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Ralph E. Eshelman and Burton K. Kummerow. In Full Glory: Discovering the War of 1812 

in the Chesapeake. Maryland Historical Society Press, 2012. 252 pages, heavily illustrated, 

maps, suggestions for further reading, index. $24.95 US (paper). 

Review by Heneage Dundas 

Of the recent works to appear in America on the War of 1812, or as is sometimes called, the 

Second American War, the course of events in the Chesapeake is a popular topic. British 

operations included a blockade, which was expanded as the war progressed, and a number of 

predatory raids, the majority of which were conducted between 1813 and 1815 by a force of 

sailors, marines, soldiers, and free slaves. In contrast to the number of American and British 

troops serving in the northern theatre, these raids were small in number. The inability to check 

the striking power of the Royal Navy is evidenced by the total number of raids—some 86 (not 

including 11 battles and at least 63 skirmishes)—is evidenced by the fact that great difficulty 

American officials had difficulty in mobilizing the 1.4 million people living in Maryland, 

Virginia and Washington to defend their territory. Again, in contrast, British, Canadian and 

Native forces in the northern theatre, repelled several determined American thrusts in the 

Niagara Peninsula, a region with a significantly smaller population, and to whom the destruction 

of villages was far more devastating than in the Chesapeake.  

 In Full Glory Reflected is organized in two parts. The first tells “the war’s gripping 

stories of devastating raids, heroic defence, gallant privateers, freedom-seeking slaves, and 

threatened lands” (taken from the back jacket); the remainder of the book is a guide to exploring 

War of 1812 sites in the Chesapeake. This is a populist narrative, directed towards an American 

audience; as such it is a mix of balanced history and mythology, where old myths are repeated 

and new ones established. British officers are once again “arrogant” (p. 36) and “haughty” (p. 

32) in American’s eyes; while new mythology is presented in an illustration depicting Rear 

Admiral George Cockburn and Major-General Robert Ross in the White House in August 1814, 

where, “in a celebratory” mood, they “possibly even toasted their success” (p. 103).  Without any 
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evidence to substantiate their having sharing a glass of wine on their successful occupation of 

Washington, we now have an illustration that establishes speculation as fact.  

  The second part of the book offers an extremely useful guide to exploring War of 1812 

heritage sites in the Chesapeake Bay area, whether by automobile, coach, watercraft, bicycle or 

by foot.  There is also a list of suggested titles for further reading and a list of websites, useful for 

tourism or researches. Missing from the list are a number of important recent British titles on the 

maritime blockade, and other studies of naval operations in the period. Surely, in the 129 years 

since the publication of what is described as “the best treatment of the war at sea” by Theodore 

Roosevelt (1883), there has been some progress in the study of this topic. Reference has only to 

be made to a number of recent titles by British and Canadian scholars, which for some curious 

reason have been omitted from this book. Perhaps this oversight can be corrected in a future 

edition. 

 One should not read these criticisms as a damnation of the book in its entirety—there is 

much merit to it, although the text must be read closely. A great number of artefacts and works 

of art are reproduced in the many illustrations, alongside several excellent historical and 

contemporary maps. 

Heneage Dundas is a former naval person, who now spends much of his time afloat, exploring 

the routes used by Royal Navy warships in the West Indies between the 1730s and 1815.   


