the 14th. I am writing to General 
Savary not to withdraw General Gobert, there is no need today. . .  it will be 
necessary to reinforce General Dupont greatly.” 

 
The first cause for concern came not from Dupont but from Moncey, who, without waiting 
for the order from Savary, had retired from San Clemente after a council of war had 
agreed the army was in no state to hold its position, in part due to lack of water. Savary 
complained to Berthier on July 19th that if he had not, in fact, wanted Moncey to return 
towards Madrid “certainly I would have demanded justice for such conduct; I would not 
have wanted to leave him at San Clemente where it seems there is no water at all. . .”  The 
result was that Gobert would have to be left at Manzanares  and “the two divisions of 
Dupont and Vedel will try to hold their position at Andujar although YE exaggerates their 
strength by a good third and underestimates that of the enemy by nearly as much.”  
 
By July 22nd it seems Savary was belatedly starting to worry about not having heard from 
Dupont. To Berthier he wrote, shrugging off a rebuke, “Dupont, distant from Madrid, almost 
isolated because of the difficulty of the communications could be cut off from one day to 
the next, he is fretting in his position and leans strongly towards retaking the offensive. . . 
We have no news of him since the 14th. . .” 
 
Madrid July 23rd at midnight, Savary to Berthier: 
 

“We have received at this moment a letter from the commandant of the battalion 
stationed at Madridejos which tells us that the 15th, 16th and 17th the divisions 
Vedel and Gobert were strongly engaged in their position at Bailen, that General 
Gobert was killed and at the same time the corps of Dupont himself was strongly 
attacked. This commandant seems frightened by all the rumours from the country 
which surrounds him, and what is more surprising is that the commandants of 
Manzanares and Puerto del Rey. . . wrote on the date of the 18th  and gave no 
news of these matters that they should have known before that of Madridejos. 
Nevertheless, I believe that something serious has happened to Dupont because 
we have had no news of him since the 13th.” 

 
“Marshal Moncey had just arrived at Madrid, having left his corps at Ocana; it was 
only at this position that he found enough water for everyone.  . . .I am very pleased 
to know him in this position when I consider the state of Madrid and what could 
have happened to General Dupont.”   

 
On the 24th commandant Plique wrote to Belliard from Madridejos that a convoy of 18 
vehicles with an escort of 40 dismounted cuirassiers had been ambushed on leaving 
Villarta and massacred by local armed bands. The communication with Manzanares were 
cut and his forces were not enough to break through. He had the letters for Dupont and 
was holding them till further orders. The same day General Musnier at Ocana wrote an 
even more alarming letter: 
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“General, at the moment when I received your letter of the 23rd, M d'Affry, chef de 
battalion of the 3rd Swiss regiment came in. He had been part of the brigade of 
advance-guard of the division Vedel, commanded by General Belair, He confirms to 
me the detail contained in the letter from the commandant at Manzanares that I sent 
you yesterday. The multiplying news that he has gathered along all his road and  
which he believes reliable since as a Swiss he has the confidence of the Spanish, 
has informed him besides that General Dupont has capitulated following an action 
which must have taken place on the 19th against the troops of the enemy Generals 
Castanos and Reding who had turned his left.” 

 
“M d'Affry adds that he has learned from the same sources that the army of 
Estramadura is in full march and must reach Talavera on the 20th from where it will 
go against Toledo and probably to Aranjuez. Finally, he is convinced that the 
movement of the battalion of Madridejos to Manzanares is impossible, in as much 
as the whole of La Mancha is only waiting for the appearance of the first column 
from Andalusia to rise up.” 

 
He had hoped to send d'Affry to give the details but he had gone down with fever and 
would not be fit to travel for a few days. 
 
D'Affry arrived at Madrid on the 26th and wrote a report for Belliard. This is the first written 
account of the events and is written by an unbiased and competent, though not 
necessarily accurate, witness so I include it in full.  
 

“On July 13th the 2nd division camped at Bailen and had, two leagues away at the 
Mengibar crossing on the Guadalquivir, an advance guard commanded by General 
Liger-Belair, with a strength of two infantry battalions, four  four-pounder cannons 
and 80 dragoons. In the night of the 13th to 14th the guard of dragoons placed 
opposite the town of Mengibar on the left bank of the river was attacked, forced to 
recross the river and lost six men killed or taken.” 

 
“On the 14th at daybreak, a Spanish column about 3,000 strong debouched to the 
right of the town of Mengibar, throwing there the main part of their force, and with a 
line regiment and around 200 horse, came to occupy the heights on the left bank 
opposite the position of General Belair: the enemy then engaged in a lively fusillade 
with the infantry posts remaining on the left bank and those along  the right bank of 
the Guadalquivir. The enemy generals reconnoitred our position and the fusillade 
which continued for a long time had no result apart from a few killed or wounded on 
either side. On the evening of the 14th, General Belair had the posts on the left 
bank reinforced and occupied two redoubts on the right bank. We passed the night 
under arms.” 

 
“Before daybreak on the 15th the enemy, more numerous than the day before, 
attacked strongly the posts on the left bank and the two earthworks on the right 
bank; they made our skirmishers retreat, also a company of grenadiers and one of 
voltigeurs sent to their assistance, and being reunited in great numbers on the 
heights they sent  a very lively fire on our infantry and notably on the artillery which 
managed to contain them and to prevent them from crossing the river. This firing 
lasted from 3am to around 10am; the loss in killed was not considerable; there were 
several wounded including two officers of the 5th legion.” 
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“General Vedel, who was at Bailen, informed by the noise and by the orderlies sent 
by General Belair set out with his division and arrived around 11am on the reverse 
of the hills behind the position of General Belair, to support him. A few moments 
later, General Vedel received an ADC from General Dupont with the order to go at 
once with his division to Andujar where the enemy had been firing heavily all 
morning with heavy guns and were showing very much in force. General Dupont 
ordered him to leave at the Mengibar crossing sufficient forces to defend the 
crossing and to march with the remainder. General Belair was reinforced by four 
companies which took his forces to 21 companies and 80 dragoons and at 5pm the 
division Vedel left for Andujar.”  

