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SOJ 5(18) 
Reorganisation of the Prussian Army in 1809 


Translated by Digby Smith 
 
Following the reorganization of the army in 1809, the Prussian artillery underwent the following changes.  


1. Each artillery company crewed only one battery of six cannon and two howitzers, or one 
park column and not two, as had been the previous practice. This obviated the great evil, 
that the company commander (commanding the 1st Battery), concentrated everything of the 
best quality in his battery, off-loading all the dross onto the 2nd Battery, that was 
commanded only by a lieutenant.  


2. The commander of a battery had to be a captain and not a subaltern, thus avoiding the many 
possible difficulties that had arisen in the field in the past. That this rule was broken in the 
campaigns of 1813 – 1815 lay in the nature of that time, when the initially small artillery 
establishment had to increase to staff over fifty batteries in a very short time.  


3. No field officer was allowed to be the Chef of a company, and he should command in 
peace-time that unit that he had commanded in the field against the enemy.  


4. Each brigade formed a self-contained entity under a brigadier, who received orders directly 
for the General Artillery Command.  


5. The regimental artillery was abolished and replaced by more light batteries.  
6. The fortress artillery was abolished; from now on, the crews for guns in fortresses were 


provided by the field artillery, which were rotated on a regular basis.  
 


In 1809 the artillery was organized into brigades. Each army corps had five 6-pdr and three 12-pdr foot 
batteries, three horses and a 7-pdr howitzer battery. There were also six ammunition columns, a 
laboratory column and an artificers’ column. The six-gun 10-pdr howitzer battery of a brigade was only to 
be formed in case of mobilization, according to Kabinet Order of 17 January 1831.  
 
Normally a division would receive one or two 6-pdr batteries, or also a 12-pdr battery as line artillery for 
the infantry of a corps.  
 
Horse batteries were allocated to the cavalry or went into the reserve. In the former case, they were part 
of the line artillery. The term “position guns” fell into disuse. Batteries were known by the calibre of their 
guns and a number, running through the entire artillery. The 6- and 7-pdrs belonged to the light category, 
the 10- and 12-pdrs were heavy. All batteries consisted of eight guns, six cannon and two howitzers, or all 
howitzers, from 1831 of six pieces of the same calibre. The 6-pdr batteries had one ammunition wagon 
for each three guns; for each howitzer there was a shell wagon. Each battery also had a field smithy and 
two equipment wagons.  
 


The New Horse Artillery of 1809 
In 1809 the new artillery organization was published; the main points affecting horse batteries were:  
 


1. In peace and war, each company should crew only one battery of six cannon and two howitzers.  
2. Each cannon limber was to hold 60 rounds (45 ball, 10 canister at 6 Loth (ounce DGS) and 5 


canister at 2 Loth); each howitzer limber was to have 20 rounds – as before – (14 shell and 6 
canister).  


3. Each battery now had three, instead of two, 6-pdr ammunition wagons; the two shell wagons 
were retained.  


4. The spare limbers were removed from the batteries and placed with the ammunition re-supply 
columns.  


5. The civilian drivers of the teams were replaced by gunners.  
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6. The uniforms of officers and men were now of dragoon pattern.  
7. Horse gunners received light cavalry-pattern sabres and pistols.  
8. Horse artillery teams were given dragoon-pattern, Hungarian harness. This seems to have been 


the King’s decision.  
9. The entire artillery was now divided into three brigades (1st East Prussian, 2nd Brandenburg and 


3rd Silesian) whose officers now were promoted among themselves. Each of these brigades had 
three horse companies, which were commanded by a field officer. Major von Holtzendorff, who 
commanded the three companies of the Brandenburg Brigade, was appointed brigadier of all nine 
horse companies, in order to be able to organize and oversee their specialist training.  


 
Each three horse companies of a brigade were completely integrated into their formations, 
administratively as well as tactically and in every other sense.  
Hauptmann Graumann’s battery in Prussia, which was composed of men who had distinguished 
themselves in the war of 1806, was declared to be the Guard Artillery Battery on 7 December 1808 and 
Hauptmann von Rentzel was appointed to be its Chef. It remained the 1st Battery of the Brandenburg 
Brigade.  
 
