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Donald R. Hickey. 187 Things You Should Know About the War of 1812. Baltimore: 

Maryland Historical Society, 2012. 187 pages, illustrations, bibliography, index. $15.00 US 

(paper). 

Review by Gillian Midas-Jones 

Prepared for the bicentenary of the War of 1812, this volume is an abbreviated version of the 

author’s Don’t Give Up the Ship: Myths of the War of 1812 (Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 

2006). As the title states, this book, which is aimed primarily at an American audience, has 187 

summations on myriad aspects of the war, that are grouped into six chapters: the origins of the 

conflict, the first invasion of Canada, the second invasion of Canada, the British counterstrike, 

the end of the war and the legacy of the War of 1812. A chronology helps place this conflict 

within perspective.  

This book is also directed towards the general reader. While there are no notes 

accompanying the text, an essay on further reading is noteworthy for what it excludes. Aside 

from an essay on inland navigation, there is really nothing on the naval war, either on the high 

seas or the inland waters of North America, despite the repeated treatment of these topics in the 

text. Limited attention has been given to Canadian studies, while British authors are ignored. The 

claim that “there is no good account of the war from the British perspective” (p. 156) is without 

substance and the author has chosen to relegate J. Mackay Hitsman’s Incredible War of 1812 to 

being a “fine” work. Other Canadian entries explore native affairs and tactical actions (described 

as “simple battlefield narratives,” although to be fair, they are also note as having “analysis at its 

best”).  

 Regardless of this shortfall, 187 Things You Should Know About the War of 1812 

provides a concise introduction to this conflict and should find great interest among the general 

reading public. 
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Gillian Midas-Jones was a graduate student at the University of London. Her interest is in the 

historiography of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. This review was submitted 

before Ms. Midas-Jones entered hospital with a serious and debilitating illness. 