 
In the night of the 15th to 16th, General Belair, informed that General Gobert had replaced 
the division Vedel at Bailen, made a movement to the rear to raise his line on the high 
ground and left four companies to occupy the shore and the redoubts on the river bank. 
Warned that the enemy were in movement on our left, General Belair pushed a strong 
reconnaissance towards Javalquinto, which at 2pm informed us that effectively some 
insurgents were showing themselves on the right bank. General Belair despatched at once 
several orderlies to General Gobert and the next day it was verified that they had been 
taken by the enemy.” 
 

“On the 16th at daybreak the enemy began a strong fusillade along the whole front 
of the banks of the Guadalquivir and set up a sustained fire from two guns which 
obliged our four companies successively to evacuate, after five quarters of an hour 
of combat, the redoubts, an old burned farm and the ramp of the ferry and to pull 
back to the high ground to the left of the battalion. While this was going on, the 
reiterated warnings that came to General Belair determined him to make a change 
of front to the rear on his right and to commence a retrograde movement. It is to be 
observed that the enemy, master of both banks was spreading on to the plain, on 
the right bank and was attacking us strongly in front. I was charged to cover the left, 
to follow by the flank and close the movement of our artillery filing to the centre: the 
2nd battalion of the 5th Legion, by peloton in column, retired by the right and the 
movement was made with great calm and co-ordination.” 

 
“It was well known to us that we had been absolutely turned by our left, and, in fact 
hardly had I gained the first trees of the forest that I was strongly attacked by a force 
nearly thrice that of mine; I followed my movement while continuing a musketry fire 
which appeared to me very murderous for the enemy. At the crossing of a little 
ravine one of my caissons was broken and two of the horses and the driver of a gun 
were killed. I tried to harness some mules but it was impossible to manage and the 
gun was abandoned in spite of my efforts and those of chef de battalion Chaudron 
of the 5th Legion. We rallied however at this same ravine and the 2nd battalion of 
the 5th Legion contained the enemy while I was reforming mine. We continued our 
retreat towards Bailen, although we were completely outflanked by the right and the 
left, continually harassed by the infantry, the artillery and the cavalry of the enemy. 
The enemy dragoons furnished a charge on the right of the column and were 
repulsed with the almost total loss of the assailants. At last, toward 8am we arrived 
in sight of the troops of General Gobert, under whose orders we came, and took 
position on the heights in front of Bailen.” 

 
“The enemy left us some time: he debouched from several valleys and we saw that 
his force was around 12,000 infantry men and 800 to 1,000 horse with several 
eight-pounder cannons, several four-pounders and a couple of obusiers, around 10 
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cannon. General Gobert had reunited 150 cuirassiers on his right, a battalion of light 
infantry and the two battalions of General Belair in the centre, the dragoons and 50 
cuirassiers on the left. The cannonade began and became very lively: the 
cuirassiers on the right executed a charge in good order but the enemy being very 
numerous it had no success although supported by a great fire of artillery and 
musketry. The terrain was then disputed for a long time by cannon fire and by 
skirmishers but is a short time (towards noon) it was easy to see that the enemy 
was insinuating into the valleys and was taking itself to to our left. A single battalion 
of the division Gobert found itself at this affair; another, placed at Liguario, was 
attacked at the same time by a corps of 6,000 enemies, from the report of those 
who were there. A third arrived from Guarroman and was in sight when it retook the 
road to Guarroman to escort there General Gobert who was  wounded in the head 
by small shot a moment after the charge of cuirassiers and who died on the carriage 
during the journey. At two o'clock the skirmishing had completely ceased and the 
enemy showed only the head of a column on our extreme left. General Dufour, who 
had taken the command, held the position and at 10pm ordered a retrograde 
movement by Bailen towards Guarroman: we were not troubled.” 

 
“The 17th, at daybreak, we took up position at Guarroman and the troops were 
warned that after a few hours rest they would continue their movement. Towards 
noon a peasant carrying dispatches informed us that General Vedel was marching; 
we were awaiting his arrival to continue our movement on La Carolina and Ste 
Helene. General Vedel arrived from Andujar on the 17th at 10pm and as soon as he 
had formed up we continued the movement and, after having left four companies at 
La Carolina we took up position on the 18th, at 11am on the heights of Ste Helene. 
General Vedel having announced that he would leave Guarroman at daybreak, we 
were expecting him at 3pm but, on the contrary, the corps of General Dufour 
received at 5pm the order to move forward to La Carolina and Guarroman.” 

 
“On the evening of the 18th I left Ste Helene with a convoy of sick and wounded. 
Captain Tavel, of the 3rd Swiss regiment, who left Ste Helene on the morning of the 
19th had heard from the side of La Carolina a strong and sustained fire of artillery 
and musketry which, starting at daybreak, could still be heard in the Sierra Morena 
after noon.” 

 
“I estimated the total losses of the days of the 14th, 15th and 16th, for the corps of 
General Belair and the division Gobert, at 300 men killed, wounded and captured 
not including a company of the 5th Legion detached to the mill of Espelui between 
Mengibar and Andujar. I believe the losses of the enemy to be very considerable, 
notably in the forest near the river and by the effect of our artillery. The enemy had 
many troops of the line. He showed some order in his movements but little 
intelligence in profiting from the superiority of his numbers, he held with firmness 
under the force of our artillery. I learned from the officers of the 3rd Swiss regiment 
that the enemy had been in position in front of Andujar all morning on the 16th, to 
the number of around 40,000 men, as many troops as armed peasants.”  