There was only one disadvantage in this new organization; during the summer, they had to share their 
horses with the foot artillery for training purposes. This meant that a horse company had to leave Breslau 
in the spring and go to Neisse, where they stayed until autumn, because there was no money to provide 
horses for the entire foot artillery.  
Each of the three brigades had one foot battery of eight guns, complete with teams of 60 horses. These, 
however, were insufficient for the training of all the foot artillery.316  
 
In 1812 the three horse batteries in Prussia took part in the campaign in Russia. The horse artillery 
remained in this organization until 1813, when it was mobilized and a new Horse Battery Nr 10 and Nr 
11 were raised in Silesia and Pomerania respectively from Krümper, as the fourth and fifth horse 
batteries. During the armistice, von Yorck’s I Corps and von Kleist’s II Corps each received a fourth 
horse battery and the III Corps received three (5th, 6th and 11th Batteries). On 22 December 1813, the 
Guards Horse Battery left the Brandenburg Brigade. There were thus only two horse batteries to equip 
the III and IV Corps of von Bülow and von Tauentzien. Any other horse artillery with these corps after 
the end of the armistice, was made up of Krümper of the 1st and 2nd Brigades.317  
 
In 1815 two horse batteries from the Russo-German Legion (Nr 18 and 19) joined the Prussian army; 
Battery Nr 20 was formed of the horse artillery of the (old Grand Duchy DGS) of Berg.  
 
Each of the six corps mobilized in this year received three horse batteries, the three of the VI Corps, 
under Hauptmann von Tuchsen, being formed from foot batteries.  
On 16 March 1815 a second horse battery was formed for the Guard, thus, in summer 1815 there were 
again twenty horse batteries in the army, as there had been in 1806.318 On 3 October, horse batteries Nr 
21 and 22 were added to the I and IV Corps respectively. Horse batteries Nrs 13, 14, 16, 17, 19 and 20 
remained in France with the army.  
 
In 1816 the artillery was reorganized into nine brigades, each with three horse batteries. The horse 
artillery received its own Chef.  
 
 


 


                                                 
316 Ciriacy`s Chronologisches Übersicht 
317 This is the last report of  GM von Tuchsen 
318 Plotho, Geschichte des Krieges in Deutschland 
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Section 3: 
Prussian Horse Artillery 


Translated by Digby Smith, Thetford, January 2012. 
 


Louis von Milinowski274 and Robert von Bonin275 (1841) Geschichte der Brandenburg-Preussischen Artillerie, 
Duncker und Humbolt, Berlin, Volume I  
 
Volume I of this work contained myriads of details of the personnel establishments and nominal rolls of 
each artillery company in the corps from 1587 to just before publication in 1841. These details will be of 
very little interest to the wider public. I have thus omitted them to concentrate on the technical and 
materiel side of the artillery, covered in sections III – VI of this volume.  
 
 


SOJ 5(16) 
Prussian Horse Artillery 


Translated by Digby Smith 
 


(p296) The first traces of a type of horse artillery may be seen in the battle of Fehrbellin (28 June 1675 
DGS), where twelve 3-pdrs, under Oberstlieutenant Ernst von Weiler, using double teams and having the 
crews mounted on horses, followed 5,600 cavalry, contributed to the victory of the Brandenburgers over 
the Swedes.276 There were nine 3-pdr, two 12-pdr cannon and two howitzers.277 
 
The guns and the wagons carrying the ammunition, were pulled by double teams.278 The Kurfürst 
brought with him from Magdeburg, ten 3-pdr park pieces,279 and these guns could not keep up with the 
Kurfürst’s march and stayed behind.280 
 
On 11 June, the Kurfürst took some regimental guns, two mortars and three Viertelkarthaunen from Berlin 
against the Swedes.281  
 
The type of calibre is of importance in respect of the mobility asked of them and of the use made of 
them, thus the quoted sources are of value.  
 
This combination of the two arms is found again in the campaign of the Brandenburg Auxiliary Corps 
under General von Schöning, who, on the withdrawal from Ofen, attached three 3-pdrs to the cavalry 
passing through the Jablunka.282 
 


                                                 
274 Captain a.d.  
275 Premier-Lieutenant der Garde-Artillerie-Brigade. 
276 This is related in Ciriacy Chronologisches Übersicht, Meyer Geschichte der Feuerwaffen-Technik, Decker Versuch einer 


Geschichte des Geschützwesens, Versuch einer Geschichte der Feldzüge Kurfürst Friedrich Wilhelm der Grosse, Memoires de 
Brandenbourg 1762, page 75.  


277 von Buch, Augenzeugen und Sachkenner noted in his diary. 
278 According to documents in the Staatsarchiv: Überfall auf  Rathenow, Schlacht bei Fehrbellin 1675, Fol. 46. See also the 


Zeitschrift für Kunst, Wissenschaft und Geshichte des Krieges, 1839 
279 According to Johannes Magirus, Heldenthaten Friedrich Wilhelms. This is confirmed by a note in the Theatre. 


Europaeum, XI, page 830, 
280 Theatr. Europaeum, XI, page 830 
281 M Joh. Joach. Möller`s Chroniciolum berolinense. This agrees with the description of  the battle of  Fehrbellin in the 


Theatrum europaeum and the reports in the other chronicles.  
282 Des Feldmaschalls Hans Adam von Schöning Leben und Kriegsthaten.  
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Frederick II and Horse Artillery 
The facts behind the actual raising of horse artillery by the creative genius of King Frederick II, based on 
a Russian organization of 1757, are sparse. Under the reign of Czarina Elisabeth, General Graf 
Schuwalow had attached light 2-pdr unicorns to the Russian dragoon regiments, which were used to good 
effect against the Turkish and the Tartar cavalry and in the battle of Zorndorf in 1758.283 On the march 
of General von Dohna’s force out of Poland on 17 and 18 July 1758, his columns were harried by such 
pieces, on the way through Polnisch-Neustadt to Meseritz, as the light cavalry and the horse artillery 
flanked them all the way. In 1761 the Russian cavalry in Pomerania had horse artillery.284 Even Oberst 
von Tempelhoff, who was attached to the artillery in the Seven Years’ War, is not clear on the topic of 
whether they were equipped with 3- or 6-pdrs.285  
 
Most sources agree, that Frederick II raised the horse artillery in the camp before Landeshut in the spring 
of 1759, as a brigade of ten light 6-pdrs weighing 910 pounds.286 It is not clear if these 6-pdrs had special 
ammunition, but it is likely that they used the normal 6-pdr ammunition. The gunners were taught to ride 
by Major Kühnbaum of the Anspach Dragoons and they were commanded by Lieutenant Schwebs, who 
liked to drill them in dressage and hose control, every morning in the headquarters at Reichhennersdorf.  
 
Based on this grounding, they soon had to defend their tactical reputation on the paths of glory.  
 
The battery remained attached to the Anspach Dragoons throughout the campaign. The guns were pulled 
by teams of six horses.287 They followed the king to the camp at Schmottseifen in 1759.288 They first came 
into action when they left this camp, in a rearguard action on 2 August, against a force under the Austrian 
General von Haddick. They then shone in an engagement, while on a reconnaissance patrol past Liebau 
near Landeshut, where they covered the retreating dragoons and energetically repelled an attack by the 
superior enemy cavalry.289  
 
After many further actions, they were lost at Kunersdorf (12 August 1759 DGS) and were re-raised in the 
camp at Fürstenwalde from equipment arrived from the army at Berlin; details of the organization are 
unknown, but ten guns were mentioned.290  
 
From here, they followed Frederick II to the camp at Waldau; from there, as a detachment of ten guns 
under Lieutenant Schwebs, they accompanied von Finck’s corps into Saxony. They took part in all the 
actions of that campaign (including that of Wendisch-Bora, between Nossen and Meissen on 17 
September) and were captured by the Austrians on 21 November at Maxen.291  
 
The battery was raised again in the spring of 1760, due to their proven worth. Not only was the number 
of guns increased, but Lieutenants von Hartmann and von Anhalt, both of whom were later to advance 
to senior positions in the artillery, were placed in command.292 It has not been possible to find details of 
this new organization.  
 