 
He then described the difficulties of his journey and concluded  
 

“I had take to risk of provoking the confidence of some inhabitants with whom I 
lodged and of some others. At Manzanares, the 21st, dozing and sick in bed, I 
found on waking a note in Spanish on my table which informed me that by virtue of 
a capitulation passed on the 20th, General Dupont had surrendered as a prisoner of 
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war: my host, in fact hastened to tell me that this event had happened as a result of 
an unfortunate affair of the 19th, of which he had just learned from the passage of 
an ADC of General Castanos going to the army of the Valencians, and that the 
same had brought the official news in writing to the junta of Manzanares and that he 
had left immediately. The same man said the same day that a strong column of 
Valencians would be at Solana in two or three days to march on the Sierra Morena 
and that the same day the garrisons of Manzanares and Madridejos would be  
attacked by the cavalry of Valencia; that the insurgents of Estramadura were at 
Talavera and would soon be at Toledo but would not go further for the moment. I 
tried, by the rapidity of my march, to precede the publication of the news, true or 
false , of the capture of General Dupont.....”. 

 
Sending the report on from Madrid on the 26th Belliard described it as 'exaggerated and 
hardly credible': he was sending an officer to question d'Affry. He was sending troops to 
Manzanares and the Sierra Morena to try and reopen communications with Dupont.  
Savary, writing to Berthier on the 27th  said “we will never be able to save Dupont in 
Andalusia without first sending an imposing assistance. I count for little the 3,500 men 
which will soon be joining him with General Laval. The army which is before him is very 
much more considerable than the Emperor has believed up till now. . .” 
 
Optimistically, he wrote to Dupont telling him of the reports they had received; he said he 
was sure the rumours of a capitulation were untrue but he must have sustained losses and 
reinforcements were on their way. However the letter he wrote to the Emperor was more 
realistic, Madrid July 27th:  
 

“Sire for three [illegible in original] I have been fighting the desire to inform you of 
the situation of the affairs of Spain and, if I have delayed up till now it is because I 
flattered myself that the presence of the King and some acts of the deputies of the 
Junta would lead to the urgently needed change in our current position. Since the 
arrival of the King, everything has gone from bad to worse and the evil needs to be 
as great as it is to determine me to give warning about it to YM in order that he does 
not lose a moment to bring a remedy.”  

 
“The day before yesterday we began to hear unfavourable reports of General 
Dupont, it is added that Castanos was joined by the garrisons of the towns of Africa 
and the Balearics; accustomed for a long time to hear such things I had not taken 
great notice, the more so since it was impossible to send him any more troops since 
marshal Bessieres was still hinting of anxieties in his letters of the 20th and 24th. 
Today d'Affry, colonel of a Swiss regiment in the service of France arrived from the 
corps of General Dupont with some wounded; he had left the division Gobert at Ste 
Helene on the 18th at the moment when General Dupont was ordering that division 
to move forward to join him. It seems that he had quitted Andujar as a result of the 
affairs of the 15th and 16th.  Another officer, who left Ste Helene on the morning of 
the 19th, reports that during the whole morning he had heard a very lively 
cannonade and a fusillade up till midday and that it was only on arriving in La 
Mancha, the 22nd and the 23rd, that he had heard tell that General Dupont had 
capitulated on the 20th and had surrendered himself as a prisoner with his army; 
that is too much to be believed, although he seems to have had to do with 
considerable forces which had surrounded him for two days; but when I consider all 
that was rumoured here at the time of the affair of Marshal Bessieres, I retain the 
hope that what has happened to General Dupont will be no more than an ordinary 
event and that he will not be put under the obligation to sign a capitulation. Certainly 
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he will not have done. Communications with him were open up till the 19th: he sent 
me a courier on the evening of the 16th. D'Affry was overtaken by this courier, to 
whom he spoke, but he has not arrived.”  

 
“It is then necessary to wait for news of General Dupont before making a judgement 
on what is to be done; if he has been unfortunate he will have reunited his troops 
and will reopen the communication himself; if he has been fortunate, the regiment of 
the division Gobert which will reach Manzanares on the 29th while reuniting all the 
detachments scattered along the lines of communication will be sufficient to re-open 
that communication and to reinforce him. I will have the lines of communication 
occupied by other troops.” 
 
“I dare not suppose the case that a complete disaster will have happened to 
Dupont, because he had nearly 20,000 men, but if it is so, our position here will be 
horrible, we could never gather enough around here to repair the mischance. It will 
not be for several  days that we will know how we stand on this point.” 

 
“This contretemps does not help the affairs of the King. He is very busy and was 
expecting to find something else here; he received yesterday a letter from YM which 
gave him concern, it told him to be tranquil, that he had more than he needed to 
conquer Spain; at the point to which things have come there is no doubt that all the 
means are insufficient, from the troops to the war supplies. In a Council where the 
King was with many generals and ministers he explained himself thus: I cannot 
make war on every village in Spain, or I must renounce reigning here; it is 
necessary then to employ persuasion and a little cajolery; then it is necessary that I 
make use of men and instruments which, at the same time they suit me can please 
this land which I am trying to calm.  After the Council he called me in with General 
Belliard and spoke to us thus “The Emperor believes that everything here is in the 
best state and I see that there is not even a master in Spain, that all are against us. 
. . wanting to make a revolution in Spain with 100,000 men is like wanting to 
conquer France with 300,000......”  

 
“The King has here a great task but YM must occupy himself with sending great 
means. Troops and money are needed here: money for the King who cannot use 
violent means to provide for the troops and who has, at this moment, only the 
deserts of Spain under his control. If we have two battles like that of Dupont the 
munitions will unfailingly run out: Bessieres even has demanded some from here! 
…” 

 
On July 28th at 3am commandant Plicque wrote to Savary  from Madridejos: 
 

“General, M. de Villoutreys has arrived at this moment to go to Madrid, bearer of a 
treaty between the Spanish army and the French army by which the latter is forced 
to evacuate Andalusia by the sea ports of San Lucar and Rota. He was preparing to 
travel post for greater speed when I represented to him that he could not, without 
certain danger, quit the escort of Spanish cavalry which had accompanied him as 
far as this. He will arrive at Madrid in the morning of the 30th.  The Spanish army, 
60,000 strong, must have made a movement to take the gorges of the Sierra 
Morena.” 

 
Savary got the letter at 7 pm and sent it on at once to the Emperor “It throws us into 
consternation; we are going to think tonight of the means to employ but it is a terrible 
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event; once we have made our resolution we will dispatch an officer to YM, while warning 
Bessieres and Saragossa. . . We have here 16,000 men, including marshal Moncey at 
Ocana.” 
 
Later than night both Joseph and Savary wrote that they had decided to evacuate Madrid 
and move to Burgos. They expected to see the army of Castanos arrive in four or five 
days. Savary, writing to Berthier, finished: 
 

“The King will march with us, camp with us and we will not leave him. I cannot yet 
understand how general Dupont could find himself in that situation. I am waiting with 
impatience for M. de Villoutreys who is said to be carrying his dispatches and who 
will probably arrive tomorrow and whom I will send as soon as possible to the 
Emperor; General Dupont is without doubt much to be pitied since there are 
grounds for presuming that he will not have surrendered cheaply.” 

 
Captain Charles de Villoutreys, 28 years old, chevalier of the Legion d'honneur, chevalier 
grand croix d l'Union de Baviere, equerry of the Emperor, had been serving on Dupont's 
staff. He had taken a part in the negotiations and had been sent to carry the treaty to the 
Emperor. He reached Madrid at 4pm on the 29th.   Savary then wrote to the Emperor 
again sending copies of the documents and adding a summary of events as he understood 
them; I omit the narrative for the moment. 
 

“The division Barbou, with which General Dupont was found, is prisoner of war; that 
of Vedel and that of Gobert, which was commanded since his death by General 
Dufour, have a treaty of evacuation but the whole is to be taken to Rochefort.” 

 
“Among all the things  Villoutreys tells me I remark that in the three affairs of the 
15th, 16th and 19th the two divisons Dupont and Dufour fought separately and 
successively against the whole enemy corps which had turned their left and that 
during all the combats the division Vedel was always on the way without finding 
itself at any, in such a way that the army corps was never united to obtain a decisive 
success upon any point. “ 

 
“Villoutreys told me that general Dupont had not received any letters from me and 
that Castanos had let him see them after the capitulation; then why remain at 
Andujar? Certainly the inconvenience of a retreat was not comparable to the 
misfortune which happened to him. Villoutreys also told me that he had capitulated 
not having more than 12,000 men, all the more reason for not staying in that 
position, the more so since they were completely out of provisions. He said also that 
the army of Castanos must have begun its march on the 24th to move forwards and 
that he presumes that he will have reached Puerto del Rey on the 27th; we have 
then up till the 4th or 5th of August before having this army and the Insurrection at 
our heels.” 

 
“He reports that the garrisons of Africa have also arrived, that all the militia and the 
peasants have been enrolled in the line troops; that the Junta of Seville has made 
peace with the English for Andalusia; that our ships at Cadiz have been taken by 
the Spanish but not handed over to the English; that the Spanish did not want at all 
to accept their fleets into their ports nor to accept an assistance of 8,0000 men 
which they were offered and that in several conversations relative to the Treaty 
Castanos had always said that he knew well they were in no state to resist France 
but that they  hoped that the Emperor would consent to treat with them and return 
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the prince of the Asturias [Ferdinand] in marrying him to one of his relatives, 
whoever he chose; that otherwise there only remained to them despair and that 
they should all get themselves killed.”. . .  

 
“PS What has happened to General Dupont may well change the situation of affairs 
in Spain but it does not lower our courage. Dupont asks to return to Spain, he 
recalls his affair at Ulm and has declared that he would not retire without an order; 
he is to be pitied in only having been wounded. He asks to be recommended to YM” 

 
Dupont had written two letters to Savary after the battle which did not get through to him. 
From headquarters before Bailen, July 20th 1808: 
 

“Yesterday there was a very violent combat at Bailen. General Vedel having taken 
himself towards La Carolina to prevent the enemy from taking possession of the 
gorges, I went to Bailen where I had to fight a corps of 20-25,000 men, who were 
already master of the road. The greatest efforts were unable to succeed. General 
Vedel returned from la Carolina, but too late to second us. We fought fiercely for 
nine hours. We had the advantage at the outset, we took some guns and flags.” 

 
“The corps of General Castano had marched from Andujar on our rear and we thus 
found ourselves surrounded by an army of 40-45,000 men composed for the most 
part of troops of the line. This situation is the most annoying that could be imagined. 
The honour of the arms of HM was covered by the combat which had been 
delivered against forces so superior. My instruction led me to hold on at Andujar 
and this disposition has led to the unhappy crisis where we find ourselves.” 

 
“Unable to tempt fate by a new combat, I proposed to General Castanos to retire to 
Madrid. I fear that he will not agree to it, General Marescot is going to him and he 
will try to obtain a less rigorous arrangement. I have regarded it as my duty, as for 
all generals, to preserve this army corps for HM. A new affair in this critical position 
would cost the loss of the whole. But it is only with the deepest sorrow that I take 
this part which is commanded by circumstance.” 

 
“I hope that this letter will reach you promptly so that you can make arrangements to 
cover Madrid. I will send you an account of the result of the mission of General 
Marescot.” 

 
The letter was passed to Vedel at Ste Helene who sent it on to Belliard at Madrid and 
followed it with a report of his own, dated July 21st, This letter comes from Vedel's registre 
de correspondance, it would seem these did get through though it is not clear when. 
 