Under Lieutenant Schwebs, they were attached to the corps of the Herzog von Württemberg, which was 
leaving to march against the Russians.293 The guns were attached to cavalry regiments as follows: two 
cannon and a howitzer to the von Finckenstein Dragoons; two cannon to the Württemberg Dragoons; 
five 12-pdr cannon and two 7-pdr howitzers to LG von Platen’s corps.294 


                                                 
283 Litterarisches Pantheon, August 1794 
284 Tielke`s Beiträge zur Geschichte des siebenjährigen Krieges 
285 Litterarisches Pantheon August 1794 
286 Litterarisches Pantheon August 1794, page 105; Decker Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens; Ciriacy`s 


Chronologisches Übersicht 
287 Decker Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens 
288 von Tempelhoff, `Litterarisches Pantheon`, page 110 
289 Decker Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens; Ciriacy Chronologisches Übersicht 
290 Tempelhoff, Litterarisches Pantheon 
291 the King`s manuscript notes; Tempelhoff, Litterarisches Pantheon, page 107; Geschichte der Artillerie in the Berlin 


Military Calendar, 1797 
292 Tempelhoff, Litterarisches Pantheon 
293 Tempelhoff, Litterarisches Pantheon 
294 Tielke Beiträge zur Geschichte des siebenj. Krieges 
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Between Berlinichen and Bernstadt, the lieutenant with the artillery with von Platen’s corps, was captured 
by Cossacks. It is possible to think that Tielke made a mistake in identifying the calibres of the horse 
artillery, or that he is referring to a third horse artillery battery. The former assumption seems to be 
correct, as Tielke mentions 12-pdr horse artillery cannon in other places; these are not mentioned in other 
sources.  
 
In 1760 the king took the battery with him again into Silesia. They remained with headquarters and were 
used in the advanced guard to support the cavalry.295  
 
Their employment in the clash at Reichenbach on 16 August 1762, indicates an expansion of the tactical 
employment.296 They rendered great service to Prinz Heinrich, who had raised a similar battery, under an 
artillery officer, from reserve park equipment at Landsberg in June. This battery rendered good service in 
the clash at Pretsch on 29 October 1759. According to von Bismarck’s relation of the deeds and fate of 
the cavalry in the campaigns of Frederick II, it was here that this new arm, in the shape of a battery of ten 
guns, first was used in action to support the cavalry. They deployed and bombarded the enemy cavalry 
while the dragoons came into the line.297  
 
It thus seems certain, that these various raisings of horse artillery batteries by the king and by Prinz 
Heinrich have contributed to the confusion of the date of its first formation, as have the incomplete and 
contradictory contemporary accounts.  
 
There is also the account, that horse artillery were raised in the clash at Gödau, on 7 July 1760, when the 
hard-pressed Prussian cavalry were saved by an infantry battalion, which came up at the right time, with 
their regimental guns. This event was supposed to have given Frederick II the idea of horse, or flying, 
artillery.298 We think that this event was the third time that horse artillery units had been raised. The 
raising of the horse artillery took place in 1760.299 The battery was attached to the Anspach Dragoons and 
remained incognito, so that the first army, commanded by the king, should know nothing of its existence, 
until it had been used successfully in combat. However, as the raising of this unit took place in a camp, in 
front of the whole army, there was no way that it could remain a secret for long. About two months later, 
they heard that another horse artillery battery had been raised with the first army at the same time. We 
think that the artillery officers must have told their superiors there about the first battery; either that or 
the king had learned about it by interrogating his couriers, a habit of his.300 
 
With the signing of the peace treaty, the men of the horse battery were returned to their companies and 
the guns were returned to the arsenal in Berlin.301 
 
It is clear that the horse artillery was disbanded at the end of the Seven Years’ War. This was demanded 
of the existing system, under which, one wished to spend as little money as possible on artillery in time of 
peace. At the end of the campaign against the French of 1795 the horse artillery was completely 
disbanded; they kept no horses and donned twill gaiters.  
 
In 1773, the king raised a horse artillery battery, which he placed in the garrison in Potsdam (see 
Formations and Establishments, page 48. They marched from Berlin to Potsdam on 2 August 1773 and 
remained in being until 1792. According to some unconfirmed reports,302 this battery took part in the 
grand exercises which had not been staged before.  
 


                                                 
295 Tempelhoff, Litterarisches Pantheon, page 201 
296 Ciriacy`s Chronol. Übersicht 
297 Tempelhoff, Geschichte des siebenj. Krieges, Vol VI, page 150 
298 King`s manuscript notes 
299 According to the Intelligenzblatt of  the Allgemein Litteraturzeitung, 1792 Nr 15 
300 Litter. Pantheon, August 1794, page 100) 
301 This is the start of  GM von Tuchsen`s reports; the other notes come from other sources, mainly from Decker`s 


Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens.  
302 Litterarisches Pantheon, page 48 
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This new formation was, however, nothing more than a drill unit, for in 1772, following the acquisition of 
West Prussia by Frederick II, there was a general increase of all arms in the army and this new acquisition 
provided the funds for this military expansion.  
 
A barracks was built in Potsdam for this new unit; it was next to the Berlin gate, along the town wall and 
held an accommodation block, a stable and a gun storage shed, which is currently used by the Leib-
Compagnie of the Royal Garde du Corps Regiment.  
 
This peace-time battery was commanded by Hauptmann von Anhalt, who was also commander of the 
horse artillery, and stayed in Potsdam until his appointment as Chef of the 2nd Artillery Regiment. The 
peace-time battery had three officers, ten NCOs including the quartermaster, 60 gunners, 20 drivers, a 
farrier and 110 horses, which pulled ten 3-pdrs, each with a four-horse team and each crewed by one 
NCO and six gunners.  
 
According to other sources,303 this battery had two officers; von Anhalt and Lieutenant von Hertig.  
 
Each of the 30 foot artillery companies stationed in Berlin gave two gunners to this horse artillery battery 
each year, who spent a year in Potsdam. Various sources mention that the strength of the three horse 
artillery brigades, which were drawn from the entire field artillery corps, was 180 men, a third of whom 
were in Potsdam and two thirds in Berlin. These men remained under command of their company Chefs.  
 
This account might coincide with the former, if we consider that each foot artillery company had six men 
who were in training in Potsdam and that the term ‘brigade’ referred only to the various reliefs.  
 
The horses used collared harnesses, like those used later by the Prussian artillery; they used German 
saddles and the then-usual German harness with the curved side bars. The ridden horses used the same 
harness and saddles as the hand horses, except that they also had a small blue saddle cloth with a narrow 
white edging and the royal cipher in both rounded corners. They were fastened to the saddle crupper with 
narrow straps. The greatcoat was worn across the saddle pommel, the other equipment (forage for three 
days, a blue portmanteau, a foraging line and hay for three days) was worn behind the saddle, held by 
three packing straps. With the height of this luggage behind the saddle, combined with the uncomfortable 
uniforms that the men had to wear and the short artillery sword in the stiff infantry pattern belt, it took a 
lot of practice and agility to mount the horses in quick time. Nevertheless, as history shows, they managed 
it quite well.  
 
The horse artillery reached an extreme speed; reports show that they had an average speed of 350 paces 
per minute.304  
 
The men of the horse artillery training battery in Potsdam provided the cadres of those batteries of horse 
artillery which were mobilized for the War of the Bavarian Succession in 1778. This explains how, over 
five years, training 60 men per annum, 300 trained gunners were available in 1778 to man the horse 
artillery batteries.  
 
Thus, under Frederick II, there was no specific horse artillery battery, even though we can see from the 
sources that the trained men available allowed three such batteries nominally to be fielded.305 
 
It was now also customary to include light howitzers in the horse artillery, as the howitzer experiments, 
which were conducted successfully in this period, caught the king’s eye and led to their inclusion in his 
favourite formation. On 23 July 1778, Frederick used his horse artillery to win the foraging clash at 
Slawietin, over the Metau, where the splendid intervention of such a battery restored that doubtful 
combat.306  
 


                                                 
303 Decker Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens 
304 Nation. Zeitschrift für Wissenschaft, Kunst und Gewerbe, 1801, Vol I, page 426 
305 Decker `Versuch eine Gesch. Des Geschützwesens`, Litter. Pantheon).  
306 Litter. Pantheon; von Plotho`s Estate in the archives of  the Royal General Staff, manuscript J. 209 
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At this point, the horse artillery had been increased to seven batteries, each of eight light 6-pdrs and two 
7-pdr howitzers; four of these were with the king in Silesia, three were with Prinz Heinrich in Saxony.307  
 