“General, I sent you yesterday, by chef de battalion Daguzan, a letter from General 
Dupont. It gives you details of the unfortunate combat that HE (His Excellence) 
fought on the 19th on the road from Andujar to Bailen. The action lasted from 3am 
until midday; finally, attacked at tail and head, his artillery in part dismounted and 
the rest in deplorable condition, the general in chief, after having suffered a great 
loss in killed and wounded found himself in the hard necessity of demanding an 
armistice.” 

 
He then goes on to recount the events at Mengibar on the 15th and explains: “the ADC 
Desfontaines, sent by the General in chief, came to tell me on his behalf to send him one 
or two battalions, even a brigade, if the enemy at the point of Mengibar had not appeared 
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in force. As all that remained available to me formed barely a brigade, I decided to leave 
with all that remained to me for Andujar. After a very painful night march, in very difficult 
roads, I reached Andujar in the morning of the 16th.” 
 
He reports on the fighting at Mengibar in which Gobert was killed then:  
 

“The General in chief, informed of an action in the area of Bailen, gave me the order 
to go back there. To that effect I left Andujar the same day, the 16th at 11pm, 
marched all night and reached Bailen at 8am. Contrary to my expectations, I did not 
find General Dufour, whom I should have met there. He had left at midnight to go to 
Guarroman following the warning he had been given that a corps of 10,000 men of 
the enemy was marching by Linares on La Carolina and Ste Helene to carry the 
gorges. On this information, of which I informed the general in chief, I left Bailen at 
8pm to go to Guarroman where I found General Dufour. All that he had seen, all the 
reports, gave still more authentication on the enemy corps which was marching for 
the Sierra Morena.  Generals Dufour and Belair left on the 17th at 11pm to go to La 
Carolina and Ste Helene, I left on the 18th at 3am to join them and to fight the 
enemy everywhere we might meet them. Arrived at La Carolina I sent out 
reconnaissances on all points, I took information on the enemy, on the state of the 
roads by which they could pass; everyone agreed that they had no knowledge of 
the presence of an enemy corps in the valleys of the Sierra Morena and that 
besides, it was impossible that they could have taken guns there. New information 
gathered during the day assured me that the enemy was not at all in this area. I had 
left General Cavrois with his small troop in observation at Bailen. From Guarroman I 
wrote to him to come and replace me there to cover Linares that I had left behind 
me, he came there in the night of the 18th-19th.” 

 
“On the 19th, at 3.30 am I left La Carolina to go back to Bailen where the General in 
chief had told me to return after my expedition. My troop was tired and without food; 
I could only march slowly to keep my troops together. However, I hastened as much 
as possible when I heard the cannons firing from the direction of Andujar. At the 
moment when I halted at Guarroman the firing stopped. I resumed my march to 
Bailen and before 5pm I saw the heights crowned with troops. I made a 
reconnaissance, it was the enemy. At once I made dispositions to attack; I was 
marching on them when an officer emissary, sent by General Reding, informed me 
that he was opening discussions with General Dupont. I believed this was a ruse. I 
sent my ADC to General Reding to see if, as he had said, there was a general from 
the staff of the General in chief with him, with the order to return within quarter of an 
hour. My ADC was not allowed to return immediately, he was obliged to go to 
General Dupont. Thus, not seeing him return, I decided to attack. Already my troops 
had carried the heights, having taken two guns, 1,000 prisoners and three flags 
when, in the middle of the firing, the ADC Barbarin brought me a letter from the 
General in chief who wrote to me not to make any attempt on the enemy since there 
was an armistice. I stopped firing and remained master of the heights.” 

 
“Yesterday passed without anything being concluded. My ADC Meunier stayed with 
the General in chief from 7pm to 8am yesterday; he saw the cruel position in which 
HE found himself. No bread, no water, no forage for the horses, pressed between 
two corps of troops, without any resource, HE believed that he would be given 
honourable conditions. He had waited in vain all day yesterday for a response. One 
time he was told Castanos was not there, sometimes he was given replies [illegible 
word]. In this cruel perplexity the General's head fermented with plans. He wanted 
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us to act in concert to operate a reunion but he needed a decisive response. Finally 
the General in chief, fearing the failure of that attempt, fearing that I would only be 
getting into a tight corner, had me advised to leave, to save my troops at least, and 
to cover Madrid. Yesterday, towards 6pm, he repeated to me by M de Choiseul the 
advice to leave as soon as my movement could not be seen, thinking that they were 
seeking, by a delayed response, to trap me in the gorges. My movement was 
already well advanced when another ADC from the General in chief came and told 
me to suspend it. I had it said to general Dupont that my movement was nearly 
accomplished but that, if I still could, I would resume my position. My artillery and 
baggage was already more than a league away, my troops in consequence at the 
same distance, I did not believe I should bring them back. The warning I received of 
the march of the enemy by the road of the plateau and their presence still in small 
number before El Visio confirmed that they were only using the time to surround 
me. I left Bailen at nightfall, yesterday evening and reached Ste Helene at 10am, I 
left at 4 hours in the evening for Santa Cruz.”  

 
“For eight hours I had not had a piece of bread to give my troops, I had distributed 
the last of my biscuit five days ago, there was hardly enough for two days. The 
soldier had been living on figs, pumpkins and cucumbers and on some goats that 
had been gathered in the mountains. That was our position, General, it was very 
embarrassing. I could only wish that that of our General in chief and his troops was 
not more troubling; I fear that he will have been obliged to surrender at discretion 
since this was the proposition that they had always made. I believed that our 
presence would have obtained him others.” 

 
“The General in chief before considering the plan of attacking and cutting his way 
out had had a count of his troops made. Maybe because they were exhausted by 
fatigue and worn out from the privations they had suffered, the General in chief 
found very little enthusiasm among the soldiers. If their dispositions had seemed 
better to him I believe he would had tried it and that we would have been able to 
succeed.” 