The organization of the horse artillery in 1782 is given in the ‘Equipment’ section.308  
 
In 1787 there were 43 artillery companies, each of which were to include 36 gunners (Kanoniere), who 
were paid 3 Rthr. This led to the uniform distribution of these high-earning specialists among all the 
companies. At the same time, the opportunity was taken to concentrate all those trained horse artillery 
gunners in the three Augmentation Companies, which had been raised in 1782 and 1783. These 
companies were now re-titled ‘Horse Artillery’, which was the first time that a specific, permanent 
organization bore that name (in the Prussian army DGS).  
 
Major von Anhalt was commander of this new corps and Chef of the 1st Company; Hauptmann von 
Schönermark commanded the 2nd and Hauptmann Prosch commanded the 3rd. The horse establishment 
remained the same.  
 
Each company still had one officer, three NCOs and 20 gunners detached to Potsdam. The 
quartermaster, as tenth NCO, was permanently detached from the 1st Company there. Annual changeover 
took place after the end of the Potsdam autumn exercises, on 1 October.  
 
Including officers, the horse artillery now had 604 men.309 Each o these three companies was intended, in 
time of war, to crew two batteries, each of eight (twelve?) 6-pdr cannon and one or two light 7-pdr 
howitzers. Their peace establishment, including those on long leave, was adequate for this, but drivers 
and horses were added only at time of mobilization.  
 
For each howitzer and eleven wagons, and for each cannon, it was reckoned that they would need a crew 
of nine men. There was no manpower reserve within this battalion, thus it often happened, that a gun 
crew might be only seven men, including the NCO.  
  


                                                 
307 Decker `Versuch einer Geschichte des Geschützwesens`; `Litterarisches Pantheon`) 
308 Manuscripts on the artillery in the archives of  the Kriegsministerium, R S II, 22; manuscripts from the time of  


Frederick II; property of  Hauptmann Hein; Neues Mil. Journal 
309 see formations and establishments, page 51 
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SOJ 5(17) 
Prussian Artillery of the French Revolutionary Wars 


Translated by Digby Smith 
 
In the campaign on the Rhine, it was reckoned to provide a battery of guns to every four battalions. Apart 
from this, four horse artillery batteries also took the field.310  
 
In 1792 the Herzog von Braunschweig allocated a light artillery battery to each infantry brigade.  
 
In 1797, Major von Pontanus suggested, in his mobilization plans, that the field artillery be divided into 
the line and the reserve. The former were divided into batteries and mostly allocated to the fusilier 
battalions; the latter, with the exception of some spare pieces, designed to replace those lost or damaged 
with the fusilier battalions, were concentrated into batteries.  
 
The make-up into batteries (see the section on equipment) was for 12-pdr cannon to be grouped with 10-
pdr howitzers and 6-pdr cannon to be matched with 7-pdr howitzers, then 10-pdr (heavy) and 7-pdr 
(light) mortars. If the gunners were mounted, these batteries were termed “reitende batterien” or horse 
batteries.  
 
10-pdr mortars formed “mortar batteries,” the 7-pdr mortars formed ‘pack mortar batteries’, as all the 
barrels, carriages, ammunition and equipment was carried on pack horses. Each musketeer battalion 
received two 6-pdrs, each fusilier battalion (which provided its own gun crews) had one 3-pdrs.  
 
The line artillery included the heavy and horse-batteries and the battalion guns; all other guns belonged to 
the reserve or park artillery. The train columns, the artificers’ columns, laboratory, incendiary and bridging 
columns carried all the equipment and supplies of the army.  
 
There was also a pontoon train and – according to the nature of the theatre of operations – a static and a 
flying horse depot.  
 
The heavy batteries consisted of six 12-pdr cannon and two 10-pdr howitzers; they differed in their odd 
and even numerical designations in their officers, teamsters, artificers and grooms / drivers and horses, so 
that, if the howitzers were to be concentrated into temporary batteries of four or eight pieces, the 
necessary numbers of officers, drivers etc would be available.  
 
The horse batteries had eight 6-pdr cannon and two 7-pdr howitzers.  
 