 
“The corps of Reding is 20-25,000 men, among them organized peasants. That of 
Lapena 8-10.000. A third corps, whose strength I do not know, is commanded by 
Jones, under the immediate orders of Castanos. A fourth, commanded by Coupigny 
is attached to General Reding.”  

 
On the 21st Dupont wrote: 
 

“I announced to you yesterday the unhappy result of the affair of the 19th. 
Surrounded by 45,000 men I was forced, after a violent combat, to treat with the 
enemy to preserve for HM an army corps which would have wholly perished in the 
mountains where it was surrounded. The Generals Marescot and Chabert 
negotiated with the enemy generals. It has been agreed that the 1st division will be 
made prisoners of war and taken to France by sea and that the troops of General 
Vedel will equally be taken to France but they will not at all be prisoners of war. 
These troops found themselves behind Bailen and, not having taken part in the 
combat, this distinction was made for them. I have been unable to obtain that I 
should retire on Madrid, I had to yield to necessity.”  

 
“I beg you to assemble immediately all those acting in isolation in order to form an 
army in a condition to cover Madrid. The enemy has 40-45,00 men among which 
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are many troops of the line. Recall the scattered troops from all points. The event 
has unluckily justified my fears; I have not ceased to demand reinforcement in order 
to have a corps fit to act offensively. I fought tenaciously and made all my efforts to 
get to Madrid. In a new affair I would have lost  the rest of the troops without 
succeeding: the soldiers were in no state to fight.” 

 
“I hope, in my misfortune, that HM will do justice to my devotion. I have never 
shown it better than in this affair and I have all the troops to witness it. I repeated 20 
times that the position of Andujar was dangerous and that the south of Spain 
demanded the principal attention. I am crushed by my situation but honour has 
been saved by the manner in which I fought and I am preserving for HM some 
troops which can still serve him.” 

 
“The enemy has made a treaty with the English and the transport of troops by sea is 
assured. They will be embarked at Rota; that is what General Marescot has told me, 
who is still this minute with the enemy general.” 

 
On the 22nd  he wrote in more detail: 
 

“I had the honour to give you an account of the affair of the 16th in which we lost 
General Gobert.” 

 
“As soon as this news was received, General Vedel, who had come to Andujar, 
returned rapidly to Bailen in order to support General Dufour who was charged with 
defending that important point. The enemy not having presented himself, General 
Dufour believed that he was going to Linares and in consequence he went himself 
to La Carolina to prevent him; this movement determined that of General Vedel, 
who went there as well, but this supposition was ill-founded; the enemy had halted 
at Villanueva and Mengibar, he had not taken the road to La Carolina and, seeing 
that Bailen was not occupied by reason of the movement of General Vedel, he 
came and established himself there with considerable forces.” 

 
“On hearing of the departure of the division Vedel from Bailen, that it should have 
been guarding, I had the liveliest fears for what might result and, in spite of the 
superior enemy forces before Andujar, I detached at once some troops to take 
position there. But feeling the inadequacy of the detachment and the extreme 
inconvenience of the movement of Generals Dufour and Vedel I determined to 
evacuate Andujar and to go myself to Bailen. The 18th, at nightfall, this march was 
executed and we found ourselves at daybreak near the town. The combat began at 
once.” 

 
“The enemy occupied a position in front of Bailen which covered with advantage the 
road to La Carolina, of which we needed to make ourselves masters. He was 20-
25,000 strong. The best troops of the Spanish army were there. The rest of that 
army was in movement to make a diversion on our flanks and on our rear. They 
amounted to 40-45,000 men.” 

 
“The 2nd brigade of the division Barbou engaged first, supported by the brigade of 
Swiss-Spanish. The fire was very lively, above all that of the artillery; that of the 
enemy was very numerous and nearly all of 12-pound calibre. While the combat 
was thus sustained in the centre the cuirassiers, supported by the 3rd regiment 
Swiss, executed a fine charge on the left of the enemy; it was renewed by the 
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dragoons and a battalion of the 4th Legion with the same success: two flags were 
taken from the enemy. At the sight of these flags the ardour of the troops increased 
and a general charge was ordered along the enemy line. The French advanced 
audaciously with the bayonet but they were welcomed with a fire so lively that they 
were forced to respond to it. The line being reformed we sought to approach the 
right flank of the enemy, we took several positions but his great superiority in 
numbers furnished him ceaselessly with the means to support the corps when they 
were repulsed; we had however gained some ground but it was necessary to force 
the passage.” 

 
“We attempted new efforts. The troops, despite their fatigue and the extreme heat, 
were still animated and felt the need to conquer. The 1st and 2nd regiments of 
chasseurs executed a brilliant charge and took several guns. The infantry seconded 
them and particularly the 3rd Legion. The battalion of sailors of the Guard placed 
themselves in line and executed a charge with admirable audacity, under a hail of 
grapeshot. The Guard of Paris had the Walloon Guards in front of them and 
obtained constant success against this regiment so highly estimated in the Spanish 
army. The dragoon brigade of General Privé well seconded the attacks made on the 
left. That of General Rouyer, composed of the Swiss regiments of Reding and of 
Preux, showed much firmness.” 

 
“I had hopes of victory from these efforts so many times renewed but 
discouragement had unfortunately succeeded to the good will of the troops and I felt 
that new attempts would be fruitless. The soldiers, who had marched all night, were 
overwhelmed by fatigue; a great number, that nothing could stop, ran to the nearest 
springs to calm their thirst and left the line almost empty. Nearly all the superior 
officers were killed or wounded. The combat had lasted a long time; we had fought 
fiercely for 10 hours. Three time we had overcome the enemy line, we had gained 
ground on him and he had always been repulsed in his attacks on our flanks; but 
these gains were not enough, not having been able to take Bailen and the road our 
position was extremely troubling. The corps that we had in front was seconded by 
another corps as numerous which was marching on our rear and we found 
ourselves, by the nature of the ground, as in a place besieged.”  

 
“We had lost around 1,800 men killed and wounded.  The loss of the enemy must 
have been greater, given their greater numbers. General Dupré and Major Bureau 
had been killed, Major Teulet and several other officers had been wounded.  
General Chabert had two horses killed under him. General Schramm had been 
wounded.” 

 
“Reduced to undertaking a negotiation with the enemy to preserve to HM the troops 
which were in no condition to recommence the combat and which were surrounded 
by more than 40,000 men, I charged General Marescot and General Chabert to 
conclude with General Castanos the convention which has taken place. The division 
which fought has sustained the reputation of the army; honour is saved, the 
imperious circumstances cannot change that. I hope that HM will deign to judge 
them favourably and I beg you to assure him of the devotion of this army corps, a 
devotion that the current events will only increase for his service.”  

 
Napoleon received Savary's news on August 2nd. In response he dictated a Note on the 
current situation in Spain, Bordeaux August 2nd 1808, 
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“1st observation : The circumstantial report which will be received from captain 
Villoutreys can only inform us of the true situation of affairs. The battle of Medina de 
Rio Seco defeated the whole army of Galicia. The battle of Andalusia has taken 
from us a corps of 15,000 men. Without doubt these two events are not in balance 
however they compensate for each other up to a point.”  

 
“2nd observation: the 15,000 men that have been lost have been replaced to the 
army by the reinforcements which have been received and are being received each 
moment. All that forms a force equal to and doubtless, from its composition, greatly 
superior to the corps of General Dupont.” 

 
“4th [sic] observation: Thus the loss of General Dupont will be replaced by 18-
20,000 men of much better troops. It should be possible to unite 30-60,000 men 
under Madrid and to conserve that capital.” 

 
However on the 3rd he must have had some further information because on that day he 
wrote to Clarke, Minister of war,  
 

“I am sending you the pieces for you alone: read them with a map to hand and see 
if, since the world began, there has ever been anything so stupid, so inept, so 
cowardly. See there the justification of Mack, of Hohenlohe etc. One can see 
perfectly from General Dupont's own account that all that has happened is the result 
of the most inconceivable ineptitude. He did well at the head of a division; he has 
done appallingly as a chief. When this blow of fate occurred all was prospering in 
Spain; the King, since his arrival at Madrid was gaining every day; marshal 
Bessieres, after the memorable victory of Medina de Rio Seco where, with 12,000 
men he put to flight the armies of Galicia and Portugal and killed 8-10,000 of their 
men and chased them from Valladolid, from Palencia and from the Kingdom of 
Leon; the siege of Saragossa was progressing well and everything led us to hope 
for a different result. This loss of 20,000 selected men of the elite, which failed 
without even having inflicted any significant loss on the enemy, the moral influence 
which this necessarily will have on that nation has led the King to take a great part 
in drawing nearer to France, pulling back on Arana and on the Duero.” 

 
“I don't suppose it will be necessary to make great preparations at Rochefort, since 
the English will surely not let these imbeciles pass and the Spanish will not give 
back the arms to to those who were not beaten.” 

 
“Communicate these letters to the minister Dejean, but to him only. The influence 
which this is going to have on affairs in general prevents me from going to Spain 
myself; I am sending Marshal Ney there. I am continuing my route through the 
Vendée. I will not go directly to Paris because I had promised to pass through the 
Vendée and it would seem that I distrusted these people but I will hasten my voyage  
as much as possible.” 

 
“I want to know what tribunal should judge these generals and what punishment the 
laws inflict on such a crime.” 

 
Looking at the difference in tone between the Note and this letter it would seem that, in the 
interval between them he had learned of the evacuation of Madrid and that this was the 
event that infuriated him. Savary's letter of the night of the 28th should have reached him 
and possibly also this letter from Joseph. 
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St Augustin August 1st  Joseph to Napoleon: 
 

“Sire, I reached this place at noon yesterday with the whole of the army. The 
rearguard will sleep at Alcovendas which it will leave at 2 am tomorrow. The 
soldiers are generally worn out, the officers are not strong, the men are young and 
raw. I think that YM had better incorporate the privates in your old regiments and 
send back the officers to their depots. In fact, with the exception of the old 
regiments of the guard, they are evidently a collection of youths who are not yet 
soldiers. Every officer going from Spain will tell the same story to YM. . . the 
conscripts of the last levy are too young: they are tired out before they arrive and 
the climate finishes them. These observations are not flattering but they are true. 
Castanos has more soldiers than he wants, he has sent many away. All the 
peasants are demanding to enlist, they are accustomed to the heat and in the prime 
of life. . .” 

 
Napoleon to Joseph August 3rd,  
 

“The knowledge that I have that you are grappling, my friend, with events above 
your habitude as much as above your natural character, pains me. Dupont has 
disgraced our flags! What ineptitude! What baseness! These men will be taken by 
the English. Events of such a nature demand my presence in Paris. Germany, 
Poland, Italy etc all depend on one another. I am really grieved when I feel that I 
cannot be with you and my soldiers at this juncture.” 

 
The Capitulation of Baylen or, as Titeux would prefer, the Treaty of Andujar. 
 

Their Excellences comte de Tilly and de Castanos, general in chief of the army of 
Andalusia, wishing to give proof of their high esteem to his Excellence General 
Dupont, Grand-Aigle of the Légion d'honneur, commander in chief of the Corps 
d'observation de la Gironde, also to the army under his orders, for their fine and 
glorious defense that they have made against an army infinitely superior in number 
and which was surrounding them on all sides and General Chabert, commander of 
the Légion d'honneur, charged with full powers by HE the general in chief of the 
French army, HE general Marescot, Grand-Aigle of the Légion d'honneur and First 
Inspector of Engineers, present, Have agreed the following articles:   

 
Art 1 The troops under the orders of HE General Dupont are prisoners of war, the 
division Vedel and other troops in Andalusia excepted. 
 