The 6-pdr reserve batteries had twelve 6-pdrs, the 7-pdr howitzer batteries and the mortar batteries had 
eight pieces each. The battalion guns remained in their previous quantities.  
 


Prussian Horse Artillery 1790-1807 
In 1790 the horse artillery were issued with a howitzer, specially built for this purpose; these were 
withdrawn again on 30 September, following examinations, which had lasted since 1788.  
 
In 1790 six batteries were mobilized, some of which went to Silesia, others to Prussia; on 7 May one 
company moved out of Berlin with their guns; on 19 May they were followed by another. They all 
returned within the year and were demobilized in Berlin. Only the drill battery in Potsdam retained its 
horses.  
                                                 
310 from (1801) National Zeitschrift für Wissenschaft, Kunst und Gewerbe, Berlin 
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In 1791 more batteries were mobilized and went to Pomerania and Prussia; again, they returned to Berlin 
within the year and were demobilized. On 20 April, the drivers for the horse artillery arrived in Berlin; on 
2 May two of the companies marched/and on 28 June, part of the contingent returned to Berlin.311  


 
 
One of these batteries, which were in a splendid condition, drilled on its return outside the Hamburg gate, 
before the king and a large crowd of senior officers, under its commander, Hauptmann von Meyer, who 
was later killed in the battle of Kaiserslautern. Most of the spectators saw a drill such as this for the first 
time.312 In May 1792, both batteries of Major von Schönermark’s company and one of von Prosch’s 
company, under Hauptmann von Meyer, were mobilized and marched/on 31 May to Coblenz, to take 
part in the campaign on the Rhine against France. On 21 May, this battery received a trumpeter, as 
experience on campaign had showed that one was needed, at least to sound the alarm. They were 
commanded by Major von Schönermark and Stabskapitän von Hüser (Rangliste of 1793). Apart from 
these two companies, there was also that of Major Prosch, 2nd LtS Lange I, Lehmann I, Heineccius, 
Zimmermann, Rochow, Ramm, Holtzendorff and von Nothardt with General von Möllendorf’’s Corps.  
 
In December 1792 a battery of von Anhalt’s company was also mobilized to reinforce the army on the 
Rhine, which made a total of four horse artillery batteries there.313 According to Ciriacy’s 
‘Chronologisches Übersicht’, it was five batteries; after the King’s manuscript notes, Folio 310, Major 
Prosch left Potsdam with a battery on 17 December and another, under Lieutenant von Lange, left for 
Landsberg.  
 
The horses of the Potsdam drill battery went as well, but the 3-pdrs were handed in Berlin. The two half-
companies, von Anhalt and von Prosch, which were still in Berlin, were mobilized in 1793 and sent to 
occupy South Prussia, where they were used against the Polish Insurrection there. On 13 May 1794 a 
horse artillery battery was sent to Poland.  
 
The four batteries, which had been on the Rhine, returned to Berlin, following the peace and were 
completely demobilized; they lost their trumpeters and their boots. There was now no longer any drill 
battery in Potsdam, which meant that they no longer had any training facility. They wore the twill gaiters 


                                                 
311 King`s manuscripts, folio 310 
312 report by Oberst von Niendorf 
313 Nationale Zeitschrift für Kunst, Wissenschaft und Gewerbe, Vol II, page 1191 
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and differed in dress from their foot artillery colleagues only in that they wore the small tricorn hat, with a 
narrow white border, while the foot artillery wore the so-called Kasket. Officers of mounted and foot 
artillery all wore the same uniform.314  
 
In 1796, two more horse artillery batteries from von Schönermark’s company in Berlin were mobilized 
and sent to the demarcation line in Westphalia together with several foot batteries. They left Berlin on 16 
June. On 28 August 1796, the barracks of the horse artillery by the Stralauer agate in Berlin was handed 
over to the chair makers and re-named the 2nd Family House.  
 
On 15 March 1796, the half horse company von Anhalt, under Hauptmann Schröder was assigned 
Königsberg as its garrison and the half horse artillery company Prosch, which had been in South Prussia, 
was assigned to Warsaw.  
 
In 1797 the horse artillery was increased to a battalion, with Oberst-Lieutenant Prosch as commander.  
 