Art 2   The division Vedel and all the troops generally in Andalusia, not being in the 
position of the troops included in the preceding article, will evacuate Andalusia. 
 
Art 3  The troops included in the second article will generally retain all their baggage 
and to avoid any kind of trouble during the march, they will hand over their artillery, 
train and other arms to the Spanish army which engages to return them at the 
moment of embarkation. 
 
Art 4  The troops included in the first article of the treaty will leave their camp with 
the honours of war, each battalion having two guns at the head and the soldiers 
armed with their muskets which will be deposited at 400 toises from the camp. 
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Art 5  The troops of General Vedel and others, not having to lay down their arms, 
will place them in piles in front of their line: they will also leave their artillery and 
train and an inventory will be made by officers of both armies and the whole will be 
returned to them as agreed in article 3.  
 
Art 6  All the French troops in Andalusia will go to San Lucar and Rota by stages 
which will not exceed four leagues of post, with the necessary rests, to be 
embarked on vessels with Spanish crews and transported to France at the port of 
Rochefort. 
 
Art 7  The French troops will be embarked as soon as they arrive and the Spanish 
army will assure their crossing against any hostile expedition. 
 
Art 8  The officers, general, superior and others, will conserve their arms and the 
soldiers their packs. 
 
Art 9  During the march and the crossing, the lodgings, food and forage will be 
supplied to the general officers and others having the right, also to the troops in the 
proportion of their ranks and on the footing of Spanish troops in wartime. 
 
Art 10  The horses of the general officers, superior officers and staff, in the 
proportion of their ranks, will be transported to France and fed on a war footing. 
 
Art 11  The general officers will each retain one carriage and wagon: the superior 
officers and staff, one vehicle only, without being submitted to any examination. 
 
Art 12  Excepted from the preceding article are the vehicles taken in Andalusia, of 
which the examination will be made by general Chabert. 
 
Art 13 To avoid the difficulty of embarking the horses of the cavalry and artillery 
included in the second article the said horses will be left in Spain and will be paid for 
according to the evaluation of two French and Spanish Commissioners and settled 
by the Spanish Commissioner. 
 
Art 14  The wounded and sick of the French army left in the hospitals will be treated 
with the greatest care and will be transported to France under good and secure 
escort as soon as they recover. 
 
Art 15  As in several places, and notably at the assault of Cordova, several soldiers 
in spite of the care of the officers gave themselves over to the excesses which are 
the  inevitable result in towns taken by assault.  The general officers and other 
officers will take the necessary measures to discover the sacred vessels which may 
have been taken and to return them if they exist. 
 
Art 16  All the civil employees attached to the French army are not considered as 
prisoners of war and will however during their transport to France, enjoy all the 
advantages of the troops in proportion to their employment. 
 
Art 17  The French troops will begin to evacuate Andalusia July 23rd at 4am. To 
avoid the great heat the troops will march by night and will conform to the daily 
stages which will be regulated by the French and Spanish chiefs of staff while 
avoiding the passage of troops through the towns of Cordova and Seville. 
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Art 18 The French troops, during their march, will be escorted by Spanish troops of 
the line, in a ratio of 300 men per column of 3,000 men and the general officers will 
escorted by detachments of cavalry of the line.  
 
Art 19  The troops, in their march, will always be preceded by the French and 
Spanish Commissioners who must assure the lodgings and food necessary 
according to the returns which will be supplied to them. 
 
Art 20  The present capitulation will be taken at once to HE the duc de Rovigo, 
commander in chief of the armies in Spain, by a French officer who will be escorted 
by Spanish troops of the line. 
 
Art 21  It is agreed by both armies that there will be added, by supplementary 
articles to the said capitulation, that which may have been omitted and which can 
improve the well-being of the French troops during their stay in Spain and their 
crossing.  

 
Decreed and duplicated at Andujar July 22nd 1808 

 
Signed Xavier de Castanos [General in chief]  comte de Tilly [representative of the 
junta of Seville], Ventura Escalante [Captain-general of the army of Grenada] 
General Chabert; as witness, General of division Marescot. 

  
Supplementary articles to the Convention and Capitulation passed July 22nd 1808 
between their Excellences etc. 
 

Art 1  Two carts per battalion will be supplied to carry the trunks of the officers. 
 
Art 2  The cavalry officers under the orders of HE General Dupont will keep their 
horses for the road only and will leave them at Rota, the place of embarkment, to a 
Spanish commissioner charged with receiving them. The gendarmerie serving as 
guard to the general in chief will enjoy the same faculty. 
 
Art 3  The sick who are in La Mancha, as well as those to be found in Andalusia, will 
be taken to the hospitals of Andujar or others which seem most suitable. The 
convalescents will accompany them; they will be, as they recover, taken to Rota 
where they will be embarked to be transported to France under the same guarantee 
mentioned in art 7 of the capitulation. 
 
Art 4  Their excellences the comte de Tilly and General Castanos, commander in 
chief of the Spanish army of Andalusia, promise to use their best offices so that 
General Exelmans, Colonel Lagrange and   Lt Colonel Rosetti, prisoners of war at 
Valentia will be set at liberty and transported to France under the same guarantee 
mentioned in the preceding article. 
 
Decreed and made in duplicate July 22nd 1808  
[Signatures as before] 

 
The French troops were marched towards Seville with a guard of Spanish troops to protect 
them from the fury of the people. The Junta of Seville reneged on the treaty: the general 
officers were sent back to France after having their baggage plundered and the rest of the 
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corps was taken into captivity. They were taken first to prison ships and then to neglect 
and semi-starvation on the island of Cabrera. Titeux tells the story at length in the final part 
of volume two, I recommend reading it. 
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