In 1799 a company of the 9th Artillery Battalion was transferred to Königsberg and another to Breslau, 
both to become horse artillery, but neither received horses. Oberst von Anhalt was appointed Chef of the 
2nd Artillery Regiment; Major von Schönermark was made commander of the newly-raised 4th Artillery 
Regiment, for the formation of which, the 1st Battalion of the old 4th Regiment (? DGS) moved from 
Berlin to Königsberg (on 1 July), while the old 2nd Battalion stayed in Berlin and was re-named the 9th.  
 
The strength of each horse artillery battery was now to be eight cannon and two howitzers, which meant 
that each company had to be increased by twelve men. Each company was now to have two trumpeters, 
but only those companies with horses received them. Together with this increased establishment, there 
was a plan to give each horse artillery battery 129 horses to move eight cannon in peacetime, but the 
funds for this project were used instead to buy the site, to build the barracks and stables by the 
Oranienburg gate in Berlin and in Königsberg and Breslau. On 16 April 1801 the horse artillery received 
their horses; on 23 November they came back from the Rhine. On 17 September 1802 the rest of the 
horse artillery returned from the Hildesheim area to Berlin.315  
 
In 1803 (according to Decker; Geschiste des Geschützwesens; it was on 1 October 1802), both horse batteries 
of Hauptmann von Scholten’s 3rd Company in Berlin, were mobilized to take possession of the newly-
acquired parts of Saxony. According to Decker (‘Geschichte des Geschützwesens’) it was both batteries 
of the three horse artillery companies, which were stationed in Berlin. In fact, they never left the city and 
were demobilized again that same year.  
 
In 1803 the two horse artillery batteries, which had been on the demarcation line returned to Berlin. The 
16 guns were divided up amongst the three mounted companies, so that the 1st and 3rd had five each and 
the 2nd had six guns and teams. They entered their newly-built stables. Later, all companies were brought 
up to their established gun strength and the missing two trumpeters for each company were added.  
 
In 1805 the horse artillery was formed into a regiment of ten companies and twenty batteries. On 12 and 
13 September, some horse batteries left Berlin; on 18 and 19 October, other batteries left the city for 
Hildesheim (King’s manuscripts, Folio 310). The batteries were now reduced from ten to eight pieces (6 
cannon, 2 howitzers), but no manpower reductions were made. The two NCOs and eight gunners, with 
their horses, were used to form a reserve of 20 in each battery, a most advantageous step.  
 
It was the advice of General von Scharnhorst, which had led to the doubling of the horse artillery from 
1799 – 1805. He influenced the Herzog von Braunschweig to adopt his policies. Scharnhorst explained 
his case in his ‘Über die Stärke und Verteilung der Artillerie bei einer in Divisionen oder Corps eingetheilten Armee’ 
[On the Strength and Deployment of Artillery in an Army divided into Divisions or Corps], and in his 
‘Über den eigenthümlichen Gebrauch der reitenden Artillerie’ [On the Peculiar Employment of Horse Artillery]. 
Scharnhorst thought that three more of the existing foot artillery companies ought to have been 
converted to horse, bringing them up to 26 in number.  
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If we compare the war-strength of the army then, with it at present (1841 DGS), we find that there is now 
more infantry, somewhat fewer cavalry and, with 27 horse artillery batteries, it seems that the great man’s 
words have been heeded.  
 
In order to reduce the costs of providing horses for the artillery in peace time, he suggested that each of 
the then 250 cavalry squadrons should be left short of a few mounts. Thankfully, his advice was taken up; 
unfortunately, the events of 1806 wrecked his concept.  
 
The peace establishment of the new army foresaw only six guns per horse artillery battery, which needed 
only 96 horses. On 6 January 1806, a horse artillery battery passed through Berlin (King’s manuscript 
notes, Folio 310).  
 
The campaign in Saxony in 1806 dissolved the 14 horse artillery batteries in Berlin and Breslau and only a 
few officers, men and horses managed to make their way over to Prussia, where one such battery was re-
formed, commanded by Hauptmann Graumann.  
 
The six horse batteries in Königsberg and Warsaw also suffered losses in the fighting of 1806 – 1807. In 
Silesia, the Fürst von Pless raised some horse batteries, but, faced with the absence of all funds and 
equipment, they achieved very little.  
 
  





